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The dreaded 
WordCloud: 

What are three 
words that 
define HOME 
for you?



Long-term 
study 
abroad 
can be 
powerful…



…but place-
based learning 
makes our local 
communities 
into dynamic 
classrooms.

● Peer learning environments allow students to “easily share their 
perspectives, disagreements, and emotions about what they are 
learning”

● Exposure to diversity ”imbue[s] a global dimension to students’ 
education by facilitating daily interactions with faculty and peers”

● Research opportunities ”place-based settings amplify [access to 
digital libraries and the Web] with faculty tutelage and hands-on 
experiences”

● Campus and community engagement offer ”an array of campus 
and community resources that can augment their learning and 
enhance their social engagement and interpersonal” 
development.

● Chance encounters “can spark new interests and set students on 
fulfilling paths they might never have traveled otherwise”

Aoun, J. E. (2011). ”Learning today: The lasting value of place.” 
Chronicle of Higher Education, 57(36), B24-B25. 



What does this 
mean for our 
students?

I never got to travel as a 
teenager or go to camp, so 
this was very special for me.

This was a once in a 
lifetime experience! 



Place-
based 
learning is 
a stepping 
stone.

We have continued to go on 
adventures since we have 
been home. We gained a lot 
from the trip especially 
friendships that we otherwise 
may have never had if it were 
not for you both. We have 
several adventures planned 
and as someone who finds it 
difficult to make friends. I am 
forever grateful that I was 
able to meet them, and I 
believe I owe it all to you and 
everyone else that made the 
trip possible.



We’ve built 
writing and 
humanities 
classes around 
places within 
an hour from 
campus.

Learning here was 
profoundly memorable—
so different than a 
traditional class.



New Harmony 
is the most 
successful and 
popular of our 
academic travel 
experiences. Learning here was 

profoundly 
memorable—so 
different than a 
traditional class.



Affordable



Low-risk



Culturally 
important



Meaningfully 
different



Begin with 
research and 
discussion in 
familiar 
classroom 
spaces.



Make plans and 
goals as a 
group.



Move toward 
independence.

This was a truly 
impactful week in 
my life.

It’s impossible NOT 
to be inspired by 
this beautiful and 
strange historic 
community.

This was a once in a lifetime experience! 

You inspired me to find my passion!



Return, reflect, 
and research.

I was sure I would be bored but 
this was amazing—now I want 
to go back!

Thank you for giving 
us the experience of 
what it is like to be 
part of a community 
and a historic 
adventure.



Next Steps
Words are not enough to 

express how much I loved 
this class. I felt proud at first 
when I was initially invited to 
the class, but now I feel 
lucky to have had the 
opportunity to attend it. 
[The professors] were so 
accommodating, 
understanding and kind. 

The trip to New Harmony 
was—and I am not 
exaggerating when I say this—
life changing. It helped me 
open up my mind and my 
heart by conquering my 
anxiety to be with strangers 
for an entire week. The 
experience there was 
otherworldly. The assignments 
within this course gave me 
skills that I will take with in my 
writing career for the rest of 
my life and I couldn't be more 
grateful for it.



Breakout 
competition

● Divide into groups of 3 - 4.
● Consider what aspect of your course goals could be understood in a new way 

in a nearby place away from your everyday classroom.  
○ Try to make it:

■ Affordable.
■ Low-risk.
■ Culturally (or socially or academically)  important.
■ Meaningfully different.

● Propose the excursion to your team and get feedback.
○ Consider:

■ Beginning with research and discussion in familiar classroom spaces.
■ Making plans and goals as a group.
■ Moving students toward independence.
■ Returning to reflect, and research.

● In your group, identify the flash proposal your group wants to share with the 
room.

● Prizes! 


