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ID Number: CS 574 

Title: Thoreau Society 

Extent: 6 Folder(s) 

Span Dates: 1979-2018 

Language: English 

Geographic Location: Concord, Massachusetts 

 

Abstract: This collection consists of newsletters, events, and booklists. 

Historical Notes: A major collective effort came in July of 1941, when a mixed group of academics and enthusiasts joined forces to 

found the Thoreau Society, which is today the oldest and largest single-author society in the United States. Since its founding, members 

of the society have come together once a year in Concord to discuss Thoreau’s ideas and their lasting importance, as earlier 

Concordians did. In addition to the gatherings, the society has published occasional books and pamphlets written by its members, 

augmenting the written record that continues in its two periodical publications (The Thoreau Society Bulletin and The Concord 

Saunterer). This record celebrates and enlarges our understanding of Thoreau’s legacy and of the world he inhabited. From the first 

days of the Thoreau Society, the organization’s members have devoted themselves to the exploration and preservation of knowledge of 

the Thoreauvian landscape through the active collection of documentation. Founding members such as academics Walter Harding and 

Raymond Adams (who taught at the State University of New York at Geneseo and the University of North Carolina, respectively) and 

local historians and Concord residents Ruth Robinson Wheeler and Allen French all gathered research materials about Thoreau’s world 

and made sure that information within was transmitted to those who had need for or interest in it. As part of the collections of the 

Thoreau Society and of the William Munroe Special Collections, the materials that these and other Thoreauvians assembled, including 

manuscripts, printed items, photographs, and ephemera, continue to promote the passage of landscape information from one person to 

another. The Thoreau Society has more than once actively sought to preserve the pond and woods that Thoreau made famous. 
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Contents Date     Container   Folder   Location 

The Thoreau Society Bulletin. Concord, MA: The Thoreau 

Society. no. 149 (Fall 1979), no. 151 (Spring 1980) – no. 

158 (Winter 1982), no. 161 (Fall 1982) – no. 162 (Winter 

1983), no. 165 (Fall 1983) – no. 170 (Winter 1985), no. 

172 (Summer 1985) – no. 176 (Summer 1986), no. 179 

(Spring 1987) – no. 188 (Summer 1989) 

1979 - 1989 Filing Cabinet   Folder 1 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

The Thoreau Society Bulletin. Concord, MA: The Thoreau 

Society. no. 190 (Winter 1990) – no. 207 (Spring 1994), 

no. 209 (Autumn 1994) – no.212 (Fall 1995), no. 216 

(Summer 1996) – no. 224 (Summer 1998) 

1990 - 1998 Filing Cabinet   Folder 2 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

The Thoreau Society Bulletin. Concord, MA: The Thoreau 

Society. no. 227 (Spring 1999) – no.231 (Spring 2000), 

no. 233 (Fall 2000) – no. 236 (Summer 2001), no. 238 

(Winter 2002)-no. 240 (Summer 2002), no. 244 (Summer 

2003), no. 248 (Summer 2004) – no. 252 (Summer 

2005), no. 255 (Summer 2006) – no. 256 (Fall 2006), no. 

260 (Fall 2007) – no. 261 (Winter 2008)  

1999 - 2008 Filing Cabinet   Folder 3 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

Booklists (November 1983-Spring 1994; Incomplete) 1983 - 1994 Filing Cabinet   Folder 4 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

Miscellaneous Book Fliers and Bookshop Items n.d.     Filing Cabinet   Folder 4 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

Annual Gatherings 1999 - 2001 Filing Cabinet   Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

General Correspondence, Annual Meetings, and 

Events/Lectures 

1988 - 2005 Filing Cabinet   Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

“The Thoreau Society Bulletin” Bulletin no.262 (Spring 

2008) - no. 265 (Winter 2009), no. 267 (Summer 2009) – 

no. 272 (Fall 2010), 

2013 - 2016 Filing Cabinet   Folder 6 Filing Cabinet 16-E 
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The Thoreau Society Bulletin. Concord, MA: no.273(Winter 

2011), no.274(Spring 2011), no. 278 (Summer 2012) – 

no. 287 (Fall 2014)  

2008 - 2018 Filing Cabinet   Folder 7 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

“The Thoreau Society Bulletin” Bulletin no. 288 (Winter 

2015) – no.290 (Summer 2015), no. 292 (Winter 2016) – 

no. 294 (Summer 2016), no. 297 (Spring 2017) - no. 299 

(Fall 2017) 

2018   2020 Filing Cabinet   Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

“The Thoreau Society Bulletin” Bulletin no. 300 (Winter 

2018) – no.309 (Spring 2020) 

2018   2020 Filing Cabinet   Folder 9 Filing Cabinet 16-E 

 


