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Distinguished Scholar lecture 
Dr. S. Ravi Rajan. associate professor of env ironmenta l studies at 

the University or Ca li forn ia-Sama Cruz, will present the 2006-07 
Co llege of Liberal Arts Distinguished Scholar Lecture, "Sustenance. 
Security, and Suffrage: A Perspective on Environmental Justice," at 7 
p.m. /vlonday. February 19, 2007. in Mitche ll Aud itor ium in the H ea lth 
Professions Cen ter. 

A humanist and social scientist, Rajan is the author or Modernizing 
Nature: Forestry and Imperial Eco-Development 1800-1950 (Oxford 
University Press, 2006), numerous scholarly articles, and periodic essays 
fo r the popu lar news media; se rved as the president of t he board of direc
tors or Pesticide Action Network, North America (PANNA); and co
founded the Bhopal Group for Information and Action. 

His research focuses on environmental issues in governance, corpo
rate responsibility, globali za tion, entrepreneurship, technology cho ice. 
and risk and disaster management. 

T he lecture will draw upon Rajan ·s research for a book to be entitled. 
Sustenance, Security and Suffrage: Tlie T heme of Justice i11 Environmemal 
TlrouglH . 

"In esse nce, it argues that what distinguishes the environmentalism 
or the amuent from that of the poor is the latter's emphas is on the impor
tance. for life. or human dign ity and fairness, of access to good environ
ments . and a concom itant remova l of bad environments, .. Rajan wrote of 
his work. 

"The talk goes on to undertake a political theoretical discussion or 
the centra li ty of environmental cond itions for quality or life. justice. and 
fai rness. In doing so, it also examines the challenges posed to classica l 
theories of democracy and citizenship by new and emerging techno
political hybrids." 

For more information, ca ll the Sociology Department at 812/461 -
5264. 

Townsend's book published 
The Ohio River trave ls past quaint river towns. thriving cities, and 

beautiful countrys ide on its 302 mile j ourney along Indiana 's southern 
border. 

lndiana's history and ear ly settlement began a long the Ohio River 
and includes prehistoric Native A merican sites, 400 million yea r o ld 
Devonian fossil beds, t he si te where Lewis and C lark l'i rst mer on the 
Corps of Discovery voyage. and Indiana 's l'irst slate capi tal. 

All the more reason, then, for a book of' historic photographs chron
icling life, in those O hio Rive r towns, and what a be tter home for the 
aut hor than Evansvi lle, one of those same river communities. 

Indiana 's Ohio River Scenic Byway, a new book by Leslie Townsend, 
assistant director of Historic Southern Indiana . fits the bill on both 
counts. The book is the latest in Arcadia Publish ing's "Images of 
A merica" series, photograph-heavy books which focus on local histories 
in a wide vari ety of locales. 

Townsend is the current secre tary and has served on the board of 
directors for the O hio River Scenic Byway, a national scenic byway. since 

1997. She provides administrative assistance for the byway through her 
work with USJ's outreach program , Historic Southern Indiana. 

Townsend works closely with local and reg iona l history groups of 
southern Indiana. She coordinates workshops for teachers, helps pro
mote historic sites and other cultural heritage programs. and works close
ly with the O hio River Scenic Byway, Indiana 's Historic Pathways. and 
India na Scenic Byway. 

Townsend is a US! graduate with a bachelor's degree in history and 
soc iology, and is pursui ng a Maste r of A rts in Liberal Stud ies degree. She 
resides in Evansvilie with her husband Jon and two sons, Etha n and 
C hristian. 

.. Resea rching this book allowed me to trave l and visit some or the 
most beautiful spots in southern Indiana and to meet many spec ial peo
ple who assisted me a long the way," Townsend sa id. "It was fun going 
through old boxes or fil es of photographs look ing for those spec ial gems 
that I knew would help te ll the story well. '. 

Townsend combed through thousands of old photographs to find 
those that fill the pages of the book. It is divided into four chapters that 
include pictures deta iling the river towns' h istoric. natural , recreationa l, 
and scenic highlights. 

Evansv ille and Newburgh receive prominent play in Townsend's 
book . but she found photographs or just about every settlement on the 
river to display in its pages. 

With help from the staff a t Wi llard Library and t.he USI Arch ives, 
Townsend secured dozens or interesting shots of the 1937 fl ood, t he 
Evansville sh ipya rds. and the bitll'r winter or 1918 when t.hr river froze. 
allowing folks to wa lk from one bank to the other across the ice. 

"My boss, Dr. Darrel Bigham, has written severa l L>ooks for Arcadi,1 
and I was always interes ted in the format and research he clid." Townsend 
said in explain ing her motivation to do the book. "I work extensively 
with the Ohio River Scenic Byway. a national scen ic byway. and though t 
it wou ld make an excellenr subject. Each commu ni ty could have a book 
on its own. but togethe r they make a compelling story of the byway. 

"] spent several weeks traveling to al l of the cities and towns a long 
the O hi o River and v isited libraries, museu ms. and historical societies." 
Townsend thought the subj ect matter would be enjoyable for everyone 
and not just history buffs. 

''I think it is interesting to look at larger issues, such as the flood of 
1937, World War II, river commerce, etc. and see how each impacted 
communities along the Ohio Rive r. " she said. "While each communi ty 
had its own challenges or problems, there were defini te ly similarities 
between them. 

"On a more lighthearted note. it is in terest.ing to see some of the 
recreational aspects that are so important. for the byway and how they 
have played a part in people's lives for years. Things like fishing and boat
ing have a lways been important in the lives of the people who live there. 
just as they are to the people who visit the area ... 

Townsend had some advice for other asp iring authors. 

"Pick a subject that in terests you, be patient and don't be afra id to 
get your hands dirty," she said . "I have worked with the Oh io River 
Scenic Byway fo r many years and knew much about the towns ;ilong the 
byway. I was definitely interested to learn more. It is a long. involved 



process and you must be patient." 

Townsend hopes her book will leave a lasting impression. 

"I hope this book will interest visitors to the Ohio River Scenic 
Byway and give them a brief history of this special part or Indiana," she 
said. "It will help them understand the communities and the landscape 
from how it was in the past and how it appears today. I also hope it is of 
interest to people who live in these communities so they can see a piece 
of their history and how it connects to others along the Ohio River. 

Townsend will have a book-signing at Barnes and Noble Booksellers 
at 2 p.rn. Saturday, March 3. 

lndiana 's Ohio River Scenic Byway is available at area bookstores, 
ind epe ndent reta ilers, and onlinc retailers . or through Arcadia 
Publishing at 888/313-2665. 

''No arms, no legs - no handicaps" 
A _joint meeting or the local afTiliaLPs or American Society for 

Quality. National Association or Purchasing Management, and .A PTCS: 
the Educational Society ror Resource Management will meet at USJ at 6 
p.m. Tuesday, February 13. 

Students are invited to arrend the dinner and a presentation by 
motivational speaker Brett Eastburn. 

Eastburn was born with a congenit al birth defect known as 
Quadmembral Limbs Deficiency. He has no arms or legs. bm believes you 
are handicapped only if you allow yourself to be. He considers his body a 
gift Lo be used to inspire others to be tlw bPsl they can be. 

Throughout high school, the native Hoosier excelled at all types of 
sports, including basketball. baseball . swimming. and martial arts. He 
placed fourth in a national wrestling compPrition. He also is nationally 
recognized for his drawings and paintings. 

A professional speaker since 1990, Eastburn has captivated audiences 
the world over with his inspirational story. 

Registration for the event begins at 6 p.rn. in Carter Hall D in the 
University Center. 

Students are welcome to attend the dinner and presentation for $ l 0. 
or the presentation alone for free . 

For more information, contact Charmaine McDowell at 812/464-
1816. 

USI is sponsor of Human Rights Film Festival 
USl, the Evansville Vanderburgh Public Librrny. and the Committee 

to Promote Respect in Schools (CYPRESS) have partnered to bring a 
Human Rights Film Festival to the community. 

Heidi Gregori-Gahan, director of UST International Programs and 
Services. is the University representative for CYPRESS, an organization 
which strives to promote respect through diversity. '"T'he Human Rights 
Film Series is a new program and we hope it can be an annual event ," she 
said. "I t has been a nice collaborative effort among CYPRESS, Central 
Library, and US!." 

Four films all documentaries dealing with human rights issues - will 
be presented from February to May. Each title will be shown twice: at 2 
p.m. on a Saturday in Central Library's Browning Events Room. and at 7 
p.m. the following Tuesday in UST's Mitchell Auditorium in the Health 
Prolcssions Center. 

All the films are subtitled. The first three titles arc part of the 
Human Rights Watch Traveling Film Festival and sponsored by 
CYPRESS. 

Here is the schedule: 

• "Rain in ;i Dry Land ,'. directed by Anne Makepeace (USA/Kenya, 
2006): Two Somali Bantu families leave behind a legacy of slavery in 
Africa and find new homes in urban America. T his film will be shown 

February 3 at Central Library and February 6 at USI. 

• "S-2 1: The Khmer Rouge Killing Machine," directed by Rithy 
Palm (Cambodia/France. 2003): The Cambodian genocide in which 
approximately 1.7 million people lost their lives (21 percer1t of the coun
try's population), was one of the worst human tragedies of the last cen
tury. The Khmer Rouge, headed by Pol Pot , combined extremist ideolo
gy, ethnic animosity, and a disregard for human life to produce murder on 
a massive scale. The film will be shown March 3 at Central Library and 
March 6 at USI. 

• "KZ," directed by Rex Bloomstein (United Kingdom , 2005): Even 
after 60 years, there is much to be explored and shared about the 
Holocaust. "KZ" is a groundbreaking. haunting film that looks at emo
tional repression and confrontation in relation to the Nazi atrocities. 
Bloomstein examines the shadow cast on visitors, tour guides, and local 
residents by Mauthausen, a concentration camp ("KZ" for short) on the 
banks of the Danube . The film will be shown April 7 at Central Library 
and April JO at USI. 

• "Promises, " directed by Justine Shapiro. 13Z Goldberg. and Carlos 
Bolado (USA/Israel, 2001): "Promises" follows the journey of Israeli
American B.Z. Goldberg as he travels to a Palestinian refugee camp and 
to an Israeli settlement in the \Nest Dank. and to the more familiar 
neighborhoods of.Jerusalem where he meets seven Palestinian and Israeli 
children. Though the children live only 20 minutes apart, they exist in 
completely separate worlds; the physical. historical, and emotional obsta
cles between them run deep. The film was shot from 1995-2000. T he 
film will be shown May 5 at Central Libra1y and May 8 at USI. 

A group discussion led by a facilitator will fo llow each film. The first 
month's facilitators are Dr. Daniel Byrne of the University of Evansville 
(Central Library) and USI's own Dr, Joseph Uduehi. 

For more information, contact US! International Programs and 
Services at 812/465-1248. 

Free Abraham Lincoln program offered 
US l's Extended Services will offer a rree program, ., Abraham Lincoln 

on Screen," from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, February 10, in Kleymeyer Hall in 
the Liberal Arts Center. 

Abraham Lincoln is so deeply ingrained in our national conscious
ness that his image can be found practically everywhere in sculptures, 
paintings, posters, dolls, decorative items and on screen, in film and tel
evision productions. HP is the most. frequently portrayed American his
torical figure in the history of film and television. 

Consequently, many people have formed their opinions of him and 
gained their knowledge of him based on these ponrayais. Using film clips 
from various movies and television programs. portrayals or Lincoln will 
be examined both in terms of what they say about. him and what. they say 
about. the t.inws in which they were made. 

The program will be presented by Mike Capps, chief of interpre ta
tion at the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial, and is offered as a pub
lic celebration of Lincoln's birthday. No ree or advance registra tion is 
required. 

For more information , call Exlenclecl Services at 812/46~-1989. 

USI _ in the News: Before Mel, there was 
Aakhus 

By Carla Meekins 

Mel Gibson's movie, "Apocalypto," portrays the decline of the 
Mayan civi lization, but Michael Aakhus· paintings explore its timeless
ness. \:Vhile you may have missed the movie, you can still catch the 
month -long Aakhus exhibit at the Longstreth-Goldberg Art Gallery, 
and sneak a magical peek at the cultural heritage of Mesoamerica. 

/\ geographical and cultural region , Mesoamerica extended from 
southern Mexico into Central America. It was home to some of the most 



complex and advanced cultures of the A mericas, such as the Aztec, the 
Maya and O lmec. T his culture area is one of the planet's six crad les of 
early civilization. But, long before Mel G ibson uttered the words. 
"Yucat:ec dialect," Aakhus was wading through the streams of the 
Lacandon rainforest:, trekking the great avenue at Teotihuacan, and dis
covering ancient papermaking traditions in remorP v illages in the 
fa1stern S ierra Madres. 

You can v iew the artful resul ts of h is extensive 1:ravel at Peg 
Goldberg LongstretJJ 's eponymous, contemporary art gallery, located 
along the industria l area of Taylor Road. far from gallery-packed Fifth 
Avenue. She represents and sells the work of 40 contemporary painters 
and sculptors. Cavernous at 5,000 square feet, the gallery may be off the 
beaten path, but Peg·s art DNA is right on target.judging from the crowd 
anending Aakhus' opening to meet the artist and v iew his work. 

Aakhus was studying physics in college, when he crossed over to pur
sue painting and print rnaking. Now an Associa te Dean 01· the college of 
Liberal A rts at the University of Southern Indiana, in Evansville. Ind .. 
A akhus uses his artistic atoms to create magically realislic and surrealis
tic paintings and prints. 

Like the cinemat ic look of "Apocalypto," Aakhus's work is wild. 
exotic and dark. Juxtaposing earthly and archi tectural elements, Aakhus 
conveys a marve lous otherworldl iness in h is paintings. His vibrant col
ors explode like free radicals across unframed canvases. I-le defies reality 
through disproportionate scaling. In describ ing his unique perspective. 
Aakhus never strays too far from his roots. 

"Physics is a speculative science, based on theories." he said. 
"attempting to establish proofs that lead to duplication of events. But li fe 
is moment to moment, and each moment changes us, never to be dupli
cated again." 

Aakhus' artwork doesn't capture a specific mornerll: in ti111e and 
space: rather, he distorts lime to make it appear absenr, to reflect a shared 
purpose throughou t the ages. 

Vv'alking through the gallery, you can 't miss his art books. Scholars 
translated ancient /\ztec texts. and Aakhus then illustrated thern into 
intaglio prin ts rm1de from etched copper plates, wiped with ye llow, red 
and blue inks. He attains richness in sensmy detai ls that only th is medi 
um can provide. 

Joyce and Peter Forsythe of Dover, N.H. , are Joyc1! clients of t.hc 
Longstret.h-Golclberg gallery. Joyce explained why: "This art is exciting. 
Who wants another picture of fiowers in a vase, or another floral print'/ 
No one remembers that, but when people come in to our home, they're 
always pleasant ly surpriser! by our choicrs. ·· 

Many art pieces in and around the Forsyt.he·s New Hampshire home 
came from the Longstreth gallery. "I t 's a real gem to be rev isited, off the 
beaten path." Peter Forsythe said. "but once you find it, it 's an une"'
pectecl discovery and you keep corning back. 

T he Longstreth-Goldberg Art. Gallery is a t. 5640 Taylor Rel. , off Pine 
Ridge Road. T hey can be con tacted at 514-2773. or www.plgart.com. 

Editor's note: This article first appeared in the Naples (Florida) Sun
Times on January 24, 2007. 

Names in the news 
Esther Barnes has accepted a position as custodial worker with the 

Physical Plant. 

Cha.-les Blane has accepted a position as custodial worker with the 
Physical Plant. 

Julie D'Mellow has accepted a posit.ion as custodial worke r with the 
Physical Plant. 

Terry Evans has accepted a position as custodial worker with the 
Physical Plant. 

Matthew Gregory has accepted a position as assistanL d irec tor of 
judicial affa irs fo r t l1e O ffi ce of Residence Life . He is a 2007 doctoral can-

di elate at: Southern Illino is University wi th a Master of Education degree 
from Western Kentucky U niversity. G regory was fo rmerly employed as a 
police officer at Southern I lli nois University. 

Elena Klueg has accepted a posi tion as custodia l worker with the 
Physical Plant. 

Craig Pearson has accepted a position as instructor in art in the 
College of Liberal A rts. H e holds a doctorate degree from State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. He is a member of Co llege Art 
Association. American Studies Association , A merican Comparative 
Literature Assoc iation . and Society for C inema and Media Studies. 
Pearson was awarded the S igmund Stochl itz Research Grant from the 
U niversity of Connecticut. 

Adam Rust has accepted a position as custod ial worker with the 
Physical Plant. 

In sympathy 
T he University community extends sympathy to Dr. Ronda Priest, 

associate professor of sociology. and Lyndsee Priest, administrative 
assistant in the Office of A dmission. the daughter and granddaughter of 
l-<oberta Wolfe. who died January 26, 2007. in Greeley, Colorado. 

The University communi ty also ext.Pnds syrn pat.hy t:o T im 
Lockiidge, assistant director of Computer Services. whose fat.her, 
Wayne F. Lockiidge, died January 27. 2007, in Evansv ille. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Multiple Myeloma [~esearch at 
Indiana University. 

FYI 
Sweets for your sweetbeart 

Pick up your Valentine's Day good ies at the US] Administrative 
Assistants &. Associa tes' second annual Valen tine's Day bake sale, from 
10 a.m. to I :30 p.m. Wednesday. February 14 in the O rr Center Atrium. 
There will be a variety of baked goods, Valentine's Day cards. and flow
ers available for sale . T he AAA also is taking orders for gift bags of 
Hershey's Hugs and Kisses. Each bag inc ludes a gifl card and sells l'or $2. 
O rders may be placed at www.usi.edu/aaa/orders. For more info rrnar.ion. 
conrnct Kathy Karn-Carmichael at 812/465-1686. 

Scra&&fe for literacy 
The 4rh A nnual Letters for Literacy Scrabble Tournament will be 

held from l to 3 p.m. Saturday, February 13 , in t:he Ivy Tech Student 
Commons. T he event is a fundraiser for T he Literacy Center. Teams of 
up to three people may compete. Scrabble play is limi ted t:o under a 
minute so stra tegy is limited and great word knowledge isn't required. 
Registration is $ 15 per person. The Literacy Cent.er is a non-profi t 
organization that provides free tu toring and support Lo adu lts in the area 
who want to learn to read or improve their read ing levels. Contact The 
Literacy Center by phone at 8 12/429- 1222 or Rayna@litcenter.org. 

Business students offer free tax belp 
'fhrough the Volunteer Income 'Tax Assistance Progra111 (V ITI\) , 

USI student volunteers will provide free tax assistance 0 11 Wednesdays. 
February 7-A pril 11, 2007. In VIT/\ programs. the Internal Revenue 
Service partners wit h national and local organizations to provide tax 
serv ices to individuals with. low-to-moderate income at no cost to the 
taxpayer. T he sessions wi ll be held by appoimrnen t only in Room 2005 
in the O rr Center on the fo llowing Wednesdays: February 7. 14, 2 1. 28; 
March 14. 21. 28; and April ,J and 11. A ppointme nLs will be available at 
4:45 p.m. and (i:30 p.111. For more information and Lo make an appoint
ment, call the C o llege of Business at. 812/464 -1718. 
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