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By SETH GRUNDHOEFER
News editor

Students in O’Bannon and
Ruston Halls were surprised to see
the words, “white privileges” dis-
played on a bulletin board during
Black History Month early last
week.

Once a month, all area coor-
dinators and resident assistants
(RAs) are required to create
informative bulletins boards for
their residents.

For the month of February,
which is also known as National
Black History Month, dormitory
area coordinator for O'Bannon
and Ruston Halls Ryan Miller
posted a bulletin board based off
an article written in 1990 by Peggy
Mclntosh entitled, “White Privi-
lege: Unpacking the Invisible
Knapsack”.

Miller said he picked certain
examples that highlighted “‘white
privileges™ in the article and
formed them into a bulletin board
in order to raise awareness against
racism during Black History
Month.  The headline read,
“Because I am White I can...”

I wanted people to talk about
it [bulletin board). However, |
think people focused on the head-
line instead of the message.”
Miller said.

The contents of the bulletin
boards were taken verbatim from
the McIntosh article that examined

“white privileges™ in our society.
Miller encouraged any students
with comments or concems (0
address him personally instead of
vandalizing the bulletin board.

Freshman and Ruston Hall
resident Hollan Staker said, “1
think for the people it was aiming
to influence, it wasn't the right
way to go about it. But it was a
good gesture.”

A stream of concems and
complaints soon came. E-mails
and phone calls soon reached
Miller and many RA’s, as well as
the director of the multi-cultural
center Pamela Hopson, and the
assistant director of the multi-cul-
tural center Herman Thomas.

Hudson said the problem
stemmed from students taking the
bulletin board at face value.

Some students who were
offended by Miller’s message
even created a Facebook group
deeming his message as a racist
gC\‘lllfC‘

The bulletin board in Ruston
Hall was tom down one day after
it was created. RAs replaced the
original displays in both Ruston
and O’Bannon Halls with the arti-
cle from which the information
was taken frem the next day.

Senior and O’Bannon Hall
RA Jennifer Eckerle sawd students
gathered in the lobby the night the
bulletin boards were created,
expressing concern about the con-
tent.

Eckerle said many residents
were not willing to discuss the
matter, and immediately thought
she had created the bulletin board
herself.

“Just knowing how upset
people were, it hurts when they
don’t come talk to you,” Eckerle
said.

Due to the controversial
nature of the bulletin board and the
complaints that followed, Hopson
and Thomas hosted an open dis-
cussion in O'Bannon Hall’s multi-
cultural room on Wednesday.
Despite the concerned emails and
phone calls, 12 people attended
the discussion.

Eckerle said she and other
RA’s posted flyers around the dor-
mitories for the discussion on
Tuesday night, but found them
torp apart and in a heap in front of

their doors early Wednesday
morning.
Members of the meeting

focused on empathy to address the
problem and formulate a solution.

“We want to make sure the
residents realize that we are doing
something about this.”” Hudson
said.

Both Hudson and Thomas
said, with the help of RA’s and all
concemed residents, they plan to
host an event before the end of
February that will allow students
to “continue the dialogue” and
continue awareness during Black
History Month.

was derived from.

By ANTHONY PATE
| TheShield staff

USI closed campus Tues-
day. This was the first time in at
least ten to 15 years during
school operating hours due to
he weather conditions, said
Annie Krug, vice president of
advancement.

On Dec, 24, 2004, USI can-
celed a men’s basketball game,
H{ but it did not interrupt the every-
[ day procedures of the campus,

“It is something we do not
ake lightly,” Krug said.

Short-handed maintenance
nd grourtds crews still managed
o clear roads, parking lots and
valkways on campus during the
e storm that swept over the tri-
late region this week,

“Itis something we do not take lightly,” said Annic Krug, vice president of advancement.
preparing the campus for classes to start on time on W ednesday.

Miles Mann, director of
facility operations, said 23 peo-
ple made it to help Monday
night, but not everybody could
show up
bility usually falls to grounds
crew to keep the walkways
clear, but maintenance people
usually help in situations such as
this just because ‘it gets things
done quicker. )

“Some people live in 1lli-
nois or Rio and some in Hat-
field. So they just couldn't make
it Mann said in regards to the
shortage of workers. He also
said he specifically requested
help from three different con-
tracting companies to help, Deig
Brothers Co., Lichtenberger Co.
and Blankenberger all donated
services and equipment to the

He said the responsi-

First issue

tune of two front loaders, three
backhoes and pretreatment of
the roads

The priority is roads, park-
ing lots and walkways to build-
ngs -

“Once you get on campus
we really try to get at least one
path to each building,” Mann
said referring to the fact that
campus ground crews cannot
clear the on-ramps to campus
because they are owned by the
\'“III“_\ /

“As time is available we try
1o clear more walkways to
entrances,” Mann said.

Mann said if it wasn't for
people like Steve Selby, Motor
Vehicle Operations supervisor,
who kept the vehicles used to
clear the roads running, the

I'he maintance crew spent long hours of

Photo by Richie Krocker

Maintenance cleans up USI after snow storm

maintenance and ground crews
couldn't have done their jobs as
well. Some student had differing
opinions about how the roads
and walkways were cleared

Npjat Mandh, an
tional student from Turkey, lives
in Newman Hall said in some
spots it is clear and others it is
not

*On some places I had to
walk on the road, but mostly it's
clean on campus,” Majidli said

Marielle Scheid
more theatre major who lives in
T'he Hanly apartment building,
said she thinks the ground crews

interna-

a sopho-

did a good job
“Everything is clear except
for the stairways," Scheid said

BULLETIN BOARD SPARKS CONTROVERSY

Black History Month message
draws students’ concern

_worry about racism without being
[} seen as self-interested or self-
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Alert system performs
during severe weather

advanced.’

‘We're always exploring ways to improve
as technology becomes more and more

- Stephen Woodall

Director of Security

USI uses alert
system twice this
semester both to
warn and inform

By ANDREW FOSTER
The Shield staff

The USI text messaging
alert system performed its first
test when it was used to wamn the
USI community of approaching
severe weather on Jan. 29

Director of security Stephen
Woodall said that the system
was activated when tornado
watches were announced in Van-
derburgh county. The system
can be activated by the president
and vice president of the univer-
sity, Woodall himself or a securi-
ty official he designates

‘I got it [the text message)

and I live in the northeastern
side of the county,” Woodall
said

The Jan. 29 storms did

expose some drawbacks to the
new system. Megan Wichman
a junior studying Social Work
originally signed up for the serv

ice at the advice of her mother

Wichman received the text mes-
sage 45 minutes after it was sent
and after the
storm activity had left the area

most of severe

ies 25 cents, payable in UCoo

She blames bad cell phone
reception during the storm for
the delay

“I don't feel it was the uni-
versity's fault,” Wichman said

Woodall said that differing
locations on campus and differ-
ing cell phone services could
lead to delays in getting text
messages during an emergency,
but students and faculty should-
n't rely totally on the text mes-
saging system to get emergency
information. Woodall said that
sirens, weather radios, Eagle TV
messaging and other means are
all good ways of receiving emer-
gency information on campus

“In cases where we think it
would be absolutely necessary
we can send our staff around,”
Woodall said

Woodall that better

he imple-

training can improve t
mentation of the system in the

said

future. His department is also
looking into other alert systems
that could make the c
safer place

We're

ways to improve

always exploring

1s technolc
more and mor
Woodall said

The text message system was
also implemented during snow
storms on  Monday and
informed the USI community of
the cancelation of for
Tuesday

becomes

advanced

classes
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By SABRIA DUGHAISH
The Shield staff

Many factors determine how
much money each college of the
University of Southem Indiana
receives. The five colleges within
USI include: College of Business,

Bower-Suhrheinrich College of

Education and Human Services,
Pott College of Science and Engi-
neering, College of Liberal Arts
and College of Nursing and
Health Professions.

Some of the colleges do
receive more money than others
and certain majors are given more

than another. It does not matter if

one college has more majors or
minors than another. Each of the
colleges’ budgets is based on its
own needs for that particular year.
The amount of money a col-
lege or program receives can vary
year to year. The Vice President
for Business Affairs and Treasurer
Mark Rozewski said the dividing
of the budget depends on certain
things such as equipment that is
needed in a certain program.
Also, if a larger amount of
students are enrolled in a college
than the previous year, it may
require the university: to hire new

faculty.

There are also some pro-
grams that are essentially more
expensive than others. Chemistry
is going to be more expensive
because of the equipment it
requires compared to another
major like English or history.
“Because each of the colleges has
different needs and these needs
tend (o vary in cost, it is expected
that differing levels of funding
allocation will occur,” said David
Glassman, dean of college of lib-
eral arts.

USI’s annual budget is not
only divided among the colleges

but in other areas such as library
services, honors program, aca-
demic services, university divi-
sion, choir programs, the universi-
ty’s radio station and more servic-
es, programs and activities within
USI.

The tuition students pay each
year is a part of USI's annual
budget, The majority, however,
comes from the state of Indiana.

Usually the tuition goes up
each year because the number of
students in attendance is larger and
because of this the state will give
more money to the university.

Other reasons for the increase
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to the budget include raising
employee's salary every year and
rising insurance rates.

One area is the price of gaso-
line that usually rises every year.
Rozewski said there are over 100
vehicles on campus that are in
operation and that must receive a
certain amount of the budget to be
able to run.

“The annual budget process
at USI is conducted openly and 1

believe is extremely fair. Each of

the colleges and other university
units on campus are provided
equal opportunity to present the

needs and budgetary requests of

Visit our website for details!

9 Convenient
Evansville Locations!

their respective units, The dear
of the five colleges at US| g
highly collaborative and

each others needs. We, the dear:|
do not view the USI budgety-
process as a competition, b
rather a process that seeks r
improve the leaming opportunigie! |
for all of our students througho
the university,” Glassman said,

Nursing
program
works
with
VCCF

By DANI PALMER
The Shield staff [
|

The College of Nursing anc
Health Professions is currently par-|
ticipating in a program involving |
the Vanderburgh County Corre-
tional Facility (VCCE)), said May- |
ola Rowser, grant project coordina- |

tor and instructor of nursing {
The college has a five- mﬂ
collaborative  agreement  witk:
theVCCF  and the Community|
Health Center. It is funded througir|
a five year grant from the Depari-
ment of Human Health and Ser-
vices and Health Professions
Bureau. Through the grant, nursing
and health professions faculty andl
students get to provide supplemen-
tal health care for the inmates at thes
VCCE
The objective of the project is:
to provide supplemental health
care and health education to the
inmates, to provide case man-
agement or health care referrals|
for the inmates and to provide
students with an opportunity to
deliver health care services in s
diverse environment. J
The undergraduste nursing
students participating in the pro:
See ‘NURSING' on Page 8

BOSTON

UNIVERSITY
NTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS

Dublin Internship Program

London Internship Program

Los Angeles Internship Program
Madrid Internship Program

Paris Internship Program

Sydney Internship Program
Washington, D.C. Internship Program

Application Deadline: March 1, 2008

ALL INTERNSHIP PLACEMENTS ARE:
® Guaranteed for each student

® Personalized for each student

® Project-based/academically directed

COMMON PROGRAM FEATURES

® Open to all majors

® Housing provided

® Organized excursions and activities
® Financial aid available

www.bu.edu/abroad

VISIT

WWW.BU.EDU/ABROAD
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9:00- 9;, S50A
(Carter
Study 2
11:00AM
University Center
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nation Center

om 215)
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Kleymeyer Hall'
[USI Theatre Prese
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7:00 PM !
Mallette Studio Theatre™
The Vagina Monolg
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Improve Your Reading Speed
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[Education Center (Room 1102)
(Toastmasters Meeting -
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Robert D. Orr Center (Room 2011)
(CPMPTIA Network + Certification
5:30- 8:30 PM
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1:00 PM
Physical Activities Center
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8:00 PM
allette Studio Theatre

Sunday, February 17, 2008
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2:00 PM

allette Studio Theatre

atholic Mass
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204)

Room 47)
[Effectively Navigating Meeting
id Presentations -
00- 9:00 PM
[University Conference
(Room 201)

Spring Film Series: Safety Last
6:00 PM
Forum Wing-Wright Admn. Bldg.
Forum I)

One World Film Series: Enemies ot{
Happiness

7:00 PM

Liberal Arts Center (Room 101)

Center
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Computers for the Home
2:30- 4:00 PM
University Conference
(Room 214)

Improving Your Time Management
4:00- 4:30 PM

Education Center (Room 1102)
Activities Programming Board
Meeting

4:30- 5:15 PM
University Center (Room 203-204)
Habitat for Humanity Meeting
5:00 PM

University Center (Room 206)
USI Economics and Finance Club
5:00- 6:00 PM

Robert D. Orr Center (Room 2027)
USI Theatre Presents Twelve Angry]
Jurors

7:00 PM

Mallette Studio Theatre
Global Community Mardi Gras Cel-
ebration

7:30 PM

Ruston Hall (Multipurpose Room)
SPECTRUM MEETING

9:00- 10:00 PM

David L. Rice Library (Room 0012

Center]




>

Page 4 - The Shield

Perspectives
« Viewpoints

Clinton
VS.
Obama:

Who can beat McCain?

By KYLE KNIGHT
The Shield staft

With the democratic primary
race gearing up for a heated finale,
many continue to ask whether
Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama
can beat the likely Republican
nominee John McCain. The race
between Obama and Clinton gal-
vanized democratic voters on
Tuesday, and three million more
voters tumed out for democratic
primaries than the republican. l_n
Missouri alone, the democratic
primary witnessed a 70 percent
higher tumout than the republican.

With Clinton’s narrow lead
over Obama, the democratic race
might not end with the Convention
in Denver. One key factor in this

year’s election concerns the inde-
pendent vote. As President John
Zogby, of the famous Zogby Inter-
national polls stated, “the rise of
the independent voter coincides
with a dramatic increase in the
level of distrust in the current polit-
ical system.” The ability to sway
independent voters stands as an
important key to a successful
change in leadership, and with
Clinton’s emphasis on politicking,
a Clinton nomination will only
serve as a detriment to the Demo-
cratic Party.

Obama’s rhetoric and policies

have brought independent voters
in record numbers to his side,
especially in traditionally republi-
can states. For instance Obama
won over 60 percent of the inde-
pendent vote in Utah and managed
to win the independent vote in Ari-
zona, despite losing to Clinton. In
other traditional republican states.
such as Alaska and Idaho, Obama
carried a three to one margin in
Alaska and a two to one in Idaho.
Overall, Obama won nine of the
13 red states on February 5.

Even when Obama lost in
states like New York and Califor-
nia, he still beat Hillary among
independent voters. Obama beat
her by 15 percent in New York and
over 30 percent in Califomia, fur-
ther proving his appeal among
those straddling the fence even in
democratic states.

Not only does Obama sway
independents but voters 18 to 24
also strongly support him. In Ten-
nessee the youth vote quadrupled
and in Georgia it tripled. Although

Obama lost Tennessee, he carried
over 53 percent of the youth vote,
and over 70 percent in Georgia.
Many young adults who could not
vote in 2004 becoming eligible
this year, the youth vote constitutes
an important part of the vote lead-
ing to the white house.

However, Obama has shown

poorly with the Latino population,
especially in California. This
brings to mind another point high-
lighting the desperation of the
Clinton campaign and its willing-
ness to resort to lowbrow cam-
paign tactics. A pollster for Clinton
made the erroneous statement in
the New Yorker that “the Hispanic
voter has not shown a lot of will-
ingness or affinity to support black
candidates.” Los Angeles Times
columnist, Gregory Rodriguez
pointed out that in Los Angeles
three of the heaviest Latino popu-
lated areas have black congres-
sional representatives, and five
black members of the Unites
States House represent areas with
Latino populations over 25 per-
cent.

Such ridculous statements
highlight Clinton’s attmepts to
mainpulate political perceptions.
The Clinton campaign even con-

‘88, to downplay the significance
of the heated battle.

Throughout Clinton’s run as a
Senator and her presidential cam-
paign her efforts illustrate status
quo politics unwilling to take a
decisive stand when necessary.
You can see examples of this in her
vote for the war in Irag, her vote
for the Senate resolution threaten-
ing war with Iran, her decision to
take over a million dollars from
registered lobbyists. ... do I need to
continue.

One more thing I forgot to
mention. She chose to campaign in
Florida and Michigan after the
national democratic party chose to
stand in opposition to the states for
moving up the dates of their pri-
maries. These tactics highlight a
figure more concemed with the
appearance of winning than
respecting the wishes of her party,

which Obama did.

With Obama winning one pri-
mary and two more caucuses on
Saturday, the Clinton ship shows
signs of wear and tear. Another
telling fact includes the $5 million
loan she took out to keep her cam-
paign afloat, while Obama pro-
duced over $32.5 million.

An Obama nomination would

present a strong contrast to a
McCain presidency which would
ensure an indefinite stay in Iraq.
Obama stands in stark opposition
to the hawkish Clinton, whose vet-
ing record for the war could only
point out the inconsistency of her
policy. Also this month, the Pew
Research Center conducted a sur-
vey that found 80 percent of
Republicans dislike the idea of Bill
Clinton back in the White House.
Not only will her voting record
present problems in a general elec-
tion, but her husband’s presence
could only scare more moderate
republicans away.

If America wants a leader to
represent some degree of change,
Obama’s willingness to question
the loosely created reasons for
invading Iraq serves as an example
of his decsion making skills under
pressure. People continue to forget
this key difference between
Obama and Clinton, and should
remember this when deciding who
to support. While Clinton ran
around spouting Al Qaeda’s pres-
ence in Iraq, Obama attended an
antiwar rally to call attention to
those deceitful and destructive
claims. With the broken system of
health care and other important
domestic issues taking presidence,

none of them will matter if anoth-
er hawkish president takes us into
another war.

President Bush’s new budget offers
great news for today’s college gradu-
ates. Apparently, the budget will be bal-
anced and the Iraq war will be over by
2012. I draw this hopeful conclusion
based on the administration’s newly
submitted budget proposal, which
includes $515.4 billion for the penta-
gon, none of which is earmarked for
Iraq

it

By J.I. LUTZ
The Shield staff

Not only will the budget be bal-
anced, there will even be a $61 billion
surplus. That amount is far less than the
$160 billion surplus President Clinton
left for George Bush, but hey, we’ll take
what we can get.

There are a few obstacles to achiev-
ing the predictions outlined in the Pres-
ident’s budget but our representatives in
Washington are highly competent peo-
ple, and I'm sure they will all work
together to overcome any problems that
arise.

The first obstacle is the obvious
conflict between the administrations
stated aims of keeping a U.S. presence
in Iraq and the reality of that presence
not being funded by the budget. The
administration doesn’t really believe we
will be out of Iraq by 2012. They just
don’t include the cost of the war
because it is being funded with emer-
gency allocations that don’t show up in
the budget until after the fact. For
instance, when Bush made his 2008
budget forecast, he projected a $239 bil-
lion budget. Once supplemental
requests were factored in, the actual
deficit was $410 billion.

Another problem with the proposed
budget is that it continues the govern-
ment’s practice of using the social secu-
rity surplus as regular tax income. With-
out that surplus, the proposed budget
actually goes into deficit.

Congress has consistently allowed
the theft of social security surpluses
over the years. They essentially take the
money and leave an IOU in its place.

Now that the baby boom generation is
beginning to retire, the bill is coming
due and the government doesn’t have
the money to pay up. I'd really like to
see somebody fix that.

Many  politicians, especially
Republican presidential candidates,
blame the social security system for
future budget woes. Many baby
boomers, having paid into social securi-
ty their entire lives, believe the money
to pay for social security would be
available if the government hadn’t
stolen it. I blame it on illegal immi-
grants. From what I hear, they are the
ones causing most of our nations prob-
lems.

Bush’s budget proposal also
assumes that many taxpayers will be hit
with the new alternative minimum tax
that is scheduled to take place after
2008. Many in Washington want to stop
that tax from ever taking effect.

Further complicating the issue are
Bush’s tax cuts for upper income indi-
viduals, which are projected to cost $1.6
trillion over 10 years. The administra-
tion claims that it would cause great
harm to the economy should Congress
fail to extend the cuts.

Personally, I can’t figure out why, if
Bush’s tax cuts are so good for the
economy, the economic outlook has

declined during the years in which they..

have been in effect. Even so, I remain
confident that the administration’s pre-
dictions are correct because I know the
President wouldn’t lie to us.

Six years ago, the administration
promised that Iraqi oil revenues would
pay for the war. Perhaps the administra-
tion believes those revenues will finally
make their long-awaited debut. That
would be awesome.

Meanwhile, it’s nice to know that
the war will soon end and there will be
a budget surplus coming as early as
2012. Maybe it will even grow large
enough to rescue the social security
trust fund. I'd like that because I'm a
member of the baby boom generation,
and I want my money.

Send us a letter!

shield@usi.edu
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~ ToWhom It Ma
Concern

{press my:
intment in the universi-
ty’s decision to insult 1 d
' no doubt, numerous others, by
“not considering the travel haz-
- ards of all its students.

5

Certainly, once 1 get to the
main thoroughfare, I will have
no problems, however, play-

- ing pin-ball with my vgﬁ;ém- ‘
- on the way down a 30 degree,
Jice covered gradient, flanked
by both parked cars and fallen
neighbors who failed to make

it back up the hill, does not

Sincerely,
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Both
sides of
the
green

By NICK DURCHOLAZ
The Shield staff

By no means am [ an expert in
the economic sense, but with so
much talk being thrown about con-
cemning how detrimental I feel
people are formulating hasty opin-
ion about Bush’s decision to tack
on some extra figures to tax
refunds. Do these people know
economic responsibilities rest not
only with a bunch of old white
guys making up less than .05 per-
cent of our population? Believe it
or not, our economy can be affect-
ed by all Americans rich or poor. It
can be said that most of the nation-
al debt is not a cause of the average
American citizen, and it doesn't
seem printing off more money we
don’t have, decreasing the value of
the dollar is a good idea.

Consider a family of six, the
father unable to work for several
months because of an injury or
because he got laid off, he is unable
to collect much in workman's
compensation or unemployment
but he then receives an extra
$1,200 on his tax return. This is
moriey making up for his missed
work. It is ultimately a godsend for
him to make his house payment,
car payment or pay on his chil-
dren’s education.

When one speaks to individu-
als such as this everyday in a line
of work, such as my own, in sales,
one can begin to slowly put togeth-
er a puzzle of why hard- working
people in this country need a little
extra boost financially and in spir-
it.

Consider the 60 year- old
woman still working who just lost
her husband.. Her income is laugh-
able; she can barely pay for her
medication much less her hus-
band’s funeral expenses, She looks
in the mail and finds her tax return
with an extra $1,200 added onto it.
She can make sure her loved one
has a proper burial, she can buy
gifts for her grandchildren and
maybe even have a little left over tet
do something she enjoys. Is this
not beneficial?

Pointing fingers at the govem-
ment does no good ladies and gen-
tlemen, when a large percent of
people in this country can’t control
how they spent their own money.
No matter how much money they
have; they cannot keep within their
own limits. Certain people are so
bad; they have to hire someone to
put a governor on how they utilize
their money. To be realistic, an
extra $600 or $1,200 on tax retumns
for an individual or a family in
America is not likely to single-
handedly save the economy, but it
will be beneficial for a great num-
ber of people in our country.

o3 3 i

tinues to play the race card after
her husbands remark, “Jesse Jack-
son won South Carolina in ‘84 and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The Shield accepts original. unpublished let-
ters from all of its readers. b
more than 260 words. Letters must be signed
and have a telephone number for verification.
The editor reserves the right to edit for length,
style, grammar and spelling. Pieces will appear in
The Shield Online. Letters can be submitted
online or via e-mail.

SHIELD

www.usishield.com
shield@usi.edu

e
Opinions expressed in unsigned

editorials represent a consensus
opinion of the editorial board.

seem like a reasonable plan.  Matt Meeler
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Oscars 2008:

..a horrific hynothetical

Let’s embark on a thought experiment.

A true democracy actually exists.

The whims of the general public rule supreme and'thc
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences derives its
Oscar nominations solely from the top-grossing films of

By JON WEBB
Et Cetera editor

the year.

With only Spiderman 3, Shrek 3, Transformers,
Pirates of the Caribbean: At Worlds End, Harry Potter
and the Order of the Phoenix, The Bowrne Ultimatum, 300,
Ratatouille, The Simpsons Movie and Wild Hogs with
which to work, the Academy hunkers-down and allows a
select group of filmmakers to ascend to greatness.

Removed from consideration are the too-violent (No
Country For Old Men), too-British (Atonement), 100-€mo
(Juno), too-Clooney (Michael Clayton) and the too-fantas-

tic (There Will Be Blood).

After careful considerations, the nominees are:

Best Picture
Spiderman 3
Shrek 3
Transformers

Best Actor
Tim Allen, Wild Hogs

The Hollywood Elite descends upon Los Angeles” Kodak Theatre,
dressed comfortably in semi-formal wear.

Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix

Best Actress

Cameron Diaz, Shrek 3
Kirsten Dunst, Spiderman 3

...that one girl in that one shot, 300
Nancy Cartwright (Bart Simpson), The Simpsons Movie
Julia Stiles, The Bourne Ultimatum

Best Director

Michael Bay, Transformers (uciesd
Martin Lawrence, Wild Hogs
John Travolta, Wild Hogs
William H. Macy, Wild Hogs
Ray Liotta, Wild Hogs

Ron Weasley rubs freckled elbows with presenter Lindsey Lohan.

Host Larry the Cable Guy hilariously laments the exclusion of his
film Witless Protection from the nominees, and demands the Academy
do their best next time to just “finish it.”

(Editor s note: quote altered due to grammar)

Later in his monologue, Mr. Cable Guy wonders how a funny
movie with an environmental theme (7he Sinspsans.Movie) snuck into.

the ceremony.

“Now, I didn't know *dat Al Gore fella’ voted on these pictures,”

he says, adding, “finish it.”

(Editor's note: quote partly made up due to its garbled delivery)

The lights dim, and delighted television audiences sink into their
sofa, finally free of the old Oscar format, which rewarded thexcritically
acclaimed, artistically excellent, good films.

Newsweek.com columnist Marc Peyser can no longer gripe about
the Academy nominating films no one “cares about.”

The film-going public can finally feel justified in their decisions.

As the producers of the Best Picture saunter off stage at the end of
the broadcast, and Larry waves his flannelled goodnight, America falls

asleep, finally content.

Sure, under this scenario, creativity would be rendered useless and

film critics everywhere would shove their teary heads into ovens, but so

what?

At last, the average and amateurs would control the Oscars — like
You Tube, Wikipedia and the Bush Administration before it.

Writer’s strike update: Dance War and the after effects

_ By JON WEBB

Et Cetera editor

The writer’s strike — which
began when members of the Writ-
ers Guild of America ceased work
on November S, erippling the pro-
duction of new, scripted television
material — has ended.

92 percent of the Guild voted
on Tuesday to vacate the picket
line and return to their jobs after
negotiations with Hollywood stu-
dio executives yielded a three-year
contract. \

The new contract will pro-
vide increased eamings Lo writers
for material airing on the Internet
and through cell phones.

As with other disasters, the
effects of the strike cannot be seen
clearly through its own lens,

So, no longer burdened by the
strike, let us finally take a clear

look at the most hideous, smelliest

chunk of episodic-feces to gurgle
to the surface during this flushed
away television season:

ABC's Dance War:
vs. Carrie Ann.

In this spin-off of Dancing
With the Stars (a phrase which
makes me doubt the Bible) two
“famous” choreographers — Bruno
Tonioli and Carrie-Ann Inaba —
each pick a team of auditioning
singers/dancers and compete
against each other,

Viewers possessing truck-
loads of free time vote for their
favorite team through text mes-
sages.

The losing team must go on
sans a member, and the winning
team glows with an uneammed
sense of accomplishment, trying
to forget the fact their new sense of
pride came courtesy of a dance
competition.

“But," a bewildered, sane

Bruno

human may ask, “how can the

words ‘dance’ and ‘war' make

sense in the same sentence?”
They don’t, and haven’t made

sense together since the heated

1938 dance-off between British
Prime Minister Neville Chamber-
lain and Adolf Hitler, which
Chamberlain ultimately lost, fore-
ing him to concede Czechoslova-
kia to the well-groomed tyrant.

(Editor’s note: a dance-off
between Chamberlain and Hitler
probably never happened. We do,
however; stress the word probably,
as we can't know what the rwo
Statesmen did or discussed behind
closed doors,)

America’s fixation on song-
and-dance themed television does-
n't make much sense, either.

Whether it be Dance War
Dancing with the Stars or the
omnipresent  American  Idol,
Americans can't shake their fasci-

W'smuln{,
Archie Jr,, that ain't
onna. happen.

nation with shows celebrating
dance and karaoke, actions nor-
mally performed by your average
drunkard.

Since November 5, reality
TV became television executives’
only medication for the wound left
by the writer’s strike.

During January, however, rat-
ings for the four major networks —
NBC, ABC, CBS and FOX -
dropped 9 percent compared to the
same period of time in 2007.

This dip in interest could
maybe, just maybe, cause a return
to dominance for scripted televi-
sion

If the 100 days of the writer’s
strike could possibly lead to the
unceremonious death of trifle like
Dance War, then it was totally
worth it.

- Oprah -

...and her brain-
washing books

By BRANDI WEYER
Editor in Chief

Attention all housewives and soccer moms: A New Earth, Awaken-
ing to Your Life’s Purpose, Oprah’s newest book initiated to the cult (I
mean club) involves more participation than a reservation on a scantily
dusted bookshelf.

This time, trophy wives, the reading is required (no cheating)
because Oprah and the author of A New Earth Eckhart Tolle, will join
forces in the creation of weekly Monday night class starting March 3.

This ten- week “webinar” will change your life. Oprah allowed me
to try out the webinar for myself for a free consultation.

Below is a sample of my private interaction with Oprah that I kept
in my “exclusive workbook,” which comes included with the class.

Strangely, virtual Oprah wears a gypsy ensemble, speaks with a
Caribbean accent and wants to predict my future

Oprah: What is your question, my dear?

Me: I wanted to ask you, what is true and complete self-happiness?

Oprah: True and complete happiness for any woman comes with-
in tending the household chores, raising the children and doing what the
husband tells you to do. Those are the ultimate goals every woman
should desire.

Me: Hmm, okay...but you do not have any children or a husband.
Are you telling me that you are not fulfilled, that you are not happy?

Oprah: [ am fulfilled because unlike you, I have money.

Me: Because you have money. . . Let me get this straight, I can only
achieve true happiness if 1 allow a male to dominate my life, and have
children . . .

Oprah: (interrupted) and take the time to watch Oprah everyday at
4:30 pm.

Me: This is not free advertising, this is an interview!

Oprah: [ have money, remember? Now go to sleep child (while
hypnotizing me). Let Oprah show you the true meaning of happiness.

Me: (into a deep sleep with no recall of what happened since that
point) *

Since the days following my interview and some extensive coun-
seling, I got back into the swing of everyday life: class, school newspa-
per and working for a bookstore.

It was February 7, and [ started my workday off by working the
information desk, yhich is something I tend to enjoy because I would
categorize myself as a people person.

The first customer I had that day came in with her husband and
asked me if we still had that “‘Secrets” book. the about New Earth?”

I asked her innocently, “Secrets book?”

She said “Yeah, you know the one from Oprah? The Secret, or
something.”

I started to sweat and became nervous. Just a coincidence, | told
myself.

About three minutes passed, and I noticed a woman with a con-
founded look on her face. Lapproached her and asked. “Can 1 help you

find something?”

She looked up and with tears welded in her eyes she asked,

“Do you have anymore copies of New Earth?” Are you going to be
getting any more copies in?

I ran rampantly over to the computer—pulled up the book title onto
the server—and my worse nightmare occurred: giving the pampered-
housewife the worse news she could receive, *No, ma’am, we are cur-
rently not in the process of ordering anymore New Earth books for the
store.”

She caught my eyes and stared down into my soul.

As she put one hand on her hip and tapped her foot, she stated. “1
think you should because there is going to be a class, Oprah is teaching
it.”

Then, I realized they were everywhere.

About one out of every five customers at the bookstore demand “the
one from Oprah. Do you know it?” =

No, I don’t know it.

So, here’s to you Oprah (with my glass of Riesling held high) and
your brainwashed ***ing viewers.

English professor and director of the creative writing program Matthew
Graham reads poems from his most recent book A World Without End on
February 7 at the year’s first Ropewalk Reading. During the reading, Gra-
ham also paid tribute to his late friend/poet Liam Rector.

Photo by Richic Krocker
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Advertise in The Shield

- Competitive rates

-- Student and Organizational Discount
-- Great way to reach the 18-24 age group
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[Check out The Shield online!
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--read more stories
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isit www.usishield.com more information.

ptie & Advertise in
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Fill in the grid so that every row, column and 3x3

box contains the numbers 1 through 9.
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Professors beat the winter blues

[OST proiessors Matthew Graham (left) and Steven Williams find time away from campus to co

pete in local intramural hockey league.

Photo by Richie Krocker|

Lady Eagles dominate Pumas

By MATTHEW STALLER
The Shield staff

The weather may be cold out-
side, but February 7 brought
some hot shooting on USI's part.
The Eagles (8-12, 3-9 GLVC)
demolished St. Joseph's College
(1-18, 0-12 GLVC) by a score of
12-24, 3

USI had just recently gone
through a large losing streak, but
going into the game, USI had to
feel somewhat confident know-
ing that their opponent had won
only one game on the season.

A plethora of numbers sticks
| out immediately after a game

like this. St. Joseph's shot a
\ brisk, 16 percent on the night,

along with only eight total field
| goals made compared to USI's
26 total field goals.

USI started the game off hot,
led by standout freshman Amie
Newhart who had 15 on the
| night along with Brittany Dard-
en who led all scorers with 19.
The highest scorer for St.
Joseph's College only managed
a total of seven points overall
along with a couple of rebounds.

Though the score was stag-
gered and not close for the most

part, it was not the lowest
amount of ppints USI had given
up in its history. St. Joseph's
output of 24 points tied for the
second lowest amount of points
USI had ever given up since
1976, when Kentucky Wesleyan
managed an even weaker total
of 17 points overall.

USI's win marked their first
since January 12 against Lewis
University. The Eagles may
have won big, but knew that St.
Joseph's College did not com-
pare in any way, shape or form
to that of their upcoming oppo-
nent, Indianapolis. The Univer-
sity of Indianapolis, who at the
time had 16 wins, looked to
_brirgg (lwir 'inqir_ng ways to USI
in fopes of ruining homecom-
ing.

Saturday, February 9, yet
another heartbreaker for a USI
team that struggles to find itself
late in the season. The Eagles
(8-13. 3-10 GLVC), who had
swapped leads with Indianapolis
(17-4, 9-4 GLVC) 14 times in
the game, eventually fell just
short 63-56.

USI started the game off with
great looking shots throughout
from the rising freshman Amie

Newhart. Newhart, who scored
over 1,000 points in high school,
has really made herself known
as a serious threat for years to
come. Three players, including
Newhart, earned 41 points
between them on the evening.
USI seemed to falter late in
the game, when shots became
harder and harder to come by.
USI made only four shots com-
pared to the Greyhounds' nine in
the second half. For the most
part, no one on USI seemed to
be able to hit any hot streak and
it showed up in the statistics.
USI shot only 30 percent overall
compared to the Greyhounds' 36
percent on the evening.
Jnconsistent shooting waoes

have really plagued the_Eag! csk

this season late in many of their
games. With USI having a small
break until Valentine's Day, look
for there to be no love shown on
the court, when the Eagles look
to take it to Rockhurst Universi-
ty. USI's next game is set for
February 14th, at 5:15pm in the
PAC.

Sophomore forward

av
seorge Cunningam

pulls up or

the Jumper while UST clwr

Against Saint Joseph’s University but found a win against the University of Indianapolis, 81-

caders root
76.

By LANA KUNZ
The Shield staff

Transfers from colder cli-
mates found a great way (o cure
boredom and stay fit in Evans-
ville during the winter months.

Matthew Graham, associate
professor of English, has been
involyed with the Tri-State
Amateur Hockey Association
for about two years. He plays
with Steven Williams, associate
professor of Sociology. on the
gray team in the B league, which
according to the association's
website, is the league for some-
one planning to go to work the
next day.

The positions in hockey are
similar to those in soccer, with
three offensive players lead by a
center that are backed up by two
defenders and a goalie. Graham
plays both right and left for-
ward, but claims to prefer left
since it matches his political

leaning. Williams, as a more
experienced player, plays all
three positions. Unlike some
hockey leagues the Tri-State
Amateur Hockey Association
prohibits body checking, fight-
ing, tripping or any checking of
another player's limbs.

unior gu

Once Williams, known to the
team as Captain Canada, moved
to Evansville he was just happy
to find that a hockey league
existed and had good players.
The league is a variety of ages,
professions and genders. Ages
of players range from 20 to 70
years-old, with the majority in
their thirties and forties, Every-

when actually it's a sport of
speed, agility, and beauty.
Unfortunately, I'm slow and
clumsy.” said Graham.

Graham began playing Hock-
ey at his high school in upstate
New York, while Williams
horfed his skills while growing
up in Canada.

The B league's game sched- _'

‘The conception of hockey is that it is
violent and thuggish when actually it's
a sport of speed, agility, and beauty.”
- Matthew Graham

' associate professor of English

one from doctors to bricklayers
are involved in the league. Fre-
quently in intramural sports that
are coed men avoid being rough
with women players.

“Once in uniform I can't tell
which players are females...
there is a guy with a ponytail
that I keep thinking is a
woman,” Graham said. *

Both professors developed a
fondness for the sport in their
childhood.

“The conception of hockey is
that it is violent and thuggish

in the Cady
lover the Saint Joseph University Pumas. Darden scored 19 in last week’s bout.

ule, roster and applications to
join the league are posted on
www.tsaha.org. The gray team
plays at Swonder's Ice Rink on
February 17 at 7:15 pm against
the blue team. Everyone is wel-
come to watch the game. Just
remember to bundle up if you
plan on watching the game.

agles’ commanding victory

Photo by Anthony Pate

or victory. The Eagles struggled|

Photo by Anthony Pat

3y COLLEEN BINKLEY
The Shield staff

The UST women's track team
raveled north this weekend to
Fompete in the 2008 DePauw
ndoor Invitational. With: three
ISt place finishes by freshman,
\lison  Laird, sophomore,
leather Cooksey, and sopho-
nore, Meagan Scheidler, the
PCreaming  Eagles score 92
'OINtS, placing them in third
lace overal),

In the 5000-meter run, Laird
TOSSes the finish line after only

I

19:29.77, beating second place
by 2.7 seconds. In the women's
one mile run, USI had the top
three finishes with Cooksey in
first with a time of 5:08.30
Mary Ballinger and Christy
Dixon followed with second and
third place with times of 5:13.70
and 5:16.50. Scheidler placed
first in the 3000-meter run beat-
ing DePauw's second place run-
ner by 15.28 seconds

The USI men's track team
came in sixth place this week-
end at the 2008 DePauw Indoor
Invitational. Led by senior, Tris-

tan Mannix, the team was able
to put 52 points on the board
placing them only two and a half
points behind Danville's fifth
place

Mannix scored ten points for
his team in the men's one-mile
run with the incredible time of
4:19.01. Freshman David Good-
man was able to keep up with
Mannix coming in at second
place with a time of 4:23.92.

Mannix also placed second in
the men's 1000-meter run, with
a time of 2:38.73, scoring anoth-
er eight points for the men's

omen's track team racde for
hird in DePauw Invitational

team.

Freshman, Cole Schroer was
also able to help out the team in
the men's 600-meter run. Com-
ing in at fourth place, with a
time of 1:28.34, Schroer gained
five points for his team

The men and women's indoor
track teams will compete again
this weckend at the Tyson Invi-
tational in Fayetteville,
Arkansas on Friday, and Satur-
day at the DePauw Classic

By GUY SCOTT
The Shield staft

The University Of Southern
Indiana Men's Basketball team
was back in action last week. On
Thursday they played host to
Saint  Joseph's  University.
Unfortunately they struggled as
a team and lost 57-75 in a game
in which their first half struggles
came back to haunt them.

They seemed to play better as
a team in the second half, but it
still wasn't enough. That's not
what the Eagles had in had just
coming off a huge road win the
weekend before. With this being
homecoming weekend they
planned to come out with bvo
victories. “People didn't play
hard at all on Thursday.” junior
forward Anthony Pimble said.

Saturday the Eagles provided
a different outcome. Led by sen-
iors Tyson Schnitker and Nor-
man Plummer, the Eagles
brought victory back to the
Physical Activities Center. The
Eagles celebrated homecoming
with an 81-76 victory over the

- Upcoming -
Events

Eagles split weekend
in return to PAC |

University of Indianapolis.
Plummer led the way with 25
points and nine rebounds.
Schnitker was right behind him
with 23 points and a season best
five rebounds.

“Tyson played real well for us
in the first half, and Norm
played well in the second,”
sophomore guard Drew Glover
said.

The seniors also received nice
contributions from junior for-
ward Anthony Pimble and soph-
omore guard Darren Cloud with
14 and 10 points respectively.
Pimble also belped Plummer in
the rebounding column with six.

“Everybody worked harder on
Saturday. We played together
more,it was a good team effort,
Pamble said. The Eagles raised
their record to 12-9 overall and
6-7 in the Great Lakes Valley
Conference, USI is back in
action this weekend when they
hosts Rockhurst University on
February 14 and 1lth ranked
Drury University on February
16.

T g RN RARAR RN

Men’s Basketball

Thu., Feb. 14 - Rockhurst

Sat., Feb. 16 - Drury

Women’s Basketball
Thu., Feb. 14 - Rockhurst

Sat., Feb. 16 - Drury

Baseball

Sat., Feb. 16 - Henderson State

Sun., Feb. 17 - Henderson State
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International students Share cultures at Food Expo

18 countries
represented at
the annual event

NO RAMEN
TONIGHT!

Use your noodle and save.

$699 $€)99

MEDIUM LARGE
1-TOPPING 1-TOPPING

Piz2 af{iil(e

AMERICA'S FAVORITE PIZZA

ALL DAY. EVERY DAY.

No coupon required just a student LD.

425-6666

Campus Delivery
(Or Visit Any Evansville Location)

Expires 53108 Valid only at participating locations. Delivery areas and charges may
vary. Delivery drivers carry no more than $20 cash. Not valid on Stuffed Crust or with

any other offers. © zza Hut, Inc

PRV1454_USIN

ORDER ONLINE
pizzahut.com

By S. CHAD SHOULDERS
The Shield staff

USI international students
will share native cultures and cus-
toms with food and entertalnment
at the Intemational Food EXpo in
Carter Hall Friday, February 22,

The annual event, hosted by
the International Club in conglom-
eration with International Pro-
grams and Services, will bring this
_;c.n s international week to a
close

Delicacies from 18 different
countries, including two new addi-
tions: Costa Rica and Azerbaijan,
are prepared and served by the stu-

dents themselves, said Andrea
Bamard, program coordinator for
Intemational Programs and Ser-
vices

At the time of the event
from 10:30 am. to 2:00 p.m.
T'he Loft will be closed as the food
IS prepared under the aid and
supervision of Sodexho Chefs.

Barnard, who is new to the
event after replacing Kristine
Murray as coordinator in August,
said that Sodexho Chefs have also
been helping the students with
recipes and with ordering ingredi-
ents.

“The students keep coming in
about their recipes,” Barnard said.

Back up your birth control!

Stop by Planned Parenthood on February 26, 2008, and
receive FREE EC" to keep at home—just in case

Evansville Health Center

125 N. Weinbach, Suite

@ Planned Parenthood

120 + (812) 473-4990

of Indiana | wwwppinorg

parson, kmited quantitias

“I'm really excited to try all the
food.”

Some native cuisines include:
New Year’s dumplings from
China, Costa Rican Chifrijo,
Bratwurst and Kaisershmarren
from Germany, Butter Chicken
Curry and Samosas from India;
Calderita and Cassava Cake from
Philippines and Fried rice balls
from Taiwan.

Recipe books will be sold for
$5 at the door and the Office of
Religious Life will sell genuine
artifacts from third world coun-
tries where almost all proceeds are
sent back to each item’s onginal
country,

In addition, a fashion show
with native attire is scheduled and
artifacts, literature and photo-
graphs will accompany each coun-
try's food booth, said Heidi Gre-
gori-Gahan, director of the Inter-
national Programs and Services.

A booth will also be set up
where participants can have their

names written in Arabie, Japanese
or Chinese.

Fifth and Six grade students
from three area schools are alsg
expected and will armive at 10:00
a.m.

“It’s just a wonderful way for
our international students to really
showecase their country and cul-
ture,” Gahan said.

Over the last few years the
event has sold out, said Gahan,
and with 600 tickets available she
recommends getting them early,
Tickets are $10 at the door or can
be purchased in advance for S8 at
the International Programs and
Services office, located downstairs
in the UC,

The International club will
also be selling tickets from
11:00am to 1:00pm in the UC next
to the Multicultural center Febru-
ary 19 through February 21,

The event is open to the pub-
lic and a portion of the proceeds
will go to Food for the Poor. *

Nlll‘Sing continued from page 2

-gram are third-year mental health
students who go to the Vander-
burgh County Correctional Facili-
ty for four weeks out of an eight-
week course.

Community health students are
at the facility only two to six times
per semester because they have
other clinical sights they must go
to. Community health students
also coordinate a heealth fair every
semester at the Community Cor-
rections Complex. Graduate fami-
ly nurse practitioners are also
involved, along with occupational
therapist assistants, nutrition stu-
dents and respiratory care stu-
dents. Graduate students may only
Sign up two times per semester to
work with the inmates.

“As far as this project goes, the

main goal is to deliver primary
care services and then this allows
our students to deliver heatlh care
in alternate types of clinical envi-
ronments,” said Rowser.

Faculty members are at the Van-
derburgh County Correctional
Facility three days per week
spending up to seven hours at the
facility. This is currently USI’s
seventh year working at the facili-
ty leaving only three years lefi in
their second grant. The College of
Nursing and Health Professions
hopes to continue participation in
the future,

“We feel like we provide a valu-
able service to the inmates thereas
well as a valuable opportunity for
our students,” said Rowser.

Monday, 2/18. :

International Week Kick-Qff Celebration --
Featuring Bunraku Japanese Puppetry

Traupe
UC Carter Hall at 6:00 p.m.

A marionette puppet performance in the traditional Japanese artistic
style. A reception will be held immediately following the performance.

Study Abroad Information Session

UC215at 11:00 a.m.

Explore the World and Discover Yourself! Come to learn about the
many exciting study abroad possibilities US| has to offer. Don’t miss

out on refreshments and prizes!

Tuesday, 2/19

One World Film Series -- Featuring

Enemies of Happiness
Keymeyer Hall at 7:00 p.m

This film focuses on women's rights in Afghanistan and the first demo-
cratic election to happen in 30 years. Discussion following the film

moderated by Professor Patty Aakhus.

e

b
Patsl s ircassiiond %

Friday, 2/22

,’I M :
International Food Expo hosted by

International Club.~
UC Carter hall 10:30 a.pa#*2:00. p.m.

Come taste the cultures of the world! Enjoy food, entertainment, and prizes.
Crafts by-theWork of Human Hands will be avaiable for purchase. Tickets are
$8 in advance and $10 at the door. Please call International Programs at

465- 1248 for tickets.

Monday, 2/18 - Friday, 2/22

Where in the World is Archibald Eagle?

Trivia Contest

Identify the mystery location each day from somewhere in the world and

enter for the chance to win a $50 gift card.
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SI ‘Graced’ From Kenya

By AMANDA PARKHILL
The Shield staff

Grace Ngumi left her home
in Kenya to study occupational
therapy at USI in January.

Ngumi attended school at
Birithia Girls High School in the
Othaya district in Kenya. Her
most memorable experience was
receiving an award for best actress
for her performance in a play
about abortion.

Before coming to the United
States, Ngumi was a unit coordi-
nator in the children’s ward of the
Aga Khan University Hospital in
Nairobi, Kenya., She said she
enjoyed her work and had no
complaints. However, transporta-
tion to and from work was diffi-
cult for her. She said it was
smarter to use public transporta-
tion, because personal vehicles
could be bumed, stolen or possi-
bly even stoned.

Ngumi left her 8-year-old
daughter in the care of her parents
while she attending USI. She said
she has daily contact with her fam-
ily. She said her daughter, Tamia
Nyambura, is an outgoing girl

Students from

By KYLE KNIGHT
Special to the Shield

For some students the adjust-
ment of moving hours away from
family and friends can feel daunt-
ing. But moving thousands of
miles away and tackling language
and cultural differences presents
an even more challenging situa-
tion for students.

This year USI’s enrollment
for intermational students reached
|over 100 for the first time. Each
Iyear new students from as far as
China and Nepal make the journey
for various reasons. Some choose
the educational opportunities,
while others simply seek a great
adventure. Whatever their reason,
the jouney presents an arduous
task filled with several hurdles.
“Most students have mom and
dad, but international students
have to deal with government,”
said Timothy Mahoney an instruc-
tor of economics.

Both general and specific
requirements exist to obtain a stu-
dent visa. First, you must present a
clean bill of health and have a law-
abiding background. Next, you
must prove your ability to support
yourself financially while in
America, and prove that you
intend to leave once you have fin-
ished.

! “The United States Citizen-
ship and Immigration Service, or
USCIS, instructs international stu-
dents to take as much evidence as
possible to show that you have ties
{0 your home country.” Such evi-
|dence includes immediate family
living in your country, ownership
of property or a letter from a future
employer. For Paul Rocton, a 20-
year old international student from
France, the whole process took
over nine months and resulted in a
five-to six hour wait for a 20-sec-
ond interview.

who enjoys dancing, reading and
watching cartoons. She said
Nyambura will often wake up
early in the moming to read a
novel. Her brother, David, is
attending a college in Nebraska.
She said she hopes to see him
while she is here.

Ngumi said times are becom-
ing hard for young people in
Kenya. She said there are young
homeless people called “street
kids," and many of them “sniff
glue.”  Ngumi said when the
homeless kids ask her for money
she takes them to a restaurant and
buys them food rather than giving
them cash. She said she would
rather see them eat a meal than
buy glue with her money.

“It’s not about politics, it's
about tribal policies,” Ngumi said.
She said the new generation will
marry people from a different
tribe. She said the govermment
does not want ethnic interaction
between tribes. Since the election
results were released December
30 declaring Mwai Kibaki presi-
dent, more than 1,000 people
have died in violent acts, mostly in
the Nairobi, Rift Valley, Nyanza,

Another important element is
the Test of English as a Foreign
Language, or TOEFL, Each stu-
dent takes a test, comprised of four
sections testing their language
skills. One section even includes a
speaking part where students
answer questions about student
life.

For Rocton, the journey
began once he chase to major in
international business. I took the
exam to start a political sciences
school but failed,” he said. “That’s
when I decided quite randomly to

Western and Coast provinces of
Kenya.

It was difficult to make it to
the United States because most of
the offices, including the travel

ing, but does not have the oppor-
tunity now that she is living in the
dorm, She also enjoys dancing,
socializing and babies.

She said she is enjoying her

‘It's not about politics, it’s about tribal

policies.’

- Grace Ngumi

occupational therapy major

agencies, were closed. Ngumi had
to use contacts at the airport in
order to obtain tickets for a flight.
She said by using the contacts her
ticket cost twice what it would
have normally.

Heidi Gregori-Gahan, direc-
tor of international programs and
services at USI, said she expected
Ngumi to be shy and timid, based
on conversations she had with
Ngumi’s brother, David, prior to
Ngumi’s arrival. Gregori-Gahan
said Ngumi is a confident mature
woman that seems to be doing
well at USL

Ngumi said she enjoys cook-

aroun

degrees in three cycles. The first
year or cycle students attend
school and must complete 120
ECTS or European Credit Trans-
fer System for a Diploma d’Etude
Universitaire General. Paul com-
pleted his DEUG, which no longer
exists as of the 2007-2008 aca-
demic year. After the first year, the
student completes the une licence
degree consisting of 180 ECTS,
which leads to 300 ECTS for a un
master.

Each class you take belongs
to “un bloc™ or a group of classes.

‘This process is really complicated and
may vary fromone collége to another
and from one country to another.”

- Paul Rocton

international student

start a foreign languages and inter-
national business degree, Probably
one of my best random choices.”

Rocton came to the United
States after studying in Rennes
France for over two years. His
major strongly recommends
studying abroad which led to
studying in the states. Under the
European Union the education
systems for several countries have
changed and will continue to
change. The reason for the current
changes, involves the ERASMUC
exchange program. The program
allows students from any country
within the EU to go abroad for a
semester or two. “Each country
that belongs to the EU slowly
changes its national system so a
student could theoretically com-
plete a degree attending two or
three different colleges within the
EU,” Rocton said.

In France, the schools award

The group falls into three cate-
gories, the UEF, UEM or UEL,
and each of these counts for a
semester grade, and you can only
fail in one. If you fail in more than
two you can go on to your second
year, but you must retake the
exams. “This process is really
complicated and may vary from
one college to another and from
one country to another,” said Roc-
ton.

While here, Rocton hopes to
earn 60 ECTS. Since the credit
systems differ, Rocton had to sign
an education contract on a one-on-
one basis to count for his degree.
Once Rocton returns, a jury com-
posed of instructors will judge his
grades to decide whether the year
he spent in the United States meets
the expectations they have of the
average student in France. “I took
as a personal goal only getting As
and Bs but it's not going to

Graduating soon222

MNeced to get rid of
furniture or books 2

Use The Shiecld
Classified Ads

to sell your
stuff ¥

$15 for 15 words

and 10< for each
word over 15.

E-mail shieldads@gmail.com
or call 464-1870 for more information!

time at USL. She said she has time
to read now. In Kenya, she would
2o to work and return home but
did not have time to read. Ngumi
said Gregori-Gahan has been a
great influence on her during her
time at USI. Ngumi and Gregori-
Gahan e-mailed one another
before her amival to the United
States.

Ngumi said she chose USI
because it offered the program she
wanted, Upon graduation she
would like to retun home and
work with children. She said
occupational therapists are in great
demand in Kenya.

International Student, Grace Ngumi.

Photo courtesy of Grace Ngumi

the world attend USI

improve significantly my existing
French average,” Rocton said.

In France, the range of the
grading scale goes from 0 to 20.
Generally 15 stands as a good , or
even a very good grade. “The
grading (here) is overall easier
even though instructors do not
have the same expectations as in
France,” Rocton said. Often class-
es in French universities only con-
sist of a final exam and no chapter

_ tests or midterms.

In other countries, even more
striking educational differences
exist. More than 22 students from
Saudi Arabia attend USI. One of
the students, 26-year-old

Faisal Aljaizani, came to the
United States to study mechanical
engineering. In Saudi Arabia. to
eam a bachelor’s or master’s you
must have mastered a foreign lan-
guage; otherwise you simply eam
a “diploma” or *high diploma.”
After eaming his high diploma in
a graduating class of 33, Aljaizani
entered the workforce until the
government sent him a letter offer-
ing a scholarship to study abroad.
“After the government sent me the
letter I quit my job because I want-
ed to eam a bachelor’s degree,”
Aljaizani said.

Before coming here, Faisal
received a “high diploma” in engi-
neering after attending a technical
institute for four years. During
secondary school, Aljaizani, like
other Saudi students, had to
choose an education path in either
science, islamic studies or man-
agement studies. “A lot of students
chose science because there are
more options.” Aljaizani said

Education in Saudi Arabia
highlights several special facets.
Islam remains a dominant, influ-
ence and part of the curriculum.
Almost every class emphasizes
the Koran and its application to
each subject. Classes in Arabic

and Islam remain important areas
of study. “Students take lighter
classes focusing on Islam,”
Aljaizani said. The classes on
Islam serve as a break from class-
es in your major. Another impor-
tant distinction is the separation of
men and women. Women only
have 11 colleges to choose from
across the country.

Aljaizani currently takes
classes in the English as Second
Language program at USI. Stu-
dents entering the program must
take a placement test, which
places them in either a first, sec-
ond, or third level. The classes
consist of over 25 hours each
week. and last for an entire Semes-
ter. I am really excited about fin-
ishing my ESLI classes,” Aljaizani
said.

Gwen Gou, an 18-year old
finance major from China, came
for an education but other reasons
as well. “I have always been a lit-
tle bit adventurous and I wanted to
obtain a different experience.”
Gou said.

While in secondary school
Gou attended a private institution,
where like many provinces in
China, she had to chdose between
a sciences based or liberal arts
based curriculum. Students can
choose between physics, chem-
istry and biology in the science
curriculum or history, geography
or political science for the liberal
arts.

Before entering college stu-
dents must take an entrance exam
to determine which schools they
can attend and which major they
can choose. Before the student
receives their score, the province
gives the student a form to list
three choices for & major. Schools
do not hide their cut oft scores sd
students know the obstacles they
face.

Not only does your score fac-

tor into your choice, but the num-
ber of people applying for the
same choice affects your place-
ment as well. Afier the test, a com-
puter system takes your score and
first major choice and matches
them with a school. “Universities
want a set amount and if you don’t
get your first choice then you're
admitted into your second major,”
Gou said. Each year a national
plan sets the quotas for each insti-
tution. Gou chose a finance school
in China as her first choice but
lacked two points to gain admis-
sion. “The scores change dramati-
cally every year, some scores are
so high others avoid and vice
versa,” Gou said

Once international students
enter the classroom, they face
other hurdles. “Some professors
accents are hard tojunderstand, but
there are willing to repeat infor-
mation,” Aljaizani said.

Tim Mahoney, who advises
international student and teaches
economics at USI, has had a lot
experience interacting with stu-
dents. On one occasion, Mahoney
began discussing the building of a
new plant in Greensburg, Ind.
Some of the international students
thought Mahoney meant a green-
house and not a factory. “Lan-
guage can be interpreted in so
many ways,” Mahoney said.

Despite all the hurdles, inter-
national students seek to look at
the result of achieving their chal-
lenging goals. “A couple of years
remaining and I'll be up for some
intellectually and financially
rewarding jobs,” Rocton said.

And some of their biggest
supporters include USI professors
like Mahoney. “The students we
get are conscience, hardworking
and industrious. Each has an inter-
estin the states and a desire to suc-
ceed in a global market.™

.
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Clemens vs. McNamee: who's telling the truth?

WASHINGTON (AP)-Roger
Clemens stuck out his fambus
night arm, the one that eamed 354
major league wins, seven Cy
Young Awards, $160 million, and
pointed in the direction of his
accuser.

Without looking at Brian
McNamee, Clemens told Con-
gress, "I have strong disagree-
ments with what this man says
about me."

Separated by only a few feet at
a wooden witness table Wednes-
day, Clemens and McNamee were
never further apart.

There they sat, the star pitcher
and his former personal trainer,
under oath and facing blistering
questions. For 4? hours, both men
held to their versions of the he-
said, he-said disagreement over
whether McNamee injected
Clemens with steroids and human
growth hormone.

Clemens insisted it never hap-
pened. McNamee insisted it did.

His reputation and Hall of
Fame candidacy potentially at
stake — not to mention the possi-

bility of criminal charges, should
he lie — Clemens said: "I have
never taken steroids or HGH. No
matter what we discuss here today,
I am never going to have my name
restored."

For some members of the
House Committee on Oversight
and Government  Reform,
Clemens' denials rang hollow, par-
ticularly in light of a new account
of his discussion of HGH use,
revealed by his friend and former
teammate Andy Pettitte in a swomn
affidavit.

"It's hard to believe you, sir,"
Rep. Elijah Cummings, D-Md.,
told Clemens. "I hate to say that.
You're one of my heroes. But it's
hard to believe."

Clemens and McNamee, by all
accounts once good friends, rarely

glanced at one another. When

Clemens did tum to his right, it

was with the Rocket's mound

glare. Seated between them was
the day's third witness, Charles

Scheeler, a lawyer who helped

compile the report on drug use in

baseball headed by former Senate
majority leader George Mitchell

"Someone is lying in spectacu-
lar fashion," said Rep. Tom Davis
of Virginia, the nommum s rank-
ing Republican,

Just like their stories, Clemens'
Texas drawl was in strong contrast
to the clipped cadences of
McNamee, a former New York
police officer.

" told the investigators I inject-
ed three people — two of whom |
know confirmed my account,"
McNamee said. "The third is sit-
ting at this table."

Ultimately, the matter could
wind up with the Justice Depart-
ment if prosecutors believe either
man made false statements. The
Justice Department is also review-
ing used needles and bloody gauze
pads McNamee tummed over. His
side says the items contained per-
formance-enhancing drugs and
Clemens' DNA.

"We found conflicts and incon-
sistencies in  Mr. Clemens'
accounts," said Rep. Henry Wax-
man, D-Calif., the committee's
chairman. "During his deposition,
he made statements we know are
untrue."

Eventually, the committee split
largely along party lines, with the
Democrats reserving their most
pointed queries for Clemens, and
the Republicans giving McNamee
a rougher time.

"You're here under oath, and yet
we have lie after lie after lie after
lie," Rep. Dan Burton, R-Ind., told
McNamee.

Rep. Christopher Shays, R-
Conn., repeatedly called

McNamee a "drug dealer.”

One of McNamee's lawyers,
Earl Ward, called it a "public flog-
ging."

Waxman said afterward he had-
n't "reached any conclusions" as to
whether a criminal investigation is
warranted, although several con-
gressmen said a referral from the
committee isn't needed to trigger
one.

The session, held on the same
day pitchers and catchers started
reporting for spring training in
Florida and Arizona, came exactly
two months following the release
of the Mitchell Report

That investigation was prompt-
ed by another hearing on steroids
held by the same committee in the
same wood-paneled room, on
March 17, 2005. That is best
remembered for having tarnished
the reputations of Mark McGwire

who infamously repeated, "I'm
not here to talk about the past" —
and Rafael Palmeiro who
wagged his finger and declared he
never had used steroids, then
failed a drug test months later.

In a reference to that day, Rep.
Mark Souder, R-Ind., cautioned
Clemens and McNamee: "I's bet-
ter not to talk about the past than to
lie about the past."

Wednesday's hearing, which
Waxman indicated would be his
committee's last on the subject,
was prompted by Clemens' vari-
ous and vigorous denials of what
McNamee told Mitchell. The
Mitchell Report was the first pub-
lic accounting of McNamee's alle-
gations that he injected Clemens
with HGH and steroids 16 to 21
times from 1998 to 2001.
McNamee said Wednesday he
now thinks those numbers are too
low.

"They. don't disagree on a
phone call or one meeting," Wax-
man said. "If Mr. McNamee is

lying, he has acted inexcusably
and he has made Mr. Clemens an
innocent victim, If Mr. Clemens
isn't telling the truth, then he is act-
g shamefully and has smeared
Mr. MeNamee, T don't think there
Is anything in between."

Waxman said he considered
calling off the hearing, but said he
was persuaded to go forth by
Clemens' lawyers, an account they
disputed. He also accused
Clemens of possibly trying to
influence statements to the com-
mittee by the pitcher's former
nanny.

Congressmen noted that Pettitte
and another former Yankees team-
mate  of Clemens, Chuck
Knoblauch, both acknowledged
that McNamee was correct when
he said they used performance
enhancers.

At times, Clemens struggled to
find the right words as he was
pressed by lawmakers. Clemens
said Pettitte "misremembers"
things. He  mispronounced
McNamee's name at one point.
Toward the end, Clemens raised
his voice to interrupt Waxman's
closing remarks, The chairman
pounded his gavel and said,
"Excuse me, but this is not your
time to argue with me,"

It seemed clear early the com-
mittee would not treat Clemens
with kid gloves, despite face-to-
face meetings he did with repre-
sentatives in recent days — some-
times posing for photos or signing
autographs for staff members. /

There was one wide-eyed fan
moment, when Rep. William Clay,
D-Mo., relayed to Clemens that a
colleague "wants to know what
uniform will you wear into the
Hall of Fame?"

When it was over, Clemens
shook hands with Davis, then left
through a back door.

Clemens later told reporters:

Committee says Craig acted ‘improperly’

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
Senate Ethics Committee said
Wednesday that Idaho Sen. Larry
Craig acted improperly in connec-
tion with a men's room sex sting
last year and had brought discred-
it on the Senate.

In a letter to the Republican
senator, the ethics panel said
Craig's attempt to withdraw his
guilty plea after his arrest at a Min-
neapolis airport was an effort to
evade legal consequences of his
own actions.

Craig's actions constitute
"improper conduct which has
reflected discreditably on the Sen-
ate," the letter said.

In an e-mailed statement, Craig
told The Associated Press he dis-
agreed with the ethics panel's
action.

"While I am disappointed and
strongly disagree with the conclu-
sions reached by the Senate Ethics
Committee, from the outset | have

encouraged the committee to act
in a timely fashion and they have
done so. I will continue to serve
the people of Idaho,” he said.

The six members of the com-
mittee — three Democrats and
three Republicans — told Craig
they believed he "committed the
offense to which you pled guilty"
and that "you entered your plea
knowingly, voluntarily and intelli-
gently."

The panel said Craig only tried
to remove his guilty plea after his
attempts to avoid public disclosure
had failed.

"Your claims to the court ... to
the effect that your guilty plea
resulted from improper pressure or
coercion, or that you did not, as a
legal matter, know what you were
doing when you pled guilty do not
appear credible," the letter said

The panel also said Craig
should have received permission
panel before using

from the ethics

was proper, but it said "it is clear
that you never sought the commit-
tee's approval, as required,” to use
the money for legal expenses.

Any future use of campaign
money for legal bills will be seen
as "demonstrating your continuing
disregard of ethics requirements,"
the ethics committee wrote in its
three-page letter.

The panel also admonished
Craig for showing the arresting
officer a business card that identi-
fied him as a U.S. senator. Craig
has been reported to have told the
officer at the time, "What do you
think about that?"

The committee wrote, "You
knew or should have known that a
reasonable person in the position
of the arresting officer could view
your action and statement as an
improper attempt by you to use
your position and status ... to
receive special and favorable treat-
ment."

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif.,
chairwoman of the ethics panel,
declined to comment. A spokes-
woman said the panel's letter of
admonition cannot be appealed.

The ethics panel took no further
action against Craig.

Craig, a three-term Republican,
pleaded guilty to disorderly con-
duct in August after he was
accused of soliciting sex in a bath-
room at the Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport in June.

After the matter became public,
Craig tried to withdraw his plea. A
Judge in Minnesota refused, say-
ing Craig's plea "was accurate,
voluntary and intelligent, and

supported by the evidence." Craig
e

has appealed that ruling to the
Minnesota Court of Appeals.

Senate Republicans demanded
the ethics investigation after news
broke of Craig's conviction last
August. Craig first promised to
resign Sept. 30, then reversed his
decision. He now says he will stay
in office until his term expires in
January.

Craig has said an undercover
police officer misinterpreted his
foot and hand movements as sig-
nals that he wanted sex.

Craig, who lost several GOP
leadership positions on Senate
committees and subcommittees in
the wake of the scandal, has been
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working with Boxer and other
members of the Senate's environ-
ment committee on a global
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signed by Sen. John Comyn, R-
Texas, the panel's vice chairman,
and Sens. Mark Pryor, D-Ark.,
Ken Salazar, D-Colo., Pat
Roberts, R-Kan., and Johnny Isak-
son, R-Ga

wina

A

flat screen TV
&
agirls & boys
bike! Drawing
heid March 1,

2008

campaign funds to pay his legal
bills. Craig, who is not running for
re-election, has spent more than
$213,000 in campaign money for
legal expense and public relations
work in the wake of his arrest and
conviction last summer.

The committee said it had
reached no conclusion about
whether use of campaign funds
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"I'm very thankful and very grate-
ful for this day to come. I'm glad
for the opportunity finally. And,
you know, I hope I get — and 1
know I will have — the opportu-
nity to come here to Washington
again under different terms."

His wife, Debbie, sat in the
front row behind him and listened
as Waxman implicated her in
HGH use, citing statements by
Pettitte. Clemens testified his wife
took HGH once, although accord-
ing to the transcript of last week's
swom deposition, Clemens told
committee lawyers he didn't know
of family members taking HGH.

IRS  Special  Agent Jeff
Novitzky, a key member of the
team prosecuting Barry Bonds,
watched from a second-row seat.
Bonds, baseball's home run king,
was indicted in November on
charges of perjury and obstruction
of justice stemming from his 2003
testimony to a grand jury in which
he denied knowingly using per-
formance-enhancing drugs.

Pettitte, who was excused Mon-
day from testifying, said in a state-
ment to the committee that
Clemens told him nearly 10 years
ago that he used HGH. Waxman
read from affidavits by Pettitte and

his wife, Laura, supporting the
accusations.

"Andy Pettitte is my friend. He
was my friend before this. He will
be my friend after this and again, |
think Andy has misheard,"
Clemens said. "I think he misre-
members."

In his deposition, Pettitte also
said that in 2003 or 2004,
McNamee told him Clemens had
used steroids. Committee lawyers
asked Pettitte how he decided
what to say, given that he was
caught  between  conflicting
accounts from two friends.

"I'have to live with myself. And
one day, I have to give an account
to God — and not to nobody else

- of what I've done in my life,"
Pettitte replied. "And that's why
I've said and shared the stuff with
yall that I've shared with yall
today that 1 wouldn't like to
share with y'all."

Portions of that transcript and
others were shown on flat-panel
TVs on walls in the room. It was
Jarring in black and white,
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Large 2-Topping Pizza §
PLUS YOUR CHOICE OF 8-PIECE '
Breadsticks, Cinna Stix* or Cheesy Bread I

1| EEA

Coupon Code #129

Addtonal Toppings only 4125 sach
Add 81 for Desp Dish Crust. Expires 6/30/08 l

3 PIZZA
DEAL
3 or more MEDIUM
1-Topping Pizzas

$5§m5meach

Coupon Code #555

Additional Topplngs only 11.00 sach per plaza.
Deep Dish §1 axira per puza. Expires 8/30/08

T

4-----------

o e

Breadsticks, Cinna Stix” or Cheesy Bread

@ 3 PIZZA

W. Evansville & USI Campus

812-424-1333

A21N. Saint Joseph Ave.
= e

(Big Fantastic Deal)

LARGE PIZZA
with Unlimited Iopplngs'

1022

Coupon Code #9122

*No Double Portions.
Explres §/30/08

2PIZIA
& STIX
2 Medium 2-Topping Pizzas

PLUS YOUR CHOICE OF 8-PIECE

152

Coupon Code #132

Addiiona Toppings oty 100 aech pa lza
Doop Dish 41 axtra por plzza. Expires 6/30/08

3 or more lARGE
1-Topping Pizzas

57_77 each

plus tax

Coupon Code #777

Additional Toppings only 11.28 each per plzza.
Doap Dish 51 axtra per pizza Expires 630/08
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