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Historical Notes:  Kerala, sometimes referred to in historical terms as Keralam, is a state in the south-

west region of India on the Malabar coast. It was created on 1 November 1956 following the States 

Reorganisation Act by combining various Malayalam-speaking regions. Spread over 38,863 km2 (15,005 

sq mi), it is bordered by Karnataka to the north and north east, Tamil Nadu to the east and south, and the 

Lakshadweep Sea to the west. With 33,387,677 inhabitants as per the 2011 census, Kerala is the 

thirteenth largest state by population and is divided into 14 districts with the capital being 

Thiruvananthapuram. Malayalam is the most widely spoken and official language of the state.  Kerala is 

the state with the lowest positive population growth rate in India; 3.44%, highest Human Development 

Index (HDI); 0.790 in 2011, the highest literacy rate; 93.91%, the highest life expectancy; 77 years and 

the highest sex ratio; 1,084 women per 1000 men. The state has witnessed significant emigration of its 

people, especially to the Gulf states during the Gulf Boom of the 1970s and early 1980s, and its economy 

depends significantly on remittances from a large Malayali expatriate community. Hinduism is practised by 

more than half of the population, followed by Islam and Christianity. The culture of the state is a synthesis 

of Aryan and Dravidian cultures, developed over millennia, under influences from other parts of India and 

abroad. Production of pepper and natural rubber contributes to a significant portion of the total national 

output. In the agricultural sector, coconut, tea, coffee, cashew and spices are important. The state's 

coastline extends for 595 kilometres (370 mi), and around 1.1 million people of the state are dependent 

on the fishery industry which contributes 3% of the state's income. The state has the highest media 

exposure in India with newspapers publishing in nine different languages; mainly English and Malayalam. 

Kerala is an important tourist destination, with backwaters, beaches, Ayurvedic tourism and tropical 

greenery among its major attractions.  After independence, the state was managed as a democratic 

socialist welfare economy. From the 1990s, liberalisation of the mixed economy allowed onerous Licence 

Raj restrictions against capitalism and foreign direct investment to be lightened, leading to economic 

expansion and increase in employment. In the fiscal year 2007–2008, the nominal gross state domestic 

product (GSDP) was ₹1624 billion (US$25 billion). GSDP growth; 9.2% in 2004–2005 and 7.4% in 2003–

2004 had been high compared to average of 2.3% annually in the 1980s and between 5.1%:8 and 5.99% 

in the 1990s.:8 The state recorded 8.93% growth in enterprises from 1998 to 2005, higher than the 

nation's rate of 4.80%. Human Development Index rating is the highest in India at 0.790. The "Kerala 

phenomenon" or "Kerala model of development" of very high human development and in comparison low 

economic development has resulted from a strong service sector.:48:1  Kerala's economy depends on 

emigrants working in foreign countries, mainly in the Gulf states, and remittances annually contribute 

more than a fifth of GSDP. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerala 
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