
{v. Did you work in the war plants, though? 

A· Yes 

Q. Where did you live ? 

A- Lived in Hebardsville, Kentucky. 

qJ Why did you come to work here ? 

A· There wasn' t any work · Kentucky then , for me to work and I came to 
Chrysler to work. 

G) How did you get back and fort h though? 

A. A I r ode with a lady and about fourteen others in a truck. 

Q Sounds like funt What was the life lLk:e here? 

A. Well it wasn ' t bad~ We left home about four o ' clock in the morning 
and got to work, had to be at work at seven and got off from work 
about four o' clock. 

d) Did it take you about two hours to get back and forth? 

/). Yes I . About two hours . 

4) And were t he r oads good or bad? 

A· The roads were real good at that time. 

Q For then? 

fl . For then. 

47 Probably betteT than now. The housing conditions here, or even in Ke ntucky, 
were they comfortable? 

A· Well , in Ken ucky they were j ust not too good. 

{) J ust any where though, ·more or less e they .were kind of bad, not just here 
or there . 

fl · No . 

Q That ' s just everywhere . What about race relations during the war and in 
the pl ants? 

A.Well, there wasn ' t any colored people that worked i n my gepart ment at al , 
that time. 

4/Were there any troubles 

~ - No. No troubles at all . 

(j) None at all at that t ime? 

,q. No. 

Q What about the labor unions 1 

A· Well ,. I don' t t hink that they had t he union then , or ·r they did I didn• t 
belong to it. 

4) What was your pay scale? 

fl · I can' t remember that, but I know I made about $50 . fifty to f ifty-five 
dollars a week. 

9 And was that good or bad, because , like could you ••• 

fl . Well that was good 9.t that time, because food was cheap and rent was reason­
able . 
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Wba t w~re the hours, was t here a lot of overtime or was it a straight. • • 

No,just eight hours was all I'd ever worked. 

~- Were there, like in the rest of the plant , was that how 't was run too, 
or was this just i n your department? 

A· Well , they had eight hour shifts all over the plant, day and ni ght. 

G! In other words they had three shifts? 

F\ . Yes. 

{). Did you stay on one shift retty well all the time? 

A. Yes , I stayed on one shift , in the shells. 

4). Shells? You made bullets? 

A · No they were t he casings and we i nspected them. 

~. Oh , big ones,li ttles ones1 

A. Well , they were just about medium. 

q It was like an inspection line ? 

A . No, we 'd sit at tables , and the men would bring the bullets ,the cas ings to 
us and then we'd take a little pan and pick them up and then we'd shake 
t hem and we could see if they was bad or had any defects on them, we had 
to pick them out and you had better not let any bad ones go through e ' the r. 

Q Oh, Is that all that you did then was just inspect? 

A· Yes , that's all I did when I was there . 

0 Hm,. long did you work? 

fl. Well , let m see now, I guess I worked about a year, because my husband died 
while was working there , he was in the service . 

6). Where was he'? 

11 · In Camp Chaffy, Arkansas. 

Q. Oh , I didn't know that. 

A· Yes, died with a heart attack . 

Q. How old was he? 

11. Pardon? 

Q How old was he 1 

A- Thirty-five . 

G?· Was t here mostly women , you said men brought the shells ••• 

~ -Yes , there were mostly women t hough, all women at the table~; b,t we had a 
lot of men working cause they had to bring the shells to us , .we didn ' t have 
to go after them, they brought them and set them beside us . 

0 The heavier 1-1ork was for them then? 

A. The heavier work was for t he men. 

C). Now was that in all departments , like did any of the women have to do a lot 
of t he heavy work? 

{\. ·well , that I don't because we weren't allowed to go out of our department. 



0 . ~fuy? 

~. We weren ' t allowed to go out of our departmentG 

Q. At all? 

~ .No, because they had guards all over the place. 

Q . \{hat for? 

A. I guess to keep from anything happening. 

0 Security: 

!L Yes, but we had guards all time. 
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6). ~at was your social li~e like when you ' d get home were you too tired to 
do anything else or was there anything else to do? 

A· Well really there wasn't anything else to do and I was ready to go to bed 
when I got home and took a bath. 

~-From four t o six I would imagine, that's long hours. what othe r things were 
done i n the plant besi~es the inspection of shells? 

A. Well now there v1as everything in the plant; because I 
have gone over to where they put the powder in them. 
physical and I didn ' t pass it so I couldn't go over. 

Q. Oh, so they made the bullets, the whole thing ' there? 

A. Yes. 

Q . Did they make, like bullets, and not the big shells ? 

know one time I could 
But you had to pass a 

A· No I don't thing they made the big ones , I think they , if they did they made 
them in another de partment and as I said we weren't all wed to go only i n 
our department. 

G/ .Is that all that they did ther e during the war was make shells? 

A. As f ar as I know that 's all they did. 

t?· How long did. the plant stay here as that, do you know? 

.;4 . I guess about a year after t he war was over. 

(J . How did you get the job there? 

fl. I just went over and applied for it and passed the physical and got on. 

o. There were a lot of people from Kent ucky? 

1/. Oh yeah, a lot of people from Kentucky . 

Q. Aroundyyour area there were, did yoy say, fourteen? 

~ · Well fourteen r ode with us , and then alot of people came i n thei~ cars and 
they came from J.VIorganfield and Hopkinsville and Owensboro and Rockport. , 

Q. Were alot of t hese vTOmen' s husbands in the war? 

;1 . Well some of t hem were and. alot of them their hu.sbands worked there in the 
plant. 

Q. Oh t hey all worked together ? 

~ . Well t he women worked in the department where I worked and the men would 
maybe be in some other depa rtment. 

Q. Were the majority of the people from Evansville or were they from like, 
Kentucky and that area ? 



A. Well not the majority, because they just came from every pl ace to work 
the re. 

Q. J ust to get work? 
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A· 
Yes. All down through Vinncennes and all down through there, Princeton, 
and every place. 

Q , 

fl. 

Well, Evansville was like and industrial center at the time? 

That ' s right . 

Q . Were there a lot of plants doing about the same thing here or do you know? 

~- I don't know, I thin~ Chrysler that made the bullets. Now there was another 
pl ace but they made the ai:r pl anes. 

Q. Oh yeah, but I don 't know what the name of it was. 

4 . I can' remember now either. I can ' t Temember the name of that pl ace. 

C- I? It ' s been so long. 

A· Yeah, thirt~years , a long time. 

C · An awful long time. 

11. Yes. 

qJ You said the work ueally wasn ' t very hard? 

f/. 

Q 

fl . 

Q . 

A-

No i t 1.rasn ' t hard, it was just tedious, you had t o watch that ' s >vhere I 
had to start wearing ~lasses because my eye~ I got to where I couldn ' t 
see and the lights were so right right down over us you see it shini g 
on those shells. 

H01o1 many, how was it set up? Like were there five-six women at a table? 

Not We were in rows and e:1ch o .e of 1. s had a table and it wa.s, you knmv 
about this deep and them men ·ust poured tho e s hells , those in t.hereo 

A tray-like ta.bie? 

Yes . Tray-like table. And they'd just pour them i n there and w had th" s 
little pan about like that and '\.Je'd just dip them up and not t o many in 
there and j ust shake them unti we could ee all over them. 

Q And then dump them i n t he bins? 

4 Then du.mp them in the bin and t~en t "'l'3n come by a d pick them up and 
take them to another department. 

Q· What was a defective shell? 

'{ell ome of t hem would b a 1 · ttle bit bent, some of them tvould have a 
A. cress i n them, and on the end maybe they not be perfect. . And you had t o 

ha e t em to see all aro1nd them an~ in the ends • . 

C irJell, thank you very much. 

C... Thank you. 


	OH 456-1
	OH 456-2
	OH 456-3
	OH 456-4

