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Abstract: The Lee William Jones Collection consists of photographs and other items about NASA in various space centers 

across the United States from 1918 to 1988. 

 

Historical Notes: Lee William Jones was born July 12, 1921 in the Oklahoma panhandle, but moved to San Jose, CA in 

1927 after the Dust Bowl put an end to the family farm in Oklahoma. He graduated from San Jose High School and 

attended San Jose State University. He was drafted into the Air Force in World War II and sent to photography school. 

Upon his 1945 discharge, it was suggested that his photography skills might be of use at the then new NASA’s Ames 

Research Center. He interviewed and was hired on the spot, working as an official photographer for NASA for 35 years, 

stationed at Ames Research Center in Mountain View, CA. Because his work was always credited to NASA, his name is 

not as well-known as deserved. He was married to his wife, Alberta, and had a daughter and two sons. Jones died March 

27, 1996. 
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Contents Date Container Location 

Photographs [001-101] 1944-1986 Box 1, Folder 1 RL 3027 

Photographs [102-182] 1966-1970 Box 1, Folder 2 RL 3027 

Photographs [183-249] 1918-1979 Box 1, Folder 3 RL 3027 

Photographs [250-313] 1964-1974 Box 1, Folder 4 RL 3027 

Photographs [314-385] 1963-1974 Box 1, Folder 5 RL 3027 
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Contents Date Container Location 

Photographs [386-462] 1964-1974 Box 1, Folder 6 RL 3027 

Photographs [463-552] 1921-1979 Box 1, Folder 7 RL 3027 

Photographs [553-628] 1962-1972 Box 1, Folder 8 RL 3027 

Photographs [629-690] 1946-1975 Box 1, Folder 9 RL 3027 

Photographs [691-767] 1945-1979 Box 1, Folder 10 RL 3027 

Photographs [768-832] 1973-1979 Box 1, Folder 11 RL 3027 

Photographs [833-890] 1949-1975 Box 1, Folder 12 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ]: Slides and Contact Sheets 1966-1969 Box 1, Folder 13 RL 3027 

Miscellaneous Materials 1988 Box 1, Folder 14 RL 3027 

Photographs [ ] 1965-1973 Box 1, Folder 15 RL 3027 

Book: “Behind the Lens” to the Moon: The Career Memoirs of Lee 

W. Jones, 35 Year NASA Photographer by Ken W. Jones  

n.d. Box 1, Folder 16 RL 3027 

Book: Life Space Tour: NASA Ames Research Center at Moffett Field, 

California 

1966 Box 1, Folder 17 RL 3027 

Book: Earth Photographs from Gemini III, IV, and V 1967 Box 1, Folder 18 RL 3027 

Magazine: Aviation Week and Space Technology 1969 Box 1, Folder 19 RL 3027 

Book: Ranger IX, Photographs of the Moon 1966 Box 2, Folder 1 RL 3027 

NASA Photos from Magazines (28 Items) n.d. Folder 1 Map Case 16-E 

Life Magazine 1968 Folder 2 Map Case 16-E 

Life Magazines (2 Items) 1969 Folder 3 Map Case 16-E 

Magazine: Apollo 11 1969 Folder 4 Map Case 16-E 

Magazine: Apollo 11 1969 Folder 5 Map Case 16-E 

Life Magazines (2 Items) 1969 Folder 6 Map Case 16-E 

Life Magazines (2 Items) 1969 Folder 7 Map Case 16-E 

 


