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Question : Ti m-,--v r. Mc Danie l, wha t d o you remembe r• abou t t he 
depression? 

Answer: T·Jir . ~. c anie l---IvTy first reme mbrance of t h e depression : 
I wa s horned in 1924 , and wa s about six year s o l d when t h e 
depression rea l l y hit . 

I can vague l y rer:1ember t he t:::: l k ab.(}~bhe cl osei.ng of 
the ba nks . I was about seven years ol ::( 3b out l ) Ju - J l - 32 
when I cnn reca ll the hdr .j sh lp s . Everybody t b onJht the Jepress lon 
hit a ll at onc e , but I remember the de;Jres si. on hi.ttlns vJhen 
1 vJ~Js seven and eigh t yeo.rs of 3t,., '~ . Sor.1e of' blw t h ing s 1 
·eemc mb ..s r rw pe ning a :,e a s all ow s ; For insta nc e 1 ~-Jhen we 
wanted hea t, I woul d t ake u l itt l e wago n made out of wo oden 
cr a t e s , and BO a long t he rai l roa d tr a cks ~ and a l so group s 
cf me n wo~l J a ll heud for the train Depo t whe re t he coa l 
cars were . They a ll wou l d c l imb on top of t he coa l c nr s , 
and 8 S the tr a in was mcve ing we wou l d throw coa l off t he cars 
onto the tracks . All the women and Chi l dren wou l J take the r e 
wa ;::; ons ano pi::;k u p the coa l on t he t a,;k s a l s o . .Just about 
thut time bhe ra i lr oa d ~etec t i v es wou l J oe ch~s ei n~ everyone 
away; but no one e ver g ot hurt are a rrest ed by them , a nd 
t ha t is how we wou l d ge t our c oa l. 

So·;1et .Lme:s v~e wou l d c· ~,r J the coa l f or m8ny rr: ile s, and 
po l :~emen on t he beat wou l J kn ow wha~ w-s ~oin~ on . 
S veryone wou l a see m to coopera t e a nd no ~rreo ts we re mad e , 
even t hough a ll t his was t lle~a l. 

•rhe rs.i l roa Js r ats ec\ t _"e r10s t cane , but I t h ink t hey 
to l era t ed it, because they knew we needed h e a t. ~ e woul d 
GO t o the g roc ery store , packi ng stor e s and go to t h railro&d 
cars that whea t was shipped in and t a ke t he t h i ck wooJc n 
p l a nks h ome , end chop the wo od up , and use t hem for star t i ng 
t ho coa l , and a l so make j tf ; eren t it ems out oL t h i s ; such 
as a shed or a doe; house , and e. v c-: n a tree house . 

Qu e s tion : Tim- --What was yo~~ socla l Position ? 

Answer: J,:r . McDanie l---'.'i e had no income but my f a t her worked 
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for t he W. P . A. and made a litt l e . Also he worke d at the s. c. c. 
camp , called the thr e e C 1 s . He wou l d ~op a frei ~h t tra i n, 
and go t o t b e ca n1p for thr e e are fm.lr days . \mat litt l e 
'110ney he ea pne .-:1 we nt for essen t ia ls . ':'i e rented . It was and 
old brick ~ouse , two bedrooms and solid brick wa l ks , and 
it had a fir ep l a ce for heat , runn~ng wat e r and e v en an insi de 
bathroom which was unusua l . I t cost about eight dol lar s a 
mon t h . 

I earned money b; selling ha lf pint liquor bottles for 
a nicce l , t ha t I took to the loca l boot l eger , and sometime s 
even found a half ga l l on j u g and g ot fifteen c e nts for it . 

We h8.d ver•y Litt l e c a sh o n hand . The women coul..:m ' t 
find a iob , but some t j_mes they wene luc k y enough to ge t a 
s ewing job . 

Getting food to ea t was t he blg problem . I re member I 
ate d l o t of oats . Some times I wou l d ea t oats t hree time s 
a day . We wou l J a l so t ake our wa g ons and ~ o to t he fo od 
distribution area , a nd Ge t t he foo1 t he ~ overnment passed 
ou t after l\1r . <=\ooseve l t g ot in . No thing wa s done for the po or 
peop l e unti l Presi J ent · ooseve l t g ot into office . Af t er 
noo s eve l t got into of fi ce we thought that was the g r e atest thing 
t ha t could have ha~pened . Immediate l y after Rooseve l t was 
president, he s t arted d oing something for the peop l e . If 
S ooseve l t h aJ not d one somethi ng th e re wou l d have pr obab l y bee n 
a revo l ut i on of s ome kind . 

Question : Tim~ ~-Wha t was the po li ti .al situation a t that Time? 

Answe r: ~r . Mc)ani e l ---The Country was uneasy and on the 
v erge of n civil revolution . Comrmnism was mentioned qui te 
often , an0 t he Politarian Par ty w: s a round . This par ty was 
1ui t e active and wou l d pay chi l Jren a re anyone a nickel t o 
?ass o ut lite_a t ure fo:.> the Party . rn::.s Pa rt y pr e ached a over 
t h :-.1ow of the gov ernme nt local l y , but w t.~n t h ings wou l d ge t 
r ea l b ad the n Ro osevelt woul .:J ,?; iY~ 0r:e of' his f'ir' e side speeches , 
and e v e r yo ne wou l d calm do~n . 

Ques t ion : Tim---Wha t about t h e wor l d 1 s situation? Hitler ' s in 
particular? 

Answer : .fir P c .::Janie l-- - The Ca t lw lic Schoo l s brought u ;; th .::: 
que stion of Wor l d Po l i t ics qui t e often . They wou l d men t i on 
Hit l er , but the Nuns wou l d tell me how terrib l e and cruel 
he ~ds and t ha t Hi tler 's party was going to start an Upheave l 
in t he world , which t urned out t o be true • 

. ooseve lt was admired and he wus t he one t hin~ t ha t saved 
t he United S t ~ t e s, and ev e n t he wor l d . 



J 

q ues t ion : Tim---Wha t cHd you do fo r transp or t a t i_ on ? 

An s wer: Mr. ~c~an i e l---The main transp o~ t a t i on wa s walki ng . 
I do rerne :..,ber t ha t y ou u s P. t o ~ e t three s t:' ee t car t i_C i\ e ts fo r 
s ev ~n ce nts , and cou l d t r a nsfer t o differen t ca~s any amount 
of ttme s . Thus we went al l around Evansvi ll e . Very fe w 
au t omobi l e s were a r ou nd . 

0ue st ~on: Tim---~ha t wus Rooseve l ts compe ti t ion for Preside nt? 

J,nswcr: Th"' . McDan i e l---On e cn nd i da t e t ha t I co n r cr·1embe :> t ha t 
r a n a _;ai nst Rooseve lt wi t h any ue6ree of chance I!H-.ts a ma n 
cal l e d Town s end . ll i s p l a t for r-:·1 IN a s called the Towns end Pl a n . 
The Towsend Pl an wa s that e v eryone wou l d ~A t pa id t he s ame 
wa ;::;e. s, and a mi n2.num wa i_Se of a ::; ol l a r , and e v er' one wou l d 
re t ire at sLxt y fiv e years of uc:;e . Eu t whe n e l ec t ion t5_me ca me 
~very~o Jy vot ed f or Rooseve lt, even here ln Ev ans v i lle . 

Qu estion : Tim---What was the g ove r n or and Mayor doi n~ for 
t he peop l e a t t his t ime? 

An s wer: r,~r . Mc Dan ie l---F ir s t J ov e r no r tha t I can r e member ~a s 
Paul Ec Nut . he h a d t h e s ame p l a t form a s Roose v e lt. ~ : c !~u t[-iJ 
to l d pe op l e t o j o i n t he Na t iona l Guard and c . c . c . ca mps ln order 
t o hnve some ~o ney . He a tt e mpted t c ~e t roa ds r ebui lt a nd 
wate r mai ns fixed , and s ewer l ine s fixed , and v i s i t ed Evansvi ll e 
v e ry ofte n . Whe n ~c Nut ca me t o ~ v an~ v i l l e he d r ew hugh crowds . 

Two Ma y ors t ha t I r e ~ e mb er were Bosse and Dress . I t hink 
Dress was t h e mos t popu la ~ . he vvas a t ea c hr-'! r and h J a c l ose 
re l a t ion shiJ wi t h the peo p l e , and i ld a ve r y ~oo d iob durin3 
de ;;re s s i on . 

·r h ank You . 
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