
This is an oral history presentation for Indiana State Evansville 

History Library, prepared for Frank Ciardello by G'ennie Streamer. 

We are going to discuss movements of the Secret Order of the Ku_ 

KlU!X Klan,. that flourished in indiana under the governorship of 

Edward Jackson. 

MRS. STREAMER: What effect did the Ku Klux Klan have on the comm ­

unity, concerning their politics? 

DR. RG.PP: Well, I don't know what effects it had on politics 

except as I understand it, the Ku Klux Klan was built 

and established by the Republician Party of Indiana · 

and in the rural areas many of the members rode hor~ 

ses in the evenings and nights, which was rather fre­

quent during the time that I was a Young--young boy. 

MRS. STREAME R: Would you say that a large portion of your community 

belonged to this group? 

DR. ROPP: Y'es, th:ey had many members. I found a roster of their 

members one time in a hollow stump, which I put back 

very quickly, but many people in the rural areas, 

many men, belonged to the Ku Klux Klan. 

MRS. STREAMER: I found it rather surprising when they said that min­

isters headed this group. My grandfather was a minis­

ter. he was the first Christian Church minister in 

Owensville, when they built that new church in Owen­

sville, and surprisingly enough 1 found out later 



)II that he lead the group in Poseyville. Do you know of 

any ministers in your community that belonged to t h is. 

DR. ROPP: No, I don't know of any ministers; but many farmers 

belonged to it and a state representative in Evans-:i 

ville belonged at that time. I don't actually know 

of any ministers that belonged. 

MRS. STREA~lliR: You said this was a period of time, pe rhaps right af­

ter the World War I in 1917 or '18? 

DR. ROPP: I believe so. 

MRS. STREAMER: Then they had another period I remember around 1926 

and '27. Well, this was the time when I was a child 

and I saw th~m marching in Poseyville in their sheets 

and they were going to bomb the Catholic Church. They 

had these; they said they had guns under their sheets 

and they had holes so they could see. They carr ied a 

kind of burning brand flame. Did they bu rn the fiery 

cross in your community? 

DR. ROPP: Yes, they carried torches and they did burn fiery 

crosses whenever they wanted to scare somebody into 

doing right or doing whatever they wanted them to do. 

I remember several o.ecasions, one time a family was " 

very hard to get along with in school and they built 

a fiery cross in his yard and he moved to Kentucky. 

MRS . STREAMER: Isn't it true that they did good also? That as a 

group they often did go od deeds instead of all bad 

ones or what might have had an effect on the commu ~ : 

nity? 



DR. ROPP: I lived in a rural a r ea in Southern Indiana a nd a l l 

I know of is that they did good. They ca rr ied Chris-

tmas baskets on many occasions and they didn't do any 

thing harmful that I know of during the time I was; 

observed them. 

MRS . STREAME R: This is rather sur prising caus e I had never heard 

that until you said it. To you r knowledge; who was 

the head of the Ku Klux Klan in Indiana? 

DR. ROPP: D. c. Ste¢enson was the head of the klan; in f act the 

Republican Party came to the conclusion that he was 

too powerful. 

MrtS. STREAMER: Well, wasn't he involved in some scandel. Perhaps this 

DR. ROPP: 

was the reason they came to that conclusion. 

Yes, Madge Overmar was his s ecretary I believe. She 

was on the train with him nea r the time of her death 

and she jumped off of the train that she and D. C. 

were on. She obtained some bi-clo r ide and .t ook it and 

became very ill.She was put in University Hos~i tal 

to the best of my know ledge, where s he wa s 

trea ted and later died. Dr. Moon, the patheologist, 

said on the wittness stand that s he died as a r esul t 

of wounds tha t she had received before she took her 

bi~cloride t ablets, an tha t was the turning point in 
\.1 

the trial tha t convicted D. G. Stevenson who said s he 

died of infection r a t her than bi-cloride ~oi s oning: 

he based his diagnosis on t he appearanc e of the 

slides of her kidneys a fter her dea th; t he slides 



MltS. ST REAMER: 

DR. ROBB: 

MRS. STREAM ER: 

DR. ROPP: 

MRS. ST REAMER : 

taken during biopsy. 

Tou mean this was the fall from ~ower for 

Stevenson? 

Yes he was convicted then and s ent to the 

penitentiary for life :1nd I think he was 

released from the penitentia ry a little while 

before his death. I'm not sure but I think he 

was. 
_i. 

You think then that the Ku Klux Klan probably 

went underground? 

After that the Ku Klux Klan became very much 

less powerful, which w,1s wha t the Re publican 

Par~ desired. Dr. Moon moved east from Indiana. 

He probably got a request. 

In the preceeding tape I was talking to Dr. Harold Ropp of New Har 

mony. Now the per iod of time that he is talk ing about was the time 

befor he came to New Harmony. He lived in the community in and ar-

ound Princeton, Indiana in Petersburg. 

Now in the rest of the tape, I will be interviewing my father who is 

82 years old and he has quite a few memories of the Ku Klux Klan be-

cause as I have stated befor his father was a Christian Church Min-

ister and surprisingly enough he was a leader of the Ku Klux Kl an 

in and around Posey County. 
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