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Abstract:  This collection consists of publications, brochures, clippings and a copy of a doctoral thesis. 

Historical Notes:  John Alexander Dowie was a Scottish-born revivalists and early faith healer who developed a following in Chicago 

after his arrival in the United States in 1888. In the early years he was known for his strong denunciations of medical doctors and of the 

Catholic Church. By the mid-1890’s, he began to lay plans for an intentional community in which his followers would be insulated from 

degrading influences, including alcohol and tobacco. His associates purchased 6,600 acres of land north of Chicago on Lake Michigan; 

the first families moved into the community in 1901. The Community was strictly controlled; the ownership of all property and 

businesses were in Dowie’s name. The population may have reached as high as 10,000 during Dowie’s lifetime. Dowie’s rhetorical 

excesses and shortcomings as a manager, however, along with financial problems, eventually began to drag the movement down. 

Dowie was deposed by his lieutenants in 1905, and Wilbur Glenn Voliva eventually rose to the position of leader.  Gradually, Zion City 

has evolved into a relatively conventional town. The church at Zion City, founded by Dowie, long known as the Christian Catholic 

Church, changed its name to Christ Community Church in the 1990’s. It remains locally strong and is the center of a far-flung fellowship 

of churches. Dowie’s large and elaborate home, Shiloh House, now houses the local historical museum. Sources:  Miller, Timothy. The 

encyclopedic guide to American intentional communities. 2nd ed. Clinton, New York: Richard W. Couper Press, 2015. pgs. 491-492. 
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