
 

 

Collection Summary 
 

ID Number: MSS 217 

Title: Larry Aiken Collection  

Extent: 7 Boxes 

Span Dates: 1940s – 2010s 

Language: English 

Geographic Location: Various 

 

Abstract: The Larry Aiken Collection consists of concert posters, pictures, awards, newspaper clippings and other items 

about the entertainment industry in Evansville, IN and elsewhere from 1943 to 2012. 

Historical Notes: Larry Kent “Lonesome Larry” Aiken was born June 21, 1940 in Chillicothe, OH and attended Bosse High 

School in Evansville, IN. He worked as a disc jockey, locally and nationally. Aiken explored various business opportunities 

within the restaurant, theater, ticket venues, and real estate industries. He promoted over 1,700 events throughout the 

United States including country, rock and pop concerts, Broadway plays and musicals, tennis matches, the Dick Clark 

Caravan of Stars, the Harlem Globetrotters, the Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Bailey Circus, and Lipizzaner Stallions 

shows. He was politically active with the local Democratic Party. He and his wife, Suzanne, were married for 46 years and 

had two sons, Andrew and Anthony. Aiken passed away on February 13, 2010.  

• Sources: Evansville Vanderburgh Public Library: Browning Genealogy Database 
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Publications; Regional History; Related Materials -- 1901-1950; Related Materials -- 1951-2000; Related Materials -- 

2001-2050; Related Materials -- n.d.; Special Collections 
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Contents Date Container Location 

WWOK AM: Radio 1990 Box 1, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Musical Programs n.d. Box 1, Folder 2 RL 3027 

Musical Programs 1985-2010 Box 1, Folder 3 RL 3027 

http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-NC/1.0/
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Contents Date Container Location 

Musical Programs 1999-2003 Box 1, Folder 4 RL 3027 

Bob and Tom Radio Show 1994-1996 Box 1, Folder 5 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: WGBF: Newspaper Clippings and Station Photos 1987-1997 Box 1, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Pittsburgh, PA: Newspaper Clippings and Photos 1950-1962 Box 1, Folder 7 RL 3027 

WAKY Radio 1958 Box 1, Folder 8 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: WEHT TV: Contract and Photos 1957-1962 Box 1, Folder 9 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: WPLO Radio (Atlanta, GA) 1963 Box 1, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: KQV Radio 1961-2001 Box 1, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: The Music Inn: Newspaper Clippings, Souvenir 

Bag, and Photo 

1963 Box 1, Folder 12 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: WEOA Radio: Newspaper Clippings, Magazine, 

and Photos 

1957-2011 Box 1, Folder 13 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: WWOK AM: Press Releases, Newspaper 

Clippings (Purchase of WGBF FM), and Photos 

1987 Box 1, Folder 14 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Beer Garden and Carnival: Newspaper Clippings 

and Photos 

1971-1973 Box 1, Folder 15 RL 3027 

Chelsea’s Restaurant 1990 Box 1, Folder 16 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Restaurants (The Pub, Greeley’s and Chelsea’s) 

and Photos 

1989-2003 Box 1, Folder 17 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Theatre A (Fort Wayne, IN): Newspaper Clipping 

and Photos 

1969 Box 1, Folder 18 RL 3027 

Applause Dinner Theatre (Executive Inn in Evansville, IN): 

Newspaper Clippings and Playbill 

1980-1981 Box 1, Folder 19 RL 3027 

Theatre A (Evansville, IN): Newspaper Clippings 1968-1969 Box 1, Folder 20 RL 3027 

Christmas Cards 1995-2007 Box 1, Folder 21 RL 3027 

Christmas Cards 1953-2000 Box 1, Folder 22 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clippings 1978-2008 Box 1, Folder 23 RL 3027 

Awards 1997-2000 Box 1, Folder 24 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ] 1942-1983 Box 1, Folder 25 RL 3027 

Ticket Stubs and Passes 1980-2004 Box 1, Folder 26 RL 3027 

Select-A-Seat Promotion n.d. Box 1, Folder 27 RL 3027 

Government/Political Correspondences and Newspaper 

Clippings: Bill Clinton, Jimmy Carter, Michael Vandeveer, Gary 

Hart, and Connie Davis 

1979-1993 Box 1, Folder 28 RL 3027 

Government/Political Correspondences and Newspaper 

Clippings: Frank McDonald 

1984-2008 Box 1, Folder 29 RL 3027 

Government/Political Correspondences, Events, and Newspaper 

Clippings: Jonathan Weinzapfel 

1980-2008 Box 1, Folder 30 RL 3027 

Government/Political Correspondences and Newspaper 

Clippings: Jonathan Weinzapfel, Brad Ellsworth, and Mike 

Goebel 

2004-2008 Box 1, Folder 31 RL 3027 

Memorial: Larry Aiken 2009-2010 Box 1, Folder 32 RL 3027 
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Contents Date Container Location 

“Dear Old Evansville” Community Song: Sheet Music 1919 Box 1, Folder 33 RL 3027 

Background Information on Larry Aiken: List of Shows and Events 1958-2012 Box 1, Folder 34 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ] n.d. Box 1, Folder 35 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Slide of Mesker Park Auditorium 1972 Box 1, Folder 36 RL 3027 

Reel-to-Reel: “Lonesome Larry” 1958 Box 1, Folder 37 RL 3027 

Newburgh Lake Development: Newspaper Clippings 1995-1996 Box 1, Folder 38 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Evansville Shipyard 1943 Box 1, Folder 39 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Slide of Beer Garden 1972-1973 Box 1, Folder 40 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: “We the People” Television Show: 

Correspondences, Newspaper Clippings, and Photo 

1952 Box 2, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Lonesome Larry Enterprises 1st Show: Photo, 

The Escorts, The Wonders, and Rick Sutherlin and his Orchestra 

1957 Box 2, Folder 2 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Lonesome Larry Enterprises’ Early Show: 

Newspaper Clippings, Brochures, and Photos 

1957-1966 Box 2, Folder 3 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Promotions: Newspaper Clippings and Photos 1960-1999 Box 2, Folder 4 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Singers and Bands 1977-1984 Box 2, Folder 5 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clippings and Advertisements 1960-1999 Box 2, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Theater A (Evansville, IN): Newspaper Clippings, 

Advertisements, Press Release, and Photos 

1968-1969 Box 2, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Programs and Newspaper Reviews 1990-1995 Box 2, Folder 8 RL 3027 

WGBF and Aiken Communications Letterheads 1995 Box 2, Folder 9 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clippings 1957-1979 Box 2, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clippings 1980-2003 Box 2, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Singers and Bands n.d. Box 2, Folder 12 RL 3027 

Magazine Articles 1980-2000 Box 2, Folder 13 RL 3027 

Programs: The Center and Victory Theater 1980-1999 Box 2, Folder 14 RL 3027 

Programs: The Center and Victory Theater 1994-2000 Box 2, Folder 15 RL 3027 

Programs 1996 Box 2, Folder 16 RL 3027 

Programs 1995-1999 Box 2, Folder 17 RL 3027 

Programs 1939-2000 Box 2, Folder 18 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Obituaries and Photos 1968-2006 Box 2, Folder 19 RL 3027 

Theater and Performance Promotions 1977-1999 Box 2, Folder 20 RL 3027 

Tickets and Passes 1964-2000 Box 2, Folder 21 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ] 1980 Box 2, Folder 22 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ] 1967 Box 2, Folder 23 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Slides of Theater A (Fort Wayne, IN) 1969-1970 Box 2, Folder 24 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Scrapbook: Chelsea’s Ten Years of Great Taste; 

Photos 

1983-1998 Box 3, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Scrapbook: Theater A; Photos 1976-1990 Box 3, Folder 2 RL 3027 

WGBF: Scrapbook 1987-1999 Box 3, Folder 3 RL 3027 

“Vote Democrat!” Water Bottle n.d. Box 3, Folder 4 RL 3027 
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Contents Date Container Location 

Name Tag: Borries! For Evansville. n.d. Box 3, Folder 5 RL 3027 

Name Tag: Larry Aiken (Promotion Chairman “Thunder on the 

Ohio”) 

n.d. Box 3, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Name Tag: Larry Aiken, Vanderburgh - 8th, Indiana Democratic 

State Convention 

1982 Box 3, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Austin’s High Boy Megaphone n.d. Box 3, Folder 8 RL 3027 

Plaque: Colour of Humanity (Evansville African American 

Museum) 

2010 Box 3, Folder 9 RL 3027 

Plaque: West Evansville Civitan Club 1978 Box 3, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Plaque: Evansville Musician’s Association n.d. Box 3, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Plaque: Michael Vandeveer 1983 Box 4, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Plaque: 1st Anniversary of the Beer Garden  1972 Box 4, Folder 2 RL 3027 

Plaque: Larry Aiken KQV Pittsburgh (Duke of Earl) 1962 Box 4, Folder 3 RL 3027 

Plaque: Lifetime Achievement Award (Vanderburgh County 

Democratic Party) 

2009 Box 4, Folder 4 RL 3027 

Plaque: Entrepreneur of the Year 1989 Box 4, Folder 5 RL 3027 

Bell and Hammer: Larry from M.H.A. 1970 Box 4, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Plaque: WGBF-AM/FM Acquisition n.d. Box 4, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Plaque: Outstanding Service (Vanderburgh County Democratic 

Party) 

2008 Box 4, Folder 8 RL 3027 

Plaque: Pinnacle Award 1998 Box 4, Folder 9 RL 3027 

Theater A Polo Shirt n.d. Box 4, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Plaque: American Advertising Federation Silver Medal Award 2000 Box 4, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Share of Freedom Plaque 1976 Box 5, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: David Copperfield: Photo Book Signed 1992 Box 5, Folder 2 RL 3027 

“Where the Action Is”: Summer Edition (Program Booklet for 

Dick Clark Series) 

n.d. Box 5, Folder 3 RL 3027 

“Where the Action Is”: Caravan Edition (Program Booklet for 

Dick Clark Series) 

n.d. Box 5, Folder 4 RL 3027 

“Andy!”: Program Booklet for Andy Williams n.d. Box 5, Folder 5 RL 3027 

“Big Band Cavalcade”: Double Album 1972 Box 5, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Record Album: “Larry Aiken’s “Gold Dust” - KQV Radio n.d. Box 5, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Reel-to-Reel: Clowes Hall (Indianapolis, IN) -Broadway at Butler 

University 

1986 Box 5, Folder 8 RL 3027 

Sheet of Tickets to Allman Brothers Band Concert 1974 Box 5, Folder 9 RL 3027 

“Big Band Cavalcade”: Program Booklet 1972 Box 5, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Press Kit: Harry Chapin 1987 Box 5, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Press Kit: Hello, Dolly! 1977 Box 5, Folder 12 RL 3027 

Press Kit: Perry Como n.d. Box 5, Folder 13 RL 3027 

Press Kit: Spirit of the Dance 1999 Box 5, Folder 14 RL 3027 

Political Memorabilia: Democratic National Convention and 

“Vandeveer for Mayor” 

1984 Box 5, Folder 15 RL 3027 
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Contents Date Container Location 

Scrapbook: “Memories of My Circus” (12 Years Old) n.d. Box 5, Folder 16 RL 3027 

Indiana State Senate: Resolution 42 (Honoring Larry Aiken) 2010 Box 5, Folder 17 RL 3027 

Office of the Indiana Governor: Appointments to Indiana Film 

Commission (2 Items) 

1990-1991 Box 5, Folder 18 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Photo Collage n.d. Box 5, Folder 19 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Photo Collage n.d. Box 5, Folder 20 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clipping: Restaurant Review of Greeley’s 1995 Box 5, Folder 21 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clipping 1983 Box 5, Folder 22 RL 3027 

Aiken Theatre at the Centre: Dedication Sign 2010 Box 5, Folder 23 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Bob and Tom Show 1995 Box 5, Folder 24 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Larry Aiken and Molly Bee (Mesker 

Amphitheatre) 

n.d. Box 5, Folder 25 RL 3027 

Movie Poster: “Introducing Fritz the Cat, Rated X” n.d. Box 5, Folder 26 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Greeley’s Restaurant: Newspaper Clippings, 

Menus, and Photos 

1987 Box 6, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Newspaper Clippings 1955 Box 6, Folder 2 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: School Grades, Theater Booklets, War Ration 

Booklets, and Photos 

1946-1954 Box 6, Folder 3 RL 3027 

YMCA Basketball: Newspaper Clippings 1955 Box 6, Folder 4 RL 3027 

Certificates (3) 1952-1955 Box 6, Folder 5 RL 3027 

White House Briefing Packets (2) 1980 Box 6, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Correspondences, Awards, and Photos 1968-1995 Box 6, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Advertisement for Lake Newburgh (Audio Tape) 1998 Box 7, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Advertisement for Lake Newburgh (Video Tape) 1998 Box 7, Folder 2 RL 3027 

“What is Christmas?” (Cassette Tape) n.d. Box 7, Folder 3 RL 3027 

Advertisements and Public Announcement Messages (Cassette 

Tape) 

n.d. Box 7, Folder 4 RL 3027 

Advertisements for Country Music Show (Cassette Tape) n.d. Box 7, Folder 5 RL 3027 

Advertisement with Editing Notes (Cassette Tape) n.d. Box 7, Folder 6 RL 3027 

“The Larry Aiken Story” (CD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Fox News Tribute (CD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 8 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: Andy Williams, Dave Wood, Bobby Vinton, Gene 

Chandler, Hal Holbrook, and Joe Koewler (DVD) 

2010 Box 7, Folder 9 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: Friday Night 50’s Party (DVD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: Tony Orlando (DVD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: The Golden Age of Orchestra and Paul Summer 

(DVD) 

2010 Box 7, Folder 12 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: Bob and Tom (DVD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 13 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: Gary U.S. Bonds (DVD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 14 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: A Celebration of Larry Aiken (DVD) 2010 Box 7, Folder 15 RL 3027 

Aiken Roast: Never Lonesome: The Incredible Life of Larry Aiken 2010 Box 7, Folder 16 RL 3027 
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Contents Date Container Location 

The Beach Boys Concert Poster n.d. Folder 1 Map Case 15-D 

Civic Concert Series Poster 1968-1969 Folder 2 Map Case 15-D 

Nazareth Oversize Poster n.d. Folder 3 Map Case 15-D 

Love Andy Poster 1967 Folder 4 Map Case 15-D 

Paul Williams Album Cover n.d. Folder 5 Map Case 15-D 

Photographs [ ]: Jerry Lee Lewis Photos n.d. Folder 6 Map Case 15-D 

Elvis Presley Telegram 1957 Folder 7 Map Case 15-D 

The Escorts Poster 1957 Folder 8 Map Case 15-D 

Business to Business Magazine Cover n.d. Folder 9 Map Case 15-D 

Annie Musical Poster 1977 Folder 10 Map Case 15-D 

CATS Musical Poster n.d. Folder 11 Map Case 15-D 

Ozzy Osborne Poster n.d. Folder 12 Map Case 15-D 

Chicago Musical Poster n.d. Folder 13 Map Case 15-D 

Nat King Cole Poster n.d. Folder 14 Map Case 15-D 

Taste of the Town: Sunday Courier and Press Newspaper n.d. Folder 15 Map Case 15-D 

Beatlemania in Concert Poster n.d. Folder 16 Map Case 15-D 

The Sound of Music Poster n.d. Folder 17 Map Case 15-D 

The Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber Poster n.d. Folder 18 Map Case 15-D 

Crosby and Nash Poster n.d. Folder 19 Map Case 15-D 

The Fragile Tour Poster n.d. Folder 20 Map Case 15-D 

Letterman Concert Poster n.d. Folder 21 Map Case 15-D 

David Copperfield Poster n.d. Folder 22 Map Case 15-D 

The Oak Ridge Boys Poster 1997 Folder 23 Map Case 15-D 

Bob and Tom Factory Air Poster 1996 Folder 24 Map Case 15-D 

A Man and A Women Poster n.d. Folder 25 Map Case 15-E 

Barry Manilow Poster n.d. Folder 26 Map Case 15-E 

The Grateful Dead Poster n.d. Folder 27 Map Case 15-E 

Queen Poster n.d. Folder 28 Map Case 15-E 

John Cougar Mellencamp Posters n.d. Folder 29 Map Case 15-E 

Theater Show Posters 1997-1998 Folder 30 Map Case 16-A 

Theater Show Posters 1997-1998 Folder 31 Map Case 16-A 

RiverPark Center: Calendar of Events 1994-1995 Folder 32 Map Case 16-A 

Banner: “An Evening with Henry Mancini and Mel Tormé n.d. Folder 33 Map Case 16-A 

Loretta Colonel Newspaper 1959 Folder 34 Map Case 16-A 

Teen Beat Newspapers 1962 Folder 35 Map Case 16-A 

Evansville Courier Newspapers 1983-1998 Folder 36 Map Case 16-A 

Evansville Courier and Press Newspapers 2007-2008 Folder 37 Map Case 16-A 

Fort Wayne News-Sentinel Newspaper 1998 Folder 38 Map Case 16-A 

Evansville Press Newspaper 1980 Folder 39 Map Case 16-A 

David Bowie Poster n.d. Folder 40 Map Case 16-B 

Annie Hall Film Poster 1977 Folder 41 Map Case 16-B 
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Contents Date Container Location 

Oversized Black Scrapbook  Folder 42 Map Case 10-E 

Sugar Babies: Theater Poster 1979 Oversize Map Case Cabinet 

 


