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BASSAM SHAKHASHIRI TO ENTERTAIN AT USI 

"Humanizing" science and the scientist 
and providing students with hands-on 
participation in problem solving, not 
dull lecturing, are among solutions of­
fered in the growing national concern 
that the fields of science, mathematics, 
and engineering will experience critical 
shortages by the year 2000. 

In an effort to enhance local awareness 
of the crisis, the University of Southern 
Indiana is sponsoring a visit by Dr. 
Bassam Z. Shakhashiri, an educator 
who has been "humanizing" science for 
many years. He is a former assistant 
director of the National Science Foun­
dation who is best known to the public 
through his televised chemistry demon­
strations. 

He will entertain at 4 and 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 31, in Forum I in a 
Community of Scholars program spon­
sored by the Schools of Science and 
Engineering Technology, Education and 
Human Services, and Nursing and Health 
Professions, and the USI Foundation. 

Dr. Shakhashiri uses demonstrations to 
show how science can be communi­
cated to all segments of society. Uni­
versity students and faculty, school chil­
dren and teachers, parents, and commu­
nity members are invited to come learn 
about combustion, exploding balloons, 
floating soap bubbles, polymers, and 
other spectacular scientific phenomena. 

Dr. Shakhashiri is professor of chemis­
try at the University of Wisconsin­
Madison. He describes himself as a 
"scientist by training, teacher and pub­
lic servant by trade, advocate by convic-

tion, optimist by nature." As professor of 
chemistry, he finds outlet for all four 
attributes, to which he might add a fifth: 
entertainer by avocation. 

He is best known to the public for his 
annual entertainment, "Once Upon a 
Christmas Cheery/In the Lab of 
Shakhashiri," seen on television through­
out the country. The science-oriented 
"magic" show has played to paclred houses 
at such varied places as the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, the National Acad­
emy of Sciences and the Smithsonian's 
National Air and Space Museum in 
Washington, D. C., and Boston's Mu­
seum of Science. 

Shakhashiri is known to science educa­
tors across the nation as co-writer of a 
series of three volumes on Chemical Dem­
onstrations: A Handbookfor Teachers of 
Chemistry. The series is acclaimed by 
science educators for helping them to 
bring the subject alive for their students. 

The demonstrations are Dr. Shakhashiri 's 
way of proving that "science is fun" (the 
legend on aT -shirt he dons for his show). 
By demonstrating how much fun it can 
be, he seeks to impart the joy of discovery 
that has aroused young minds throughout 
history. This excitement, he believes, 
will lure future generations to careers as 
researchers, entrepreneurs, and teachers 
on whom the nation's continuing eco­
nomic health and national security will 
depend. 

"We must develop a national will to en­
hance the quality of science education in 
America," Dr. Shakhashiri says. "We 
should interact strongly with the private 
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and public sectors and fonn effective al­
liances aimed at nurturing curiosity, de­
veloping talent, and enabling individu­
als to fulfill their human potential. The 
full participation of scientists, educa­
tors, parents, and other civic and busi­
ness leaders is essential." 

A native of Lebanon, Dr. Shakhashiri 
came by his scientific interest as the son 
of a physician who recently retired from 
the U.S. National Institutes of Health in 
Bethesda, Maryland. The Shakhashiris 
--father, mother, son, andtwodaughters 
- came to the United States in 1957 
when Bassam was 18 and had one year 
of colJege (American University of Beirut) 
behind him. He completed undergradu­
ate wott: at Boston University with an 
A.B. in chemistry, served as a teaching 
fellow at Bowdoin College for one aca­
demic year, then earned master's and 
Ph.D. degrees in chemistry at the Uni­
versity of Maryland. 

Dr. Shakhashiri spent a year in post-doc­
toral research and two years as a junior 
member of the chemistry faculty at the 
University of Illinois, Urbana, before 
joining the University of Wisconsin 
faculty in 1970. In 1983, he founded the 
Institute for Chemical Education. 

He became assistant director of the Na­
tional Science Foundation for Science 
and Engineering Educatioo in 1984, seiV­
ing as the principal education officer of 
the government agency chiefly coocemed 
with research in the natural sciences and 
engineering. He was responsible for the 
design and administration of a wide va­
riety of programs to improve all levels of 
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education in mathematics, engineering, and 
the sciences. He presided over the rebuild­
ing of the NSF efforts in science and engi­
neering education, which had been shut 
down in the early 1980s. 

Dr. Shakhasbiri is a member of many scien­
tific and educational organizations includ­
ing the American Chemical Society (ACS), 
and has held numerous leadership positions 
at local and national levels. In 1986, he was 
elected a fellow of the American Associa­
tion for the Advancement of Science in 
recognition of his scientific and educa­
tional achievements. 

Among his many awards are the 1977 
Kiekhofer Distinguished Teaching Award 
from the University of Wisconsin-Madi­
son, and the 1979 Manufacturing Chemists 
Association Catalyst Award. He is the 
youngest recipient of two of ACS 's most 
coveted recognitions - the James Flack 
Norris Award for Outstanding Achieve­
ment in the Teaching of Chemistry (1983) 
and theACS Award in OlemicalEducation 
(1986). In 1987, he was cited for distin­
guished public service by the District of 
Columbia Science Education Association, 
the National Science Teachers Associa­
tion, the South Carolina Academy of Sci­
ence, and the Boston University General 
Alumni Association. In 1988, he received 
a Doctor of Public Service from George 
Washington University and a Doctor of 
Humane Letters from Dlinois State Univer­
sity, conferred for distinguished service to 
the science of chemistry and to the nation. 
In 1991 he will be awarded an honorary 
doctoral degree by Ripon College in recog­
nition of his outstanding national contribu­
tions to science education. 

NAMES IN THE NEWS. Dr. Gregory P. 

"Seminar Seven," which opened Sunday at 
the Gallery, the culmination of anew senior 
seminar class offered through the USI Art 
Department by Ms. Kathryn Waters, 
department chair. The exhibition also has 
been featured in The Evansville Courier, 
The Evansville Press, and The Mt. V emon 
Democrat 

WELCOME. The University Community 
welcomes Ms. Susanne Stanley, adminis­
traqve clerk in the Business Office. She has 
a B.A. from Ambassador College in Pasad­
ena, California, and previously was corpo­
rate travel agent for WCG Travel in Pasad­
ena. 

NEW PROGRAMS APPROVED. The 
Indiana Commission for Higher Education 
has approved two new programs for USI, a 
baccalaureate major in geology and bacca­
laureate completion program in nursing in 
cooperation with Vincennes University. 

TAX GUIDE AVAILABLE. The 1991 
Tax Guide for College Teachers and Other 
College Personnel is available in the USI 
Library. It is designed to keep college 
teachers informed about the latest tax laws 
and rulings that apply to them, and to assist 
in filling out 1990 tax returns. Ask for the 
guide at the check-out counter, where it is 
available for a three-day loan. 

FACULTY RESEARCH AND CREA­
TIVE WORK A WARDS. The Office of 
Grants and Sponsored Research has begun 
performing administrative functions for 
Faculty Research and Creative Work Awm. 
Faculty members interested in submitting a 
plUI)QW this spring slx>uld oomact Dr. Peggy 

F. Harrel, coordinator, for a copy of the 
revised policy guidelines and a proposal 
outline. She will assist in preparing propos­
als. 'Ihe USI Fouodatioo is poviding $10,000 
for this year's awards. The deadline for 
submission is Monday, March 18. Award 
recipients will be selected by the Faculty 
and Academic Affairs Committee, chaired 
by Mr. Curt L. Serbus, program director 
and assistant professor of Radiologic Tech­
nology. 

GRADUATE FEE WAIVERS. As of 
January 1, 1991, graduate fee waivers for 
USI employees Wll..L NOT be taxable, 
due to a change made by Congress in Sec­
tion 127 of the IRC. However, graduate fee 
waivers for dependents and spouses of USI 
employees are subject to social security, 
fewderal, state, and local taxes. 'Ihe amount 
of the graduate fee waiver will be included 
in the employee's gross income and the 
appropirate payroll taxes will be withheld 
The Payroll Department will notify em­
ployees as to the pay periods affected by the 
fee waiver. If you have questions, contact 
the Payroll Department, extension 7062. 

APBTOSPONSORPIANIST. Mr. Tom 
Hiel, a young Minnesota pianist who now 
lives in Los Angeles and works on writing 
music for films and television, will present 
a program of original piano/synthesizer 
selections at 9 p.m. Wednesday, January 
23, in Forum I. The program is sponsored 
by the Activities Programming Board It is 
free and open to the public. 

Riel's work has been called "New Age" 
and compared to that of George Winston, 
both of which be reluctantly accepts. "'New 

Valentine, assistant professor of business HEALTH NOTES from the Human Resources Department 
and director of the USI Center for Eco-
nomic Education, will do in-service train­
ing January 18 for elementary and secon­
dary schools in Warrick County. 

Ms. Connie A. W einzapfel, director of the 
New Harmony Gallery of Contemporary 
Art, and four USI senior art students -- Ms. 
Shannon Corrigan, Mr. Trevor Dunville, 
Ms. Elizabeth Snider, and Mr. Don Stablke 
-were special guests on44 Main Street, the 
community events program on Channel44. 
The program focused on the exhibition, 
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Mental Dlness - Mental illness is not the same as poor mental health. It is an illness 
that can affect anyone. Common mental illnesses include: 

Depression - profound or prolonged unhappiness 
Manic-depressive illness - periods of great excitement alternating with depression 
Schizophrenia - confused thinking, hallucinations, or paranoia 
Eating disorders - anorexia or bulimia, for example 
Alcoholism/drug dependency - uncontrollable abuse of alcohol or other drugs 
Anxiety disorders - behavior problems caused by fear that is out of proportion to the 

danger 

Next week: The causes of mental illness. 
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Age' is such a big, overblown tenn right 
now,'' he says. "It kind of has a bad conno­
tation to it, so in some respects, I don't like 
that title. I've stuck to the 'contemporary 
instrumental-slash-New Age' description. 
It's not jazz, it's not classical, and it's not 
pop. I think it's improvisational." His first 
CD, "Please,''wasreleasedin 1989andhas 
received steady play on Jaxz/New Age radio 
stations around the country. He recently re­
leased a cassette of synthesizer composi­
tions entitled "Geometry." 

STOCK MARKET GAME AWARDS. 
A recognition program will be held at 4 
p.m. Tuesday,January 15, inthe UCDining 
Room for the four-member Jasper High 
School team which placed first in the state 
and region in the Stock Mali:et Game spon­
sored by the USI Center for Economic 
Education, the Securities Industry Founda­
tion for Economic Education, and the Indi­
ana Secretary of State's Securities Divi­
sion. The team "earned" $35,429 in their 
stock marlret dealings to take top honors 
among middle and high schools throughout 
the state in Indiana's first participation in 
the 10-week simulation. Some 300 stu­
dents are expected to attend the January 15 
ceremony, when the winning team and all 
southern Indiana participants will be 
recognized. Mr. Mark Maddox, director 
of the Indiana Securities Commission, will 
present certificates and trophies. 

HOT SHOT COMPETITION. The first 
annual Hot Shot Competition -- a free­
throw shooting benefit for Easter Seals -- is 
being held at Mattinglys' 23 at 1700 Mor­
gan Center Drive. The registration dead­
line is 12 noon Thursday, January 10, with 
preliminary rounds starting Tuesday, J anu­
ary 15. You must be age 21 to enter either 
the men's, women's, or coed divisions; 
entry fees are $15 for one division, $25 for 
two. In addition to overall winners, there 
will be nightly drawings for prizes, includ­
ing autographed items by Yankee Doo Mat· 
tingly. For infonnation, call479-1411 or 
473-4323. 

SPORTS TillS WEEK·· Men's Basketball­
- USI at Ashland, 7:30p.m. Thursday, January 
10; USI at IU/PU-Fort Wayne, 8 p.m. Saturday, 
January 12. 

Women's Basketball-- USI at Ashland, S:1S 
p.m. Thursday, January 10; USI at IU/PU-Fort 
Wayne, 6 p.m. Saturday, January 12; USI at 
Oakland City, 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 1S. 

The following positi0111 arc available u of 
January 9, 1991. The University of Soutbem 
lndiaoa is subject to the ~menta of Execu­
tive Order 11246 and is an Affirmative Action 
Employer. Interelted individuals abould con­
tact the Human Rc8ourcea Depart:nw:d. FW A174, 
extension1844. 

Each Job is assiped a reference number. 
When applyiq for positions, please use the 
reference number. 

FACULTY/ADMINISTRATIVE 

Instructors in Nursing - F1018 - School of 
Nursing and Health Professions 

Tenure-track positions in the following practice 
areas: chemical dependc:ocy, community health, 
gerontology, medical-surgical, and psychiatric 
mental health. Master's of Science in Nursing 
with two years of practice ~d; doctorate 
preferred. Rank and salary dependent on quali­
fications and experience. Send curriculum vitae 

including the names of three professional refer­
ences to: Dr. Nadine Coudret, Dean, School of 
Nursing and Health Professions. 

CLERICAUSUPPORT 

Admlnlstratlve Secretary • 80054 - Sehool of 
UberaiArts 

Pull-time position 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday­
Friday; will provide ~ecretarial support to the 
dean and faculty and coordinate various admin­
istrative support activities for the school; re­
sponsibilities include monitoring school and 
departmental budgets, preparing various budget 
reports, and coordinating activities of the cleri­
cal and student staff; will be required to main­
tain an awareness of departmental policies and 
procedures. Position ~s a high school 
diploma with two years of college course work 
preferred and four years of secretarial and office 
experience; typing skills of 00.6S w.p.m. and 
experience with wo.rd-processing and spread­
sheet programs required. Application deadline: 
January 7. 

Maybe we should trade problems. 
Everybody seems to know how to solve the other person's. 

-Unknown 
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