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Abstract:  This collection consists of newsletters, conference papers, articles, publications, and general 

information about the community. Photographs of the community can be found at: 

http://digitalarchives.usi.edu/digital/collection/CSIC/search/searchterm/icaria  

 

Selected Search Terms 
 

Subjects:  Communal living; Collective settlements; Housing, Cooperative; Collective farms; Commune; 

Utopian socialism; Cabet, Étienne, 1788-1856; Icarian movement 

 

Historical Notes: In 1839 the French radical Etienne Cabet published a novel entitled Voyage en Icaria 

(In English Travels in Icaria), a utopian romance reminiscent of Thomas More’s Utopia. A movement arose 

to try to enact the novel, and in 1848 Icarian believers began to leave France for a million-acre holding 

Cabet had purchased in Texas. The location of that original colony site turned out to be disastrous, so the 

remaining Icarians regrouped and purchased the previously Mormon town of Nauvoo, Illinois, which the 

Mormons had abandoned after the death of their founder Joseph Smith, Jr. Conflicts eventually arose in 

Nauvoo, and the smaller of two factions, including Cabet, were expelled and settled in Cheltenham, 

Missouri, just outside of St. Louis. IN 1860 the Nauvoo Icarians, mired in financial straits, moved to 

Corning in southwest Iowa. There another schism occurred in 1878; the community was divided into 

Young Icaria and New Icaria. Beginning in 1881 the New Icarians moved to California and formed Icaria 

Speranza, which lasted until it went bankrupt in 1886. The last Icaria, in Iowa, endured until 1898, when 

the remaining members agreed to dissolve the community. (Miller, Timothy.  The encyclopedic guide to 

American intentional communities.  Clinton, New York: Richard W. Couper Press, 2013. pg.218) 
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Information about Icarian Living History Museum n.d. Folder 1 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

http://digitalarchives.usi.edu/digital/collection/CSIC/search/searchterm/icaria
http://digitalarchives.usi.edu/digital/collection/CSIC/search/searchterm/icaria
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Snyder, Lillian, ed. Report of Dedication Ceremony 

for Icarian Living History Museum. Nauvoo: 

National Icarian Heritage Society 

1988 Folder 1 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Information about National Icarian Heritage 

Society 

n.d. Folder 1 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Miscellaneous information, including: News release 

about the National Health Program in France 

1982-2003 Folder 2 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“Utopian Experiments: Lessons from the Past and 

Lessons For the Future: The Story of Icaria” 

(presented at annual meeting of CSA Oct. 14, 

1995) 

1995 Folder 2 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“French Judicial System” n.d. Folder 2 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Correspondence 1975-2009 Folder 3 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Brochures and flyers about Nauvoo—non-Icarian 1985-1994 Folder 4 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Maps of Icarian communities n.d. Folder 4 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Crampon, L.J. “Estimates of the Probable 

Population of Icaria 1848-1898.”  

1848-1898 Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

1860 Census –Free Inhabitants of Central 

Township County of St. Louis of Missouri 

1961-1962 Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Names of Members of the Icarian Commune Listed 

in the Naturalization Records of Hanconk [sic] 

County, Illinois 

1961-1962 Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Members of the Icarian Colony Listed in the 1850 

Federal Population Census Schedule of Hancock 

County, Illinois 

1971 Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

List of Members of the Icarian Colony at Nauvoo, 

Illinois Who Died Between 1848 and July 19, 1854 

1975 Folder 5 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Vallet, Emile.  “Communism: History of the 

Experiment at Nauvoo of the Icanarian Settlement. 

n.d. Folder 6 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Larsen, Dale Richard. “Contributions of Edouard E. 

Maritz and His Descendants to the City of Saint 

Louis, Missouri.” St, Louis: National Icarian 

Heritage Society. July 1991 

1991 Folder 6 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Prevos, Andre J.M. “The Icarian Communal 

Buildings in Iowa: Their Roots and Their 

Evolution.” New Lanark: International Conference 

on Utopian Thought and Communal Experience. 

1988 

1988 Folder 6 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Wheeler, Wayne and James H. Sweetland. 

“Change and Continuity in Icaria: New 

Perspectives on Communal Success and Failure.” 

St. Louis: Midwest Sociological Society, April 1976 

1976 Folder 6 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Blum, Ida. Nauvoo: An American Heritage. 

Carthage: Journal Printing Company. 

1969 Folder 6 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Nauvoo: Beautiful Place. Nauvoo: National Icarian 

Heritage Society. 

1968 Folder 7 Filing Cabinet 13-E 
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Ross, Dale W., ed. A Photographic History of 

Icaria-Speranza: A French Utopian Experiment at 

Cloverdale, California. Nauvoo: National Icarian 

Heritage Society 

1989 Folder 7 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Snyder, Lillian M. and Robert P. Sutton, eds. 

Immigration of the Icarians to Illinois. Nauvoo: 

National Icarian Heritage Society 

1986 Folder 7 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Information about Lillian Snyder n.d. Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Snyder, Lillian. “Robert Owen: Mentor to Etienne 

Cabet and the Icarians.” 

1988 Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“A Search for Brotherhood, Peace and Justice: A 

Description of the Icarian Movement.” Utopie per 

Gli Anni Ottanta. Rome: Gangemi Editore, p.737-

750 

1986 Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“The French in the Heartland of America.”  n.d. Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“The Contributions of Women in the Icarian 

Colony.” 

n.d. Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Snyder, Lillian. “Family Life in the Icarian Colony.” n.d. Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“Socialization and Education of the Children in the 

Icarian Colony in Nauvoo, Illinois 1849-1860.” 

Presented at conference at University of Tel Aviv, 

Israel. 

1985 Folder 8 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Papers and Writings of Robert P. Sutton: “The 

Icarians.” Magazine of the National Icarian 

Heritage Society. v.1:no.2 (Spring 1995) 

1995 Folder 9 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“The Icarian Movement as a Secular Communal 

Experiment: Nauvoo & Cheltenham.” 

1989 Folder 9 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“Illinois Elysia: Praire State Utopias in the Age of 

Jackson.” Presented at National Historic Communal 

Societies Conference, held at Bishop Hill, Oct. 

1987 

1987 Folder 9 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“The Icarian Communities in America 1848-1898.”  n.d. Folder 9 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Clippings 1974-1996 Folder 10 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

French Icarian Newsletter. Corning, IA: French 

Icarian Colony Foundation.  (April 2007),(Nov. 

2007), (2010?) 

2007 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“The Nauvoo Icaria.” Communal Studies 

Association Historic Community Profile. (Feb. 

2005) 

2005 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Icarian Review. v.1:no.1(Oct. 1978) 1978 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

The Adams County Icarian. Corning: Adams 

County Icarian. v.1: no.1(Spring 1992)-

v.1:no.2(Winter 1992) 

1992 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Descendants of Icarians Newsletter. Mt. Morris. 

(Fall 1986), (Fall 1987) 

 

1986-1987 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 
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The Center for Icarian Studies Newsletter. 

Macomb: Western Illinois University. v.1:no.2(Feb. 

1980), v.2:no.1(June 1980)-v.2,no.2(Dec 1980), 

v.5:no.2(Spring 1983)-v.8:no.1(Spring 1986), 

v.9:no.1(Spring 1987), v.10(Spring 1988), 

v.11(Spring 1989),v.13(1991) 

1980-1991 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Connections: A Newsletter of the College of Arts & 

Sciences.  Macomb: Western Illinois University. 

V.3:no.2 (Spring 2003) 

2003 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

The National Icarian Heritage Society Fall 

Newsletter. Nauvoo: National Icarian Heritage 

Society. (1993)-(1998) 

1993-1998 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

The National Icarian Heritage Society. Nauvoo: 

National Icarian Heritage Society. (Spring 1989), 

(May 1991)-(May 1993) 

1989-1993 Folder 11 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Reflections of Icaria. Corning: National Icarian 

Heritage Society. v.0:no.0(July 1991)-

v.5:no.2(Fall 2002) 

1991-2002 Folder 12 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Reflections of Icaria. Corning: National Icarian 

Heritage Society. (1994-1998), v.6:no.1(Spring 

2003)-v. 10:no.2 (Fall 2007)- v.11:no.2(Fall 2008) 

2003-2008 Folder 13 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

“The Contribution of Icarian, Alfred H. Piquenard, 

to Architecture in Iowa and Illinois.” 

n.d. Folder 14 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Sutton, Robert. “Etienne Cabet and the Nauvoo 

Icarians.” Illinois Magazine. (March-April, 1985): 

7-11 

1985 Folder 14 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Snyder. Lillian. “Icaria at Nauvoo.” Historic Illinois. 

(Feb 1982): 5-7,12 

1982 Folder 14 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

Snyder, Lillian. “Etienne Cabet was a pioneer 

“Women’s Libber.” Nauvoo Independent. (July 

1972) 

1972 Folder 14 Filing Cabinet 13-E 

The Icaria/Coring Award: Presented to Dr. Donald 

Pitzer, October 17, 1987 

1987 Box 1, Folder 1 Shelf 15E-2 

 


