
Interviewer 

When did you first become 

aware of ~orld WRr II? 

To Camp Shelby? 

Hasn't the war in Europ e 

g oing on t hen? 

But you didn 't think the 

U. S . ~ould get i n? 

Bomb Pea rl Ha bor? 

Mrs. ~la s on 

I gue s s I became a wa re 

wh enever they took t h e 

boys to Camp Shelby . 

Well, wouldn't you? We 

didn 't know t here was 

going to be a lf.rar, but 

t hey wa s t aking t hem to 

train t h e m so you ' d 

know t h ere was something 

u p , "tvouldn't you? 

Yea h . 

I never though t not~ ing 

a bout it. They wa s t a king 

the boys in J a n. of 1 941 . 

See, the v.ra r wasn 't 'til 

Dec. o f ' 41. 

And in J an . ' ~·1, a ll t h e 

Ba ttery D's, a ll t h e tra ine d 

guys •• Wha t r..vou ld you ca ll 

them ? 



Interviewe r 

We l l, 1.'/h en did Uncl e !lfarsha ll 

l eave ? 

Did he come h ome? 

( 2 ) 

How long did he sta y 

home ? 

Dur i n g the period of time 

tha t h e wa s h ome v.ra s t h ere any 

certa in way t ha t t h e wa r 

was af fecting your fa~ ily 

life? 

rftrs, Mason 

Fi r st he went to Camp 

Shel by f o r a year. They 

let everyone t h a t wa s 28 

yea rs old o r t ha t h a d a 

f am ily go h ome, 

Yea h , he ca me home. He 

wasn't 28 but h e ha d Jim 

Harry . He cam e ba c k in 

Nov. 

About a y ea r . Th e war 

sta rt ed in 41 a nd t h ey 

s t a rted ca lling them a ll 

ba c k a n d it t o ok a bou t a 

yea r before t hey cal led 

h i m ba c k agai n , 

Not t oo much ye t. I 

didn't t h i nk it d i d . 



Interviewer 

Then did it beg in to, 

Afte r Marsh left? 

Wha t'd you do instea d ? 

They ha d to r a tion gas, 

too, didn't t hey? 

( 3 ) 

Mrs. Mason 

Well jus t little by little. 

You couldn't b~y this and 

you couldn't buy t ha t. 

You ha d sta mps for coffee 

a nd sta mps f o r mea t, a nd 

sta mp s f or a ll k inds of 

vege t a bles a nd fruit. You 

could just buy certa in a ­

mounts. And you c ou ldn't 

get au tomobile tires, y ou 

c ouldn't even g et elast ic 

in k id s pa nts a nd stuff . 

A.nd you could h rd ly buy 

bluej ea ns 'cause t h ey didn't 

h 3.ve denim. 

Oh , they h 2 d c o rduroy a nd 

a.nyth ing inst e 9. d, but I 

couldn't buy a -or. o f blue­

jea n s for Ji m Harry. 

Yea h, they ha d to r a. tion ga s 

a nd t h ey put the s p e e d limit 

down t o 35 mph . 



Intervi wer 

Did you? 

Well wha t did t h ey do 

with a ll t h e bi g money 

t h ey were making ? 

On wh a t? If everyth in 

was in s h ort supply 

a n d you couldn't buy it. 

(4) 

11/frs. Mason 

The Defence f a ctories • 

. 11 t he women went t o work 

in t h e defence f a ctories. 

No, I h a d t o t a k e ca re of 

Jim Harry . I wanted to bu t 

Ma r sh wouldn't let me. I 

wanted t o s o bad , a ll t ha t 

money. 'rhey hired a nybody. 

Anybody in t h e world. Mom 

went, you know. She wa s in 

her sixties a n d Gr a nny Hason •• 

They worked. 

Spent it, I guess. 

Well t hey p~id off t h e mort­

gage on t heir house. Mom 

owed a mortgage on h er home , 

Mrs. Ma son 0\•red one. They 

paid t h em off. Sa ved it. 

Gra nny s a ved a lot, but sh e 

wor~ed a lot long er t han Mom. 



( 5) 

Interviewer MrR. rvras on 

She got s omething wrong with 

h er a rms or someth i ng . Mom 

ha d to quit . She wor 1?:ed a bout 

a yr . or t wo I guess a nd h~d to 

quit. 

Well, how did t h is a ffect your socia l life ? 

Did you not h a ve 8ny 

soci a l a ctivity? 

How long did tha t l a st? 

That you didn't do a ny­

thing ? 

Well, you didn 't do nothing 

e x cept sta y h ome. You couldn't 

go a nypla ce. We sold t h e ca r 

'ca use y ou couldn't g et gas. 

I wasn't wo rking . If you was 

working you could get gas. 

Wel l, I just s t a yed home . 

No, I never went a nywhere. 

Church. 

It l a sted form ' 41 'til ' 45 , 

l~rhen t h e war was over . 

Well, yeah. Lots of p eo ple 

did. Lots of p eo ple went , 

but t h ere weren't too many 

men a round to t ake you , Dal e . 



( 6 ) 

Interviewer Mrs, Mason 

The only men a round were 

wha t they ca lled "yeller". 

Oh, t h ere were some men a ­

round th ~ t worked in the 

defence factories or t he 

shippi ng ya rds down here . 

If you h q d a g~ea t big f a mily 

you didn't h a ve to go. Or 

if you had a ••••.• I don't 

know how some of them got 

out. There wa s R lot of 4f 's. 

There was someth ing wrong 

with th em a nd they didn't go. 

Bu t t h ere was a lot of men 

t ha t worked in t he shipp i ng 

y qrds a nd f qctories t ha t didn't 

9;0. But very few boys Rround 

h ere from 18 to I'll say 35 

t h g t didn't go. If they ha d 

ba d hearts or fl a t feet or 

something t he y didn 't g o, but 

most o f the guy s were gone. 



( 7 ) 

Interviewe r Mrs. r~ason 

'~ell, how wa s your communica tion with Marsh? 

For tha t whole four 

yea rs? 

Well, every letter t ha t I wrote 

h im af ter he went oversea s 

came home. He never g ot a one. 

J us t a bout. He got t hem fr om 

Fa y, but h e never h~rdly go t 

a letter from me . When he got 

home there was a pack of letters 

like t h is t h q t c am e i n the 

mail . Where t hey st ood I'll 

never know. He might h a ve 

got one or tqo of them. Now, 

when he was in th e st _tes he 

got them, but a fter he got 

overseas he hardly ~ot a one. 

~nd he said he tried to tele­

gr aph to see if everythin was 

a ll ri ght. But he got Fay's 

a nd I don't know why . He'd 

get hers and he wouldn't get 

mine. 



Interviewer 

Did y ou get very ma ny 

from h i m? 

( 8 ) 

Hrs. Mas on 

Yea h , but t hey'd censor t hem 

though . I go t one , I guess 

I got one a wk . Bu t t h ey were 

littl e old t h ing s in block, 

you know. They ca lled t h em 

V-mail. They write t h em on a 

bi g slip of paper ~nd t h em 

t h ey'd photogr aph t hem . And 

t h e l etter you'd get would be 

t h is bi g , Dale. I n a tiny 

little envelop e . They wou ldn't 

be ~ a s b i g a s a T . V. guide. 

Just one little sl i p of paper 

a nd th e y called t h em V- mail 

a nd t h e boys didn 't have to 

send a ny stqmp s on t hem . They 

go t t h e ir stamps f ree. I bou ght 

one of them a wk . for h i m. 

And he'd Nrite a nd s a y ''wh y don 't 

you write, why d on't you write ? 11 

And hell , I was writing every 

da y of t he world. I never miss ed 

one d ay . Si x c ents s t a mps . 

Sure ha d a ti me g et t ing them. 



Interviewer 

Is t hqt wha t you 

lived on? ~80 a mo.? 

Did you s a ve much then? 

He came ba ck before t h e 

wa r wa s over, didn't he? 

( 9 ) 

r1rs, Mason 

Of course I got ~8 0/mb . from 

him and the gov•t , You know, 

t h ey t ook some from him and 

they put some in. 

r om, huh? But th E't t wa sn't t oo 

ba d in t h em day s. I did a ll 

right . Didn't have much h ouse 

payment. I t h i nk I payed a bout 

a ~7 or $8 house pay ment. Not 

many bi l ls t hen, y ou know. 

Yea h, I s a v ed a little an d then 

when he got ba c k in the sta tes 

I sent it to him . And he s a ved 

s om e t oo, 'cau se he couldn't 

s p end none a ft e r h e g ot in the 

h os pita l. 

He cam e ba ck in April of '45, 

but he wasn 't discha r ged yet. 

He had to g o ba c k to t h e hos­

pi t a l. He cam e home for fur­

lou ~h in April of ' 45, then h a d 

to g o ba ck to the hos pita l, 

The war was over in Aug , of ' 45 . 



( 10 ) 

Inter viewer Mrs. Na son 

'•Th ~ t was your rea ction when he c 3.me home ? 

I never will forget it Da le. It was 

Ji m's l a st da y of school . Arvis had 

a lrea dy ca lle d . He'd a lrea dy c a lled he 

was comi ng home. And t h en I c e.n see 

Da d n ow . None of th e se h ous es was 

here . And I k e p t hea ring Dad h oller inh , 

"Hey, Li p ! Hey, Li p !" I thou ght , 

"That's Dad hollerin g a t me . 11 And 

t h en I s aw hi m down by t h e orch~rd, 

you know . I r a n down to meet him a nd 

said, 11 \{ha t's the matter, Dad?'' And 

he s a id , ~Bett, Va rsh is just t rying 

his best t o c <1ll you . 11 I h a d a tele phone . 

'' l"'arsh is just trying h is best to c E~. ll 

you, where h 3.ve you been?" And I s a id, 

11 Marsh trying to caJ.1 me?'' God , oh, 

you don ' t know how I felt. He s a id , 

'' Ye ~h , h e's in t he sta t e s . " ?~no, oh 

my God, Da le , t ha t wa s jus t t h e most 

t h ri l ling t h ing . You just don't k now, 

I couldn 't h a rdly sta nd it. And t h en 

I t'l"alked down with Da d ?.nd t ~: en JV! om 

told me t ha t she 'd c a lled a nd t~ at 

Uncle Bu d , Narsh ' s uncle h a d just died. 



Interviewer 

( 11 ) 

Hr s . ~Jason 

And T'tTom t o ld him Uncle Bob, Uncle Bob, 

a nd he s a id h e'dbe home t h en. Just 

f or a furlou gh. 

A.n d t he da y he ca me home in a c a b. 

He c~m e h ome a nd Ras Nent. Aunt Offie's 

son. And he cam e over t o see Marsh 

just before he left. He joined up 

then. The day Mars h came home he went. 

He wasn't in t h ere very long , 'c ourse 

he was just 17. And t h en Marsh had to 

go ba c k again up to Louisville. 

Well, wh en the war wa s over 

th en a nd a ll the troo pa 

carne home, t hen was it 

~inda a nti-clima tic or 

whs t? 

Al l the tro9ps didn't c om e 

h ome like the y used to in 

t h e wars, they d idn't do tha t. 

lhey didn 't just a wh ol bunch 

of troo ps come h ome, t~ ey 

didn't do t ha t. 

No t like they show in 

t h e mollies, huh? 

No, one boy'd come home one 

time and t hen a no t h er boy'd 

come ho~e . They'd just dis­

c ha r g e th em like t ha t . Lik e 

you'd see a tra inloa d o f troons 

coming home? Well, t h ey didn't 

do that 



Intervi ewe r 

When they signe d th e arm­

isti c e t hen wha t was the 

rea c t ion of you and every­

one? 

It didn't excite every­

one too much t hen ? 

(12) 

Mrs. Mason 

Well , Marsh was h ome when t hey 

signed t he · rmisti c e . It was 

over in Europ e fi rs t and then 

everyone just t hou gh t tha t 

J a pan would •••• you know. We 

jus t a lmost knew it wa s g onna 

be over, see ? 

No. It did when 1re used to 

set a round a nd li sten to 

Ga briel Heat~T . At 8 :00 every 

n i gh t v.r e 1 d listen to him . He 

was a news c ommenta tor . I can 

just see us a ll ganged q r oung 

a nd Jim Harry was so little he 

didn 't know wha t was going on. 

And we'd sit t h ere a nd he ' d t el l •• 

God , t h e things he wouldn't t~ll 

though . Someti mes I wished I 

ha dn 't listen to hi m. He ' d 

tell a bout- - lots of it wa s p r on ­

agand a - - t he Germans ' t anks 

just roll~ng over our boys a nd 

just kil l t hem . Just lea v i ng 

l a y i n g down and t h ey didn!t do 

that . 



... 

Inte'T"Viewer 

vell, I wnder why t h ey 

told you t hat ? 

I ga ther to make you h a te 

the Germans. 

(1 3 ) 

Mrs. Mason 

You , know, a ll t nose t h ings 

t h ey used to tell you . Boy , 

Granny a nd Gra nd a d wouldn't 

ha ve missed th ~ t f or nothing 

in t he world . 

I don 't know. They told a ll 

th "1. t. 

And so a ll t h e boys would en­

list a nd help them out. Th a t's 

wh y t hey s h owed movies, Da le. 

They s h mved a ll k inds of war 

mov ies so t ha t you' d ha t e t h e m 

so bq d . Th~t's t he rea son I 

t h i nk t h ey did s h ow t hose 

movies, so t h e boys t ha t lira sn 't 

going would enlist , you know. 

Of c ourse, they took them if 

t h ey needed tn em I g uess , but 

it wa s ju s t to make you ha te 

t h e Germans. 
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