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Editor’s Note: This release and downloadable photo can also be found on our website. Reporters, 
including student journalists, may ask the Court’s permission to record the argument with still or video 
cameras. Please email your request to Court Administrator Steve Lancaster at     
CourtOfAppeals@courts.in.gov. 

• All cameras must be tripod-mounted and the operators must remain in place throughout the 
hearing. 

• Camera movement is limited to the judges and the arguing attorneys. No audience shots 
allowed. 

• No flash, strobes or other distracting lights or sounds. 

• Cameras and tape recorders cannot be used during the Q/A period that follows oral argument. 

• Print journalists don’t have to ask the court’s permission to cover the argument, but the Q/A 
session is off limits. 

Court of Appeals of Indiana to hear oral arguments at USI 
 
The Court of Appeals of Indiana will hear oral arguments in Cowans v. State at the University of 
Southern Indiana at 1 p.m. Monday, April 4. The hearing will take place in Carter Hall, and is free and 
open to the public. 

The case, being heard on appeal from Marion Superior Court, concerns Christopher Cowans, who was 
arrested in Indianapolis and convicted of resisting law enforcement by fleeing after continuing to drive 
after a police officer signaled him to pull over on suspicion of being purposefully evasive. The issue is 
whether the jury should have received a “mistake of fact” instruction because of Cowans’ claim that he 
heard on the news that drivers had the right to drive to a well-lit area before stopping. 

Presiding on the panel of judges are the Honorable Melissa S. May, the Honorable John G. Baker and the 
Honorable Elaine B. Brown. Ellen O’Connor is the attorney for the appellant and Lyubov Gore is the 
attorney for the appellee. A question and answer period will follow the oral arguments. Refreshments 
will be served. 

The hearing will take place during USI’s sixth annual Law Day, which also features a keynote address 
from Posey County Prosecutor and USI alumnus Travis Clowers. For more information, contact Dr. Nick 
LaRowe, USI pre-law program coordinator, at nllarowe@usi.edu or 812-464-1727. 

### 

Founded in 1965, the University of Southern Indiana enrolls more than 10,000 dual credit, undergraduate, graduate 
and doctoral students in more than 80 majors. A public higher education institution, located on a beautiful 1,400-
acre campus in Evansville, Indiana, USI offers programs through the College of Liberal Arts, Romain College of 
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Business, College of Nursing and Health Professions and the Pott College of Science, Engineering, and Education. 
USI is a Carnegie Foundation Community Engaged University and offers continuing education and special programs 
to more than 15,000 participants annually through Outreach and Engagement. USI is online at www.usi.edu.  
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