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For ]mmediate Release 
August 16 , 19 g-; 

CONTACT: Sherrianne Standley, University Relations 
(812) 484-1902 

Tri-State residents interested in debating 
either the pro or con };:Osition on amending the u. S. Constitution are invited to 
sul::mit applications to :p3.rticipate in the Evansville Jefferson Meeting on the Consti­
tution on saturday, Septanber 19, at the University of Southem Indiana. 

The nock Constitutional convention is being 
co-sl,X)nsored as a canmemoration of the bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution by USI 
and the Evansville Bar Association, and has been underwritten in :p3.rt by a grant fran 
the Indiana Carmittee for the Ht.IIPanities. 

The convention is based on a rrodel prol,X)sed by 
the Jefferson Foundation of Washington, D. C., a non-profit organization established 
to pranote infonned, rational discussion of the fundamentals of the American system 
of government and to facilitate public understanding of hew the Constitution was 
made. The rreetings simulate the constitutional convention process, fostering debate 
on substantive issues while providing insights into the opportunities and dangers 
inherent in constitutional change. 

The convention is being held in conjunction 
with the Evansville Bar Association's annual meeting, slated at 6 p.m. in the Univer­
sity Center Dining Roan. Randall Shepard, Evansville native who nON is chief justice 
of the Indiana Supreme Court, will be master of ceremonies. 'Ihe featured sp:aker 
will be announced later. 

The nock convention, also scheduled for the 
University Center, will include a morning session in which delegates will discuss 
three of six prol,X)sed Constitutional changes and prepare their presentations for the 
plenary session, which will start at 1 p.m. Three of the follcwing issues will be 
selected for debate: 

* The Constitution and the Amending Process. 
* Establishing Terms of Office for Federal Judges. 
* Changing the Veto Bower. 
* Direct Election of the President. 
* Lengthening the Terms of Representatives. 
* Lirni ting Presidents to One Tenn. 
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Evansville is only the second city in Indiana 
to host a rrock convention. A similar program was held last year in Indianapolis. 
Darrel Bigham, USI professor of history, is chainnan of the ccmmittee organizing the 
Evansville rreeting. Working with him are Brian Williams of the Evansville Bar Asscr­
ciation; George Ashworth of Mt. Vernon, Indiana, a retired school sup=rintendent who 
participated in the rrock convention in Indianapolis; Orris Settle of the Evansville­
Van::lerburgh School Corporation; Bamara McKenna of the League of Wanen Voters; Pat 
McReynolds, USI coordinator of special projects; and Linda Cleek, assistant director 
of the USI Office of Continuing Education. 

Their goal is to attract 75 Southern Indiana 
residents of diverse backgrounds to debate three of the above issues, rrost of which 
are long-standing proposals for Constitutional change. Delegates will be assigned to 
one of three carrnittees to debate the three proposals in the morning session. In the 
afternoon, each group will report, pro and con, to the plenary session, where general 
debate will occur. Fach delegate will have an opportunity to participate in the 
plenary session. 

The USI Office of Continuing Education is 
distributing a brochure on the rnc:x:k Constitutional convention. 'nle brochure includes 
an application form for prospective delegates that should be returned to the ccmmit­
tee by Wednesday, August 26; late applications will be considered until Septem1:er 
10, deperrling upon available delegate positions. l 

Delegates wi 11 be selected on the resi s of 
achieving a representative group for debate and will receive copies of issues l:ooks 
and other rraterials prior to the convention. There is a $10 registration fee that 
will be refunded if an applicant is not selected as a delegate. AI'¥ concerned adult 
is welcane to apply, either as a representative of a civic/social organization or 
unaffiliated. High school and college students are encouraged to participate also 
and funding is sought to unde:rwrite their $10 registration fees; donors nay naninate 
a student as delegate. Interested persons may contact the USI Office of Continuing 
Education, (812) 464-1863, for a brochure or other information. 

The rraterial s used during the rreetings have 
been prepared and tested by the Jefferson Foundation in previous statewide meetings 
in Illinois, Virginia, and Indiana, and are being used in numerous carmunity and 
school meetings. 'IWo special rranuals have been developed for individuals interested 
in organizing a meeting and are available fran the Indiana Ccmnittee for the 
Humanities. 
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"It was one of the mJst informative EDQ;eri­
ences of II¥ life, 11 well worth the two days' time and personal expense involved in a 
trip to the state capital. 

That was the sp::mtaneous assessnent by a 
retired educator -- who describes himself as ''not J;articularly a history buff, but I 
am interested in American history" -- about his J;articiJ;ation last year in a rrock 
constitutional convention in Indianapolis. 

George Ashworth of Mt. Vernon, Indiana, where 
he for.merlywas superintendent of schools, is a member of a cammittee organizing an 
Evansville Jefferson Meeting on the Cbnstitution in September. 

He said the Indianapolis J;articipants had 
excellent backgrounds on the Cbnstitution ani history. ''They und.erstcx:d the various 
J;arts of the Cbnstitution and haN they cane to be," Ashworth said. 

He said the one shortcaning was that a major­
ity of delegates came fran only two fields of endeavor, that there was not a broad 
ccmnunity representation. 'wrhey were well qualified, they led great discussions," he 
said, ''but you need the opinion of all the people who are going to vote" on Cbnstitu­
tional change. 

Ashworth said the difficulty lies in persua­
ding those who could provide the broad representation to J;articipate, explaining they 
are reluctant to enter into public debating. F.e urges anyone interested in the U.S. 
Cbnstitution --whether in support of or against change -- to apply as a delegate and 
bring a carrnunity balance to the meeting. 

Based on his Indianapolis EDQ;erience, he had 
sane advice for the delegates: read the advance materials carefully1 if you do, you 
will E'OOn realize there are very strong arguments for each side of an issue. If you 
think the President should be limited to a six-year tenn, you might be persuaded by 
the opposing argument to change your J.X)Sition. You would realize that change is not 
sanething to be taken lightly. 


