Collection Summary

ID Number: CS 563

Title: Synanon

Extent: 2 Folder(s)

Span Dates: 1969-2000

Language: English

Geographic Location: Los Angeles, California

Abstract: This collection consists of publications and newsletters by the community and reprinted articles and clippings.

Historical Notes: In 1958, Chuck Dederich, a former member of Alcoholics Anonymous, established Synanon as an unconventional
drug rehabilitation center in the Los Angeles area. The center experienced rapid growth and soon evolved into an intentional community
that attracted many members whose reasons for joining were related to drugs or alcohol. Over the years, many thousands of persons
were members of Synanon and lived in communal houses in many locations in California; members lived in simple communal equality,
eating together, dwelling in close quarters, and playing “the game,” Synanon’s pioneering version of encounter groups and similar types
of interpersonal exploration that became widely popular in the late 1960’s. In the 1970’s, however, Synanon began to attract highly
vocal critics, and the ensuing conflicts endured for many years. The movement fought its opponents in the courts, and a few members
struck out violently, most famously, in a casein which members planted a rattlesnake in the mailbox of an opposing attorney. Synanon’s
legal problems led to financial problems, and the movement was finally dissolved in 1991. Dederich died in 1997. Sources: Miller,
Timothy. The encyclopedic guide to American intentional communities. 2" ed. Clinton, New York: Richard W. Couper Press, 2015. pgs.
433-434.
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Lees, Bob. The Miracle on the Beach. Marshall, CA: 1978 Filing Cabinet Folder Filing Cabinet 16-E
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