News from the University of Southern Indiana
USI Commencement will take place on Sunday, May 9

The 2004 USI Commencement ceremony will honor 1,500 students for completing
degree requirements at 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 9 in Roberts Stadium. In addition, USI
President H. Ray Hoops will award honorary degrees, one posthumously, to Indiana
citizens.

Honorary degrees will be awarded to John M. Dunn, president of Dunn Hospitality
Group; posthumously to Ruth Gray Yates, a respected and inspirational educator and
benefactor who died earlier this year, and Melissa S. May, a judge and member of the
Indiana Court of Appeals, who will be this year’s Commencement speaker.

Dunn will be recognized for his civic and University leadership. Dunn heads a hotel
management group with hotels and extended stay facilities in Indiana and Kentucky. He
is a former chair of the USI Foundation Board of Directors and was active as a major
gifts chair in the Boards Division of Campaign USI, the first capital campaign conducted
at the University.

Dunn’s other volunteer work through the years includes serving as chair of the Tri-State
Youth for Christ Board of Directors, member of the board of directors for the Evansville
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, Mission Health Systems, Old National Bank,
Welborn Foundation, Welborn Baptist Foundation, WNIN-TV/FM 88 and Vectren, Inc.,
and member of the advisory council for the Indiana University Medical School. An honor
graduate of Oakland City University, he received an honorary degree from that institution
in 1977.

Yates, whose teaching career spanned 35 years, was born in Evansville and was a
member of the second graduating class of Bosse High School in 1926. A graduate of the
University of Evansville, she married fellow educator Davis Yates in 1938 and together
they gave 80 years of service to the youth of Vanderburgh County. The couple moved to
Perry County in 1964 and to Tell City in 1979. Mrs. Yates was active in the community
until her death. Beginning in 1999 and continuing until her death, Mrs. Yates was a close
friend of USI. She was a member of Reflections, the Planned Giving Society of the USI
Foundation; she was an annual underwriter of the New Harmony Theatre; and she had
established the Ruth Gray Yates Endowed Presidential Scholarship and a four-year
named Presidential Scholarship. She will be recognized for her lifelong commitment to
education, dedicated community involvement, and her interest in the USI students.

Melissa S. May is a former Evansville attorney and a judge with the Indiana Court of
Appeals. She is one of three judges for the Fourth District. Her honorary degree will
recognize her distinguished career in the law and in the judiciary. May is currently on the
American Bar Association’s Standing Committee on Attorney Specialization and chair of
the Specialization Committee for the Continuing Legal Education Commission. She is a



member of the American Bar Association, Indiana Bar Association, Evansville Bar
Association, Indianapolis Bar Association, National Association of Women Judges,
Indiana Judges Association, and American Judicature Society. She earned her law degree
from Indiana University-Indianapolis and is a member of the adjunct faculty for the IU
School of Law.

During the ceremony, the University will recognize an outstanding faculty member and a
student who has excelled in the classroom and in service to the University.

Dr. Gene Freudenburg, associate professor of mathematics, is this year’s recipient of the
Integra Bank Distinguished Professor Award. An internationally known mathematician,
Dr. Freudenburg is known for his research with commutative algebra and algebraic
geometry. His research is at the forefront of scholarship for his discipline and his writings
appear in prestigious scholarly journals. He joined the USI faculty in 1995. As
Distinguished Professor, Dr. Freudenburg will receive a grant from Integra Bank, will
select a student to receive a scholarship in his name next year, and will deliver the
Distinguished Professor Lecture during the next academic year.

The President’s Medal will be awarded to Rachel Miller, a senior from Delphi, Indiana.
Miller is graduating summa cum laude with majors in mathematics, math teaching, and
French. She has been a leader in USI student groups such as Mu Gamma Phi (Math
Club), the French Club, Student Education Association, and the Mathematical
Association of America. She participated in USI intramurals, the Susan G. Komen Race
for the Cure, the Student Ambassador and AMIGO orientation leader programs, and was
a residence hall mentor and math tutor. She plans to begin work on her master’s degree in
mathematics and ultimately to earn a doctorate and teach in a university setting. She is
the daughter of Mark and Ruth Miller of Delphi, Indiana.
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