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Ruston estate to drive excellence at USI 
Henry W. Ruston, the most generous donor to th e USI 

Founda tion , died in December 2005. His estate is responsible for 
a $5.1 million gift:, the single largest USI Foundation bequest. to 
date. 

A portion of the gift, $4.5 million , is being used to establish 
the Ruston President's Endowmen t: for the University of 
Southern Indiana. 

T he annua l distribu t ions from the Rusto n President's 
Endowment will be used to promote academic excellen ce as 
determined by Dr. H. Ray Hoops, the U niversity president. It 
may be used to fund academic excellence initiatives directly or 
serve as a ma tch or challenge for programs or capital improve­
ment projects re lated to academic excellen ce. 

The remaining $679,000 is being used as the m c\jor funding 
fo r a complete renovat ion of the basketba ll arena in th e Physical 
Act ivi ties Cen ter on campus. 

Commenting on the generous gift, Presiden t Hoops said, 
"Henry was a big fan of the Screaming Eagles and always listened 
to the games if he couldn't attend. His generous gift to assist the 
athletic program is another fitting tribute to him. 

"Henry genuinely cared about all of our students. H e enj oyed 
meeting them. He also enjoyed receiv ing correspondence from 
them, especia lly his academic scholarship recipien ts. H e used to 
slip them what he called "gas money." Because H enry was a real· 
ist he knew the U niversity would need funds in years to come for 
items that cannot be dreamed of at this time. His goal was to meet 
the needs of U SI students far into the future." 

Ruston received an h onorary degree from USI in 1995 for his 
achievemen ts in business and c iv ic affairs. In 2002 the USI 
Alumni Associat ion gave him the Specia l Recogni tion Award for 
his generous contributions to USI and for his community 
involvement. The H elen N iednagel Ruston Terrace of the Liberal 
A rts Center was named for his first wife . Ruston Hall , the fourth 
residence hall built on campus, bears his name and that of his sec­
ond wife Bet ty, who died in 2002. 

Black History Month celebration 
Fm the second year in a row. the USI Black Alumni Society 

is hosting "An Evening of Jazz" at The Pub. This year, the guest 
performer is Rob White, a jazz saxophonist from Indianapolis. 

White has opened for national recording stars Freddie Jackson 
and Marion Meadows. H e plays soprano. alto. and tenor saxo­
phone and wri tes, arranges, aml perfo rms his own music. He 
recently performed at the Mayor's breakfast in Indiana po lis. 

"An Evening of Jazz" will be held from 8 to 11 p.m. Saturday, 
February 24. 

Light. refreshments will be served. A cash bar will be available . 

Tickets are $ 15 in ,1dvance and $20 a t. t.he door. Proceeds ben­
efit. the USI Black A lumni Scholarship Fu11d. Cont ac t. A lumni & 

Volunteer Services: 812/464- 1928. 

H ere are more USI events offered during Black History 
Month: 

February 14-17 and 21 -25: 

USI Theatre production of "A Raisin in the Sun" directed 
by Elliot Wasserman, director of theatre. T his was th e First. play 
written by an African American woman t.o be produced on 
Broadway. Performance times are Wednesdays and T hursdays at. 7 
p.m. and Fridays and Sa turdays at 8 p.m. at USI Theatre al 300 I 
Igleheart Avenue. T here is one S unday matinee on February 25 
at 2 p.m. Ticket: prices are $ 10 for adults, $8 for students and sen ­
iors 60 and over, and $4 for USI students. Tickets may be pur­
chased by calling t.he U SI T heatre box office at 81 2/422-3970. 

February 19: 

Black Student Union Week Kick Off; "Help Me, H elp You, 
H elp U s Together," presented by H erman Thomas Jr., program 
advisor for the Multicul tural Cen ter, 6 p.rn., Forum I,. Wrigh t 
A dminist.ra lion Building. Design ed by Grace, the University's 
gospe l choir, also will perform. For more information , ca ll the 
Multicultural Center: 812/465-7188. 

February 22: 

Black Student Union Poetry Cafe, 8 p.m., Carter Hall, 
University Center. U SI studen ts will read poetry; also open mic. 
For more information. call the Multicultura l Cen ter: 8 12/465-
7188. 

GL VC Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
U SI sophomore Allison Shafer (Plainville, Indiana) has 

been named the GLVC Scho lar-Athlete of the Year for women 's 
cross country. 

S hafer. who is double-majoring in nursing and heal th serv ic­
es. has accumulated a 3.882 grade point average in her first three 
semesters at USI. She had a 4.0 GPA during the fall semester. 

On the cross country course, Shafer was the G LVC Female 
Runner of the Year after winning the conference ch ampionship 
with a 6k t ime of 21 minutes, 46.07 seconds. 

Shafer. who he lped the Screaming Eagles to a second-place 
team fi nish at th e GLVC championships, wen t on to the NCAA 
II G reat Lakes Regiona l C hampionships where she finished sec­
ond. She earned All-America honors two weeks later when she 
finished 15th at the NCAA II National C hampionships in 
Pensacola. Florida. 

A two- time A ll -GLVC performer and former GLVC 
Freshman of l"t1e Year in cross country, Shafer was USI's top fin­
isher in every race and was a two-t ime GLVC Run ner o f' the 
W eek this past fall. 

Shafer, who is the 17th USI st.uden t-athle te to earn GLVC 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year honors since the award 's incept.ion in 
1998, started the indoor track and fie ld season by posting an 
N CAA II provisiona l qua lifying time in the 5,000 meters. She 
will lead her squad into the H oosier Re lays this weekend in 



Bloomington, Indiana. 

0 A Raisin in the Sun" 
USI Theatre presents "A Raisin in the Sun", a Pulitzer Prize­

winning play by Lorraine Hansberry, February 14 through 
February 25. The play premiered in New York in 1959, making 
Hm1sberry the first African American woman playwr.ight to be 
produced on Broadway. It earned the New York Drama Critics' 
Circle Award for Best Play, and Variety named Hansberry "Most 
Promising Playwright" of that year. 

According to Frank Rich of The New York Tlmes. "A Raisin in 
the Sun'' "changed American theatre forever" by "portray[ing] a 
black family with a greater realism and complexity than had ever 
been previously seen on an American stage." The original 
Broadway product.ion featured groundbreaking performances by 
Sidney Poitier, Ruby Dee and Louis Gosse tt., Jr. The recent 
Broadway revival included performances by Phylicia Rashad, 
Audra McDonald , Sean "Diddy" Combs, and Sanaa Lathan. 

Hansberry took the play's title from a poem by Langston 
Hugh es, "Harlem," which questioned whether "a dream deferred" 
withers "like "A Raisin in the Sun"." Set on Chicago's South Side 
in the 1950s, the play focuses on the Younger family's struggle to 
decide what to do with a $10,000 inheritance. Each member of 
th e family has a dream that might be realized with the money, but 
they can't agree. Lena, the family matriarch, wants to purchase a 
home. Her son , Walter, wants to open a business. Her daughter, 
Beneatha, wants to attend medical school. 

According to Rich , Hansberry "wrote 'Raisin' well before the 
marches on Washington, the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and the inner-city explosions. Yet, with remark­
able prescience, she saw history whole: Her play encompasses 
everything from the rise of black nationalism in the United States 
and Africa to the advent of black militancy to the specific dimen­
sions of the black woman's liberation movement. And she always 
saw t.h e presen t and fu ture in the light of the past - clear back to 
the slavery of the Old South and the new slavery that followed for 
black workers who migrated to the industria l ghettos of the 
North." 

Elliot Wasserman, assistant professor of theatre at USI, 
directs the production. The cast includes Nicole Whitney and 
Mario Reid as Ruth and Walter Younger; Marielle Scheid as 
Walter's sister, Beneatha; and Sybil Robinson as Walter's moth­
er, Lena. Other cast members include Glynn Allen, Jonathan 
Baker, Lindsey Baxter, Eric Boyd, Matthew Harris, and 
Donald Thomas. USI Theatre faculty members Doug Hubbell 
and Shan Jensen serve as the scenic and costume designer for 
the production. USI theatre students Sean Nicholl and Dustin 
Williams serve as lighting and sound designer. 

"A Raisin in the Sun" runs February 14-17 and February 21-
25 at USI Theatre at 3001 lglchcart Avenue. Performance times 
are Wednesdays and Thursdays at 7 p.m. and Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.rn. There is one Sunday matinee on February 25 
at 2 p.m. Ticket prices are $10 for adults, $8 for students and sen­
iors 60 and over, and $4 for USI students. Tickets may be pur­
chased by calling the USI Theatre box office at 812/422-3970 or 
online at www.usi.edu/ libarts/arts/ theatre/USITheatre. Tickets 
also may be purchased at the door; the box office will open one 
hour before each performan ce. 

Academic Skills helps students succeed 
USI Academic Skills offers academic support for students, fac­

ulty, and staff. Encourage students to take advantage of the 
Success Series Workshops and start th e semester off righ t. All 
workshops are free and will be held in ED 1103. 

Kiss the Text Anxiety Away 

Does an upcoming test have you ';stressed out " already? Do 
you "freeze" while taking tests? Learn the cause of test anxiety, 
effective study techniques, and relaxation techniques to help you 
take control of test anxie ty. Presen ted by Cyd Fithian , assistant 
math specialist, noon-12:30 p.rn. February 5 and 1-1:30 p.rn. 
February 13. 

Mastering the Game of College 

The rules of college can be confusing. U niversity policies, 
campus resources, and academic planning are some of the strate­
gies this workshop will cover. Come learn how to play the game 
of college to win! Presented by Amber Hughes, advisor. 
University Division, 4-4:30 p.rn. February 6 and noon- 12:30 p.rn. 
February 14. 

A Six Step Program for Passing Math Classes 

Every college student: is required ro take at least one rnarh 
class. If math is not your favorite subject and even if it is, this 
workshop will help you learn exactly what it takes to pass a math 
class. Presented by Nancy Myers, math specialist, 3-3:30 p.m. 
February 8. 

Yes, You Can Beat the Odds! 

Did you know there are test taking strategies that can he lp 
you on your exams? Improve your test taking performance by 
learning tips for objective tests, essays and more! Presented by Dr. 
Nils Johansen, advisor. University Division, 3-3:30 p.m. February 
12. 

Improving Reading Speed 

The average college student will be required to read 2,500 
pages of text every semester. Are your reading speed and compre­
hension skills strong enough to meet the demands of college read­
ing? Attend this interactive workshop to assess your current read­
ing speed, learn to break bad habits, and apply some new reading 
strategics to become an efficient and flexible reader. Presented by 
Jann H ickey, learning specialist, 2-2:30 p.m. February 15 and 
noon- 12:30 p.m. February 20. 

M.U.R.D.E.R. Your Midterms 

Murder your midterms. or any test, with this six-step study­
strategy. Presented by Dr. Mark Razor, advisor, U niversity 
Division, 3:30-4 p.m. February 22. 

Getting More out of College "Homework" 

How's your homework going? H ,we you studied long and hard 
for the exam? How do you define "study?" Find out how to study 
smarter to get more out of your college homework. Presented by 
Pat Flake, supplemental instructional specialist, 4-4:30 p.m. 
February 19 and February 27. 

Spirit Soothers and Mind Enhancers 

We know that students who are relaxed remember more and 
do better on exams. Take the pressure off with this 30 minute ses­
sion desigrned especia lly for students. Participants will be nour­
ished with music, meditation, and relaxat ion with this lighten up 
and learn program for students during midterms week. Corne and 
bring a towel or blanket. Attend one or all of the sessions. 
Presented by Joan DeVillez. adv isor, University Division , noon-
12:30 p.m. February 26-28. 

No registration is necessary. For more information, contac:1 
Lori Saxby at 812/ 464-1743. 

International Week and Food Expo 
It's that time again! 

International Programs and Services' International Week 
2007 will be held Monday through Friday, February 19-23. 



This year's International C lub Annual Food Expo will offer an 
extra hour to allow more people to participate. The event will be 
held from 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday. February 23, in Carter Hall 
in the University Center. There will be food and entertainment 
from more than 20 countries. 

Tickets are $8 in advance or $10 at the door. Children 6 and 
under are free. Purchase tickets at the International Programs and 
Services Offi\:e or from International Club members. 

Other International Week Events: 

Monday, February 19 

Islam: A Lunch and Learn with Dr. Mohammad Hussain , 
noon-1 p.rn .. University Center Room 206. Sponsored by 
International Programs & Services. Information: 812/4 65-7183. 

Tuesday, February 20 

Study Abroad Information Session, 4-5 p.m., University 
Center Room 214. Sponsored by Internat ional Programs & 
Services. Information: 812/465-7183. 

Bulgarian dance workshop and demonstration , 7-9 p.m. , 
University Center Room 201-202. Presented by Daniela Ivanova , 
professional folk dance teacher and performer. 

Wednesday, February 21 

International Week - Latin Fiesta with Calle Sur, 7 p.m. , 
Carter Hall , University Center. Snacks, drinks provided. 

Inte rnational W eek Lunch and Learn: Bulgarian Folk 
Dancing and Folklore. noon-1 p.m .. University Center Room 
201. Presented by Daniela Ivanova. professional folk dance 
teac her and performer. 

Friday, February 23 

International Food Expo (see details above). 

For more information , contact International Programs and 
Services at 812/465-7183. 

"Drawing Game" 
New Harmony Gallery of Contemporary Art proudly presents 

the exhibition, "Drawing Game," February 10 through March 24 , 
2007. 

"Drawing Game/D. I.C.K. " is a collaborative group of four 
in ternational artists based in the Carbondale, Illinois , area, who 
play a game similar to the Exquisite Corpse game created by 
Surreal ists in the 1920s. 

From May 2005 through January 2007 , the members me t: 
weekly for a one-hour drawing game. They took turns providing 
eigh t: sheets oF paper - two per person. The paper size and quality 
varied. A ll of the artists begin two drawings and when Finished 
with their portion , pass them to the next artist and so on until all 
members have contributed to each paper thus completing the 
image. As a result. the entire group contributes Lo all drawings. 

Providing a counterpoint to the artists' so litary stud io prac­
tices, "Drawing Game" resembles play rather than work. I t teach­
es the artists to react and communica te through drawing. The 
game's fast: pace calls forth an instantaneous and automatic reac­
tion, which forces the artists to make their marks on paper with­
out the pressure of a polished finish: placing more weight on the 
activity than the outcome. This playful pursuit encourages new 
ideas to deve lop and unexpected outcomes to surface. 

The reception for the artists will be he ld from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, February 10, the evening of the New Harmony Winter 
Art Stroll , and is free and open to the public. 

The New Harmony G allery of Contemporary Art is located at 
506 Main Street in New Harmony and is open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. For 

more information ca ll 812/682-3156 or v isit www. nhgall ery.com. 

The exhibition is made possible th rough the support of the 
University. 

Wrestling Eagles to host first tournament 
USI Eagles Wrestling wi ll host its First wrestling toumarnenl 

Saturday, February 10, at the PAC. 

Wrestling begins at 10 a.rn. and admission is Free. Indiana 
W esleyan , University of Kentucky, Rio Grande University, 
Wright State University, and Dayton University will compete in 
the tournament. 

The University community and the public are welcome to 
watch the wrestling teams compete. 

Team members are Brian Bittner, Joe Hillenbrand, Mike 
Coughlin, Brandon Pinkston, David Oneil, Casey Miller­
Bock, John Stanfield, Chad Cook, Cody Royster, D.J. 
Plummer, Josh Brown, Jeff Ausenbaugh, Joel Jefferies, and 
Shaun Bresher. 

USI Eagles Wrestling is in its second season under the 
National Collegia te Wrestling Association (NCWA) , a national­
ly known collegiate wrestling governing body. There are a total of 
eight conferences encompassing more than 120 teams. 

USI is a member of the North Central Conference. As mem­
bers of NCWA, Eagles Wrestling has the opportunity to compete 
in many tournaments in the state of Ind iana and around the 
country. Eagles Wrestling also compe tes in the North Central 
Conference C hampionship and in the National NCWA tourna­
ment. 

USI students who would like to wrest le for USI shou ld con­
tact USI Wrestling Coach Jeff Ausenbaugh for more information. 

Non-students can get involved with the wrestling team by 
jo ining the Eagles C lub. For more information . contact 
A usenbaugh. 

Queen and king named 
USI students Kelli Becher of Evansville and Heath Ruder 

of Newburgh were chosen as queen and king of Homecoming 
2007. The pair was announced during the half-time of the men 's 
basketball game on Saturday, February 3. USI students elected 
them during voting the week before the Homecoming game. 

Becher is a junior at USI with a major in marketing , a minor 
in theatre , and an emphasis in international business. One of her 
career choices is marketing in the enterta inmen t .industry. She 
represented Delta Zeta sorority and is vice president of rnember­
shi p. She also is vice president of Student Government 
Association and has been active in C hamber Choir and Women 's 
Choir. She played the tit le role in th e USI Theatre production of 
Antigone. She is a graduate of North High School and the 
daughter of Dean and Jacque Becher of Evansville. 

Ruder is a senior rm1joring in business administration. A 
Caslle High School graduate, h e is the son of Janel and Dennis 
Labhart of Newburgh . H e represen ted Lambda C hi A lpha. Last 
year Ruder served as financial chairman for Lambda Chi Alpha 
and was named Officer of the Year. This year he is president of 
the fraternity. H e also is act ive in USI in trarnura ls and is a mem­
ber oF United Methodist: Church. His long term career plans are 
to own his own uusiness. 

Names in the news 
Welcome to the USI family 

Carmen Stoen, director of Student Development Programs, 



and her husband Ted, announce the birth of their son, Jacob 
Mark Stoen, born Monday. February 5. Jacob weighed 7 pounds, 
6 ounces. 

In sympathy 
The University cornmunity extends sympathy to Becky Ball, 

senior administrative associate in Business Affairs. whose father 
John Riggins, died on February L Se1vices were held Saturday, 
February 3 at Cross and Crown Lutheran Church. Memorial con­
tributions may be made to Community Home Health Se1vice 
Hospice Program. 9894 E. I 21st Street, Fishers. IN 46037 or 
Cross and Crown Lutheran Church Foundation, 5233 E. 79th 
Street, Indianapolis, IN 46250. 

The University community extends sympathy to Becky 
Weinzpfel, distribution services clerk in procurement and distri­
bution services, whose father Robert C. Bender, died on 
Thursday, February L Services were held Monday, February 5 a t 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church. 

Welcome 
Michael Cathro has accepted a position as foundation 

accountant in Business Affairs. He holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in accounting from USI. Cathro was formerly employed as 
a finance director at the United Way of Southwestern Indiana. 

Walter Fisher has accepted a position as data applications 
system technician in Instruc tional Technology. He holds a com­
puter engineering degree from the University of Evansville. 
Fisher was formerly employed as an operations assistant at 
Dynamic Healthcare EFCV. 

Delana Fleenor has accepted a position as administrative 
assistant in the USI Foundation. She holds an Associates degree 
from Wabash Valley College. Flennor was formerly employed as a 
box office manager at SMC/Roberts Stadium. 

Kitty Wusstig has accepted a position as senior administra­
tive assistant in Extended Services. \Nusstig was formerly 
employed as director of sponsorship and ~vents at Downtown 
Evansville Inc. 

Roberta Wyngaarden has accepted a position as adminis­
trative assistant in the College of Nursing and Health 
Professions. Wyngaarden was formerly employed as a student 
supervisor at Murray State University. 

Conferences 
USI's 2006 Student Case Team, which won the Indiana CPA 

Society's Student Case Competition, is featured in the "Topline" 
section of the February 2007 issue oft he Journal of Accountancy. 
the official publication of the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants (AI CPA). The article, entitled "In the 
Spotlight: A Student Threepeat, " includes an accompanying 
photo of Jeanette Maier-Lytle, faculty advisor, and May 
Flores, John Hayden, Adam Knepp, and Amy Oglesby, the 
four student team members. 

Dr. Greg Valentine, professor of Business Education, has 
been invited by Dr. Suellen Reed, state superintendent of Public 
Instruction , to serve on a statewide task force on financial litera­
cy for Indiana's youth. He attended the first meeting of the task 
force in Indianapolis in January. 

FYI 
Distinguished Scholar to discuss environmental justice 

Dr. S. Ravi Rajan, associate professor of environmental 

studies at the University of California-Santa Cruz, will present 
the 2006-07 College of Liberal Arts Distinguished Scholar 
Lec ture , "Sustenance, Security, and Suffrage: A Perspective on 
Environmental Justice," at 7 p.m. Monday, February 19 , 2007, in 
Mitchell Auditorium in the Health Professions Center. A 
humanist and social scientist , Rajan is the author of !vfodernizing 
Nature: Forestry and Imperial Eco-Development 1800-1950 
(Oxford University Press, 2006) , numerous scholarly articles, and 
periodic essays for the popular news media; se1ved as the presi­
dent of the board of directors of Pesticide Action Network, North 
America (PANNA); and co-founded the Bhopal Group for 
Information and Action . For more information. call the 
Sociology Department at 812/461-5264. 

Hacienda Gives Baclc fiesta Day 
The USI Varsity Club will sponsor Hacienda Gives Back 

Fiesta Day on Tuesday, February 13 at: the Hacienda located on 
Pearl Drive. A percentage of each purchase on this day will be 
returned to the Varsity Club. 

You must have a Loken for the Varsity Club to receive credit 
for your purchases. Please call the Varsity Club office at 812/464-
1973 to obtain a tokens or drop by the third floor of the PAC to 
pick one up. 

All proceeds from this day will help to benefit USI Athletics 
and our USI student athletes. 

Federal tax breaks for students and families 
Special IRS instructions for taxpayers who want to claim the 

above-the-line tuition deduction. Congress belatedly reinstat­
ed the tuition and fees tax deduction in December retroactively 
(it had expired January 1. 2006). The IRS had already sent its 
paper forms to the printer before Congress acted, so there is no 
place on the form 1040 for the deduction. Further, IRS needs to 
reprogram its software (and so will the on-line and software 
providers) to allow for the deduction , so the key piece of advice 
is that no returns claiming the tuition and fee deduction should 
be filed until early February. More information including instruc­
tions on how to fill out paper forms, is available at: 
www.irs.gov/newsroorn/ article/Cl. ,id= 165640, 00.html 

Updated NACUBO publication, Paying for College. Tax 
Benefits and Savings Options. This one-pager outlining the sev­
eral federal tax benefits and savings tools that can help students 
and families help meet the cost of higher education has been 
updated to rellect changes to the tax laws in the last five years. 
\Ne are the in the process of printing the third edition in 
brochure format, for bulk purchase by institutions to include in 
mailings to students. However, for a limited time , this prelimi­
nary copy will be available at no charge from the NACUBO Web 
site at www.nacubo.org/documents/business_ topics/paying_for_ 
college20070 I .pelf. 

Sweets for your sweetheart 
Pick up your Valentine's Day goodi es at the USI 

Administrative Assistants & Associates ' second annua 1 

Valentine's Day bake sale, from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
February 14 in the Orr Center Atrium. There will be a varie ty of 
baked goods, Valentine's Day cards, and flowers available for sale. 
The AAA also is taking orders for gif't bags of Hershey's Hugs and 
Kisses. Each bag includes a gift card and sells fm $2. Orders may 
be placed at www.usi.edu/aaa/orders. For more information , con­
tact: Kathy Karn-Carmichael at 812/465-1686. 


	University Notes (2007-02-09) 1
	University Notes (2007-02-09) 2
	University Notes (2007-02-09) 3
	University Notes (2007-02-09) 4

