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Abstract: This collection consists of an article and general information about the community.  

Historical Notes: Sidney Rigdon, an early convert to Mormonism, was a Campbellite preacher who had previously organized his 

followers into a communal church called the Family. Most of his parishioners went with him into Mormonism; they were so important to 

the fledging Mormon church that Joseph Smith, Jr., the Mormon founder, moved his headquarters from New York State to Rigdon’s 

settlement at Kirtland, Ohio, in 1831. Smith was undoubtedly influenced by Rigdon’s example as he formulated the basic principles of 

Mormon communitarianism, including the various United Order experiments. Rigdon broke with Smith shortly before Smith’s death in 

1844 and moved to Pennsylvania, where he continued to lead a communal congregation. Some Rigdonites ended up in the LDS-

offshoot church organized by William Bickerton in 1862. Sources: Miller, Timothy. The encyclopedic guide to American intentional 

communities. Clinton, New York: Richard W. Couper Press, 2013. pg. 149. 
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Contents Date     Container   Folder   Location 

Hitchcock, Elizabeth G. “Houses Along the East Branch.” 

Historical Society Quarterly. Vol. 18: no. 1 (February 1976) 

1976     Filing Cabinet   Folder 1 Filing Cabinet 14-E 

Brochure and Postcards n.d.     Filing Cabinet   Folder 1 Filing Cabinet 14-E 

 


