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Last Minute Details ... 
Errors provide helpful insight 

All right, I goofed. The er
rors on the front page of last 
issue were enormous. They were 
big enough to draw the atten
tion of several people, including 
my advisor, Ron Roat, who 
promptly chewed my ass off. 
Now that I have had a little plas
tic surgery to repair the damage 
done by my advisor, and to con
ceal my identity, I can admit I 
am not the best proofreader in 
the world. But I can say I am 
trying, and at th€ same time 
learning. 

If you know who I am, then 
you know I am the world's big
gest procrastinator. It was my 
fault the errors got in the issue. 
Butthenagain, I sawitas my job 
to publish the issue first. So, I 
took a few liberties and got 
caught.This was the best thing 
for me, and I actually had it 
coming. _ 

Being caught told me a 
couple of things. First, that you 
are reading the magazine and 
care enough to tell me about the 
errors. Since the last issue, help 
has crawled out of the wood-

work. Everywhere I tum people 
are asking me if I need help. I 
now get letters telling me the 
proper way · to spell separation 
and vacuum; both of which are 
spelled correctly here. It has been 
a great couple of weeks. I never 
knew how many people wanted 
a publication like this to succeed 
on .this campus. 

And for them I will continue 
with my grand experiment, as one 
reader put it, in the same style, . 
but minus the errors, I_hope. I 
really meant what I said about 
publishing issues that will stimu
late educational thought and 
that my readers will take seri
ously. Everyone must stand for 
their beliefs and rights some
time. I don't mind putting my 
head in a sling to promote 
someone' s ideas once in awhile. 
This is why our founding fa
thers created the First Amend
ment. 

Secondly, this ordeal has 
told me I need to slow down and 
become more organized to pro
vide you with an excellent, er
ror-free magazine with contro-

versial and stimulating articles. 
Ones you will want to read. To 
help with this, I have tried to 
establish office hours which will 
be posted on my door. I will 
make every effort to keep the 
office open, provided that God 
does not intervene. (Yes, I do 
believe in God) 

I have also hired a couple of 
copy editors to ensure this and 
future issues will have fewer 
errors. If you do find an· error, 
bring it to my attention. (So I 
don't get a ton of letters. Again.) 

I hope some of you will find 
this· issue as stimulating as the 
last. Hell it is big enpugh. I have 
tried to put something in for 
everyone. From entertainment 
to athletics to editorals. Read it 
and tell me what you like and 
don't like. (And not the same 
people who sent all those letters 
about the last issue either. I· just 
got done printing some of them.) 
I look forward to many more 
issues of Transitions. 

Bob Wendt, Editor 

Cover Photo: Kevin Costner stars in Oliver Stone's movie JFK. Are Stone's interpetations of the 
assassination of President Kennedy right or ate they just a shot in the dark? 

Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 
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LETTERS 

Proving the 
. . ~ 

exi~:~ncEf~d is rather simple 

If I descended to an unthinking, 
brutish response to Mr. Van 
Hoosier's attempt to undo the 
Christian'sfaith,Imightimpugnmy 
own Christian character or, at least, 
give some credibility to his atheistic 
diatribe. I, however, shall take the 
high road and ground my arguments 
in the bedrock of solid truth and 
support my criticisms with a foun
dation of Christian charity. 

Bold claims do not an argument 
make. Many of Van Hoosier's bold 
claims are so twisted, so much a 
distortion of fact, that unknotting 
them shall prove a formidable task, 
yet even his soul deserves such ef
fort, so gracious is our God. And 
since my friend has begun with the 

· existence of the God I serve, let me 
begin there also. 

I want to thank my friend for 
two admissions that prove very det
rimental to his cause: first, he admits 
the universe was created and, sec
ond, he admits there <was "some 
force" (whether known or unknown 
will be answered later) that brought 
the world into existence. Perhaps he 
is not far from the kingdom of God 
after all. But my hopes, I think fade 
in the light of his further commen-

.~tary, for he would have us believe 
·that man created God. It is rather 
puzzling to me how m/friend could 
believe the universe to be the prod
uct of creation by a "force," and yet 
maintain that God exists only in the 
mind of a deluded people. Never-

theless, we will accept his admis
sions and pray he realizes the logical ·; 
end for which they cry. · . 

_My friend claims to be agnostic. 
An agnostic, in the general sense of 
the term, is someone who does not 
know whether God exists or not. 
Yet, as we have seen, he writes that 
a "force" brought about this cre
ation, and he does so with the same 
emphasis with which he made his 
agnostic claim. Mr. Van Hoosier 
seems confused as to what an agnos
tic is and as to why he believes him
self one. Let me help him know that 
God does, indeed, exist. 

The ~xistence of G,od can be 
proved in many ways (Ontological, 
Cosmological, Teleological argu
ments, etc.); but the following logi
cal proof will suffice. Either God 
exists, or He does not. This strong 
disjunction exhausts the possibili-

ties. If God does not exist, then sub
jectivism is true. Subjectivism, how
ever, implies logical contradiction. 
Since all logical contradictions are 
false, then subjectivism is false. But 
if subjectivism is false, then it is also 
false that God does not exist. There
fore, God must exist. 

I realize that my friend will deny 
this proves the existence of God. But 
instead of making mere assertions, I 
implore him to prove his objection. If 
he can, let him either show the fal
lacy of the above argument or form 
an argument which proves that God 
does not exist. 

Perhaps I can anticipate one ob
jection my friend might make. One 
of the principal arguments those of 
Mr. Van Hoosier's persuasion offer 
is the objection from evil. It is said 
that if God is all-powerful, He can 
remove evil from the world and if · 
He is ali-good he would not allow 
evil in the world. But evil is in the 
world. Therefore, either God is not 
all-powerful or not aU-good which, 
in either case, proves that God does 
not exist. 

The answer to the previous ob
jection to the existence of God is 
rather simple. An argument of this 
kind only works when all the possi
bilities are exhausted.This is not the 
c~se, ,however, in ~he above argu
ment. Not only is God all-powerful 
and ali-good, He is also all-knowing. 
ItisatleastpossiblethatGod, whois 
infinite in knowledge, may know 
something about evil that may miti
gate against the above argument. 

·For example, what we call evi_l may 
ultimately work for our own good. 
Indeed, it often does. Therefore, the 
objection from evil fails. 

Furthermore, the agnostic asks, 
"What kind of god would do this to 
anyone, to punish them for any
thing?" I ask whatkindofGod wo11ld 
not? Does this agnostic discipline his 
children for disobedience? If so, I fail 
to see what justifies his punishment 
but not God's. Verily, the legs of the 
lamearenotequal. Theauqacityand 
arrogance of the agnostic is remark
able. The Christian is made out to be 
a horrible, hateful, ignorant monster 
and God the same, while the atheist 
and agnostic wear the halo. What a 
twist! 

This God, whom I serve, has 
revealed Himself to mankind 
through that holy volume we call the 
Bible. I want to take up Mr. Van 
Hoosier's attack on the Scriptures in 
my next letter if I am permitted to 
continue my correspondence. But, 
before closing, I want to encourage 
my friend not to be drawn into a 
system of agnosticism or atheism by 
professors such as those which oc
cupy seats at this university. The 
professors I have had here are loathe 
to respond to arguments as the one 
given above. Please do not fall into 
the ditch of ignorance b_y following 
some blind guide. 

Personal regards, 

Eric L. Padgett, Evansville. 

Reader challenges Van Hoosier's bold claims 
Letter to Allen Van Hoosier, 

•. J 

If the Bible is indeed just a fairy 
tale, as you seem to suggest, then 
take this into consideration: The Bible 
was written over a time span of hun
dreds and hundreds of years by nu
merous, different contributors. Yet 
somehow, perhaps by some "un
known force," it all fits together in 
perfect harmony. 

Could this be the same "un
known force" that allowed some
thing to hit our sun, by one chance in 
a thousand, and allowed it to pro
duce the planets? I suppose this 
would also be the same force that by 
another one chance in a thousand 
contributed the proper chemicals 
necessary for life, and the right tem
perature on one of these planets, so 
that matter on this earth could come 
to life. 

This force then "allowed," by a 
very long series of chances, for these 
living creatures to develop into things 
like you and me, living, breathing, 
reasoning, intelligent human beings 
with a moral fiber uncharacteristic 
of any other creatures roaming this 
planet. Oh well, call it dumb luck. 

In your article, you mentioned 

being frightened about living in a 
country that is 93 percent Christian. 
What country is that? Surely you~re 

not talking about the United States 
where things such as suicide, drug 
abuse, sexual immorality and mur
der dominate our newspaper head-

~ lines. The term "Christian" has been 
grossly misused and over-general
ized by today's society, but let's not 
be hypocritical. The point is, why 
would 93 percent of 250 million 
people acknowledge that something 
exists when they've never seen it? 
The simple, observable fact is that a 
very small percentage of Americans 
are walking in their Christian faith 
day to day. Yet this same 93 percent, 
many of whom have never stepped 
foot inside a church, acknowledge 
that there is a God in heaven. Have 
these people been brainwashed? Oh, 
come on. 

The Bible is full of prophecy that 
has been fulfilled over the years, and 
continues to be fulfilled today. Chris
tianity has been under heavy fire in 
recent times, largely because of false . 
prophets and others who take "the 
Word" out of context. That also, was 
prophesied. You suggested that, 
"The peopie who wrote this book are 

dose-minded, racist, sexist, judg
mental hypocrites." The fact of the 
matter is that the people who wrote 
the Bible were whipped, stoned, 
publicly humiliated, beheaded and 
crucified, yet they still stood up for 
what they believed in. Do you con
sider this hypocritical behavior? _ 

I'm very dose-minded about 
Christianity, but I can afford to be. 
I'm right. I can't deny what I feel. I 
can't deny what I've seen the Lord 
do in my life and the lives of others. 
It's not just something that I read 
and accept, it's a relationship that I 
can feel. I'm a far cry from perfect, 
but I know where I can: take my 
setbacks and adversities. My only 

wish is that you could have the same 
inner peace and assurance that I feel. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Hillyard 

"Blessed are those who are per
secuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because 
of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you." 

-Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:10-12) 

Article set gears grinding 
To Bob Wendt and Allen VanHoosiet 

First, to Allen: Congratulations 
on attempting to tackle such a con
troversial topic as the separation of 
church and state. My views do not 
necessarily agree with yours entirely, 
but the piece piqued my interest. 
Suffice it to say, that it set the gears 
of my mind grinding against each 

other. A brass-bal!s article, my com
pliments! And to l~ob: Please con
tinue with the eccentric and uncon
ventional style of Transitions. Maybe 
with the right key, you'll open a few 
closed minds. Good luck with you.r _ 
grand experiment! 

Sincerely, 
Kyle Atkinson, Evansville. 



Van Hoosier needs_ to 'ntake the right choice' 
Dear Editor: 

··My following comments are di
rected at Allen Van Hoosier. You 
makemanystrongcomments in your 
article, but one that stuck out to me 
was, "Not an all loving and accept
ingGod mind you, but a judgmental 
and condescending God." If God is 
not all loving, why did He send His 
only Son, Jesus Christ, to die for the 
sins of the world? 

Someday, perhaps, you will have 
kids, and I imagine that it will be 
unfathomable to you to sacrifice your 
child· for the sake of the world.· You 
don't seem to have a very positive 
opinion of the world anyway, so I 
can't see you giving up your own 
flesh and blood for people's wrong-

, doing. 
I am just appalled at the blas

phemy and lack of respect that you 
have shown by even comparing 
yourselfto Christ with the picture of 
you on the cross, complaining to the 
government. I feel like I'm the one 
who has been forgotten by my gov
ernment because they have allowed 
for this type of journalism to be legal 
and published, and it kills me that 
nothing can be done to stop it. 

Whatever has caused you to hate 
God so much? I know that many 
people in this world profess to be 
Christians. What was the statistic, 93 
percent of America claims to be Chris
tian? Well, there is a difference be
tween claiming to be a Christian, 
going to church every Sunday, or 

. even only on Easter, praying, giving 
money and all these other things 
people equate with religion, and 
having a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

~--- . 
In answer to your question, no, ~Aiso,J!. you have ever studied 

the whole country is not going to the Bible you ~ightbe more apt to 
heaven in a handbasket. In all actu- believe it because· th the book of 
ality, probably very few people will Revelation it talks about tfiings that 
gotoheaven. Theyarefoolingthem- are going to occur before Christ's 
selves into thinking that they can return. Many of them have hap
worktheirwayintothepearlygates, pened, and many other prophecies 
but until people realize that all they are beginning to be fulfilled. One 
have to do is ask Christ to come into day they will all have occurred, and 
their hearts and believe that He died that's when Christ will return. 
and rose again in three days and is I promise you, Allen, some day 
coming back, sooner than we know, you will stand face to face with Jesus 
they will never go to heaven. · Christ and wish that you had opened 

Allen, many people claim to be your heartto Him. Please don' tthink 
Christians and then tum around and that you've found the answer to your 
do things that make people like you questions simply by raising more 
wonder about Christianity. For ex- questions and denying God, the 
ample,JimmySwaggart,JimBakker, TRUE answer to all of life's ques
etc. Even on a smaller scale, you tions. 
probablyhavefriendswhohavedone I'm not trying to sound like a 
hypocritical things. I myself am guilty . Clarence Thomas "Holy Roller," in 
of doing things that don't coincide your words. I'm just a concerned 
with my beliefs, but this goes along Christian who doesn't want to see 
with being human. Yes, we were anyone go to hell. And there is a hell. 
createdinChrist'simage,butwe iue Allen, God loves you even though 
still human and are still going to sin. you can't seem to believe that or 
That's just part of life. believe in Him. He loves you and me 

What I believe has a lot to do and everyone, in spite of ourselves. 
with faith. If you have none, there is That's what's so hard to compre
simply no sane way to believe what hen d. 
Ido.Eitherl'mthebiggestfool walk- The reason I was so upset when 
ing around, or what I believe is the I read your article is because as you 
absolute truth. I obviously feel it's said, we Christians are, '"hung up' 
the truth. You said in your article on martyrdom, anyway." I would 
that the Bible is, " ... nothing more die for my God and my beliefs. You 
than a story ... " To believe whatl do, are just so casually degrading the 
you have to take the Bible very liter- one person who loves you more than 
ally and believe that it's the whole anyone you could ever know. You 
truth. are making light of such a huge issue 

As I just stated, I may be believ- to many, other than myself. 
ing a total lie, but I have seen too I agree with Bob that it is your 
many evidences in my life of God's first amendment right to print this 
love and His reality not to take this kind of a·rticle, but I think this is 
"holy" book for what it is, the truth. much bigger than simply an issue of 

rights. This is a moral and spiritual 
issue, but most of all, this is an issue 
about life and where you will spend 
yours eternally. 

I've considered the things that 
you wrote. Again, pleasedon'tthink 
that you could ever compare your
self to Christ. You or I could never 
imagine the pain He went through 
on the cross. 

Please think long and hard when 
you are writing the refrain from 
lumping all Christians into the group 
of "Fascists." You are obviously 
asking others to consider your close
minded opinion, but I'm begging 
you to open your mind and heart 
and reevaluate the beliefs that you 
would die for. 

Allen, I didn' t mean for this let
ter to tum into a novel, and by no 
means am I condemning you or what 
you choose to believe. It is your right, 
just as it is my right to believe what 
I choose. I'm not trying to force my 
beliefs on you. 

But, pleasedon'tfurtherdegrade 
those of us who do choose to believe 
in the things that you feel are so 
ridiculous. I know that if you would 
justgiveGod a chance that He could 
really work in your life. He's amaz
ing! 

Thank you for reading my com
ments as I have yours. Remember 
John 3:16- "For God so loved the 
world (you) that he gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever be
lieves in Him will not perish, but 
have everlasting life." Make the right 
choice. 

Gail A. Bridgewater 

Writer feels that Van Hoosier is· misleading 
Mr. Van Hoosier, 

Your article on our country, 
speaking from an American view
point, concerning God and his influ
ence was very well written as well as 
eloquent. I'm happy to say, how
ever, that eloquence is probably the 
only thing that you and I have in 
common. 

Anyone who has not had a fron
tal lobotomy c·an string a few sen
tences together in verbal harmony. 
However, to get to the purpose of 
my rebuttal, I will ask but only one 
question. Whatisitthatyou believe? 

You've strung your thoughts on 
a clothesline and p1cked Christianity 
as a topic for a cult discussion. How
ever, how can one judge something 
that he or she knows very little or 
nothing about? 

You refer to the Bible as a hand
book to the "close-minded racists" 
of Anglo-Saxon descent. However, 
the Anglo-Saxons are not God's cho
sen people. It is the Israelites, or 
Jewish nation, that God has looked 
after. If we, speaking as fellow Chris
tians, were racists, would we ·not 
signify ourselves as the "chosen 
ones?" 

Regarding your referencing 
Jesus Christ to other so called "emi
nent men," you overlooked one very 
important issue. Buddha, Romulus, 
or Alexander the Great never rose 
from the dead promising to return. 

If, by chance, you could stomach 
your way through it, I suggest you 
read the Bible just a little bit more. I 
think you will find that it is not only 
a history of the past, but it is also a 
guide for the future. This book bases 
its soul purpose on a man that nearly 
2000 years ago died for each and 
every one of us. This is what you call 
self-righteousand judgmental? What 
more could a person give in this life 
than to sacri(ice himself for another 
human being? Could you be so com
passionate and forgiving when your 
own race condemned you? 

As far as God being "judgmen-_ 
tal and condescending," I think that 
you wereprobablylookingintoyour 
own heart instead of God's. 

"For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlast
ing life." John 3:16. 

This country has prospered and 
grew because we, the 93 percent, 
have believed in God and his son's 
promise. We might not be "self-righ
teous, fiery, boisterous, politically
active, bleeding-heart liberal agnos
tics," but we believe in a higher pur
pose. We know that there is a higher 
ground on which all men can stand 
equal in the sight of God. The kind of 
happiness and bliss that we can only 
dream of in our hearts shall be 
opened to those who believe. 

On the other hand, until then, 
the world must be subject to the 
blasphemy that you refer to as litera
ture. We must have our courts 
plagued with the American Civil 
Liberties Union's rendition of jus
tice. We will have drug addiction, 
the AIDS virus, and abortion fester 
in our country as a label for free 
rights for those who do not want to 
search for God. 

I sincerely hope that you have 
not got t~e wrong impression of this 
letter. I'm not condemning you; you 
have already taken care of that your
self. I'm just imploring to you that a 
"man is something that's real; it's 
not what you are, it's what you be
lieve in." 

Christians are very different 
from whatyoudescribe.A true Chris
tian would want you to feel the same 
happiness and peace that they have 
found through the love of Jesus 
Christ. If it appears that we are over
bearing at times, I guess we consider 
a person's soul to be pretty impor
tant. 

If I seemed to get off the subject 
of the government's trust in God, I 
was just following your lead. This 
was but a scapegoat for you to down
grade many people's beliefs. 

I, for one, will not sit back and 
watch you misinform others. 

Brian Dardeen, Evansville 

Student responds to Van Hoosier 
Dear Mr. Van Hoosier, 

You are my hero. I only wish 
that I were as intelligent and knowl
edgeable about the existence of God 
as you are; you have all the answers. 

My problem is that I went to a 
parochial school for thirteen years of 
my life. They brainwashed me into 

. receiving a quality education, re
specting my parents and peers, and 
accepting other people's beliefs and 
values. 

Who knows, Allen, maybe with 
your leadership and guidance we 
can learn to be as politically correct 
as you are. 

Sincerely, 

John V. Goebel, Senior 

*P .S. 1 often find that arrogant, closed 
minded and self-righteous people do not 
recognize sarcasm, so I wanted to let you 
know that this is a sarcastic letter. 



It's the year of the Olympics, a time 
in which world comp~tition is at its 
highest, a time when the countries come 
together to compete in friendly games. 

In the realm of politics, the tone of 
comPetition is quite different. While U.S. 
and Japanese athletes battle it out for the 
gold, their political counterparts play~ 
ing the game of world economics are 
going for blood. The Japanese are taking 
a '"'no holds barred" approach to the 
u.s. 

Using colorful political rhetoric as 
their weapon of choice, the Japanese are 

According to some economists the 
charges the Japanese are making are 
based on so-called "half-truths." The 
United States is still the wealthiest and 
most productive country in the _worl& 
U.S. economic decline is greatly exag
gerated. Prior to the 1980's, the Japanese 
econ~~y was growing much faster than 

Point 
By Jason Davis 

waging an all out verbal war against the the U.S. economy due to the factthatthe 
United States. Japaneseeconomy)Vasatrockbottomat 

It all started in January of th\s year the end of World War II and the U.S. 
when Japan's lower House Speaker economywasatoneofitsall time highs. 
Yoshio Sakurauchi proclaimed that U.S. The Japanese economy had all the room 
workers are· lazy and partly iJliterate. to grow. 
This statement sent a wave of disbelief The U.S. economy has made slow 
andangerthroughouttheUnitedStates. · steady growth but has had little room 

This was not to be the end, though. for improvement. Jerry Jorden, chief 
Two weeks la-ter other Japanese officials economist for First Interstate Bancorp in 
joined the bandwagon. This Jist of offi- · Los Angeles, states that "the level of 
cials ranged from the Prime :rvlinister productivityamongU.S:workersisdefi
Kiichi Miyazawa to former Minister of nitelyhigherthanamongJapanesework-
lnternational Trade Kabun Muto. ers." ' . 

Miyazawa told the Japanese Parlia- Jorden asks this question of 
menton Feb. 3 that Americans are "los- Miyazawa, "Where does he get his evi
ing their work ethic and the drive to Jive dence?" It apparently is not from very 
by the sweat of their brow." A former reliable sources. According to many 
cabinet minister told a Parliament com- studies and statistics the averageAmeri
mittee that the faltering American can worker is a hard worker. The U.S. 
economy .was due to the fact that "U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics showed the 
workers put in only three good days on average workweek in American manu
the job each week." facturing was 40.8 hours in 1990, up 

Mutoexpanded this idea while dis- from 39.7 hours in 1980. 
cussing American auto workers. He "Americans are starving for time," 
stated that the workers are too preoccu- saidresearchersatthe Washington-based 
pied with the upcoming weekends on . . Economic Policy Institute. The study, 
Fridays and that they can not put their conducted by Juliet Schor of Harvard 
whole effort into their work performance University and Laura Leete-GuyofCase 
on Monday because they played too 
hard on Saturday and Sunday . . One 
might assume that this leaves only Tues
day, Wednesday and Thursday to get 
anything out of the American workers. 

Are these things true? Is the United 
States filled with lazy, unmotivated, il
literate workers? It is easy to spout 
accusations, but it is another thing to 
back them up. 

' 1 

Western University, shows that the_ av
erage U.S. worker puts in 140m ore hours 
on the job per year- than he did two 

· decades ago. 
Figuring in the rise in work hours, 

commuting time and the decline of time 
off, the economists said that Americans 
are spending 158 hours more each year 
on work. That is equal to an extra month 
of work each year. "The Japanese state
ments about Americans being lazy and 
not wanting to work are not based on 
fact.," Leete-Guy said. 

Cynthia Latta, a senior financial 
economist at DRI-McGraw Hill stated, 
"The (Japanese) comparison-is really in 
number of hours worked, not in pro
ductivity per se. That may be why the 
Japanese are saying Americans are get
ting soft and lazy." 

Americans are working more than 
ever, out producing the Japanese, yet . 
the Japanese still complain. 

Perhaps it is all of the leisure time 
Americans take that is upsettingtheJapa-

. nese. ThesamestudythatshowedAmeri
cans were working an extra month per 
year also showed that they were taking 
less vacations, holidays and personal 
days. Paid time off fell approximate! y 15 
percent in the 1980's. Americans had an 
average of 16.1 days off in 1989. In con
trast, the study cited many European 
countries where workers received up to 
five weeks of paid vacations. If Ameri
cans are taking less time off and spend-' 
ingmoretimeworking, then why do the 
Japanese still. complain? It may well be 
because Japanese workers make only 85 
per cent of the wages of their American 
counterparts. According to the U.S. La
bor Department, the average cost of la
bor in the United States was ,$14.77 in 

Overheard in an unemployment 
line: I'm thinkin' 'bout movin' to Japan for 
a job. I wonder if they need anybody to test 
remote controls or some of those new high
tech TV's? 

As the American recession plum
mets and unemployment rises, a scape
goat is needed to take the brunt of the 
failed responsibility. Our government 
and business can only handle so much 
of the blame. No need to look impotent. 
That is why we are looking to Japan, 
condemning them for ruining our 
economy and taking our jobs. For some 
reason, we are not criticizing them for 
their superior products or low . prices, 
but for being crafty and unfair traders 
and for stealing our seat as the most 
powerful economic nation. 

Should Americans give · the country to 
Japan or should we try Buy America? 

Inrecentmonths,despitediplomatic 
trade talks, Japan and America have 
exchanged insults about general popu
lation and businesses. This barrage con
tinues as American leaders in politics 
and business are trying to even out the 
trade imbalance and are hoping to re
store a little national face. 

Japan has become our enemy, the 
equivalent of what Russia was a decade 
ago. Only this is an economic war. 

The origin of the insults is next to 
impossible to trace, but politician Yoshio 
Sakurauchi's comment fed the flames 
and received the most reaction. 
Sakurauchi said "The root of the (trade) 
problem lies in the inferior quality of 
U.S. labor. The American worker doesn' t 
work enough but wants higher pay. 
About one-third can't even read." 

He should get his facts straight -
. the illiteracy rate in the work force is 

only 15 percent. As for the stinging re
mark of American laziness and greed, 
nothing hurts like the truth. Americans 
are lazy and greedy. We want the most 
we can get for ourselves for the least 
amount of effort. 

Who wants to work60 hours a week, 
with low pay, for the glory of the coun
try.? Not us. Americans want to 
work. .. no, take that back- Americans 
do not want to work, but are forced into 
it to sustain themselves. We prefer to 
work the least amount of hours for the 
greatestamountofpersonalbenefitsand 
money. 

Aside from a sumo wrestler, how 
many beer-belly Japanese men do you 
see? 

So now, in America's holier-than
thou reaction, we are traitors and scum 
if we support Japiin by buying their 

- CounterJX?int-
By Matt Maxwell 

prod ucts.ln Greece, N.Y., the town board 
voted not to buy a $40,000 excavating 
machine from Japan. Instead, they 
bought a $55,000 John Deere. In Los 
Angeles, the county officials repealed a 
$122 million contract with a Japanese 
firm to build public railcars. Several Ford 
plants are forcing employees with for
eign cars to park in the rear lot or face 
towing. It is all part of the Buy American 
anthem. 

It is harder to buy American than it 
looks. Ask the people in Greece, N.Y. 
The engine in the John Deere came from 
Japan; the machine they turned down 
was made in the U.S. 

But what is the point of Buying 
American? Keeping the economy from 

stagnating? Preserving jobs? 
Okay, those are noble and wise in

tentions, but where is the wisdom when 
American products cost more thanJapa
nese counterparts and the quality sucks? 
Who is being protected by inferior, high
priced products?. 

A money-conscious person, as most 
Americans are, logically buys the best, 
longest-lasting product with the lowest 
price. And right now that just happens 
to be Japanese imports. 

It is our own fault, no matter how 
much we cry, whine and throw-up on 

1 dignitaries. American products suck and 
the prices are outrageous. We can not 

. blame the Japanese for our own defi
ciencies. Their national character made 
them superior. 

Americans work to Jive; Japanese 
Jive to work. AmeriCans want fewer 
hours and higher pay; Japanese work 
for the benefit of the country. American 
workers are expendable assets; Japa
nese treat the government, the businesses 
and its people as one. 

The Japanese also know how to 
control imports for the protection of the 
people. They do not want fatal car acci
dents instigated by inferior American 
automobiles. They are not dumb. They 
are protecting their citizens. Our gov-;, 
ernment sure as hell does not do that. 

And how can we blame the Japa
nese for our recession, our unemploy
ment, our losing the highest perch in the 
world when we made them what they 
are? After World War II, we helped 
them out to the best of our abilities; we 

'. 

1990. The Japanese were not far behind 
with an hourly cost of $12.64 for labor. 
Not bad considering that U.S. workers 
made 31 per cent less than their counter
parts in West Germany, whomade$21.53 
per hour in 1990. . 

Other European countries average 
more than $20 per hour included Swit
zerland, Sweden and Finland. Workers 
in Canada, France and Italy all made 
more than $15 per hour. Clearly the 
Japanese cannot complain about 
America's w:ages being too high. 

What should Americans do in re
sponse to these unfair and untr~e accu
sations? Some believe we should Buy 
American. This is a great idea but is a 
hard one to practice. 

For instance, I support the buying 
of American products all the way, so 
when I went to buy a car I bought an all
out American automobile: a Dodge. · 
Imagine my surprise when I went to 
change the oil only to discover that all . 
thenutsand bolt were metric. Why were 
they metric? Because my engine is a 
Japanese-built engine with a design 
based on the metric system. 

Come to find out my car was built 
in the good old USA, but with parts 
shipped from Japan. 

There are still many cards to be 
played in this economic game with Ja
pan. We seem to have a good hand, but 
we should never underestimate our op
ponent. 

This statement appeared in a 1958 
issue of Business Week: "With over 50 
foreign cars already on sale here, the 
Japanese auto industry isn't likely to 
carve out a big slice of the U.S. market." 
As a matter of fact the Japanese have 
spent more than $9 billion on U.S. car 
plants, creating more than 110,000 jobs 
for Americans. While the Japanese are 
trying to help create jobs for Americans, 
they seem to be doing more harm than 
good. · . 

Buying American first is an excel
lent idea. We need to break away from 
our depena ence on Japanese and other 
foreign manufactured items. It is our 
lust for these items that is leaving us 

at home. 

organized the rebuilding of their cities; 
we builtsteelmillsand plants. We taught 
them capitalism. We created a new Ja
pan. 

They used to idolize us for what we 
gave to them, but now, well, they think 
it is time for us to look up to them. Their 
country is safer for their people, their 
economy is not in a recession and their 
products are better and cheaper .. 

We became complacent sitting in 
our recliner, a beer in one hand and a bag 
of chips in the other with the large Japa
nese television showing two different 
channels and a remote control that only 
a genius could figure out (except the 
average Japanese adult has no problem 
with it). We thought our powerful roost 
would always last and America would 
always be number one. No way could a 
bunch of slant-eyes surpass good-ole
boy American know-how. 

Well, our eyes are just now begin
ning to open and realize that those timid 
foreigners are whipping our asses and 
there is little we can do. We rei yon Japan 
and their products. 

Japan sits in the driver's seat, and 
the wisest thing we can conjure is Buy 
American. How is Japan going to react to 
fanatic American patriotism and Japan
bashing? By tightening their import 
doors on already-inferior products. And 
where does that lead the cleansed 
America? With the trade deficit grea,ter 
that the present exorbitant price tag of 
$46 billion. 

ThoseJapsarenotdumb. They have 
got us figured out. · 
, How much d_o w~ know of them? 

Let's keep bitchin'; whinin' ' and 
flippin' remote controls and we are . 
bound to find out. 

Just give it a few years, Saki will out 
sell Coke, McDonald's will introduce a 
McSushi Sub and Domino's will make 
rice pizzas. 

. ' . 

. ' 



New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison (Kevin Costner) goes over a model of the murder scene to provide the court with evidence to 
prove the Warren Commission's findings of a lone assassin false. Photo courtesy ofWarner Bros. 

by Chad L. Williams 

W~ere were you on Nove~
ber 22, 1963, between noon and 
12:30? For the majority of the stu
dents here at the university, most 
of us didn't even exist. Yet for 
some, the day Lee i-IarveyOswald 
assassinated John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy is a moment that has 
never been forgotten. 

Oliver Stone 

At the 
t i m e , 
Americans 
were first 
shocked, 
then · out
raged. 
And that 
rage de
manded a 
victim; 
someone 
on whom 
to place the 
blame. Our 
govern 
ment gave 
us Oswald, 
a lone as
sass in 
whose past 

affiliation with Communism gave 
us what we wanted: a simple, easy 
answer. 

Can we ever forget? No, and 
we shouldn't forget. Though his 
career as president was short, 

Kennedy gave many dramatic 
speeches. The speech that he gave 
at American University in June 
1963 strikes.a chord with me: " .. .if 
we cannot end now our differ
ences, at least we can help make 
the world safe for diversity. For, 
in the final analysis, our most ba
sic common link is that we all 
inhabit this small planet. We all 
breathe the same air. We all cher
ish our children's future. And we 
are all mortal." 

Most of us are now the chil
dren of that future Kennedy pre
dicted. The nineties have slowly 
proved him right. Sometimes we 
wonder, "What would have hap
pened if he hadn' t died?" Some . 
say Vietnam wouldn't have hap
pened. Others say the Cold War 
would have ended much sooner. 
Whatever the reason, the Kennedy 
assassination has brought forth a · 
new generation of thinkers, people 
who will not let history pass by 
and remain unanswered. 

Take Oliver Stone's" recent 
exploration into the unknown. JFK 
is based on the 1988 novel, "On the 
Trail of Assassins" by Jim Garri
son and the book "Crossfire: The 
Plot that Killed Kennedy" by Jim 
Marrs. 

Basically, JFK chronicles Jim 
Garrison's investigation into the 

assassination-as District Attor
ney · of New Orleans-and the 
prosecution of New Orleans busi-

. nessman Clay SJ:law (who later 
was revealed to be working for the 
CIA) for conspiracy in the mur
der. The film also utilizes public 
sources and other information 
whichhassurfacedinthepasttwo 
decades, including recent mate
rialfrom the investigations by the 
House Select Committee on As
sassinations. 

But before I dwell on the as
pects of the movie, let's review the 
past as it has been written. 

History deemed the murder 
of President Kennedy a simple 
crime to solve. An angry and sad

. d ened nation' watched as Lee 
Harvey Oswald was arrested for 
the murder of a Dallas police offi
cer, then implicated in the assassi
nation of the President less than 
two hours after Kennedy's mur
der. Within24 hours, Oswald him-

. self was murdered while being 
escorted through the parking ga
rage at the Dallas Police Head
quarters by a minor hood named 
Jack Ruby. From the time of his 
arrest until his death, Oswald had 
steadfastly maintained his inno
cence, declaring to the police and 
press, "I'm just a patsy." 

President Lyndon Johnson, 
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fe, Sissy Spacek, 
rd winner her-

self for Coal Miner's Daughter, 
brings forth her image of the bal
anced domestic wife. With re
spected actors from an older gen
eration - Jack Lemmon, Walter 
Matthau and Donald Sutherland 
plus those of a younger genera
tion- Joe Pesci, John Candy, Gary 

Oldman, Tommy Lee Jones and 
Kevin Bacon-Stone fuels his film's 
arguments by attracting movie
goers of all ages. This was excel
lent marketing strategy, pure and 
simple. How do you sell a film 
that's mostly a dramatic documen
tary? Use actors with established 

reputations who share your views. 
Genius or cheap ploy? Take your 
pick. 

Another problem with JFK is 
the assumptions · Stone makes 
when setting up a scene of what 
may have happened. When the 
trial of Clay Shaw wasin~ull force, 

Garrison challenged the so-called 
"Magic Bullet Theory." This 
theory contends that the Texas 
Governor John Connally, riding 
in the front seat of the President's 
car, was hit by the same bullet that 

- - -- continued on next page 

Lee Harvey Oswald (Gary Oldman) tells a shattered nation through the media that he was only a "patsy". Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 
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JFK- continued 

pierced President Kennedy's neck. 
Garrison, and many experts at 

the time, contend that the path of the 
bullet would make it highly unlikely 
to have caused all the damage .that it 
did to both men. The fact that it 
appeared in pristine form beside 
Governor Connally at the hospital 
makes it impossible. 

The Warren Commission had 
concluded that the two men were hit 
less than 2.3 seconds apart. But 
Oswald's rifle, a single-shot Itaiian 
model, was found by the Commis
sion to be incapable of firing faster 
than one shot every 2.3 seconds. 
Thus, .unless the same bullet went 
through both the President and the 
Governor, they had to be shot by two 
different gunmen. 

The "Magic Bullet Theory" may 
have some scientific basis, but evi
dence seems to document support 
that Oswald had help, which gives 
merit to the theory of a second gun
man located on the "grassy knoll." 
Whether or not there was more than 
one gunman is beside the point. Stone 
uses this information as the basis of 
his interpretation, portraying the as
sassination as one big conspiracy, 
filming his movie in the same section 
of- Dallas in which Kennedy was 
killed. He uses his dramatic license 
on the assumptions, not the facts, of 
the assassination scene. Using the 
conspiracy angle, Stone used four 

New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison (Kevin Costner) reveals to the press his plans to prosecute Clay Shaw for the con
spiracy to assassinate President John F. Kennedy. Photo courtesy of Warner Bros. 

gunmen at probable locations and, fit. Fine, there's nothing wrong with and Oliver Stone, today, is a director 
step by step, reconstructed a possible Stone expressing his dramatic views of fiction. 
logical answer to the assassination. bn film, but I question any film that 

I would be the first to admit I portrays"facts"builtonhearsayand 
was impressed by the explanation. circumstantial evidence. 
That's the problem. The audience And until the federal govern
was actualiy believing Stone's ver- mentliftsthe75-yearconcealmentof 
sion of the assassination. History the Warren Commission evidence, 
was being rewritten before our eyes the assassination of John Fitzgerald 
on thebigscreenand there's nothing Kennedy will rem~in as history has 
anybody could do about it. Stone's been dictated: Lee Harvey Oswald, 
First Amendment privileges give a lone assassin, shot and killed the 
him the rightto do whatever he sees President of the United States in 1963, 

BSU promotes black awareness 
by Lara·Sears 

The Black Student Union (BSU) 
is one of more than 70 clubs and 
organizations registered with the 
Office of Student Life. The goal of its 
26 active members is to promote 
black awareness, both on campus 
and in the community. 

"We're also trying to promote 
recognition ofthe organization," said 
President Karlissa Scott. According 
to Scott, BSU is trying to spread 
culture. 

BSU has sponsored several 
dances at local high schools, both to 
recruit members and to encourage 
more students to attend college, Scott 
said. 

The organization encourages 
high school students to attend col
lege by sponsoring an annual.Pride 
Fair. Students spend a Saturday at 

USI. After registering, the students 
talk to recruiters at information 
booths. Students can talk with ad
missions counselors about financial 
aid and class requirements. After a 
complimentary dinner, students lis
ten to a guest speaker who t~lks 
about campus life and how to suc
ceed in college. The evening ends 
with a dance. 

To promote Black History 
month, BSU held a Black and White 
Ball on Feb. 21. This dance was open 
to everyone on campus. The money 
raised helped fund the annual Pride 
Fair. 

Those interested in becoming a 
member of a club (hat works not 
only with the campus, but also with 
the community, call the Office of 
Student Life at 464-1872. 

Apply for 

Editor 
of Transitions or The .Shield 

Interested canidates should submit a cover letter, a re
sume, and copies of no more than six pieces of writing to 
Ronald . C. Roat, assistant professor of journalism and 
chairman of the Student Publications Committee. 

Materials must be submitted by 10 a.m. Friday, March 
27, in Roat's mailbox in the School of Liberal Arts. 

Sources: 
~arner Bros. Publicity Dept. 
"On the Trail of Assassins" by Jtm 
Garrison, 1988. JFK directed by Oliver 
Stone. The Dallas Morning News. Sun
day,April14, 1991 . "JFK: The Mystery 
Becomes a Movie." 
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Coach Dugan discusses strategy during a game against Kentucky State 

Taking the 
Right Chance 

Coach Chancelor Dugan is on th·e road to victory . 

By Trisha Kempa 

At the sound of the buzzer, the Lady Eagles 
were down by four points. Despite the defeat, 
think of it as "not getting beat, just running out of 
time." These are the words of USI's newest asset, 
Coach Chancelor Dugan. 

Taking over the 
women' s basketball 
team must definitely 
be a challenge. With 
many talented young 
women on the team, 
the challenge is to get 
past the hardships of 
thelastcoupleofyears 
and move on. Basi
cally, to get the girls 
to love the sport 
again. 

The 6-foot-2 
Dugan is a native of Louisville, Ky. In highschool, 
she excelled on the swim team, but never played 
basketball. During the first semester of her fresh
man year at Bellarmine College, she was on the 
swim team, but still she did not play basketball. 

Why not? Because she had developed 
knee trouble from growing six inches in one year. 
She always wanted to play basketball, but did not 
begin to play until the second semester of her 

freshman year at Eastern Kentucky University. 
The summer between her freshman and 

sophomore year proved to be a challenge that 
required dedication. "Chance" worked out in a 
gym eight hours a day to become the best player 
she could possibly be. During this time, her per
formance increased, and for the next three years, 
she was a starting player on the team. Not only 
was she a starting player, but she also became the 
leading rebounder and the second highest scorer. 

After graduation, she filled the position 
of head coach in George West, Texas, and assis
tantcoachattheUniversityofAlabama,Morehead 
State, and then at Eastern Kentucky University 
for two years. 

When the position opened at USI for a 
women's head basketball coach, Dugan Viewed it 
as a "great opportunity and job." What does all 
this add up to? A lady who is where she is today 
through dedication and optimism~ 

How does she feel about coaching the 
Lady Eagles? She is extremely optimistic and 
looks to bring outthe talent in each player. Dugan 
finds it difficult to instill a positive attitude and 
believes, "nothing will ever get done if a person 
doesn't set aside the time to do it - always be 
positive." 

She spoke of athletes not having as much 

dedication as they used to because of peer pres
sures or not being focused on just one sport. 
Dugan encourages "school first." 

In speaking of her players, she says no 
two are alike. She wants them to always work 
nard and tfiinks of the team as a close-knit group. 
Dugan describes herself as very honest- some
one who does not play mind games with the 
players. Because of her open-door policy, Dugan 
gets along well with her players and is always 
willing to listen if they need to talk. 

"The whole team loves her and has a lot 
of respect for her. She is on the right track to turn 
the team around," said Heidi Bullock, USI sopho
more guard. 

M;my of the other team members said 
Dugan has put the fun back into basketball and 
made it exciting again. Dugan has invested much 
effort and made a great deal of progress with the 
women's program. 

"There's no comparison to last year -
the atmosphere is very positive," said Sharon 
Gentry, sophomore guard. Other members of the 
Athletic Department have nothing but positive 
comments for the new coach. 

What is her coaching philosophy? "To 
prepare as best we can be prepared for whoever 
we play." Dugan does not have many rules except 
to live and learn. Her coaching centers around 
three-pointers, all-over pressure defense and an 
up-tempo pace during a game. Dugan feels de
fense has carried them, but that both offense and 
defense need to be consistent. She views the team 
as young, but very talented. D~an positively 
feels we will see a vast improvement between this 
year's team and next year's team. 

Dugan does enjoy life outside basketball. 
She is single and has always opted for a career 
first. She likes being single, but also likes to date 
and have fun. Dugan likes life and doing what she 
wants. She likes workouts, step aerobics, golf, 
riding horses and three on three tournaments. 
Basically, she likes anything to do outdoors. 

Dugan loves USI, "Everyone involved 
has been great and very respectful." 
-------------------------------- + 
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She preserves past for future 
Step into Marjorie Melvin Jones' 

office and be swept into the past. 
The interior, at first glance, is the 

aftermath of a tornado. But closer 
inspection reveals carefully washed 
and sorted pot shards, chert arrow
heads, stone drills and hand axes 
awaiting classification and storage. 
On the walls hang pictures offering 
glimpses of other lands, .other cul
tures. 

In the midst of all this sits . 
Marjorie Jones wearing a black suit, 
white blouse and red Indian beads. 
Affectionately known as Marge to 
her University of Southern Indiana 
anthropology, archaeology, and 
Spanish students, she is always busy. 

Waving her hand, she says, "Sit 
down anywhere. I'll be back as soon 
as I get this student started on his 
make-up test." She zooms out the 
door with a non-traditional student 
in tow. 

.Laughter, directed at both her
self and the world at large, punctu.
ates her conversation. 

This self-described ''early baby 
boomer" was born in Mattoon, Ill. 
Her parents, Marlowe and Ruth 
Melvin, made no distinction between 
Jones and her two brothers . . They 
were encouraged to do what -they 
wanted and be successfuL She says 
that both her parents are successful 
hut:nan .beings who m~y envy her 
interesting life a little. 

Jonestookherbachelor'sdegree 
in anthropology from Indiana :Uni
versity and her master's from the 
University of Arizona. 

This divorced mother of four 
has managed to squeeze some of her 
extensive doctoral dissertation re
search on elites, ritual and political 
power in Evansville, into teaching, 
rearing three sons and a daughter 
and being politically active to the 
point of arising before dawn to work 
at the polls on election day. 

She is also involved in cleaning 
some Hopewell Indian artifacts do
nated to the university for teaching 
aids and re-boxing historical arti
facts from digs in New Harmony. 

At USI during the fall semester, 
she taught an archaeology class, an 
anthropology class and two Spanish 
classes. 

This "world's oldest graduate 
student" stresses how much she en
joys teaching at USI, where she hopes 
to finish her career. Jones says she 
particularly enjoys the greater vari
ety of people present in the student 
body ofUSI. 

"Anthropology is particularly 
important to universities in the Mid
west, where student bodies haven't 
had the opportunity to travel," she 
said. "Althoughitdoesn'tsubstitute 
for foreign travel, it exposes stu
dents to foreign cultures, societies 

Jones has trav
eled more than most. 
She spent a year and 
a half in Sweden, 
where she attended 
the U(liversity of 
Uppsala and the 
University of 
Stockholm. She then 
toured.Europe with 
her family, went to 
Rome to visit her 
grandfather and 
traveled to Mexico 
and Bolivia. 

When speaking 
on thesubjectofloot
ing of archaeologi
cal sites, her smile 
fades and her laugh
ter dies. She be
comes intense. 

"Unscientific 
looting destroys the 
sites," she said . 
"The scientists can- . 
not reconstruct what 
happened in the 
past, even if a per
son takes .careful . 
notes. This type of 
activity is very de
structive. .It's just .· 
greed, always justi
fied as interest." 

She became 
even more intense as 
she spoke about the 
indictment of 
Arthur Gerber of 
Tell City in July for 
transporting, receiv
ing, buying and sell
ing of artifacts across state lines and 
conspiring to do this. 

Jones said the importance of this 
case was two-fold. First, it estab
lished a precedent that such laws do 
apply to artifacts taken from private 
lands. Gerber's attorneys argued 
that the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act (ARPA) was too vague 
and didn't apply to private lands. 
The judge ruled that the ARPA was 
not too vague and does, indeed, ap
ply to private lands. 

Second, the indictment of one 
of the major dealers of artifacts (well
known and outspoken) tells the pub
lic that this is not an acceptable acti v
ity. Those engaging in such activi
ties will be indicted and prosecuted. 

Gerber's trial is set for late April. 
Even though Jones condemns 

this type of activity,she takes advan
tage of any opportunity to talk to 
looters. Their first-hand knowledge 
of what they have seen and uncov
ered is all that is left of many ar
chaeological sites. This kind of 
knowledge is better than nothing, 
and she tries to obtain as much infor-
mation from them as possible. 
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B)' Margie Drennan 
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"I think they (the children) have lesser chances because of 
the diminished prospects of our country. I find that regret-
table." Marjorie Melvin Jones 

ries about her children, about the 
adjustments they have had to make 
to her divorces and their futures. 
She said the kinds of futures the 
children canhave are less than her 
generation's due to the "dec~ine of 
the American Empire." 

"We (the United States) are on 
the way down. I think they (the 
children) have lesser chances be
cause of the diminished prospects 
of our country. I find that regret
table," she said, shoving her glasses 
higher on her nose. "People today 
are cynical about politics, govern
ment and service to the commu
nity." 

"During the civil rights era, we 
had to brave real danger to work 
with other people. We were willing 
to comt:nit to something, a cause," 
she said, shaking her head. "People 
today are not inclined to take risks. 

. Solutions to problems in the city, 
state, country and the world are 
more difficult to see and make hap
pen, more subtle. The drama is 
missing. I think the complexity of 

the problems makes people feel help
less." 

She said that with the·economy 
worsening and no external enemies 
looming over us, we will tum on 
ourselves. Leaders will feed on preju
dices and worse ideas. On the na
tional scene, modern politics will 
play on the worst aspects of people's 
nature and fim the flames of bigotry 
for short-term political gain. 

"In the long term, we will pay a 
heavy price," she said. "The price is 
someone like David Duke." 

She said anthropology is what 
she wan ted to do for most of her life. 
At the age of eight, she wanted to be 
a paleontologist, but she gradually 
shifted to anthropology. Paleontol
ogy involved a lot of geology. 

"I'm no damned good at math," 
she said, laughing. 

"You're lucky if you can manage 
to do something you want to do and 
be able to talk to someone into pay
ing you for doing it," she said, grin
ning. "I've been lucky." 

----- + 



Video Review 

SpUce Lee exceeds 
himself In 

Jungle Fever 
----~~~b~y_L_~_a __ Sm __ Uh~i -----

. 
Jungle Fever is not a movie en-

tirely abou tinterracial relationships. 
Although much of its initial public
ity centered around the· issue, focus
ing entirely on that aspect of Spike 
Lee's latest masterpiece would be 
distorting the most important issue 
of this film. 

]ungleFeverisaboutpeople.Not 
just black people either. But people 
as human beings with problems. 
Most of Lee's attention is focused on 
an upwardly mobile African-Ameri
can man trying to live his life and 
raise his- young daughter the best 
way he knows how. Flipper (Wesley 
Snipes) and his beautiful wife, Drew 
(Lonette McKee), have a wonderful 
marria~ and ~n e ually wonderful 
daughter. Flipper is a rising talent in 
a large architectural firm, which he 
helped to create. 

His wonderful life is not with
out its problems, though. Flipper's 
brother, Gator (Samuel L. Jackson), 
does not aspire to the high hopes 
that his brother holds. In fact, the 
only high Gator is interested in is the 
kind he gets from a crack pipe. Gator 
is an incorrigible, grade-A crack 

head. The only time he speaks to 
Flipper or his parents is when he 
needs money. Flipper and his family 
have a weakness for Gator's sweet
talking and usually give him the 
money, all the while wishing he 
would helB,himself. 

Gator is one of Flipper's weak
nesses, the other is curiosity. 

Curiosity enters the picture in 
the form of Angela Tucci (Annabella 
Sciarra), a beautiful Italian woman 
who is hired to replace Flipper's sec
retary. At first, Flipper complains 
because his requests for an African
American secretary were ignored, 
but eventually he accepts Angie as a 
replacement. 

Meanwhile, Angie tries to sur
vive in her Bensonhurst neighbOr
hood, making dinner and waiting 
hand and foot on her father and two 
brothers. Her relationship with .the 
soft-spoken Paulie (John Turturro) 
is sketchy at best, and not actively 
encouraged by her family. 

Amid all of this, Lee finds time 
to look at Paulie' s life as well. Paulie 
lives with his aging father, a crabby 
man obsessed with his dead wife. 

Paulie cares for his father and helps Drew. 
runhisfamily'sneighborhoodcandy There is quite a bit more that · 
store. Paulie is a cute, nerdy, incred- develops at the end, but I'm not 
ibly politically correct type who is goingtogiveitaway,excepttosayit 
constantly harassed by the neigh- is pretty shocking. 
borhood racists, who taunt him for Spike Lee seemed to focus on 
politeness to blacks. Needless to say, people. The characters are all en
Paulie seems a little distressed. twined and their attempts to deal 

Our wonderful characters' with the situations they have been 
paths become hopelessly crossed thrust into combine to make this a 
when Flipper and Angie realize their compelling look at people's feelings 
attraction to one another and do the about family and relationships. The 

, nasty in Flipper.'s office. Flipper's interracial aspect of Flipper and 
guilt is overwhelming and he con- . Angie'saffairisnotasdistressingas 
fesses the dastardly deed to his best the affair itself. Drew, in a hilarious, 
buddy, Cyrus (Spike Lee). He swears true-to-life girl talk session, says it is 
Cyrus to secrecy, but if nobody had not so much that he did ~t with a 
blabbed, the rest of the movie would white girl; it is just that he did it. 
have been boring. The only beef I have with this 

Drew finds out about Angie movie is the lack of sympathy to
and commences throwing Flipper's ward Angie. In one scene, Flipper 
belongingsoutthewindow. Tomake says their affair was only curiosity 
matters worse, Drew is mixed (half- about each other's race. Maybe in his 
white, half-black), and has always case, but I get the distinct feeling 
been self-conscious about her color. Angie's motives may not have been 
After Flipper cheats pn her, she be- entirely racial. 
lieves that be always wanted a white It is nice to see that a pro-black 
girl and not her. Major problem for filmmaker such as Spike Lee can 
Flipper, because Drew is very angry maintain objectivity while address- · 
when he tries unsuccessfully to ing problems within the African
apologize. · American community. White film-

Angie's family isn't very sym- makers haven't been able to be ob
pathetic about her relationship with jective about blacks for years (watch 
a black man either. Her father beats Buckwheat once and then try to ar
her and then throws her out. gue with me), so it is great to see a 

To make a bad situation worse, fresh-approach. 
Flipper asks for a much deserved It is also great to see that Spike 
raise and is denied, which he be- understandspeopleasa wh~lehave 
lieves is on the basis of color. Irate, he problems, and ali ttle understanding 
hands them his resignation. between people can go a long way. 

FlipperandAngiefindanapart- I !;lave seen Do the Right Thing 
ment and decide to cohabit, after andMo' BetterBlues,andicannotsay 
Angie-breaks-tile news to Paulierl'-e•- ""'""-'"--Lw-as-a..fan f>f-ei-tner But-Spike 
make things worse for a not-too- has really outdone himself with 
happy Paulie, he is subjected to end- ]ungleFever. I tis a well-written, pow
Jess racist remarks by the neighbor- erfully-performed film that really 
hood Neanderthals. gets the point across without rub-

Aftermuchintrospection,along bing your nose in it. 
withamistakenattemptbypoliceto Rent it and ~atch it with an 
arrest Flipper for assault, he decides open mind. You might be surprised 
he is in over his head. He cannot deal at what you learn about yourself. 
withhisrelationshipwithAngieand 
wants to try to patch things up with 

Aries (Mar.21-Apr. 19): You will have a new 
love in your life that will give you a warm, 
ft:tzzy feeling. You will have to visit your doc
tor for antibiotics to rid yourself of that 
"fuzziness." Hope you have no allergies! 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): This is not a sign you 
have to live up to, but if you do, you're a better 
person than me! For thosewhodon'twanttolive 
up to this, listen for the roar. 

know who you are, and times you will not 
know where you are. Face it, you are not in 
Kansas anymore, or are you? 

Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20): Women watch out, 
the men will be suffering from rapid brain 
drain. For some men, this is a permanent con
dition. They will not be thinking with what's 
above their shoulders. Some of you will not 
mind this. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21): You are beside 
yourself. Your significant other will not mind 
this problem. It's like going out with two people 
without cheating. So enjoy both of you, or 
should I say, all three of you! 

Cancer (June 22-J uly 22): Since you were at the 
top for awhile, now it is your time at the 

, bottom. A change in positions keeps you 
humble and also prevents certain discomforts. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): This month is good. A 
lion's roar can be heard throughout the jungle. 
Purring can only be heard if one is intimately 
close. There will be purring in your very near 
future. 

Madame 
Fortune·s 

Libra (Sept. 23- Oct. 23): Your social life sucks. I 
suggest you should increase your literary diet. 
Try Masters and Johnson. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21): This month will be a 
unique month. Strange things will be happening 
to your person. There will be times you will not 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You will crave 
pineapple juice. This will make your iife, and 
other things, sweeter. Your significant other 
will get a taste of the good life. ·Enjoy! 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-J an.19): You have a feeling 
others can read your mind. This is because 
everyone around you is smiling. We all know 
what type of thoughts you have. Keep up the 
good work! 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): The moon is in the 
seventh house. Jupiter is aligned with Mars, 
and Venus will come crashing down to Earth. 
Watch out for falling rock! 

Pisces (Feb.19-Mar. 20): Beware, we will soon 
-be heading into spawning season. Fishing sea
son will follow. Some synthetic lures will not be 
all they promise to be. 

Madame Fortune would like to know if you like 
her column. Is it too daring, or daring enough? 
Remember, she will dare to try anything- once. 
(O.K., maybe twice). 

• 
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David Byrne 
Ex-Talking. Head scores with latest solo release 

David Byrne is weird. voice,hisever-so-strangevocalstyle 
Yes, that David Byrne. The one start to catch on when mixed .with 

from. the legendary Talking Heads. Byrne'sinevitablywarpedlyrics.He 
The spastic, nerdy singer in the big may have a weird voice, but weird 
white suit. That David Byrne. After · would be a mild word to use to 
hearing the first song from his latest describe his lyrical content. Bizarre 
solo slab, Uh-Oh, I am convinced · might be a better choice of words. 
that David Byrne looks at the world Now I'm Your Mom, one of the 
through somewhat cracked lenses. most infectious grooves on th'e al-
And that cracked r--r=::.==~,----, bum, is an up-

= rr:::r::::JJ l~i ' = tempo little ditty view is refreshing 
in a world filled 
with assembly 
line, "dance to my 
insipid music 
while I make 

Q ~ l~nl Q aboutaguyhav-
ing a sex change. 
The guy is truly 
twisted. Check 
these lines out: By Lisa Smith 

money" record- "I am a boy; you 
ing acts. are a girl I And you will always stay 

While I have never been a major that way: I But there are people in 
fan of the Talking Heads, I always this world I Who'd like to change 
liked their rather silly approach to whatnaturemade./ Andifyoutake 
music. This aspect of David Byrne's that decision I Then they will make 
personal~ty has continued in his third that incision." Enough said? · 
solo album, the first since the official · Byrne tackles the simple things 
break-up of the Talking Heads. He in life, too. A Million Miles Away is a 
sings about various strange subjects, simple tune about quitting your job, 
including sex changes, annoying while the rather Paul·Simon sound
neighbors and your typical teenage ing Something Ain't Right is, in 
mall rats. See what I mean? Not Byrn~'s words, "a rant against the 
exactly your ordinary subjects for Old Fart upstairs." 
easy listening, huh? As Byrne him- · Girls On My Mind is pretty· self
self describes them, they are about, explanatory, butthem:usictakeskind 
"Bad attitudes, bad news and dumb of a loping, ·country turn. It mean
stuff." That pretty much sums it up. ders along at its own pace, inviting 

Bryne's musical style itself has you to amble along with it. 
undergone s<;>me drastic changes Withitstribalrhythms,She'sMad 
since his days with the Talking gives a pretty strange view of an 
Heads. Straying from the trademark obviously tumultuous domestic life. 
synth sound of the Heads, Byrne I'd hope for his sake that it isn't 
adds a distinct Latin flavor to the . Byrne's, because if it is, I'd feel sorry 
basicfunk rock sound from his days for the guy. Even if it is autobio
with "the band." For this unique graphical, he obviously gets away 
sound, Byrne enlisted the help of by spending a lot of his time at the 
Latin percussionists Hector Rosado mall observing the local mall spe
and Cafe, along with Miami-based cies. Hanging Upside Down is about 
drummer Oscar Salas. To hold down youreverydaymall verinin, "Mall us 
the bass end of things, George Por- Rattus." Youknowthescene:every
ter, Jr., of the New Orleans classic body "justhangin'?" Yep, that pretty 

when he wrote the next song, though. 
None of the verses of Cowboy Mambo 
(Hey Lookit Me Now) really seem to 
connect with each other. Byrne 
sounds like he wa_s just rambling out 
loud when he wrote it. There's one 

. spiffy verse at the end, though: 
"Green grass. grows around the back
yard shithouse/ That is where the 
sweetest flowers bloom./ We are all 
flowers growing in God's garden/ 

funk band, The Meters, was brought much ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
into the picture. And to keep the d e -
sound fresh and oh, so modern, scribes 
Bryne called upon respected Aus- " Byrne's 
tralian keyboardist Ashley Cadell, \i~w. 
best known for his work with fellow A 
Aussie ·popsters INXS. Angel Walk In 
Fernandez, Byrne's co-writer and T h e 
horn and string arranger, lends the Dark is 
rhythmic salsa flavor that prevails a dark, 
throughout most of the album. Mix gloomy 
all of these spicy musicians together r i d e 

And that 
is ' why 
H e 
spreads 
the shit 
around." 
Pretty 
inspired, 
actually. 
Byrne 
himself · 

Something Ain't Right 
is a rant against the Old 
Fart upstairs! 

and put them into a studio with into weirdness~ It sounds like. an 
noted producer Nick Launay, and introspectiveodetomentalillness. I 
you have got one red hot dish of don't think I'd ever wantto walk in 
musical eclecticism. Yummy! the dark with this guy. Uh-uh, no 

Upon first listen, I didn't know thank you; this man's just a iittle 
whether to love it or hate it. After a warped. 
few listens,. however, I knew this The sophomore side of Uh-Oh 
was one bad burrito! My foot _?tarted starts off with one of the more mod
tapping and I had an inexplicable ern-sounding tunes. A bit more key
craving for tortilla chips. Byrne's board-oriented than the rest, it gives 
Latin influences made my feet want your feet something to move to with 
to mambo. its club beats. Twisting In The Wind 

Although no one could ever ac- sounds like Byrne was in the disco 
cuse me of loving Byrne's nerdy- mQOd when he wrote it. I don't 
guy-meets-mental-patient type know what kind of mood he was in 

·- David Byrne 

consid
ers it one of his favorite lines from 
the album, "It was one of the truer 
statements I think I've written." I'd 
have to agree. 

Musically, I'd have to list Mon
key Man as one of the best grooves on 
Uh-Oh. It's got a really modern jazz 
sound, complete with brass section 
and everything. The lyrics were in
spired by an actual dream of Byrne. 
"It's about a guy returning from the 
war imd seeing the state the country's 
in. His analysis is that evolution at 
some point must have started to re
verse itself." Hmmm. 

< 

" . . 
' 

Byrne's studio band made use of 
almost every Latin instrument a vail
able to make this album sing with 
spicy rhythms, while maintaining 
Byrne's trademark goofiness. Bon
gos, congas, maracas, tamboras, tim
bales, tamales, burritos, 
tortillas ... oops, ·well you get the gen
eral idea. While I was listening to 
this, I felt like I should be dancing 
around with a pineapple on my head, 
coconuts in my hands and al) ugly 
tropical print shirt on my back. Let 
meputitthis way,ifyou were loung
ing on a faraway beach soaking up 
theraysand grubbing on pu-pu plat
ters, this would be the perfect piece 
of plastic to pop into your trusty tape 
player. . Or maybe it could replace 
those stale elevator tunes they al
ways play at the loca_l Mexican res
taurants. Any way you look at it (or 
listen to it), David Byrne's foray into 
Latino land is a feast for the ears (and 
the feet, if you also happen to mambo 
well). If you like it spicy, I guara:t;ttee 
you'll groove to this. 

P.S. I also give Dave a thumbs up for 
the neato red cassette shell. Spiffy. 
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