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TRANSITIONS

Last
minute
details....

Ihavealwayshad adream to publish my
ownmagazine. Well,thatdream has finally came
true with the creation of Transitions.

Transitions, what a beast. | never really
knew how difficultit was to putout a publication
by yourself. It is not very ecasy. I do have a very
smallstaffand rely on submissions fromstudents
for my articles, but I do the majority of work
alone.

This is the reason for only a four page
issue because we are still in the experimental
stage. lam trying cverything that | think you (my
audience) wants. | have heard several good and
bad comments. | was expecting them. So give me
more.

In this issue, Allen VanHoosier wrote a
very controversial piece that is going to stir some
controversy. The magazine, Allen and myself
will get nasty lettersand phone calls. Imighteven
geta death threator two. Who knows. But to say
the least, I am prepared.

Some out there will say I had no right to
print the picce, but according to the first amend-
mentlhave every right. If thisissue accomplishes

nothing else, at least it will get this campus’

students to think about their beliefs and rights. It |

is my duty as editor to create a publication that

stimulates educational thought -- something that

should occur at a state university.

Remember, that if the first amendment
didn’t exist we wouldn’t have subjects to discuss
and debate. [ look forward to the upcoming con-
troversy. I encourage you to stand behind your
beliefs. Write a signed letter regarding your
opinions. All letters will be printed, but may be
edited for style, length and libel. Happy reading.

Bob Wendt, Editor

Horoscopes: For the hell of it

By
Madame
Fortune

Aries (Mar.21-Apr.19):Setaside
some time for rest and relax-
ation, all work and no play can
make you dull. Enjoy the next
couple of days.

Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): Help
a friend. Typical actions and re-
sponses will not do. Reach out
and touchsomebody,anywhere.

Gemini (May21-June 21): Your
problems are almost non-exist-
ing thismonth. New friendships
or romances are good to start
now. Beware of gold diggers
though.

Cancer (June 22-July 22): There
is always room at the top. At-
tempt the climb and enjoy the
trip because you belong at the
top this month.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): Those
who are alone will find some-
one. Your path should cross

- with Gemini. Those who have

someone, beware, they may
leave. Guard you back at all
times.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Re-
ward yourself with a well de-
served splurge for all the good
work you have done. Use you
imagination the way [ know you
can. I'll be watching.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23): Rela-
tionships may be somewhat
fragile and need to be handled
with a very sensitive hand. Do
not lose your temper when try-
ingtorckindle thelove you have.

Scorpio(Oct.24-Nov.21): There
will be revelations revealed in
the coming days ahead. Some
will bedefinitely better than oth-
ers. Go with the ones that you
feel you benefit you the most.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21):
There can be problems cropping
up. Remember, there is more

- than one position to the rectify

the situation.

Capricorn (Dec.22-Jan.19): You

are in for an excellent couple of
days. Enjoy them with a loved
one any way you see fit.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A
positive attitude will lead to a
very rewarding and satisfying
relationship. Keep up the good
work and maybe you might
score.

Pisces (Feb. 19-Mar. 20): Buck
up little camper. Performance is
what counts, not promises. Fan-
tasy provides a welcomed and
wonderfulescapeaswellatother
substances.

Madame Fortunecan be found daily
in the University Center for private
counseling. Forasmall fee, she will
tell your future. For alarger fee, she
will tell you a very good future.
And for an even larger fee, she may
become a part of your future.

You be the judge!

Tell Madam Fortune your
comments on this column.
Should we continue???
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1.) In the beginning, man cre-
ated God; and in the image of
man created he him.

does good in the name of God, then
surely there must be a source for
those who were “evil.” Enter Sa-

. tan.

2.) And man gave unto him a
maultitude of names, that he
might beLord overdllthe Earth+ =
when it was suited to man.

3.) And on the seven millionth
day, man rested and did lean
heavily on his God and saw
that it was good.

4.) And man formed Aqualung
of the dust of the ground, and a
host of others likened unto his
kind.

5.) And these lesser men,-Man
did cast intothe void. And some
were burned; and some were
put apart from their kind.

6.) And man became the God
that he had created and with
his miracles did rule over the
Earth.

7.) But as all these things did
come to pass, the Spirit that
did cause man to create his
God lived on within all man;
even within Aqualung.

8.) And man saw.it not.

9.) But for Christ’s sake... he’d
better start looking.

—Jethro Tull

The religion of Christianity i

widely accepted around e

the world as being the only
way to achieve an eternal
afterlife with “God.” But
where did this “God” come
from? Or, should I say,
where did the Christian
concept of God come from?

Some unknown force allowed
the universe and our planet to be
created. Then, by the natural pro-
cessofre-creation, bio-genesis, and
evolution, the homo-sapiens that
we are today, turned around and
produced their self-serving image
of “God almighty.” Not an all loving
and accepting God mind you, but a
judgmental and condescending
God.

Man could not comprehend
why it was, or for who it was that
they lived and breathed for. The
only thing they did know was that
they did exist. But...why, and more
importantly—how? Tothem, there
could only be one answer... God.

Man was then presented with
a question that left him in great
turmoil; how does one come face to
face with God? The only logical
answer they could come up with
was the afterlife. But, what did
man have to do to secure his place
with God in this afterlife? That is
why they attempted to fill their life
with good deeds and charity to oth-
ers; for surely, God almighty was a
selfish God, rewarding those who
did good in his name.

This led man to yet another
perplexing notion. If a holy man

Totally disregarding the idea
of human nature, the creators of
Judaism conjured up-the story of a
great war that raged ih heaven,
and how one of God’s angels be-
came so self-righteous, that God
cast him out to a world to his own.
The myth states that those who do
evil will be sentenced to this world
to be horribly tortured for all eter-
nity.

Thecreators of theseideas were
arace of people known as Hebrews.
The main reason these people de-
veloped these beliefs, was because
for centuries, they had suffered as
a nation under the yoke of Assyria,
Babylonia, Persia, Greece and
Rome. Their only hope of deliver-
ance was their created God, whom
they believed chose them as his
own. Their freedom, they believed,
was to be initiated by a Christ, or
messiah, who would unlock their
shackles of persecution forever.

During the first
years of the Chris-
tian era, many of the
basic beliefs of
Christianity were
shared by almost all
ofthe religions ofthe
time. Among the
most important
Christian borrow-
ings wasthe concept
of the virgin birth...
the belief that Gods
appear in human

form.

At the time

when Jesus was
born, it was com-
monly believed that i
all eminent men ;
were products of vir-
gin births. Buddha
was supposedly
born of a virgin.
Zo°x o%arsitienr,
Romulus, and
Alexanderthegreat
were also suppos-
edly born of a vir-
gin.

Purification, absolution
and spiritual progress were
also adopted from other Medi-
terraneanreligionsofthetime.
The concept of water baptism
was found in most of the con-
temporary religions of the
time. The concept of the sa-
cred meal (or communion)
which is considered to be ex-
clusively Christian, wasacom-
mon practice in the Mediter-
ranean religions of the time of
Jesus. The use of noise mak-
ers such as bells, drums, and
tambourines—which is found
in some fundamental Chris-

tian religions, was adopted from
non-Christian groups in the near
east which they used to frighten off
evil spirits.

The religion of Mithraism was
a Roman cult which influenced
Christianity in a vast way. It was
the cult of Mithraism which cre-
ated the concept of the sacrament
of bread and wine for unity and
fcilowship of the spirit. Ironically
enough, Mithras was supposedly
born of a virgin, which was wit-
nessed by shepherds. The similari-
ties become more compelling. The
shepherds that witnessed Mithras’
birth, believed him to be the God of
truth and the way and the light.

So... with the spreading of
Christianity, one might ask if Chris-
tianity is the only, true way of
obtaining everlasting life—or if it
is nothing more than a plagiarized
placebo?

Ifyouread this “holy” book
called the Bible with the no-
tion that is nothing more than
a story, a “revelation” may
dawn upon you; “Wow, the

people who wrote this book -are
closed-minded, racist, sexist,judge-
mental hypocrites!”

Believe it or not, the white,
male, Anglo-Saxon that is writing
this happens to be a minority in
thisgolden land of freedom that we
call the United States; I happen to
be a self-righteous, fiery,
voisterous, politically-active, bleed-
ing-heart liberal... agnostic; and
I'm damned proud of it too.

I live in a country that is 93%
Christian. Thatfrightens me daily.
The supposed separation of church
and state that we have has been
thrown out the window. Ifyoudon’t
believe me, let me prove it to you
with something that is the most
blatant violation. Whip out a dol-
lar-bill and look at it closely... what
does it say? “In God We Trust.”

continued on next page

Trust?

Is the country really
going to heaven in 2
handbasket?

hy Allan VanHoosier
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Also, countless cities have the
gall to set out nativity scenes year
after year in public parks, city hall
front lawns and other state or
county-owned properties. More im-
portantly, what do you think would

. happenifsomebody like myselfhad

to testify in a court of law, and I
refused to take an oath or affirma-
tion so help me God? I'd end up in
the slammer!

Also, isn’t odd that our public

'schools and state supported col-

leges are getting away with those
opening and closing prayers dur-
ingthe ceremony? Again... another
blatant violation of the separation
of church and state.

You may hear some Christians
pipe up and say, “The words sepa-
ration of church and state are no-
where to be found in the constitu-
tion!”

Well, they aren’t. Thereisonly
one constitution that has those ex-
act words, and that is the former
Russia. But, our constitution says
virtually the same thing.

“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of re-
ligion or prohibit the free exercise

thereof.”

. What this means is that the
government cannot show or repre-
sent in any way a religious doc-
trine of any kind. The doesn’t mean
that the president cannot say “God
bless America”, that’s free speech.
It means that the government can-
not, and better not try to get me to
say it.

As for nativity scenes, the only
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Detailed Concert Info.
 Plus a whole lot more.

Don't miss the
next issue

place they have the legal right to be

set up, are on private or church

property.

As for prayers in schools, if you
want your kid to pray in school,
send him \her to a parochial school
where they indoctrinate and brain-
wash you to proselytize the entire
human race, rather than educate
you to make it outside the religion
vacuum,.

And the currency issue? Why
not “in the people we trust” Some
might wantit to say “in the govern-
ment we trust.” Saying that is just
as frightening as “in God we trust”

because the majority of our gov-

ernment is Christian. In fact, two-
thirds of the federal judiciary have
been appointedinthe Reagan-Bush
years. These people have life-time
appointments! Since Reagan and
Bush are “God-Mother-Flag-Coun-

try” freaks, it doesn’t take a Robert
Tilton to figure out the convictions
of the supreme court.

Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas is a member of
an Evangelical church that speaks

in tongues! Can you i‘,-ma'giné ft};‘a't.;-j
onSunday,Clarenceis “Holy Rollin™ -

it” up the pews in the Washington
D.C. Church of the Holy Hlliterate,
and he goes to work on Monday to
vote on a woman’s right to make
decisions about her own body?

To all of the people out there
who still believe in the constitu-
tion, let your voice be heard! Don’t
let the Christian Fascists take over
the country! They will never take
over me, or my mind... I will take
my own life first. But to you Chris-
tians out there, don’t let that be
such a shocker; aren’t you “hung
up” on martyrdom, anyway? The

only thing I lack is a crown of
thorns (but I may have one...you
don’t know... all’s I need is twelve
people to believe that I have one,
and I could convince countless mil-
lions of it).
. But...Ldohave longhairand a
beard; does that count?
: , -

Editor's Note: The opinions and
views expressed in this article are
those of the writer and do not nec-
essarily represent those of the Uni-
versity, it's faculty or staff. It is
Transitions’aim to publishallopin-
ions. and views. All letters to the
Editor are welcome on this subject
but must be typewritten and in-
clude a name and phone number.
Letters are subject to publication
based on amount space available.

—BW

WANTED

Someone interested in writ-
ing a monthly column for a
pro & con forum to defend
a conseryative viewpoint.

If interested or for more
information, contact Bob
Wendt at 464-1856 or stop
by UC113A.
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You now can get Transitions in your own home for only
a’ nominal fee to cover postage and handling. For
more information fill out this coupon and drop it off at
the UC Front Desk today.
Name
Address
I Phone
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Staff writers
Columnists
Artists
Photo Editor

helping to lay the

volved today. Stop
464-1856.

Employment Opportunities

Transitions has several openings for
employment in the following positions:
' "Phot‘ogréphers»
Advertising Mgr.

‘Account executives
Layout & Composing

If you have talent or just interested in

exciting new publication then get in-

An equal opportunity affirmitive action employer

groundwork for a

by UC113A or call

University of

Southern

8600 University Boulevard -

Indiana

Evansville, Ind. - 464-1856
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