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The staff of the Hi-Lights
yearbook started on a journey that
began before school even started.
They decided that it was their
responsiblity to capture the year in
pictures and words. Those elements
would then be presented in a way that
made the student body look back and
remember this school year.

Now they are done. The pictures
have been taken, the stories have been
written and the pages have been
submitted. Their efforts have been
printed, made permanent with ink and
paper.

This is not an easy task. Trying to
capture everything in a busy school
like Mater Dei is a task that few
would envy. Sometimes, there is just
too much activity.

So too are there sometimes too
many different viewpoints and
interests to cover, but that is a good
thing. One of the strengths of this
school is that we have such a variety
that everyone has something they can
identify with.

There is no way to produce a book
that adequately gives equal attention
toall groups, teams, personalities,
classes, or cliques. But we did make
every effort that this small staff could.

The driving force behind this book
has been Katie Scheller. The
countless hours she has poured into
the yearbook were not just in the
physical production of the pages;
many of those hours were in planning
and researching what makes a
yearbook a keepsake.

And Ashley Alles has made it her
mission in life to read and proofread
and reread every word before it was
printed.

Lam pleased with theirs and the
entire staff’s efforts put forth here. It
was a learning experience, the main
goal of this endeavor, and I believe
that you will enjoy the book as it is.

1tis how we see things and we
hope that it is how you see things too.
- John Wells
Advisor, Hi-Lights
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Above:
Freshman Michael Rhodes
carefully watches as his teacher

lectures the class on important
issues.

Photo by: Paul Mindrup
Left

Sophomores Sarah
Paciorkowskiand Jessica
Grabert trying to understand

the notes given in Chemistry
class.
Photo by: Hannah

Wannemuehler

Left

Senior Tony Reckelhoff raises
his hand to offer his blessing
over the new Eucharistic
Ministers.

Photo by: Allison Probert

Seeing Things

t depends on where we stand

Every school year begins with the end of summer.

We go from comparing tan lines and sharing sandals to
comparing notes and sharing pens. We say good-bye
fo late nights with friends and hello to long nights full of
homework and studying. Early mornings create long
days and sometimes sleepless nights.

Some students see the start of school as coming
back for another great year, while others can’t wait to
go back home and crawl info bed. Nevertheless, the
seats are brushed off, the floors waxed, and the quiet
halls are filled with the noise from people ready for
another year of sports, music, academics, and life.

Each activity requires its own work and preparations,
all equally difficult and worthwhile. At Mater Dei, the
passion we have for each individual endeavor makes
the difference and makes us who we are. We are
Mater Dei, and it is the unique views and different
perspectives we have that give us our edge.

The minute we walk into the building and hear the
chime of the bell, everyone is filled with his or her own
perspectives and views. Opinions are made and set,
and itis up to the school year fo see if they will stay the
same. As the year advances, events are held and
memories are made, but our experiences impact each
person in a different way

This year, the opening Mass set the tone for the entire
year. Father Ken Steckler played his role in “pumping us
up” and helping us start the school year off right. The
feeling of Mater Dei pride was continued with a great
and inspiring speech from graduate Joe Dulin, one of
the few African-American students to graduate from
Mater Dei. He showed us how his Mater Dei education
contributed fo his success in life and made us see that
there is a purpose for the seemingly everlasting
homework and tests

The way we see things changes from person to
person. No one ever has the same perspective, but we
all leave here with the same opportunity of having a
great education. However, itis up to us to see how we
will put our knowledge fo use.

From classes to games, we all have our favorites and
our not so favorites. Itis up to us to make it fun and
learn what we can. The way we see things is what
makes us unique. Everyone has his or her own views
and we try hard to let them be heard at Mater Dei
Often times students see one thing and teachers see
another, but this is The Way We See Things.

Itis the way we see things that breaks up the
monotony of day-to-day classes. The ability to get
something out of things most people would pass on by is
what makes us unique. Itis the different views of the
student body that makes things so interesting and
always keeps us guessing. Everyone has their own
choices and does their own thing, from classes they
take, sports they play, fo the dresses they choose for the
Christmas Dance.

The Way We See Things is who we are as individuals,
but also who we are as a student body. We are who
we are because of our distinctive perspectives, and with
this book, we bring these unique perspectives to the
spotlight.

Katie Scheller 04, Hi-Lights Editor



Principal Williams poses by
the Mary statue at the
front entrance of the

school 1ough she has

been at Mater Dei for only

one year, her impact has

already been great.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

As Ms. Marie Williams stepped into
her new job as Mater Dei’s prinicpal,
she faced many challenges, but also so
many good things that she could work
with.

This is a very rich community,”
Williams said. “We are blessed with so
many gifted people that are hard work-

n;
ing

‘Williams hopes to tap into that pool
of talent and dedication as she makes
plans to move the school forward.

“There is a long history here of stew-
ardship, of people giving to the young
people around here,” Williams said.

To get to her goal, Williams wants
to improve the communication between
these groups to make them more effec-
tive.

“I think that most people would
agree that they want students to grow
and improve,” Williams said. “By fa-
cilitating communication between
groups and individuals, we can get
there.”

Williams is already improving com-
munications, starting with the students.
She is constantly seen in the halls, drop-
ping into classes and wandering around
in the cafeteria, all the while talking to
students.

“They give me strength and ener-
gize me,” Williams admitted.

She has needed that energy as she
has worked to adjust to a new schedule
and pace that her previous job at the
Catholic Center did not have.

Thatenergy will translate into some
good things, building on the good that
she sees already here.

“I see a lot of strength in academ-
ics,” Williams said. *“The students have
the ability to be self-directed. They will
be more apt to become lifelong learn-
s

But the greatest strength she sees
is the spirituality of the students,
I think the students have an au-
tFentic spirituality. There i
sincerity beyond the express
feith.”

Williams has a vision for the future
and she can see the comerstone upon
WRICN 10 bulld that vision.




Thanks for your vision

Above:
Principal Marie Williams takes
time out to pose with the
Mullets, a group of guys who
dressed up to support the cross
country teams.

Photo provided by: Michelle
Krack

Left:

As part of her introduction to
Mater Dei, Father Kenny
Steckler welcomes Mrs.
Williams to the students during
the opening day prayer service.
Photo by: Brittni Herron
Left:

Ms. Williams shows that she’s
not afraid to get her hands dirty
by helping to clean on Campus
Clean-Up Day.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

New Insight

For every student, from seniors to freshmen, all
eyes were on this year to see what new changes
would come as yet another principal fook the reigns
of power. Itis safe to say that the change in leader-
ship was a posiive occurance.

The fears were not unfounded as students re-
tuned. The senior class has had four different
prinicpals over the years, and with each principal
came anew sef of rules, priorities, and persondalities.
But now we possess a principal who has ideas and
perspectives on the way things should be.

Ms. Marie Williams has taken a role many people
would be scared, if not terrified, fo face. Knowing the
situation very well and understanding that the
principal’s position here has been in flux for years,
she gladly accepted the challenge. We have never
needed a sfrong and able leader as much as we
do now. With the past several years of changing
authorities and views, many things were out of whack.
Many of the rules and regulations of a school were
not being met.

Wiliams has not only tackled the challenge of
being a principal, but she has also set her sights on
correcting things that have been overlooked for
years. However, her biggest strength is her determi-
nation; moving forward without altering her vision of
what Mater Dei can become. Sure, she has had to
face some opposition, but she has not shied away
from it and is wiling to work to compromise on a
decision.

Her first concem was the budget and financial
security of the school. Over time it has been ne-
glected and problems ignored; Wiliams refuses to
continue that frend.

Another major concern of Williams' was the aca-
demic standards of the school. By examining the
schedule and number of instructional minutes, she
found that we were lacking and that something had
to be done. As painful as it was to some students
and as disruptive as it was fo homework, senior out-
to-lunch and activity meetings, a new schedule was
developed and implemented.

But no matter what plans she has pursued, she
has kept the most important group involved: the
sfudents. She has made every attempt to commu-
nicate the reasons behind her moves to the students.
She has been available and accessible for the stu-
dents and she is often seen wandering the halls,
stopping to talk with students as she meets them.
When students have questions, she is open and
ready fo answer those concerns.

Wiliams wants to get Mater Dei back on track.
She wants the school fo regain its tradition of excel-
lence that has been sliding in the eyes of the public
for the past few years. By involving the teachers,
parents and, most importantly, the students, she will
getthere.

So for her vision and committment fo Mater Dei,
we dedicate this book to her. The way she sees
things is exactly what we are looking for.

Katie Scheller '04, Hi-Lights Editor






How do we see things?

It really depends on who you are.

Mater Dei is made up of almost 600 different faces,
likes, talents, wishes and fears. And those show all
the time, whether we are in class or just hanging out
at Golfmore. We just can't help it; we can't hide it.
But should we hide who we are?
Certainly not.

We have so much to give to the world and we plan
on doing it. We will soon be the leaders, doctors and
teachers, but we will not copy those that have come
before us. You will see.

So get ready world and watch out; here we come.

We are MD




It Aint Write

From the skilled faculty to the
unique assignments, students have
come to love the many English
classes offered, from freshman En-
glish to senior Advanced Placement.

Fiffeen-year faculty member and
sophomore English teacher Mrs. Shea
Reneer has always loved English.

"It was my favorite class in high
school,” Reneer says.

Teaching English was a match for
Reneer, whose father was also a
teacher, but she hadn't always
planned on teaching English.

“| switched maiors in college when
one of my teachers asked me to con-
sider becoming a teacher,” Reneer
says

It is a good thing she did. From
wiiting essays to creating Greek gods
projects, Reneer's ability to work with
the students shines through.

“llike working with kids and getting
to know them. That's why | like En-
glish,” says Reneer.

For freshman English teacher Mr.

Adler, Jenna
Bartek, Jordan
Bigge, Alexandria
Bittner, Zachary
Boots, Hannah

Born, Jennifer
Brandenstein, Cody
Bush, Jesse
Buskavitz, Rachel
Butts, Adam

Cardin, Gregory
Carr, Cory
Cervone, Michael
Collignon, lan
Dewig, Nicholas

Dewit, Christopher
Dickinson, Taylor
Douglas, Kyle
Echele, Alexander
Eickhoff, Mitchell

Chris Drew, having an effect on stu-
dents is the best part of teaching.

"My favorite part is when the stu-
dents actually see how something
that a teacher tells them is interesting
and important; when | can see their
wheels turning,” Drew says.

Teachers are not alone in their love
of English, however. Many Mater Dei
students find English pleasing

Junior Natalie Schmitt, a student
of Mr. Dan Becker, is one student who
shares in the teachers’ love of English.

"I really love to read. | like to use
good grammar because | can't
stand it when people don't use good
grammar,” Schmitt says.

True, most English classes are re-
quired, but the teachers make them
some of the more pleasant and edu-
cational classes offered at Mater Dei
With its unique assignments and in-
volved faculty, group projects and
poetry, Mater Dei students find En-
glish class exciting.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Ms. Rose Rogge overlooks
freshman Ryan Musgrave’s
assignment in freshman English
Not only does Rogge teach the
basics of English but the basics of
being a Mater Dei student.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Junior Greg Ambrose receives the
weekly vocabulary word list from
Mr. Dan Becker. However, the
weekly quiz comprises only a
small part of the class, which also
focuses on the basics of grammar,
poetry, and American literature
Photo by: Katie Scheller




Alex Bigge is taking a hard hit during her game against
Reitz. Bigge plays on the North team with other students

from Mater Dei such as Sophomore Riley Moore.
Brothers Tim and Brandon Miller play on Reitz’s team.
Photo by: Shanna Bush

Skates, shin guards, hockey socks,
lbow pads, shoulder pads, gloves,
helmet, and a face mask shelter a
four foot eleven and ninety-six pound

ly. . .a female body. Mater Dei
reshman Alex Bigge broke the com-
on gender boundaries when she
look up the male sport ice hockey.
As a young girl, Bigge didn't al-
ways dream of playing ice hockey.
he only recently took up the some-
hat dangerous sport within the past
lew years.

“This is my third year playing ice
hockey,” Bigge says

Athletes take up sports for different
reasons, some because of family fra-
dition or the insfinctive love of the

game. Bigge had a different inspi-
ration fo play ice hockey, however.
“One day my little brother came
home and couldn't shut up about
his new sport. Solgotinto it because
Iwanted to show him up,” Bigge says.
Nevertheless, Bigge's gratification
in showing up her brother did ulti-
mately tum into a love of the game.
"l loved ice hockey so much that |
just kept playing,” says Bigge.
Bigge. who plays on an all male
ice hockey team, found it fairy simple
1o join the team.
“There really isn't any trying out for
HS and JV teams. You are evalu-
ated and then placed on a team
with other people,” Bigge explains.

kating on the Edge

The hockey team, unfortunately,
only practices at Swonder's ice rink
once aweek.

“"We usually practice for an hour,”
Bigge says. But they make the most
of their time together.

To any spectator, it is obvious that
playing ice hockey can be danger-
ous. Itis easy fo see how players can
be injured.

“"Mostly I've just had bumps and
some pretty nasty bruises. I've had
my skate toe shattered before and
my knee pad broken,” says Bigge.

Though the actual injuries them-
selves may be painful, Bigge finds
the exposure to injury is what makes
ice hockey so exhilarating.

Elpers, Jonathan
Elsner, Shaun
Emmert, Christopher
Fabiano, Frank
Farny, Jacob

Feldhaus, Alyssa
Fleming, Benjamin
Folz, Matthew
Funke, Mitchell
Gaffney, Mary Ann

Gallo, Derek
Goebel, Mallory
Goebel, Neil
ichary
Goldman, Jeremy

Alex Bigge serves her time in the
penalty box during her game
against Reifz. Bigge was penalized
for tripping an opponet. In the high
school league at Sownders minor
checking and hitting is allowed.
Photo by: Brittni Herron

“The best part of the sport is the
potential risk of injury. It's exciting to
know that at any moment, you might
get crushed by a guy twice your size,”
Bigge says.

Bigge usually gets the same. re-
action from most people when they
leam of her ice hockey skills.

“People are surprised. They find it
hard to believe a 411" 90 pound girl
would play with the guys,” Bigge says.

Ice hockey is definitely a match
for Alex Bigge. Although she may be
much smaller than the rest of her
team, her love of the sport drives her
to play with just as much passion as
the male players.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05



Gries, Ryan
Gwaltney, Emily
Hall, Laura

S

Herron, Sean

Hertel, Kyle

Hill, Jeremy
Hinton, Kyle
Hoefling, Lauren
Horstman, Daniel

Huff, Emily

Hunt, Tyler

Hurm, Samantha
Jarvis, Melissa
Johnson, Matthew

Freshman Sean Herron squats 135
pounds as a warm-up before he
lifts his maximum weight, 180
pounds. Herron competes in
weightlifting competitions and has
placed at national meets.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

Sean Herron works his abs at the Pit with a machine that

Lifting Spirits

Many freshmen enter high school
in hopes of discovering their niche.
However, freshman Sean Herron
found his niche two years before his
first day of high school

Herron first became involved with
power liffing to enhance his strength
training for wresting. Herron has been
wrestling since kindergarten and has
been power lifting for over two years

"My coach, Mr. Conners, starfed
fraining me and before | knew it, he
had me power lifting.”

Powerlifting is comprised of three
components: squat, bench press,
and deadiift. All are scored individu-
ally and added to make up the
individual's fofal score. Power lifters

are categorized by sex, age, and
weight,

"A power lifter has three tries to lift
the weight he chooses. Most people
lift a lighter weight at first and keep
adding weight to the next fo lift. To
win your weight division, you have to
lift more weight than the other person
does. You take the heaviest weight
that you lifted in the three fries and
the heaviest lift wins. That goes for
squat, bench, and deadiift,” Herron
says.

Despite the benefits liffing has had
on Herron's wrestling skills, power lift-
ing has a definite goal of its own.

“The purpose of power lifting Is to
see how sfrong you are. It is a sport

helps strengthen and build up the abdominal muscles.
Herron works out at the Pit under Mr. Dick Conners’
supervision twice a week.
Photo by: Brittni Herron
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about strength,” Herron says.

Herron competes in national
meets and proves he has the
strength fo outiift his competitors.

"My first meet was a couple weeks
ago and | placed second in the na-
fion because it was a national meet,”
Herron says. The meet took place in
St. Louis, Missouri

Herron works out at the Pit and
practices his power lifting two times a
week o prepare for his competitions.
He also has to watch his weight so
that he can make weight, similar to
wrestling.

*I don't know what the heaviest
weight | can do Is, but | work out with,
for squat, around 180. | deadlift

around 245 and | bench around
120," Herron says.

Overall, Herron thinks that power
lifting is a blast. He also believes that
what he attains from it is valuable in
more ways than one.

“Power lifting has been very suc-
cessful for me because | have got-
ten a lot stronger from working out. It
has taken years to build muscle and
getwhere | am, but it has been worth
every minute of it.”

Through his hard work and dedi-
cation over the course of his power
lifting training, Herron has accom-
plished what most athletes only
dream of.

Susan Muensterman ‘05



Freshman Chris DeWitt listens
while Mrs. Jewell Joffrey critiques
his collage. DeWittis an Art |
student and enjoys improving his
artistic talent

Staff Photo

Mr. Dominic Thompson helps tune
senior Christina Ward's clarinet
before the band's pep assembly.
The band performed for the entire
student body before competing at
regionals, which they advanced to
for the first time in four years.
Photo by: Meghan Berneking

Express Yourself

One may consider English or
Mathematics some of the most im:
portant classes to take during the
high school years, but the need for
students to express themselves
through artistic methods is equally as
important as these core classes.

Art classes are becoming increas
ingly popular and students as well
as teachers enjoy the classes.

Art class is kind of like a freedom
It's not like your regular classes that
you are required to take,” junior Molly
Couture says.

Art is a long process, requiring an
investment of time as well as talent

Ilike it when | see a student fake a
raw idea and develop that idea and
fight it to the finish,” art and drafting
teacher Roger Sills says. "I enjoy
watching the students end up with a
really neat finished project.”

Besides putting a student's talents
info a visual form, the fine arts de:
partment also teaches students to
express themselves musically.

Band is becoming a new favorite
among many students at Mater Dei
and builds upon a love of music that
many have developed

Junior Melissa Elpers, who partici-
pates in pep, concert, and march-
ing band, has been playing since
grade school

| have been playing alto saxo-
phone since fifth grade, tenor saxo-
phone since sophomore year, and
soprano saxophone since this year,”
Elpers says.

The fine arts department isn'ta new
department, but some of their offer-
ing are, including theatre classes.

Junior Briftany Erkman, who this
year is taking her second theatre
class, enjoys all aspects of the class.

I'm glad that | have the opportu-
nity to leamn and progress as an ac-
fress,” Erkman says.

Learning to express yourself is the
key to making those “core classes”
more meaningful.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Julian, Ryan
Kelley, Michelle
Kemper, Amber
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Lewis, Samuel
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Lutz, Donald
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Matt, Andrew
Mcdaniel, Adam
Miller, Katelyn



Musgrave, Ryan
Niemesier, Lauren
Niemeier, Ryan
Nix, Chad
Norris, Danielle

Padavic, Melissa
Parkinson Ill, Gerald
Peak, Jessica
Petitiean, Emilee
Phelps, Jordan

Pigman, Brian
Pohlman, Peter
Price, Matthew
Raben, Samuel

Rausch, Courtney

Reising, Jewel
Rhodes, Michael
Rice, Zachary
Riggs, Mackenzie
Ritter, Danielle

Foreign Affairs

The foreign language depart-
ment at Mater Dei is the craziest de-
partment of all the departments.
Though Spanish and German are the
only alternate languages that Mater
Dei offers, many students flock to
them just to try something new. In
tum, itis the teachers’ efforts that make
foreign language classes so appeal-
ing to so many students.

"l love teaching and | always
have,” says first, second and fourth
year Spanish teacher Mrs, Judy
Berberich. “There is nothing like frying
fo get across something that is diffi-
cult and all of a sudden the student
says ‘ah | get it now.”

Not only do students enjoy learn-
ing in class, but they experience the
culture out of the classroom as well
Biennial trips to Germany over spring
break with German teacher Mr. Steve
Rode and lots of food are keys to
learning the culture.

In past years | have taken stu
dents to El Charo or other Spanish
restaurants,” says Berberich

But everyone remembers the fies:

tas that fill the halls with scents of salsa
and tacos.

So, what actually goes on during
the learning portion of a typical for-
eign language class?

"I basically teach them how to
speak in German,” says Rode, the
lone German teacher. " | fry fo instill
conversational skills. My goal is for stu-
dents o carmy on conversations.”

To lean these skills, the teachers
use a variety of techniques, includ-
ing the “fly swatter’ game.

"I like to use a variety of ap-
proaches in order o enable the stu-
dents fo leamn,” says Berberich. “Stu-
dents especially seem to leam quickly
with the fly swatter game and have
fun with it.”

Even though they are a lot of fun
and quite tasty, the foreign lan-
guage classes are a great way to
prepare for college and the world
outside Mater Dei. The language skills
faught by the foreign language de-
partment will aid Mater Dei students
for miles and miles

Shanna Bush ‘04

Ms. Joan Vickery explains a
Spanish lesson for her Spanish IIl
class. The class appreciates Ms.
Vickery’s efforts to enliven the
class. Every Spanish student looks
forward to the fiesta at the end of
the year.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Students of Mrs. Judy Berberich’s
Spanish I class play the famous “fly
swatter” game, an enjoyable
appraoch fo studying, fo review for
their upcoming tests.

Photo by: Katie Scheller




Creativity is expressed in many dif-
“erent ways, some are good and
some are disastrous. There is every-
thing from an individual piercing,
actions, clothing, and body art to the
w~ay they hamess their energy. Some
2eople spend time hanging out with
fiends, sports, and clubs, while oth-
2rs find things to do at home to keep
“hem entertained. There are several
oeople at Mater Dei who have found
scrapbooking as a positive way to
spend some of their spare time and
-0 show off their creativity.

*| think scrapbooks are more per-
sonal then picture albums,” says se-
nior Jeanna Butler.

Ascrapbook is a collection of pho-

tos and personal mementos that one
chooses to save. It has evolved over
the years and has become a very
popular hobby.

" I like to go to Hobby Lobby be-
cause they have a large selection of
scrapbook stuff,” says senior Jill
Merkel

There are many places to get
scrapbook supplies. There are even
stores dedicated to scrapbooking
and now there are classes too.

" My mom and | took some
scrapbooking classes and they
showed me some different things,”
says freshman Rachel Williams.

With all the different opportunities
to get the required necessities for

Preserving the Memories

making a scrapbook it can really
add up. Especially with all the per-
sonal effects, it really puts a dent in
one's wallet.

“I spent a lot of money on scrap-
books probably because | go a littie
crazy with money,” says Butler. “Itisa
lot of money with all the stickers, pic-
tures you make and have copied,
pens you use, background pages,
and just the little extra things you find
for your pages.”

Making scrapbooks can be very
expensive and addicting, especially
since itis considered allifetime hobby.
Many people get started at a young
age and keep with it. Some people
just fall into it from previous hobbies.

Relaxing on her bedroom floor, senior Shanna Bush cuts
aphoto to paste in one of her four scrapbooks. Bush has
been scrapbooking since eighth grade year to record her
memories from year to year.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

A

"I started it because | love to fake
pictures and | didn't have any where
to put them,” says senior Shanna
Bush. " also like fo do creative things
so | put two and two together.”

Scrapbooking may seem like a lot
of work, but really it's a great deal of
fun.

“Scrapbooking is fun, it gives a
place to pictures and it gives me
something to look at when | get older,”
says Wiliams.

Though the hobby may be fun,
there is work involved. Scrapbooking
is very time consuming and is usually
put together over many months of
hard work.

“How long it takes me to make a
page varies on my mood,” says
Merkel. "It can take up to a half a
hour.”

Katie Scheller '04

Freshman Rachel Williams is hard
atwork pasting pictures to her
scrapbook. Her scrapbook s filled
with memorabilia from her grade
school years at St. Wendel.

Photo by: Katie Scheller
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No Cold Feet

Everyone knows the common
generalizations about freshman
young, scared, and all alike. How-
ever, Mackenzie Riggs is one Greenie
who stands out from the rest of her
freshman class. She is an experi-
enced figure skater and a member
of anice skating team that competes
nationally.

Like many people who are serious
about their sport, Riggs started ice
skating at a very young age.

“I've been skating since | was four,
so it has been about eleven years,”
Riggs says. "My older brother was in
a lot of sports so my mom wanted
me to get started in a sport, foo. |
really liked skating.”

Riggs skates not only out of pas-
sion, but also to keep herself physi-
cally fit.

"I skate mostly because | really like
doing it and because I've gotten
prefty good at if, but also because it
keeps me active,” explains Riggs.
“The only other sport | do is
cheerleading, so | need to do some-

Freshman Mackenzie Riggs lands
asit spin from one of her rountines.
Riggs has been skating for eleven
years and has been co-captain of
her skating team, winning many
awards.

Photo by: Tiffany Floyd
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thing else to keep myself in shape.”

Because of her experience in skat-
ing, Riggs makes the sport look effort-
less and graceful. Buteven with years
of experience, figure skating can still
be challenging.

"l practice about three times a
week for an hour and a half at
Swonder's Ice Rink,” Riggs says.
practice my jumps, spins, and my
programs for competitions.

Practice is not full of just jumping
and spinning. She has to work on the
entire program at a fime.

“The difficult parts for me when |
skate are leamning the footwork for
programs because | have a hard
time remembering it, and leaming

Mackenzie Riggs gracefully glides across the ice as she
practices her program. Riggs skates out of love for the
sport and fo keep herself physically active.

Photo by: Tiffany Floyd

harder jumps like my double loop
and double foe.”

Nonetheless, all the hard work and
practice pays off in competitions.

“Last year my skating team won
three first places at nationals in Chi-
cago,” Riggs clarifes. "My favorite
part of skating is going out of fown for
competitions. |love fraveling to other
cities and hanging out with my friends
on the skating team.”

Not only is Riggs a great team
skater, but she also demonstrates
leadership on the ice.

“Last year | was co-captain of my
skating team and won two awards:
The Jenny Seitzsinger Award, an
award for feam spirt and attitude,

and the Sportsmanship Award, which
was sponsored by the nationals in
Chicago,” Riggs says.

Riggs plans to continue skating for
as long as possible,

“I'm pretty sure 'm going to skate
throughout high school and hope-
fully I'l be able fo skate throughout
college,” Riggs says. “Schools like the
University of Miami and Delaware of-
fer ice skating scholarships and that
would be great o get.”

Although Riggs is only a freshman,
her future already looks bright, and
with her talent and hard work ethic,
she will surely skate her way to great
places.

Jaclyn Muensterman '05




Mr. Joe Dippel observes his
freshman physical education class
as they play basketball. Basketball
is just one of the many team sports
the P.E. classes participate in
throughout the school year.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Mrs. Carolyn Adler calculates her
students’ grades from her physical
education classes. Achieving an
“A”in Mrs. Adler's class is no small
feat.

Photo by: Katie Scheller
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Hit the Showers

Physical fitness is a necessity to
maintain a healthy lifestyle. It's not
easy fo exercise while sitting in a class-
room, but some classes stress the im-
portance of fitness.

“Without a healthy body it is hard
to have a healthy mind,” says Mr. Joe
Dippel, freshman and elective gym
feacher.

The gym classes help fo give stu-
dents an understanding of the im-
portance of exercise and health.

*We teach many lifetime sports
where students will learn some leisure
activities that they will be able to use
as they get older,” explains Dippel.

Gym is mandatory for freshman,
making the classes rather large and
limiting them fo certain activities.

*With large classes we use team
sports so students have to get in-
volved,” explains Mis. Carolyn Adler,
freshman gym teacher. "We'd like fo
put in individual sports, but if's just not
practical with so many students.”

Physical education classes are not
just offered fo freshman, however.
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors all

have options fo take them. The stu-
dents like having a break from the
normal classes and lectures, al-
though students are taught knowl-
edge about specific sports.

“It's a great way to relieve stress,”
exclaims senior Laura Schroeder. It
gives me a break from school.”

Students aren't the only ones that
enjoy athletics. Adler, a longtime
sports fan, knew as a student that be-
ing a gym teacher was her calling.

*I have always enjoyed different
sports and that was my dream to
come back to Mater Dei and teach
P.E..” Adler says.

Dippel agrees, "I have always
been around P.E. and have done it
ever since | can remember.”

The gym classes are sometimes
restriicted due to a lack of resources,
but Dippel and Adler have high
hopes for future classes.

"In the future I'm looking forward to
swimming and aerobic activities,”
Dippel says. "We just need to get the
equipment.”

Katie Scheller ‘04



Faith Matters

Atthough most areas of leaming
at Mater Dei are geared foward aca-
demics, one department ministers to
the spiritual needs of students

“Religion is the foundation of what
the school is about,” says Mr. Scott
Whitehouse, junior/senior religion
teacher. “The religion department
helps fo set the tone and environment
around school.”

Some students enter Mater Dei
without any knowledge of their faith,
so the religion department helps
these students come to know their
faith better

“Our department provides a ve-
hicle through which students can
develop a greater understanding of
their relationship with God and use
that to enhance their everyday lives,”
comments Mr. Dave Wathen, junior
religion teacher.

Religion classes also offer insight
into the history of their faith and the
origins of modern day rituals so that
students know what they are doing
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as well as why.

*| think religion classes are impor-
tant because everyone needs some-
one to believe in,” says senior Liz
Kirsch. “The religion classes have
taught me more about where the
customs in our church come from, so
i's a lot easier to understand them.”

Some classes even analyze scrip-
ture passages so students can re-
late the Bible fo their everyday lives.

“Scripture class basically deals
with the Old Testament and gives stu-
dents a basic background so they
can understand that Christianity is an
extension of Jewish religion,” says
Wathen, who teaches Scripture and
Church History. "It also explains how
students can relate fo it in their lives
today.”

However, the main focus of the
department is fo help students grow
in their relationship with God and give
students a better understanding of
what faith can do for them.

Ashley Alles ‘04

TSNS

Taking a break from the power
point presentations, Mr. Scoft
Whitehouse explains the assign-
ment fo the senior class. Some of
his assignments consist of re-
sponses to the weekly soapbox.
Photo by: Katie Scheller

Freshman religion teacher Mr. John
McMullen diverges from the topic
in his Catholic Traditions class fo
tell a story about the famous Waffle
House in Vincennes where he
grew up

Photo by: Kendra Scheller




Seniors Todd Wannemuehler and Kristin Kissel trick-or-

treat for canned goods with the CTM group. The group
will donate the collected food to a charitable cause.
Photo by: Jenna Schmitt
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The CTM group poses for a quick
picture before heading out to trick-
or-freat for canned goods. Thisis
one of many activities they put
together to help out the community.
Photo by: Jenna Schmitt

Getting to Know the Options

Though Mater Dei is considered a
small school, it's sfill difficult to know
everything that goes on. One such
unheralded group is Christian Teen
Meeting, commonly referred to as
CTM. The CTM group has been meet-
ing for several years. To senior Kyle
Kraft, CTMis summed up in one word:
fun.

"For part of the meeting, itis atime
for people to get together and talk
about current issues taking place in
their lives and to pray. The rest of the
night is just us having fun and eating
food all night long,” says Kraft.

The astounding part about CTM is
its integration in which seniors to fresh-
men are all thrown together in a

healthy Christian environment. The
meetings fake place at senior Philip
Elpers’ house the first Friday of every
month and are led by his mother,
Elaine Elpers. Mrs. Elpers helps lead
the discussions and ease the fension
by her presence.

*The meetings have helped me to
be more assured about what | be-
lieve in,” comments freshman Rachel
Buskavifz. “They have answered a lot
of the questions | had.”

It takes awhile for people to be
accepted into new groups and to
become comfortable in them, espe-
cially for freshmen.

"I was very nervous about going
to CTM because | was unsure about

how it was. | didn't know if it was go-
ing to be fun or if | was going to like
it,” said Buskavifz.

“When | walk down the hallways |
can see more people that | know
from the meetings,” states freshman
Krista Wildeman. It makes me feel
safer because not everyone is
strange to me.”

Attending meetings is not all that
CTM entfails. To get the most out of
the meetings, one has to get in-
volved in the discussions and volun-
teer work. For example, on Hallow-
een students dressed up in costumes
and went trick-or-treating for canned
goods to donate to a food bank here
in Evansville.

Besides helping the community
though, the meetings also help a
person exercise his or her faith.

"I think | have always had a strong
faith, or at least tried to have a strong
faith,” says Kraft. "When 1 go to CTM it
helps me to maintain that strong faith
and also makes it stronger.”

Praying on the weekend may not
sound like a very fun thing to do, but
praying is not the only thing the meet-
ings are. The meetings consist of
games, prizes, food, and all out fun.

“Even if it doesn't seem like the “in”
thing to do, try it anyway,” declares
Wildeman. * You'll discover it doesn't
matter. If you don't like it, that's ok!”

Shanna Bush ‘04
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Sophomore Nathan Meredith helps
afellow student with his forms.
Meredith is a second-degree black
beltin Chun Ji Do.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Hi-yah!

What comes to mind when you
hearthe word “karate?” Jackie Chan
and Shanghai Noor? Mater Dei has
its own set of martial arts wizards in
sophomores Nathan Meredith and
David Leamed. Both have been tak-
ing lessons for several years and are
black belts in their respective forms
of martial arts. Meredith started les-
sons eight years ago and is a sec-
ond-degree black beltin Chun Ji Do,
a branch of martial arts created by
Meredith's feacher, Master Robert
Cutrell

“"Chun Ji Do is actually @ mix of
several different martial arts, includ-
ing Taekwondo, Kempo, Shotokan,
and Julitsu,” Meredith explains. *The

B R

Nathan Meredith warms up before practicing his katas,
combinations of movements arranged in patterns.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Meredith has been involved in karate for eight years, and
his experience allows him to help beginners.

name 'Chun Ji Do’ franslates to ‘The
Universal Way of Enlightenment.”

Learned has been a student of
karate off and on since he was in first
grade.

"l was having trouble in school and
my mom thought karate would help
me," says Leamed. "It faught me how
fo focus and have higher concen-
fration. | stopped faking lessons in
fourth grade after | eamed my black
belf, but a few years ago | was help-
ing my brother with his forms and |
realized how much | missed it. |
started taking lessons again and | am
currently working toward my second-
degree black belt.”

To eam each colored belt or a

degree of a belt, students must per-
form sets of forms, also called katas.

“Katas are combinations of move-
ments arranged in pafterns. Most
katas are self-defense actions,”
Meredith clarifies. "It takes a long
time fo eamn each belt. There are
eleven levels below black, and then
nine degrees of black.”

Both Learned and Meredith com-
pete against other students in several
competitions.

“There are three main types of
competition in martial arts,” Leamned
explains. “Inone, you perform a kata
and you are judged on performance
and technigue. Another is very simi-
lar to the first one, except that you

perform katas using actual weapons.
The third way is sparring, which is
when you use katas against an op-
ponent. You fight' for a certain num-
ber of rounds, eaming points each
time you hit your opponent in certain
areas.”

Being involved in martial arts has
helped both Leamed and Meredith
learn qualities that will serve them
throughout their lives.

“To become good at martial arts,
you must be wiling fo work hard, fo-
cus, and persevere,” says Meredith.
“Since | started studying Chun Ji Do,
I've leamed all these qualiies, plus
how fo defend myself.”

Ashley Alles ‘04



Mr. Robert Schleter experiments
with different chemicals in Chemis-
try class. Schleter's love of science
and sense of humor, as shown by
the Halloween mask he wears,
make this class especially fun
Photo by: Katie Scheller

Mr. Carl Voegel's freshman Biology
class listens as he explains a
lesson. Biology is a worthwhile
class to take, especially for those
considering the medical field
Photo by: Katie Scheller

For Mr. Jeff Jewell, earth science
and biology teacher, science has al
ways been a fascinating subject. But
for some students, science class is
merely a subject they can't escape.
indeed, just a graduation require-
ment. Luckily, Mater Dei has teach
ers that try to make science more
meaningful o those of us who prefer
classes that don't involve dissecting
animals and calculating density.

“Science is fascinating, and I'd like
fo getthat across to my students and
give them a perspective of life and
the world around them that they may
not have thought of before. It makes
you think logically,” Jewell says.

Not only does Jewell teach his stu-
dents to appreciate science, but he
also tries to involve them in his classes.
He would like them to take a more
active role in the leaming process

"I like to see the students taking
more ownership in their class,” says
Jewell. "When they give science a
chance, even though they don't

Bio-hazard

particularly care for it, they may find
it more enjoyable.

Like many other science educa-
fors, Mr. Ron Hickman prefers hands-
on leamning activities as opposed to
lectures. Hickman strives for an ap-
proach that allows him to coach his
students so they become familiar with
the material, yet it simuttaneously al-
lows freedom to leamn about the fop-
ics they want to leam.

| have one thing | want my stu-
dents to do, and that's learmn the pro-
cess of science and use it,” says
Hickman. "When | give them an as-
signment or lab they don't under-
stand, the whole purpose is to get
them to ask me questions,” Hickman
says. "If students ask me questions, |
know exactly what to teach.”

Although Hickman and Jewell
would like their students to fully op-
preciate science as much as them-
selves, they redlize not all students are
cut out for the field of science.

Susan Muensterman ‘05
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The variety of business classes of-
fered at Mater Dei can not only be
useful for students now, but also in
their future careers. These classes not
only include accounting, business
foundations, and business law, but
also marketing and economics.

Many of these classes are more
hands-on and teach students how
torun abusiness in the real world. For
example, the marketing class creates
a business and actudlly sells a prod-
uct around school,

'In terms of the kids, | hope that
they develop a passion for leaming
and they become responsible and
accountable,” says Mrs. Donna
Lefler.

Economics feaches valuable real-
world skills that everyone will use regu-
arly

"In economics class, | cover the
basics,” explains Lefler. "It is not just
about money, itis about choices. All
choices have a “dollar amount” in-
volved. Choices affect everything we
do as people and as a country.
some of the things we do in class are

the stock market game, the mar-
riage game, we wiite checks, bal-
ance a checkbook, do taxes, and
learn about the Fed and government
debt.”

The business teachers have also
ftaken a new approach fo teaching
this year. In addition to covering new
material, Sister Mary Francis is also
using a new testing approach that
she calls pickies.

"l like the students o do all the
work,” explains Sister. | gave my Law
Classes a choice of me lecturing or
them doing most of the work on their
own. They chose the lafter. Also, with
the testing | gave them alist of twenty-
five questions that they study and for
the actual fest, they answer one of
the questions.”

Because the business staff is dedi-
cated o the subjects they are feach-
ing, it is easy for students to become
interested in the classes, Although
business classes may not be for ev-
eryone, the subject matter is.

Jill Merkel '04 and Ashley Alles ‘04

Senior Rayne Bitter receives a hall
pass from Sister Mary Francis
Sister Mary Francis’ Accounting and
Business classes are great for
those interested in pursuing a
career in business

Photo by: Shanna Bush

Mrs. Donna Lefler explains an
Economics paper to senior Jennifer
Cartfer, commonly known as Bob
Mrs. Lefler's Marketing and
Economics projects are well known
throughout Mater Dei

Photo by: Katie Scheller




Country Craze

As country music is becoming
more popular nationally, it is also re-
~eiving more attention from Mater
Jei students. With some of the big
yames in country making concert
tops in Evansville, more and more
students are jumping on the band-
vagon.

“The Toby Keith concert was awe-
some,” says senior Kristina Kayser. "I
new the songs because they are so
>opular and the atmosphere was
Jreat because everyone got info it.”

Country music appeals to a great
wumber of fans with its variety of
sounds and sfyles. Many songs also
ave a special meaning, such as
oby Keith's “The Angry American.”

“The music has a powerful mes-
sage and influences the way people
act,” says junior Amber Ferrari, "l lis-
ten to it because the songs help me
relax, and they are easy to relate fo.”

Songs with patriotic themes have
become more popular due to the
war against terrorism and can serve
as outlets for political feelings. These
songs also bring people together
who normally wouldn't be around
each other.

*| think our country has become
more family oriented since nine-
eleven. That's basically what most
country music is based on,” freshman
Andy Walker says.

For both the artists and the listen-

ers, country music is a way of life be-
cause its lyrics and tunes are easy to
identify with.

“The artists are people you can
relate to and admire. A lot of people
started listening to it, and it has
caught on,” comments junior
Michelle Famey.

County music hasn't always been
so popular, though. Through the
years it has infermingled with other
genres, such as pop and rock, and
evolved into a new genre alfogether.

*I grew up listening to country
music, and I've always loved it,” says
junior Susan Muensterman. It used
to be the ‘not-cool’ thing to listen to,
but | think most people have come

Sophomore Paul Mindrup listens to a country CD to hear
his favorite song. Country music has become more

popular with both guys and girls because of its variety of
artists, styles, and sounds.
Photo by: Joe Butler

around.”

The unigueness of country music
is demonstrated through its one of a
kind artists. Many students are dedi-
cated fans of artists from Martina
McBride to Tim McGraw because of
their distinctive tunes and voices.

"My favorite country song is ‘Don’t
Take the Girl' by Tim McGraw,” com-
ments sophomore Mallory Schenk.
"Of course Tim McGraw is hot, but he
also has a really good voice.”

"Don't Take the Girl’ is the best,”
agrees Famey. It tells a story that's
sad and sweet.”

Although country music has feft its
mark, it will not be fading anytime
soon. The way country has been
growing rapidly is evidence that it
won't be letting up in the near future.
Its lyrics, music, and artists are what
keep county music strong, and the
future holds more to come.

Shanna Bush '04 and

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Sophomore Kelly Muensterman
decides to buy a tractor calendar.
Because of the local interest in
country music, many popular
artists have made concert stopsin
Evansville

Photo by: Paul Mindrup
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A Perfectities

Trap-shooting isn't the sport for the
typical high school student. However,
Shawn Will is far from the typical high
school sophomore.

"l started trap shooting in third
grade and have been doing it for
seven and a half years,” Will says.

Trap-shooting may seem compli-
cated at first, but it is actually very
simple.

*I shoot trap, which is a kind of
shooting using a twelve-gauge shot-
gun. You shoot at disc-shaped tar-
gets that are shot into the air by a
machine called a frap. The (Olym-
pic) Intemational version is basically
the same with faster speeds, more
drastic angles, and varied heights,”
Will explains.

Willfirst acquired an interest in frap-
shooting through his grandpa.

"My grandpa started shooting
long before me, and he took me with
him one time,” Wil says. “He let me
try, and | wasn't very good, but | liked
it so | kept going with him.”

Will is attempting to make trap

Shawn Will aims his rifle as he gets
ready fo shoot at his targets, which
are called traps. Will's grandfather
encouraged him to begin shooting
when he was in the third grade.
Photo by: Susan Muensterman
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shooting a family affair for the Wills.

"My grandpa got me started, and
we managed fo get my mom and
grandma interested, but I'm sfill try-
ing to get my brother and sister inter-
ested t00,” he says.

Because Will enjoys frap-shooting,
he practices any chance he gets.

"l usually practice three nights a
week for two fo three hours. Then |
go to a shoot somewhere on the
weekend. We've been fo Tennessee,
Missouri, llinois, and Ohio, but for In-
ternational, Junior, and Olympic
competition, | compete in Colorado
Springs, Colorado,” Will explains.

Will became a national qualifier
when the National Shooting Sports

Sophomore Shawn Wil prepare to load his rifle at the St.
Wendel ball diamond where he practices his
trapshooting. Willis an accomplished trapshooter has
won numerous awards for his talents.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman

Foundation and the Junior Olympics
Committee sent scouts to state shoots
all over the country. They selected
twenty-five people to interview atf the
natiorials, and from those twenty-five,
they selected fifteen hoepful shoot-
ers to participate in fhe Junior Olym-
pic Development Camp in Colo-
rado. Will was one of the chosen fif-
teen out of thousands.

Will also has received numerous
awards, including both team and in-
dividual fities.

“Everyone wants to be good at
everything they do, whether it's ath-
lefics or academics. It makes me
feel pretty good knowing that | was
one of the fiffeen selected from the

thousands of youth shooters across
the country,” Will says.

Willhas a passion for shooting that
will more than likely follow him
throughout his lifefime.

“There are still people who are
ninety-five-years-old shooting. | plan
on shooting as long as I'm able fo.”

Will's trap-shooting talent not only
makes him unique from other Mater
Dei students, but it also sets him apart
from most other trap-shooters his
age. After all, not many high school
sophomores are national qualifiers at
the Junior Olympics. Maybe some-
day we will be seeing Wil compete
forthe gold at the Summer Olympics.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05




Senior Kevin Tepool sews pants as
a project in Mrs. Larson’s Family
and Consumer Science class.
Larson’s fun and creative projects
include sewing aprons and pillows
as well as pants.

Photo by: Jessica Knight

Mrs. Larson measures the exact
amount of water for arecipe. The
cooking side fo Larson’s classes
are a favorite among most stu-
dents. Freshman hall sure smells
good!

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Although most academic depart-
ments focus on fextbooks and facts,
one section of classes at Mater Dei is
geared towards preparing students
forreal life.

Besides the well-known sewing
and cooking classes, Interior Design,
Child Care, and Clothing and Fash-
ion Design are also offered.

Because each class deals with a
variety of topics, these classes are
definitely not your typical eighty-two
minute classes

"I like fo divide class time info my
time, your time, and our time,” says
Mrs. Becky Larson, the sole teacher of
the department. "llike fo incorporate
as much hands on as | can.”

Many students find Larson’s
classes more enjoyable because
there is so much hands-on work that
they see how it relates to them.

“lfook Intro to Life and Careers last
year and | really enjoyed it," says
sophomore Rachel Schenk, who is
currently taking Fashion Design. "I
decided to take another of Mrs.
Larson's classes because | think know-
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ing how to sew will help me with my
major and also Iater on in life.”

Cooking might not change, but
the role of adults in society does, and
Larson sees that she has fo constantly
change to keep up. Even though
her past projects and assignments
have proved to be successful, Larson
stil has more plans in mind for the
future.

"l would like to incorporate the use
of PowerPoint presentation info the
classroom presentations, update the
equipment in the clothing lab so it
could be more technology compat-
ible, and purchase programs for diet
analysis,” Larson says.

Although the classes themselves
are interesting, sometimes interesting
topics is not enough tfo inspire stu-
dents to enroll. Ateacher passionate
about his or her craft is a great help
in inspiring students to learn.

“| love to cook, sew, plan homes,
and decorate homes,” Larson says.
"l love fo share that knowledge with
young people.”

Jill Merkel ‘04
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Junior twins Matt and Mike
Coughlin study their Spanish lll
homework. The twins look very
much alike, but their personalities
setthem apart.

Photo by: Jill Merkel

Twin juniors Jaclyn and Susan Muensterman study for

of eight classes together.

their Precalculus test together. The twins see a lot of
each other during school day because they have six out

Photo by: Jill Merkel
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In the Twin Zone

The world as a multiple is some-
thing that can only be experienced
through the lives of actual twins and
tiiplets. Twins and friplets share a spe-
cial bond that is ireplaceable and
etemnal.

Proving how much they are alike,
both Muenstermans responded with
almost identical answers when infer-
viewed separately.

“It's fun. There’s always someone
fo do something with or to talk to. It's
like being with your best fiend all day
long. You'e never lonely,” says jun-
for Susan Muensterman.

"Having a twin is great. It's like
having a built-in best friend. | can't
imagine being without her,” says

Jaclyn.

For Mater Dei's own set of triplets,
the Clements’, their relationship
sometimes becomes a little over-
whelming.

"It's like having friends spend the
night, but sometimes you wish the
friends would leave,” says sopho-
more Branden Clements,

Despite the similarities and the
hefty amount of ime they spend to-
gether, all agree that they do enjoy
their own hobbies and have con-
verse inferests.

“You share some hobbies with one
brother and different hobbies with
another. If's nice fo do your own
thing,” says sophomore Calvin

Clements.

No matter how much their infer-
estfs separate them, there will always
remain an everlasting relationship.

“There is always a special bond
between twins because we were
‘womb mates,” says senior Liz Kirsch.

A look inside the Muensterman
twin bond reveals how close they are.

"l read tons of books about first-
hand accounts of twins,” Susan says.
“In almost every story, Jaclyn and |
could relate in some way or another.
It was amazing how accurate every-
thing was.”

Although they may not find it diffi-
cult being twins or friplets, they do
admit it can cause frustration.

“It can be frustrating because you
have to share everything. However, |
think it has more advantages than
disadvantages,” says Calvin,

People confusing their identities is
another primary cause of frustration
for twins or triplets.

“Yes, people get us confused with
each other, but sometimes | respond
to Calvin or Kyle because I'm too lazy
to corect people,” says Branden.

Although twin/friplet life may have
disadvantages, it appears unani
mous that the advantages greatly
outweigh the disadvantages, and
being a multiple isn‘t something
they'd trade.

Jill Merkel '04



Freshman Kyle Hertel solves a
problem on the chalkboard in Mrs
Debra Schorr’s class. Schorr
worked previously as an engineer
and became a teacher through the
Masters Licensure Program

Photo by: Jessica Knight

Sophomores listen as Mrs. Angie
Strehl explains how to solve a
problem to her Geometry class.
Strehlis an0 excellent teacher at
Mater Dei and one of the students
favorite teachers in the Math
Department.
Photo by: Jessica Knight
— ——

The Keith Theorem

Although some say that math is
boring and tedious, every student
must admit that math is one subject
they will continue to use even after
they graduate from Mater Dei. Some-
thing must be right in the math de-
partment because two of the five
teachers in the department gradu-
ated from Mater Dei and have re-
tuned to teach at their alma mater.

“I was taught by Mr. Keith, Mrs
Haton, and Mrs. Thomas,” says Ge-
ometry teacher Mrs. Angie Strehl.

Mr. Rick Keith is a Mater Dei leg-
end and has taught many genera-
tions of alumni

"Math today is prefty much the
same as it was when Mr. Keith taught
me in 1979, comments Algebra
teacher Mrs. Jeanne Thomas. “But
there is more emphasis on how you
can use math in real life. | feach
math because it has always come
easy to me, and it is fun for me.”

Mrs. Debbie Haton has taught
every math teacher at Mater Dei with

the exceptions of Keith and Schorr.
She teaches math because it was
her favorite subject in school. Start-
ing her teaching career at Mater Dei,
Haton has been here ever since:.

"I think it's harder for the students
to come back and work with their ‘ex-
teachers’ than it is for the teachers to
work with their ‘ex-students’ because
of the teacher-student relationships
that are formed. It takes awhile for
the ‘ex-students’ fo get used to call-
ing me by my first name,” says Haton.

Although working with a former
teacher or student may be hard to
adjust fo, the satisfaction and respect
of their former high school creates a
unique relationship.

Haton adds, "Coming back to
teach at your former high school has
its advantages and disadvantages,
but overall the former students have
a sense of pride and ownership
about Mater Dei that you won't find
at other schools.”

By Ashley Alles ‘04
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Mind Games

Although many students believe
that they will never use the facts they
learn during high school, such as the
quadratic formula or the date of the
Baftle of Bull Run, in real life, some
classes at Mater Dei can actually be
related to life after graduation.

" like sociology because it deals
with current issues and not the same
old facts that I've learned since
grade school,” says junior Emily Stute.

This is what sets apart the Social

\ Studies department from the rest of

the academic field. Mr. John Goebel,

i a nine-year teacher at Mater Dei,

teaches in the Social Studies depart-

ment as well as the History depart-

ment. Social Studies basically con-

sists of two classes, Psychology and
Sociology.

“Psychology is the study of the
human mind and behavior,” Goebel
explains. “Sociology is the study of
society, and we talk about social is-
sues.”

Along with his students’ fascina-
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tion of Sociology and Psychology,
Goebel finds the classes appealing
to teach because of the change
each year brings to the lessons.

“Society always changes cultur-
ally and environmentally. Psychol-
ogy always changes in what we know
about human behavior,” Goebel
says

Although Goebel likes teaching
Sociology, his favorite class to teach
is Psychology due to his own inferest
as well as the students’ interest.

“Psychology is more interesting to
teach, and the students seem more
inferested in it, which makes it easier
to teach,” Goebel says.

Though Sociology and Psychol-
ogy are electives, Goebel believes
the classes are important to the de-
velopment of a young person and
will help in life after high school

"Studies show the more well
rounded a person is, the better off
they are,” Goebel says

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Mr. John Goebel grades his
Sociology students’ papers as they
work on their assigned homework.
Students love Goebel's Sociology
class because ofits insightful and
current topics.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman

Junior Beth Cardin listens as Mr.
Goebel explains a test answer
Goebel's sense of humor makes
him a fun, interesting, and chal-
lenging teacher to work with. Most
students enjoy his teaching style.
Photo by: Brittni Herron




Senior Katie Frank sings and plays an orginal song, |

Shouldn’t Be Waiting. This is the first year Katie has
competed in the Fall Festival Talent Show and
impressivley made it fo the final round.

Photo by: Ashley Alles

In the Lime Light

Whether it lies in sports, academ-
ics, or performing arts, people need
to express their talents. This year,
many Mater Dei students fook their
falents to the big stage by perform-
ing at the Fall Festival talent show.
For most of those who participated, it
was a first time experience. Many
had performed previously in other
falent shows and felt that the Fall Fes-
fival presented a great opportunity
fo perform again.

"I've never participated in the Fall
Fesfival talent show, but I've been in
the Mater Dei falent show twice,” says
senior Katie Frank, who sang and
played an original song.

Senior Brian Kuester, a member of

the Stinkin’ Garbage quartet, echoes
Frank's comments. *We had done
several other talent shows, such as
the Birthday Bash talent show down
atthe riverfront, and we decided that
the Fall Festival talent show would be
fun to participate in.”

Erkman agrees that it was the
same situation for her.

“This was my first year at the Fall
Festival, but I've performed at the
(Vanderburgh County) Fair and the
Riverfest. | also went to Nashville to
‘compete’ last year.”

The Fall Festival not only presents
everyone with a chance to be heard
but the fan support is amazing.

"As we performed, it was very ex-

citing to be in front of so many
people,” says Kuester. “Many people
came out which made the Fall Festi-
val performance the most fun.”

Others agree that nothing com-
pares to the Fall Festival talent show.

“It's an amazing feeling when
you're singing and the crowd is yell-
ing for you. It makes all your hard
work worth if...even if you lose,” says
Erkman. “I've been performing since
| was eight and my experience in the
Fall Festival was the most fulfilling.”

It fakes tons of hard work fo even
make itto the actual falent show. Hun-
dreds of acts were cut down to the
select sixty who perform at the Fall
Festival. Most performers have been

Droste, Jared
, Melissa
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Goebel, Audrey

Stinkin’ Garbage, a percussion
ensemble, performs for their fans
atthe Fall Festival Talent Show.
This band is popular because of its
uniqueness and excitement during
performances.

Photo by: Ashley Alles

working on their acts for at least a few
months, if not longer.

“We first performed this act a year
ago at Mater Dei's spring talent
show,” says sophomore David
Leamed. “We've been practicing
since then.”

Although this talent show was just
for fun, it also gave some performers
insights into their futures

“When | was performing, | knew this
was what | wanted fo do for the rest of
my life,” says Frank. "I felt like | be-
longed there.”

Who knows? Maybe a few lucky
performers could jump from the Fes-
tival stage to the lights of Broadway!

Jill Merkel '04
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Senior Andy Barchet climbs into his
van after school. Barchet uses his
van to go on fishing frips and for
camping. People have been
known to sleep in it during camp-
ing trips.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

The Bigger the

Every sixteen-year-old dreams of
cruising around town in his or her first
car. It doesn't seem fair that while
some students are driving sports cars,
a few MD students have been dealt
rather large vehicles, such as the so-
called "mini” van.

Junior Mary Wiliamson commutes
to school, work, and everywhere else
inher mother's minivan. She actually
drives it more often than her mother.
Wiliamson has been targeted with
strange reactions from the very start,

“When | went fo take my test for my
drivers license, the ladly followed me
out fo the parking lot and asked
‘where’s your car? | said, ‘that's my
minivan,” and she laughed,”

outto eat before practice.
Photo by: Katie Scheller

Seniors Ashley Alles and Megan Wright load their school
supplies into Alles’ mini van before basketball practice.
With her van, Alles can take her whale basketball team

Wiliamson says.

Junior Matt Grattenthaler is famil-
iar with the same experiences.

"l get many strange reactions from
people,” says Grattenthaler. "I usu-
ally cruise Green just to see the ex-
pressions on people’s faces when
they see such a crappy van,” he says.

Grattenthaler was deailt his white
van because it was free and he had
no choice. Although he has fixed up
his van with a system, hubcaps, and
shag carpet, Grattenthaler still has an
aversion fo it.

"My van is a piece of junk and
driving it makes me feel like a dis-
grace,” says Grattenthaler. “The worst
part about driving it is the embarrass-

Better

ment.”

Williamson, however, doesn't mind
driving her 2000 silver minivan

“Many people drive crappy cars,
but mine’s nice,” Williamson says. Her
van has all the extras that many teen
drivers' cars lack: power windows and
locks, a CD player, and keyless entry.

Wiliamson also explains the perks
of driving a minivan,

"If's easler to see out of the win-
dows because there are so many of
them. | never have to deny any of
my friends a ride, either, because |
always have room."

Despite her gratitude for her van,
Wiliamson hasn't always felt this way.

"I've been a little embarrassed

because most seventeen-year-olds
have theirown cars. Sometimes | feel
like I'm borrowing someone else’s car
since | don't have my own.”

Wiliamson initially worried about
what other MD students might think
of her van compared to cars driven
by other students. However, she has
gotten to the point where she is no
longer bothered by other people.

“Some people call it my pimp mo-
bile,” jokes Wiliamson.

As Wiliamson dreams of a 2004
Cavalier C24 and time drives by, one
thing will remain certain. Her ‘boat
will continue fo draw aftention and
certainly will not go unnoticed.

Susan Muensterman ‘05



Mr. Darin Knight explains the
alliances between countries during
World War | as he uses the map to
illustrate his point. Knight's class is
afavorite among students because
of his laid back approach to
teaching

Photo by: Brittni Herron

Mr. Mike Goebel and senior
Stephanie Schenk go over tests
from his Advanced History class
Goebel's students enjoy his class
because of his intense knowledge
of history.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman

Reliving the Past

History is part of life; the classes at
Mater Dei discuss many different cul-
tures and experiences. Many Mater
Dei students are of German or Irish
ancestry, therefore, it is an advan-
tage to leam about other cultures in
the classroom. Mater Dei classes of-
fer just that advantage

Mr. Darin Knight, a history teacher
at Mater Dei, teaches the history of
the United States.

“In U.S. History I, | cover colonial
times to the Civil War. InU.S. History I,
| cover the Civil War to World War |,
andin U.S. History I, | cover World War
1o the present,” says Knight

Though totally different classes,
Knight believes each class is impor-
tant for many different reasons.

"If's always important to leam from
our past, so we don't repeat the mis-
takes others have made,” says Knight.

Mr. Dave Wathen, another history
teacher, also stresses the importance
of leaming history.

“"Hopefully, students leamn fo ap-

preciate history,” adds Wathen. “The
students are given a great opportu-
nity, and hopefully they will use it to
further their education.”

Many of the history teachers use
videos to supplement their lectures
because students generally leamn
better with visual aids.

| like watching videos because it
enhances what I've already leamed
from the book,” says junior Jaclyn
Muensterman,

As more changes occur through-
out history, the history department
must adapt.

"l like the fact that we have three
semesters of U.S. history,” says Knight.
“History keeps getting longer and if's
difficult o cover all the history in one
year.”

It can be assured with its talented
and passionate staff, the History de-
partment will continue to expand and
progress even though time will confine
to march forward.

Brittni Herron ‘05
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Hands On

Not all Mater Dei students leamn
inside the walls of Mater Dei. Several
students depart from school every
moming to participate in the T& pro-
gram, offered at schools such as
North and Central

"l wanted to take T&l because |
wanted to learn about building
trades,” says junior Joey Meier. " | don't
planto goto college so this is a great
program forme. | don't have fo goto
college for what | plan on doing.”

Meier intends to enter the Union of
Plumbers and Steamfifters or possi-
bly work at Vindhurst Sheet Metal

Just because these students are
in T& doesn't mean they are not go-
ing fo college. Junior Luke Spaetti
plans on entering an automotive pro-
gram after graduation.

“I'm doing T&l to get a jump on
other people going into the automo-
tive industry,” says Spaefti. I will al-
ready have two years of experience
going into college.”

The structure of the T&I program is
not entirely different from the typical
Mater Dei class. There is actual in-

class learning where students sit in-
side the classroom and study differ-
entfopics, but the bulk of the class is
hands-on applications.

“After we leamn about something
inthe classroom, we go into the shop
and work on cars with that problem,”
Spaetti says.

Inside the classroom, Meier also
studies the books and completes
safety fests, which he claims are the
worst aspects of T&I. Nevertheless, his
particular course of study allows him
to gain valuable real-world experi-
ence to prepare him for the future.

"My favorite part about T8&l is get-
1ing to go out fo the job site and work,”
Meier says

Before heading back to Mater Dei
for their final two blocks, the boys uti-
lize their extra time by heading out to
lunch, yet another advantage of the
T&l program.

‘I get fo spend half of the day
doing something | like to do and get
fo eat out everyday,” Spaetti says.
“What could be better?”

Susan Muensterman ‘04

Seniors Bryan Williams and Chris
Arnold sand a table during their T&I
class at North High School. The T&I
program allows them to learn
practical applications that will
further their education and prepare
them for their careers.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Senior Jared Waterman works on
an example model of an electrical
outlet at the T& class at North. He
is one of the many Mater Dei
students who travels to North

Photo by: Katie Scheller
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While most students are walking
-he halls at Mater Dei, a select few
e walking runways. Many students
—ream of strutting their stuff on the
-unway, but very few actually get to
ive out their dream.

Senior Beckie Kelley has been in-
~olved in the modeling industry since
she was in grade school.

My eighth grade teacher knew a
ady who taught @ modeling class at
Sears and referred me to her,” Kelley
=xplains. "I started modeling my
=reshman year, but | signed with an
actual agency the beginning of
sophomore year.”

Sophomore Erin Ross also began
~ermodeling career at an early age.

Posel

"| started modeling when | was in
the fourth grade at Kelly Nance's
agency,” says Ross.

Sophomore Kendra Scheller, who
started participating in pageants the
summer of 1997, explained how her
sister's participation encouraged her
own involvement.

"My older sister was info it, and |
wanted to become involved be-
cause it looked like she was having a
lot of fun,” explains Scheller.

Though models make the job look
effortiess, modeling isn't all fun and
games.

*I think it's tiing walking up and
down the runway several times, hav-
ing to stand perfectly straight the

whole time you walk,” Ross says.

"Modeling isn't as fun and glam-
orous as it looks. It is extremely de-
manding, and you also give up your
freedoms. | have to consult my
agency if | want to do anything con-
cerning what | look like. They confrol
my appearance more than | do
can'teven cut my hair without asking
them first,” Kelley says.

However, many models find
great pleasure in their work.

“It's work, but | find it enjoyable and
funto do. llike to perform, and being
up in front of people doesn't really
bother me,” Scheller says.

“Ithinkit's alot of fun, too. It would
be nice fo fravel to new places and

Sophomore Kendra Scheller walks across stage to give
her personal introduction on the first night of three during
the National American Miss. Scheller has been compet-
ingin pagents for 7 years.

Photo provided by: Kendra Scheller

model for big companies. Plus you
get to meet a lot of great people,”
adds Ross.

The modeling industry is a scary
business, and a model must have
thick skin in order to survive.

"You have fo have a strong sense
of self because you're appearance
is constantly criticized. Clients are
extremely critical and don't care if
they hurt your feelings,” Kelley states.

Though Kelley, Ross and Scheller
enjoy modeling through their high
school career, they aren't sure if it is
something they want to pursue later
inlife.

"It would be great, but realistically
modeling is extremely competitive
and by chance. It's like the music
business. If opportunities come my
way, I'll take them, but right now I'm
focusing on school,” explains Kelley
who plans to maijor in social work in
college.

Modeling is a fun but strenuous
process, and at the end of the day,
these girls prove they have the look.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Kendra Scheller gives her thank-
you wave to the judges and
audience. She won the Miss
Indiana Junior Teen fitle and
competed at Nationals in Califor-
nia.

Photo provided by: Kendra Scheller
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Angels in the Rough

Trying something new and differ-
ent is not something that every teen-
ager can do nowadays, especially
with peer pressures lurking around
every comer. Adding a religious ex-
perience can make standing out
even worse, but five students from
Mater Dei went against the odds and
stood up to the pressure. These stu-
dents fook a week out of their sum-
mer vacations to travel to Pennsylva-
nia on a mission frip.

“Going on a mission frip is some-
thing I'd always been inferested in,”
says junior Haley Austin. It sounded
like a lot of fun and helping people
out is something | take interest in.”

Everyone was a little nervous
about what they were getting into,
but affer they warmed up to each
other they had a blast.

"l was scared at first because |
didn’'t know what to expect,” states
senior Katie Scheller. *I was the only
senior from Mater Dei, but I'm happy
Iwent because it was one of the best
things | have ever experienced.”

Junior Haley Austin poses with an
elderly person she was working
with. On the mission frip, Austin,
along with many other teens,
worked to help others without any
modern conveniences.

Photo provided by: Haley Austin
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The group mainly consisted of stu-
dents from the Holy Redeemer youth
group, but there were also sfudents
from Mater Dei, Memorial, Mt. Vemon
and North. When the group arrived
in Pennsyivania they met up with other
groups from Michigan and Pennsyl-
vania, among other places.

“It was beautiful there,” says Aus-
tin, “the weather was great and the
sky was so vast and clear.”

Even though the frip was fun, it was
no wacation. The students were put
to work helping out the people in the
community they stayed in. Their work
consisted of everything from enter-
taining mentally handicapped
adults to cleaning houses.

Junior Natalie Schmitt and a fellow mission trip member
help fix a person’s house. Schmitt made many new
friends on the frip and enjoyed getting to help those in

need.
Photo provided by: Natalie Schmitt

“| felt a great sense of pride at the
end of each day of work because |
spent the day focused on other
people instead of myself,” says junior
Rachel Ketzner.

While they were there, their days
were jam-packed. Affer beginning
each day with a prayer service, they
headed to work without any of the
usual modern conviences.

“We got one shower the whole
week!” exclaims Scheller. “Since we
were helping they decided we were
supposed to conserve water also.”

By the end of the week, all the sfu-
dents knew more about each other
then they ever thought possible.

"I wanted to grow closer to the

people in my youth group,” stated
Ketzner, “and | achieved that.”

They are even keeping in touch|
with the people they met from othe|
cities, as well as some of the people
they helped.

*It was a rewarding experience to
see the impact we made on their lives|
even though we were just there for o
week,” said Scheller.

Although the week is long ove,
these five girls still remember every-
thing with great detail and will cary
their experiences with them forever.

“lwould definifely like to go back,
says Austin. "It was an excellent ex
perience | know | will never forget.”

Shanna Bush ‘04
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Class of

Mr. Jason Craig demonstrates to a
student how to fix a problem in his
Desktop Publishing class. Craig
was a student teacher last year, but
is now taking over the classroom.
Photo by: Katie Scheller

Mrs. Julia Kunkler watches as
junior Corey Rosek creates a web
page. Students enrollin computer
classes fo enhance their computer
skills.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman
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High Tech

As our society becomes more and
more dependent on computers, it is
important for students to be able to
keep up and leam the newest tech-
nology.

I am in Desktop Publishing be-
cause everything is basically run by
computers nowadays,” says junior
Whitney Staup.

Almost anything there is to leam
about computers can be found in
the technology department at Mater
Dei. Although one computer class is
required for all freshmen, this depart-
ment also offers electives that go
more in depth, such as Web Design
and Desktop Publishing

“I try to help students learn skills
they need if they are going to con-
tinue in a path of business,” says Mr.
Jason Craig, first year technology
teacher.

Because many students leam
more working on their own than
through lecture, some feachers have
tiied to give students more opportu-
nifies for individual fime.

"One thing | use is a hands-on ap-

proach instead of lecture,” says
Craig. "I have found that sometimes
the students can learn more from
each other than they could fom me.”

In addition to learning more about
computer programs, the elective
classes also give students a chance
to help their school by making the
school's web page. Another favorite
project s the “Million Dollar Project,” in
which students must spend imagi-
nary money on items of their choice.

“At a point, | hope it becomes
more student facilitated learning in-
stead of teacher-student facilitated
learning,” says Craig. “Computers
are going to be around for a while. |
would like to help the students build
fundamentals and grounds for their
careers. Itisaneatthing to have that
impact on them.”

With today’s focus on the Intemet
and technology, it can be assured
that every person will use computers
for something in his or her lifetime. For
this reason, it is definitely a benefit to
take classes dealing with technology.

Jill Merkel 04



Every Mater Dei student must
eventually face the day when he or
she crosses the stage and moves
onto college. For some, the
college search has been an
ongoing process. The first step in
choosing the right college is
making a visit fo the prospective
school. Most seniors make numer-
ous visits before deciding.

Senior Katie Frank says, "t
confimed what | wanted to do by
telling me what kind of work load |
would have, Even though | found
out I'd have fo take five years to
double major, it was exciting to see
the programs avallable.”

The campus suroundings and
the distance from home also plays
alarge role in choosing a school,

*| have been fo Muray (State
Unlversity) before, and | felf at:
home. It isn't extrernely large, but it
is spread out and more open,”
comments senior Jessica Knight,
“Everything you need Is within a two
minute drive of campus.”

After visiting schools, some
sfudents find that it is not what they
expected.

"I thought | wanted to go to Ball
State, but | visited and It was like its
own city,” says senior B.J. Griese. "It
didn’t seem like a college campus
and | couldn't see myself going 1o
school there.”

Visiting schools also gives
students a better feel for college.

"You seem to have more free
time and independence because

you'Te not stuck in one building all
day.” says senior Andrew Cheaney.

Sifting in on classes and touring
the campus can paint a vibrant
picture of what college s like.

"A lot of the campus Is under
construction,” says Knight, “but by
2004 there will be a new activity
center with a pool. several courts
and other things.”
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Most seniors agree that visiting
Jllege is @ major help in deciding
1ere fo go.

Says Frank, "College visits are
finitely a good idea because
u-get 1o see the place you plan
1 spending your next years and
u get to talk 1o the people who
e going fo help your career.

Ashley Alles ‘04

\

University bookstore. Beside dr ng

Seniors Jeanna Butler and Lauren
Mochau compare shirts in the Indiana

like a col udent, walking around
campus and eating in the din all are
common ways to get the feel of

colleg

Photo Jill Merkel

Senior Jessica Knight looks a the
available drawer space in a Murray State

orm room, College visits help students
Jearn what they need to take to college
and what is best to leave behind.

Photo by: Jill M

Senior Hallie
Denstorff examines a
Murray State
University shirt.
Denstorff, like many
other students, has
taken friends with her
on college visits to
help her with the
decision. Typical
college visits consist
not only of campus
tours and information

ons, but also
time for shopping in
the bookstore.

Photo by: Jill Merkel
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H ing Above the Odds

Students everywhere aspire to
be something great. Doctors,
lawyers, teachers and musicians
are a few of the common goals
heard most offen among Mater Dei
students. However, every once in
awhile someone comes up with an
objective that is different.

"l want to be a pilot,” says senior
David Wolf, “because if's what |
enjoy. | have never wanfed to be
anything else and | don't think Il
change my d.”

More specifically, Wolf wants to

Jenjer Elpers

be a commercial or private plane
pllot, He is planning to attend
Purdue University, Indiana State
University or Vincennes University
because of their excellent reputa-
fions in feaching aviation.

Although his interest In planes
has been evident for as long as he
can remember, Wolf hasn't been
up close and personal with them
very much,

*l remember when | was in
Pittsburgh in fourth or fifth grade, |
begged my mom to take me to
the dirport,” shares Wolf. “That's the
eariest encounter | had with an
aqiplane, and | knew it was for me.”

Ever since that experience Wolf
had a growing inferest in planes.
With his model! airplanes and
aviation books and magazines, he

t his Interest alive through

rs. Wolf puts the models
tog: 1 himself and they can even
be spotted in his senior pictures,

Two years ago he decided to
join a club involving aviation. The
Aviation Explore Post 347 is a group
of people who meet twice a month
at the Evansville Regional Airport.

Philip

The post goes up into the control
tower of the airport and meets the
people who work there. Sometimes
the post members even get to
listen fo the radar and help out.

“Not only do we have meetings,”
states Wolf, * but we also go on trips
1o 8t. Louis, Daytona, Gatlinburg,
and Dayton, Ohio,”

The leader of the group, Captain

Jonathon

Pilot for American General Mike
Rasche, helps out abundantly. He
answers tons of the questions the.
post members have and advises
the memibers on their future
aviation choices. The post mem-
bers leam from him because of all
the experience he has.

*Mike has helped me decide
what fype of aviation career | want

4

hrenbacher,




Senior David Wolf examines the engine
of a Cessna 172 airplane. To better
linderstnd how engihss niork, thie
aviation club disconnects wires and
then puts the engine back together.
Photo by: Shanna Bush

Looking closely at a chart of the regional

area, Wolf makes a flight plan. Pilots use
this chart to calculate mileage and to
determine how the wind will affect their
flights.

Photo by: Shanna Bush

Wolf monitors the
radar covering the
Evansville area. The
workers in the air
traffic control tower
are responsible for
managing all of the
flight plans for planes

flying in the area. To
more fully experience
life in the aviation

industy, members of

the aviation club are

0 go info; he's helped me explore 1 allowed in the tower
e different fields of aviation so | L | to help and observe.

could pinpoint what | really want to . Photo by: Shanna
125 Sevs Wol, Bush

- Wolf is ready fo take a chance

and follow his dream into the

jonders of aviation. Defying the
ids and trying something different

is not something everyone does.

Shanna Bush ‘04
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Gotng the Extea Mile

Doctors, teachers, and police-
men are essential people who
make life run safely and peacefully.
Along with these necessary people
are firefighters. These brave
individuals fisk their lives for com-
plete strangers. Mater Dei senior
Britiney: Eickhoff recently joined this
group by becoming a member of
the German Township Volunteer Flre
Department

Membership in the fire depart-
ment has become somewhat of a
farmily tradition for Eickhoff,

4

Derek Herrmann

Joseph Hillenbrand

*My dad and his brothers were
on the fire department when they
were growing up,” Eickhoff says. I
felt it was my duty fo join.”

Eickhoff, who joined the depart-
ment in May of 2003, trained for
weeks 1o become a volunteer
firefighter.

*I had to go through grueling
training. | went through a nine week
first responder fraining, which deals
with medical runs,” Eickhoff
explains,

Although Eickhoff's basic fraining
is now complete, she sfill musf
attend training once a week along
with ofher squad members.

"We have training every Monday
night to keep our skills sharp. Every
third Monday of the month is EMS
training.” Eickhoff says.

Though the fraining is complete:
and the class’ written and practical
exams have been passed, Eickhoff
Isn't yet able o do all she can.

"Right now, | do a wide range of
things. Since | haven't goften my
first responder papers back, all |
can dois be a gofer, | can't go on
@ run until | get back my certifica-

tion papers.” says Eickhoff.

Being a new member and the
youngest on the squad, Eickhoff is
thoroughly enjoying her experi-
ences with the German Township
Fire Department.

Eickhoff explains, "l like helping
people in need because it makes
me feel respected and needed.”

Being the youngest member on

Matthew Julian

the squad Isn't always pleasant.

*l get picked on a lot, and the
guys give me a hard fime because *
| don't know the fechnical names
for some of the tools.” says Eickhoff.

Elckhoff, who plans to major in
nursing, believes that joining the fire -
squad will aid her in the future.

"This gives me @ hands on feel
for nursing, only if's out in the field,

Kristina Kayser
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tin the hospital,” Eickhoff remarks.

Being a volunteer firefighter is an
pportunity that not everyone can
xperence, and Eickhoff is glad to
ave the chance 1o serve ofhers.

“The biggest benefit,” Eickhoff
ays, "is knowing | help keep the

rmmunity safe and that | can do

ething to save someone’s life.”
Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Rebecca Kelley

One of the more experienced
heets cxplainis to Eickholf how
hen to use the chain saw.
Eickhoff is continuing on her family
tradition of being a volunteer
firefight
Photo b san Muensterman
Eickhoff helps fellow firefighter Le
assemble a chain saw.
choff’s practical training includes
using saws to cut through roofs and cars.
Photo by: Susan Muensterman

Senior Brittney
Eickhoff uses a chain
saw to cut through a
wooden plank. To
et her certification
papers and become an

off must attend
numerous training
ns and pass both
tten and practical
exams.
Photo by: Jaclyn
Muensterman
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We've all seen friendships
disintegrate over the years until
mere memories remain, new
companionships develop, and the
words spoken between "best fiends
forever” are not much more than a
mere ‘*hello,” Between grade
school and high school, people
and their interests change, so it's
not hard fo see why once “everiast:
ing friendships” fall apart

As grade-schoolers ot WCCS, a
group of seven girls, Hallie
Denstortf, Anna Flake, Jessica
Knight, Jill Merkel, Courtney Moore,

A Long Way Comin’

Katie Scheller, and Laura
Schroeder, began their days
together on the playground. Not
yet the best of fiends, some
dliances were formed while
juvenile disagreements separated
others. It wasn't until around sixth
grade that their friendship really
developed, and the fraditions
began. Among their special
fraditions s “secret fime.”

At every slumber party, we
would sif in a circle and talk about
everything that's been happening.
It was things that we wouldn't tell
anyone else, It never left the
room,” Moore says.

Ancther tradition is their yearly
frip to Denstorff's grandparents’

“Every Christmas, we go up fo
my grandparents’ house,” Denstorf
explains. "My grandma fixes a big
meal and chocolate milkshakes.”

Though their solid friendship was
apparent, people were skeptical
that it would last longer than their
WCCS days. After grade school,
most people make new friends and
diift away from the old, as a result
of arguments or different interests.

*There’s never going fo be
anything big enough or an argu-
ment severe enough that [l sfop
talking fo one of them,” Moore says

“Our teachers in grade school
always told us we wouldn't be
friends when we got fo high
school,” says Merkel

"We told them in the sixth grade
we would go fo the Bahamas when

we were seniors in high school, but
they didn't believe us,” says Flake,
Years have passed since the girls
made that proclamation, and
despite their teachers’ predictions,
they have plans for the spring break
of their senior year, The Bahamas
didn't quite work out as planned,
but their altemnative is just as good.
They've decided fo diive down fo




Seniors Knight, Merkel, Flake,
Denstorff; Schroeder, Moore, and
Scheller celebrate their their cighth
grade graduation by showing off their
dre

Photo provided by: Hallic Denstort

The girls pause to pose for a picture at

their eighth grade Honors Night. They

have been friends since sixth grade and
continued their friendship through

Photo provided by: Hallie Denstorff

T'he girls found time
during their eighth
grade class trip to St.
Louis to get together
for lunch. Although
e Dauphin Islands in Alabarna, N they were split into
1d they intend on sending their ) different groups for
ade school teachers a post card,
As long as the seven are fo-
sther, a good time is guaranteed.
anstorff, Flake, Knight, Merkel,
oore, Scheller, and Schroeder
ave proved their friendship will last Photo provided by
/the Dauphin Isiands and back Hallie Denstorff Megan Martin
Susan Muensterman ‘05

the majority of the
trip, the girls man.
to find each other
throughout the day.
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Take One for the Team

It's common knowledge that
Mater Dei is known for ifs fradition of
athletic excellence. Some stu-
dents, however, devote their time
and energy fo non-school sports,
such as the roller hockey team
founded by several Mater Dei
senlor boys. Although the schedule
can be iregular, the players alfer
on occasion, and the rink is the
Golfrnoor tennis courts, the players
aren't discouraged and show great
enthusiasm for their sport, Affer all,
it's all about having fun.

“Taylor Udhe ‘03, Andy Wathen
and | collaborated fo form a team
two years ago,” explains senior Nick
Lannert. "We picked up some
reciuifs along the way to complete
the team, such as juniors Chad
Dewig and Ben Macke, and seniors
Andy Barchet, Kyle Messersmith,
Michael Pigman, and Jon Herron.”

The purpose of the sport is purely
based upon personal enjoyment,

“Not only is it fun, but it's different
because not many people play
around here,” Wathen explains. "It
beats lying at home on my couch
frying to get fat.”

The rationale behind the team is
scattered. Foremost, it's based
upon having fun, but some
participate as a method of venting
their frusirations

"I play roller hockey because it
gives me a chance fo plow people
to the ground,” Herron says.

The players are proud of how far
they've come in the past two years;
however, many admit they are not
the most experienced and skillful
feam in the league. Despite this
they play with passion.

+
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Michael ¥i

‘It seemns like I've been playing
my whole life, but in actuality, I've
only been playing about a year,”
says Herron.

Despite Eric Reffett's lack of
experience and insecurity In his skill,
he isn't deterred from leading the
team as their coach. Reffett plays
for pure pleasure of the game.

"If's been my dream since | was

Sharne

eight-years-old to coach Mater
Del's greatest success story: the:
street hockey team,” jokes Reffett.

In spite of the fact that there is
generally a steady lineup of
players, the roller hockey team Is
continuously on the lookout for new
additions. They accept anyone
who wants fo join.

"If you want to play, bing your

Anthony Raben




skates and sfick,” says Wathen.

Although the street hockey tfeam
doesn't play with complete
sefiousness, fike ofher sporis, they
welcome competition and one
day hope to have a toumnament.

"We will play whoever dares to
challenge us,” Barchet says.

Katie Scheller '04 and

Susan Muensterman 05

Michael

Andrea Niemeier

Senior Andy Barchet takes a breather
after a rough practice at Golfmore
tennis courts. Practice t pretry
rough and tiring when these be
together,

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Seniors Nick Lannert and Andy Wathen
¢ after their team scor
ms are dif 1t each time tl
play, but they always work well ¢
regardless of who's on which team,
Photo by: Katie Scheller

come together and lift
their sticks after time
out pep talk. They
often lift their sticks
to help pump them
up or after they score.
The team has every-
thing a school
regulated sport has
such as a coach,
¢quipment, and
practices.

Photo by: Katie
Scheller

Tony Reckelhoff




A Little Bit

All underclassmen know there
are certain privileges that can't be
obtained until senior year. For
example, seniors receive first
choice when enrolling in classes
and are always dismissed first from
in-school functions. The ultimate
privilege for seniors is definitely the
freedom of "out fo lunch.”

“Out to lunch is something | have
looked forward fo since | was a
freshmon because it seemed like
my brother and his friends had so
much fun,” says senior Jill Merkel.

Most seniors enjoy the freedom

of Freedom

of “out fo lunch” and agree that it
has been worih the wait.

"l have the freedom to go
anywhere, order what | want, and
eat what | want,” says senior Katie
Kemmerlin.

The average “out fo lunch’ for a
senior consists of food and fun.

"After we report to homeroom,
everyone runs down the stairs and
piles into their friends’ cars,” senior
Ashley Alles describes the typical
noonday ritual

From the north side of fown
acioss to the east side, seniors can
be spotted dining at their favorite
restaurants,

“Some of my favorite places fo

go duing “out fo lunch” are Arby's
and Fazoli's,” says senior Ashley
Adler

"Two Brothers Chinese buffet is
where | like to go,” senior Lyndsey
Heim says.

*During Fall Festival week, a
group of us went and atfe lunches
by the river just for sormething
different,” senior Kristi Wilsman says.

Many seniors choose to use their
free fime in other ways besides

Laura Schroeder

eqting. Some can be spotted
roaming the aisles of our local Wal-
Mart or catching some rays at
Premiere Tan.

"l usually go home or to Laura’s
(Schroeder) house,” senior Kristina
Kayser says, "It feels like you're
breaking the rules, and it makes the
day go by faster.”

For a number of seniors, "out fo

lunch” Is not always about where
they want fo go. but rather how
much money is in their pocket.

*Where | go depends on how
much money | have at the fime,”*
says Kemmeriin.

Since “out fo lunch® Is such a
long awaited privilege and can be
easily taken away, seniors try their
best not fo take It for granted and

Hannha Scott
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Andrew Scherk

Seniors Molly Blankenberger and

Megan Martin tear into their food at
Arby’s during out-to-lunch. Arby’s is
one of the most common h uts
during out-to-lunch.

Photo by: Shanna Bush

Seniors Kristi Wilsman and Hallie
Denstortf study for a test during out-to-
lunch while enjoying the heat of the sun
down by the river.

Photo by: Jill Merkel

Senior Nick Lannert
shovels in some food
at China Town Buffet
during out-to-lunch.
This chinese restau-

orite

y seniors

> they can

enjoy an all you can
cat buffet fora
relatively low price.
An all you can eat
buffet is a necessity in

re careful not o fet it be revoked, order to fill the

*We fry to get back to school five “ L A appetites of some of
inutes early so we aren't late for the senior i
Slasss,” says senior Kirby Spiifort. ! < Photo by: Ashley

Everyone agrees that senior “out Alles
o lunch” makes the week pass by 2 t
aster. It brings variety fo normal
sveryday school life. -
Shanna Bush 04 and - ; Casey Schenbachler
Jacyn Muensterman ‘05 >
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WLlLy [eaves His Peint
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Being loud, fough, obnoxious
and uncaring of what others think
are the fraits needed to be Mater
Dei's mascot, Willy the Wildcat.

*l love the attention that | get
from being Willy,” confesses senior
Brent Hagan, who is known for
acting wild and crazy in his ‘cat”
suit,

*I think people are inspired when
Willy Is at the games because he's
good at keeping the crowd fired
up,” says senior Hallie Denstorff.

Willy ravels to the maijor sporting
evenfs, encouraging the wd with
his cheers and pepping them up.

'l rode fo Double Cola with Eric.
Stoltz in his jeep,” says Hagan, ‘1
waved to kids and people would
speed up to see me.

Not only does the crowd enjoy

n's enthusiasm, but the
members of the feams appreciate
ornmitment as well,

a-

fion,” says senior Jason Kothe. It

helps to pump up the players.”
Hagan took the job of Willy to

show his dedication and spirit.
"f'm not involved in athletics

Tristin Wedding

anymore and | wanfed to support
my team, so | decided to take on
the role of Willy,” Hagan says,

Being Willy is not always fun and
games.

"It is hard fo move with all the
kids following me and It's hard fo
see,” says Hagan,

The litfle kids look to Willy with
awe, although sometimes it can be

Bryan Wiliams

NS
(

Timmons

bothersome to have them around.

“There is a certain feeling | get
because the kids look up to me,
but sometimes they pick on me
and pull my tail,” explains Hagan.
“That is why | need someone to walk
with me at all times.”

Who knew being a high school
mascot could be so dangerous
that it would require a bodyguard,

Kristi Wilsman




Todd Wannemuehler

Willy the Wildcat sits among the
student body in the senior section at
one of the pep assemblies. Senior Brent
Hagan shows his support by dressing
up as Willy for every major assembly.
Photo by: Katie Funke

Senior Shane Provost gets up close and
personal with Willy the Wildcar. Willy is
aiiong the student body, He
ets the crowd pumped up and
nts to shake his paw.

tional ¢
Princeton. Hag
dressed out as Willy
for many of the
to help

at hom 2
away as Castle
out in his Willy suit.
Photo by: Jill M
*Other schools don't like me,”
oys Hagan. “A student from Mount

Hopefully in the future someone

0 possesses the same traifs as
lagan is willing fo step up and fill
e big paws

Shanna Bush ‘04 and

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05




Supporting Roles

Mater Dei's administration is the
cormerstone of Mater Dei. Without
these hardworking individuals, this
school wouldn't be able to stand as
strongly as it does. The administra-
tion consists of Principal Ms. Marie
Wiliams, Assistant Principal for Stu-
dent Services Mrs. Darlene Quinlin,
guidance counselors Mrs. Kristy Herr
and Mrs. Robin Sizman, and Mr. Joe
Herrmann, Athletic Director

“You never know what you're go-
ing to walk into,” Mrs. Quinlin says.

Quinlin’s job deals with atten-
dance, transportation, crisis, safety,
evacuations, speakers, and disci-
pline, just to name a few.

“The best part is sharing with the
students and knowing | can make a
difference,” Quinlin says.

Second year guidance counse-
lor Herr was drawn to Mater Dei by it's
excellence and values

“'d never been in any Catholic sys-
tems before and | was impressed,”
Herr says

Adler, Carolyn
Alles, Kim

Ames, Roseanna
Amos, Georgianna
Bailey, Terry

Becker, Dan
Berberich, Judy
Bumb, Gloria
Craig, Amy
Craig, Jason

Dauby, Sr. Agnes Marie
Dick, Randy

Dippel, Joe

Drew, Chris

Freeman, Rosemary

Gibbs, Roberta
Goebel, John
Goebel, Mike
Greulich, Sue

Haton, Debbie

Herr's job as guidance counselor
consists of working with students, deal-
ing with standardized tests, and help-
ing with college planning and visits.

"l like my job because no two
days are the same. You never know
what's coming in the door,” Herr says.

As first year Atlhetic Director,
Herrmann undertakes a wide variety
of tasks

"I make schedules, schedule
games for teams, schedule officials,
make a budget for each sport, an-
swer phones, and supervise all
coaches and all home athletic
events,” Herrmann says.

Although becoming Athletic Di-
rector is a large undertaking
Herrmann is enjoying his new career.

*I really enjoy getting out and
watching the sports,” Herrmann says.

Despite the administration’s nu-
merous  responsibilites and occa-
sional aggrevations, they are enjoy-
ing their time at Mater Dei

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

Principal Marie Williams speaks to
the student body after a Friday
afternoon pep assembly. Before
coming to Mater Dei, Williams
worked at the Catholic Center.
Photo by: Katie Scheller

Principal Williams often takes time
out of her schedule to visit classes
and interact with students. Senior
Katie Roberts and sophomore
Rachel Schenk listen as Mrs.
Larson gives advice to them on a
sewing project

Photo by: Katie Scheller




Mrs. Debra Schorr pushes her heavily supplied cart
through senior hallway. Without a room of her own,
Schorr switches classrooms with other teachers. Getting
through the crowded hallways can sometimes be tricky.
Photo by: Jaclyn Muensterman

A LaCaii

Like students, teachers come in all
rts: tall, short, old, young, and mo-
le. Yes, we've all seen them push-
g their black carts through the hall-
Jys from class o class. Due to the
owing population of students, the
ddition of faculty members, and
ck of classrooms, some teachers
on't have the privilege of teaching
a classroom of their own.

Although a seven-year faculty
ember of Mater Dei, English and
anish teacher Kathy Weber still
besn'thave a classroom of her own.,

| don't have my own room be-
ause there aren’t enough class-
oms, and the teachers that have
oms have had them for a long

time," Weber says.

Debra Schorr is also a roomless
teacher. Schorr uses a cart fo trans-
port her belongings from room to
room.

“Sometimes | feel like a fish swim-
ming upstream,” Schorr jokes. "One
day | was late to class and one of my
students wrote me up a tardy slip!”

English and theatre teacher Chris
Drew agrees that gefting to different
classrooms is sometimes difficutt.

*Occasionally its hard to get
through the hallways,” Drew says.

Drew, who used acart lastyearto
transport his materials, has laid his
cart to rest at the present.

“This year I've organized my ma-

terials so | can get fo classes without
pushing a cart,” Drew says. "I now
have a comer office with @ window.”
Weber, too, disposed of her cart.
“Last year | had seven different
rooms, and this year I'm just in two. It's
awesome!” Weber says.
Teaching in different classrooms
can often make organization difficutt.
“Since | move from room to room,
its hard to find one location to keep
items organized,” Schorr says.
Drew agrees that organizing ma-
terials is difficult but not impossible.
“Organization isn't my strong point,
but I'm getting better,” Drew says.
Even though these teachers travel
from class to class, students don't

Helfrich, Ethel
Hemmer, B
Herr, Sr. Donna Marie
Herr, Kristy

‘mann, Joe

Hickman, Ron
Jewell, Jeff
Joffray, Jewell
Keith, Rick
Kirchoff, Mary Jo

Knight, Darin
Kunkler, Julia
Larson, Becky
Lefler, Donna
Little, Mary Jane

Hidden in a small corner of the
teacher’s work room, Mrs. Weber
uses her planning period to grade
tests and papers. Mrs. Weber is
one of many teachers who has to
share the small workroom.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman

have a problem tracking therm down.

“Amazingly, people find me. |
don't know how,” Weber says.

On the other hand, it is harder for
Drew's students to locate him.

“They are constantly trying to find
me to tumn in late papers,” Drew says.

Although being without a class-
room isn't a crying matter, Drew,
Schorr, and Weber all agree they
would like to have aroom of their own.

Schorr, however, has grown at-
tached to her cart and even deco-
rates it for the holidays. Yet, she would
gladly trade it in for a classroom.

"I'd give my cart up in a heart-
beat for a room,” Schorr says.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05



McMullen, John
Mitchell, Wynn
Murray, Beth Ann
Nurrenbern, Carol
Nurrenbern, Ruby

Payne, Julie
Quinlin, Darlene
Quinlin, Kevin
Reneer, Shea

chey, Marilyn

Ritchie, Cora
Rode, Stephen
gge, Rose
henk, Tonya
Schleter, Robert

Pamela Reising, a 1966 graduate,
started Rainbow Enterprises LLC
after retiring from Bristol Myers
earlier this year. Reising’s pins
support a variety of causes from
breast cancer fo Right o Life.
Photo by: Susan Muensterman

To create a new pin, Reising first comes up with an idea
and explains it to Joffray. After Joffray draws and com-
pletes the design, itis sent offto a company where a
mold is made and the pins are produced.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman
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Art With A Message

Jewell Joffray, first year faculty
member of Mater Dei, has long been
an advocate of breast cancer
awareness. $o it was no wonder that
when her aunt suggested a way fo
raise money for the cause, Joffray
didn't think fwice about helping out.

“This project was a fotal collabo-
ration of my aunt and |,” Joffray ex-
plains.

For Joffray, the project is person-
ally driven and has a message that
hits close fo home.

"My aunt's fiend is a breast can-
cer survivor and this pin is a celebra-
fion of her hard fought battie with the
disease,” says Joffray.

Joffray’s grandmother-in-law is

also a survivor of the disease. She
suffered through a double
masectomy before her cancer went
into remission

The idea for a pin is the easy part.
Joffray says that she and her aunt
spent many hours talking and plan-
ning for this project.

Designing and creating the pins
is the hardest part of the project.
Joffray sketches the design, and the
sketch is then sent o a manufacturer
that tries to match and duplicate the
skefch onto a 3D metal pin.

The design of the breast cancer
pin is a white rectangular box with
three pink diagonal ribbons wrapped
around the box, Written on the three

ribbons are the words “Inspect,” "De-
fect,” and “Survive.”

“These words represent the three
stages that breast cancer patients
go through,” explained Joffray. “We
feel that by buying the pin, you are
giving the gift of life to yourself and
giving back to others at the same
time," states Joffray.

After the manufacturer produces
the pins, Joffray sells the pins to fam-
ily and friends and through the main
office here at Mater Del.

The cost of each pin is five doliars
and 10% of profits will go fowards a
local breast cancer foundation in the
fight fo raise awareness.

Plans to make other pins, such as

an abortion pin and a pin to save
arts and music progams in schools,
are in the works. The next pin to be
marketed is a pin promoting the
awareness of heart disease. Joffray
and Reising not only create pins fo
raise awareness for diseases, but also
to honor those close to them that
have been affected by the disease.

My uncle has suffered four heart
attacks during his life,” explains
Joffray.

Wear these pins as a gift to your:
self, as a gift for others, and as a sym-
bol of your support fo all those who
have and still are suffering.

Laura Schroeder ‘04 and
Ashley Alles '04



Janitor Terry Bailey sweeps the
floor after a messy lunch period
The janitorial staff spends extra
hours working to make Mater Dei
look its best

Photo by: Susan Muensterman

Secretary Jeanne Tornatta helps
administrative assistant Carol
Nurrenbern figure accounts. The
secrefaries in the main office act as
mothers away from home for many
students.

Photo by: Allison Probert

Motherly Touch

Students at Mater Dei may not re-
alize how many different people are
behind the scenes running an ordi
nary school day. Mater Dei's sup:
porting staff is the groundwork for the
entire school and makes everything
run smoothly, from the moming an-
nouncements fo the aftemoon as:
semblies.

Secretary Mrs. Kim Alles is new to
the supporting staff team. This is her
first year as a secretary and she en
joys it very much. Her job entails book:
keeping, answering phones and
helping the students, among many
other things.

Its what | went to college to do
and | enjoy the working envionment
says Alles. “Basically we are mom’s
away from home.

Mrs. Jeanne Tomatta is a friendly
face well known in Mater Dei's main
office. When a student is il or needs
someone to talk to, Tomatta is there
fo help.

I sincerely like kids,” says Tornatta.

These are the best years of their lives
and this is the best school that they
could ever be in.”

Some of the jobs around the
school can go unnoticed, such as
the plumbing or sweeping, which is
mastered by our janitorial stoff

1like my job, it's different,” says Mr.

Terry Bailey. "It's not the same every
day.”
Another group of people that ba-
sically rule the hearts of hungry teen-
agers are the cafeteria ladies that
everyone knows and loves.

My kids went here,” says Mrs. Ethel
Helfrich, "and | like being around all
the young people.

| especially like being available
to my children,” says cashier Mrs.
Tonya Schenk. “The ladies are also
very nice.”

With all these people working to-
gether to keep the day running
smoothly its no wonder that the school
day nearly always runs perfectly.

Shanna Bush ‘04

Schorr, Debra
Sills, Roger
Sitzman, Robin
Skelton, Linda
Steckler, Fr. Ken

Stowers, Mel
Strehl, Angela
Thomas, Dennis
Thomas, Jeanne
Thompson, Dominic

Tornatta, Jeanne
Vickery, Joan
Voegel, Carl
Wathen, Dave
Weber, Kathy

Weber, Molly
Whitehouse, Scott
Williams, Sr. Mary Francis
Wilson, Rick






When we take the field to play, everyone knows
who we are.

Mater Dei has a long tradition of excellent sports
teams that have filled numerous trophy cases and
fans that fill the even the largest stadiums.

But it all starts with sportsmanship and teamwork,
the hallmarks of great teams.

What we have is what most teams can only dream
of. Our coaches understand the game better than
anyone and they communicate their knowledge to
the players. By playing to the best of their abilities,
these athletes honor their school community, their
coaches, their parents and the entire student body.
Everyone watching in the stands, on the sidelines

or on the court sees what makes us so special.






Watching the ball fly over the net is sometimes

ough to draw a person into a volleyball game,
but with the infroduction of rally scoring, it has be:
ome even more exciting. Rally scoring awards a

int every time the ball hits the floor and also calls
or the team to win three out of five games.

Before @ game we join hands and say a Hail
[Mary,” said senior Kristin Kissel, who was named Aca
Hemic All-State. “Then we go out onto the floor and

hout ‘teamwork
F Mater Dei is all about tradition, and it's the little
fhings like saying a cheer that can make a big dif
fference in the way a team competes.

‘As seniors, we fried to get everyone excited be-

ffore the games because the more fun we had as a

Mrs. Adler decided fo let them altemnate as captains.
It was easy to see that they enjoyed being role mod:
els for the younger players on the team

It really wasn't difficult being a leader, and it was
fun working with some of the underclassmen,” said
senior Andrea Kiesel. *| especially enjoyed working
with the younger setters.

The captains picked the team up and made us

want fo work harder,” said junior Jessica Dick. "We

knew that every game was the last chance the se
niors would have to play that team, and we wanted
to make it worth their while

Along with the senior captains, Mrs. Adler added
guidance and helped all the players enhance their

ly and mentally.

skills, both ph

How They
See it...

Freshman Margaret Stoltz, who
participated on the freshman volley-
ball team, had an inside view of the
team and the season.

"Although the team could have
come together a bit more and cared
less about the stats, they had a lot of
talent and came together when it
mattered.”

Stoltz also had the duty of support-
ing the reserve and varsity teams at

ieam, the better we played,” said senior Katie Rob At games, Mrs. Adler would give us talks when

erts, who was named to the All-City first team we were in the huddle. She also found inspirational
Even though the team didn't go as far as they thelr games and.cheedng them on.
had hoped, they didn't step away empty handed enco

The team walked away from the season with a

articles in the newspaper and read them o us to
"I supported them because they

e us to k as a team,” said senior An

supported us when we played. |had

d drea Niemeier.

a lot of support for my team and |
yelled and cheered. It kind of helped
them to achieve more and have
more energy. Also, we dressed up in
crazy red and gold with old Mater Dei
jerseys and with ribbon and glitter for
sectionals.”

of twenty-four wins and ten losses while also eaming Even though the team has seen better seasons,

ihe fitie of co-city champions. the players leamed from their losses as well as their

"We let some of our games slip away, but | was successes. This season rewarded them with valu

not unhappy with the season as a whole,” said coach able experience that will hopefully aid the younger

Carolyn Adler. players in years fo come,

Shanna Bush '04

Volleyball

Since there were only four senior players this year,

1. Senior Andrea Kiesel sets up a team-
mate with one of her team high 487
assists. In addition to being a team
captain, Kiesel was also named second

Being a member of a team
means not only participating and
supporting the team, but also ex-

Lehor;\ ‘;“_C'JW and il\-(ﬁnference 23-10 pressing happiness for other mem-
e Jessioq Ruont Vs. Unaon County vs. Bosse bers of the team when they succeed.

2. Stretching to reach the ball, senior 2510, 255 s o

Katie Roberts attempts a return during o MW HARMORY vs R e ‘It was really exciting o see them

the Reitz game. Roberts was the team 2117, 2110, 219 ar1y, 2015 fake what they leamed in practice

leader in aces, digs, and blocks vs. Forest Park vs. Wirre Rivir VaLiey and do so much betterin the games

Photo by: Jessica Knight 18-21, 19-21, 13:21 2112, 216 R i

3. During sectionals at Boonville, junior vs, Booxviie s, Mr. CARMEL @2 COTie

Cassie Schentrup blocks the ball from 1801, 1201, 17-21 2115, 2118 like to see them win and | like to see

vs. Herrrace Hiws vs. BoonviLLe
21-23, 14-21, 17-21 17:21, 2115, 2619
Vvs. SEYMOUR vs. C.
1621, 2117, 2112 2115, 2118, 12-28, 18-21, 10-15
VS. JEFFERSONSVILLE 'vs. HARRISON

going over the net. The Wildcats beat
Memorial in a five set marathon, but lost
fo sectional champ Heritage Hills.

Photo by: Jessica Knight

them play really good games.”
Part of the reason the team did
so well may have been due to the

4. Sefting the ball over the net, senior 216, 2111 2118, 2115, 216 sfrong senior leaders.

Andrea Niemeier helps her team to vs. FLoyp CenTrAL vs. GIBSON SOUTHERN “Andrea Niemeier was a really
another victory. Niemeier led the city in 1121, 1521 2117, 217, 2113 good leader and she never talked
kill percentage with 31% and was named vs. Smwver Creex Vs.

219, 19-21, 2111 down to anyone. She's just awe-
5. MEMORIAL

1621, 219, 2116,

214, 2117, 2115
vs. OLDENBURG ACADEMY
14 217, 212

first team All-City and All-Conference.
Photo by: Jessica Knight
5. Katie Roberts spikes the ball over the

some. Katie Roberts, she's a beast
because she can kill the ball if she

vs. Rerrz vs. CoryDON CENTRAL

ge' during VhefSGC"On(l' game against 2113, 2119, 2116 219, 17-21, 1521 wants to.”

osse. One of the team’s biggest vs. JasPER vs. CoLumsus NorTH Another reason Stolfz views these
accomplishments of the season was 2111, 2121, 2118 219, 17-21, 1521 f $
beating Jasper. vs. NorTH SECTIONALS girls as star quality is because of their
Photo by: Jessica Knight 17-21, 1521, 1831 vs Bosse ability to play even when injured.
6. Sophomore Tiffany Payton, sopho- VA ‘6“.'“? 2""{:'7‘ a8 “Niemeier's foot got ran over but
more Hailey Kempf, senior Andrea SAEFID; 210 MO

vs. Norts Posey
2011, 2114, 1521, 1421, 156

vs: Epwarps Coe

2116, 2321, 2118

2115, 17-21, 2118, 18-21, 159 she played anyways, and Tara Elpers

g Hemssouiny hurt her back. Most people still

1521 12-21, 1521 b
played although they were injured

Niemeier, sophomore Alyssa Edwards,
and junior Cassie Schentrup celebrate
during the Memorial game at sectionals
Photo by: Jessica Knight







“Now is forever,” a slogan created by the senior
arents of Mater Dei's football team, best describes
ater Dei's 2003 football season.

" like the slogan because it reminds me that | will
ways have the memories of some of the best times
Fmy life,” senior linebacker Scott Modesitt said.

With its dedicated and talented members, the
fater Dei football players played an unforgettable
soson of victory, laughter, and friendship. These
yoments made the 2003 season one of a kind.

*The way we got along with each other made
1 year different than other years,” senior running
ack Tyler Musgrave said

"I think this season was unique because our se:
for leaders were great motivatiors and took it upon
1emselves fo make sure that we were all focused,
inior wide receiver Drew Alcom said

The team’s bond was exceptionally strong this
ear and helped further the team's success during
1e 2003 season

Everyone was involved with each other on and
if the field, and that really gave us that special bond
5> mold together as a team,” Musgrave said

Aithough the team already had a tight bond,
vhen senior leader Blake Maurer dislocated his shoul-
Jer the team truly united.

1think the team really came together when Blake
ot hurt. We had fo prove to everyone, but mostly
urselves, that we could be successful without a
eam leader. We used his absence as a reason to
fep up our own play,” Alcom said

"We had injuries that affected the team greatly,

ind the fact that when a major contributor to our
eam was out, others were right there to step it up

Senior wide receiver Zach Zirkelbach leaps to wrestle a pass from his Memorial opponent. This season,
lirkelbach caught 42 passes and gained 788 yards in addition to setting a record for the longest pass play

n Mater Dei history.
taff Photo

. Seniors Raymond Goebel and Jason Coughlin lead the team
onto the field before the Reitz game. The twelve seniors on this
rear’s squad played a maijor role in the team’s success by step-

ing up to lead the underclassmen
taff Photo

3. The offensive line sets up to block during the sectional final
jame versus Heritage Hills. Because the linemen do the dirty
vork of blocking, they often don't receive recognition, but they

are an essential part of the team’s success.
Staff Photo

4. Rushing for a school record 7.4 yards per carry, senior Blake
Maurer sprints for another touchdown against Heritage Hills in
he sectional final. After suffering a dislocated shoulder against
North, Maurer recovered to lead his team to an 8-3 record

Photo by: Brittni Herron

5. Junior quarterback Dustin Slaton passes for another of his 181
completions on his way to completing 68% of his passes, which
set a new Mater Dei record. Slaton passed for a total of 2,835
yards and was named to the class 3A All-State team.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

just that much more to make up for it meant a lot
towards the overall morale of the team,” Modesitt
said E

Although injuries and obstacles plagued the
team, the players still found enjoyment in the sport
both on and off the field.

"The Castle game was the most fun because it
felt like | was playing a college game because it
was during the day, and we had a large crowd fo
give it that atmosphere,” junior lineman Danny Mar
tin said

| enjoyed Monday night football at Musgrave's,
Modesitt said.

Though we all have our own favorite memories
of the 2003 season, the players’ favorite events of
the season differ.

| remember when Nathan Miller recovered the
onside kick during the Heritage Hills game because
it was a very controversial call. It was an awesome
moment to be caught up in,” Modesitt recalled

My favorite game of the season was probably
against Harrison. In my opinion, that was our best
team game,” Alcom said

| remember blocking the punt against Memorial
and running it back for a touchdown,” Martin said of
his most memorable moment.

Allin all, Mater Dei's 2003 football season proved
to be successful and enjoyable for both the players
and the fans. Though seniors will be leaving the team
and others will be joining, the 2003 football season
was a season that the boys will always remember.

The twelve seniors became like brothers, and it
was all thanks to just a game,” concludes Modesitt.

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

5. GIBSON SOUTHERN 021
vs. Hewrace Hiits 1421

How They
See it...

Sophomore reserve defensive
end Jeremy Goebel is one of many
fans of Mater Dei's varsity football
team. Goebel viewed this season as
an inspiration for next year.

"It wasn't a disappointment, but
we fell short of our goals and lost to
Heritage Hills in the sectional semifi-
nals. | can tell that the juniors will
definitely step it up next year and we'll
be gunning for Heritage Hills.”

The season was not only good for
the team, but each member got
something different out of the sea-
son and grew in his own way.

“Our final game made me want
to improve much more for next year
and help the team in any way | can.”

Goebel's interest in football was
kindled at an early age because his
brothers played football and partici-
pated in the Mater Dei fradition.

Goebel eventually got his chance
to be part of the great tradition that
his family was part of.

“My role was reserve but during
practice | went out on scrub teams
just fo fry to work hard for the varsity
to improve their game.”

The long practices during the
school year were tough, but nothing
could be harder than the two-a-days
in the hot summer sun. These sum-
mer practices showed the boys’
dedication o the game, all the while
improving their skills.

“The team prepared together,
and we had a lot of hard days back
in July and August that helped us
grow as a team.”

Having seen the team’s game
plans during practices, Goebel
found watching the games entertain-
ing, but would rather be playing.

* was impressed at the stuff that
the varsity put together when we had
big challenges to step up to, but |
would always rather play then watch.”







The 2003 Mater Dei Girls Golf season was one of
e most exciting and enjoyable seasons the team
wseverexperienced. With the retuming players and
eaddition of new members to the team, their sea:
i was filed with victory, humor, and friendship.

One of the greatest aspects of starting a new sea
n is the anticipation of the unknown. For the girls,
isseason especially proved to be different from all
erest

*Being a senior really made this year unique. This
yoson was a lot of fun because | got to go on all
eroad trips,” said senior Hallie Denstorff, who joined
1 team her junior year.

*We all got along so well and had a blast to-
sther,” senior Abby Schmitt explained the team'’s
lose relationship.

“Everyone really took the time and made this sea:
n the best and most enjoyable. We had three
sniors and because of them, | think we had an over-
llgood year,” said sophomore Kasey Render, who
as been golfing since age eleven

Another unique aspect of the season was that
le team scored higher than in years past.

“This was the first golf season that our team ever
ot ribbons. We placed second at city,” com-
iented junior Natalie Wolf

For first-year golfer junior Niki Render, joining the
2am was a smart move. Although inexperienced,
ender leamned the skills of golf rather quickly.

This was my first year playing, so my best score

Senior Hallie Denstorff marks her ball with her initals to
istinguish it from the other golfers’ balls. Denstorff was one

f three seniors who led the golf team to a second place finish
t the city meet and a strong showing at sectionals

taff Photo

Senior Laura Schroeder, a three year veteran of the team,
hips her ball towards the green. This season, Schroeder
lternated at the number one spot with Natalie Wolf and

arned second team All-City honors
hoto by: Jessica Knight

was 55," Render said.

The goals Denstorff set for herself were a plus when
it came tfo scoring.

"At sectionals | wanted fo do a 9 or less on every
hole, and | did it!" Denstorff exclaimed

Not only did the determination of the players help
to end a season successfully, but also the relation:
ships the girls shared with each other helped
strengthen the team.

Our team fit very well fogether. We were like a
puzzle. We would help each other during practice
and also give much needed advice,” Denstorff ex-
plained

If someone had a bad day, everyone would fry
to make them feel befter. Halie would do some-
thing stupid to make me laugh,” Render said.

The preparation before their golf meets is one of
the many favorite memories of the golfers’ season.

“Before meets we would eat food that Kasey's dad
would bring us,” Denstorff says of their pre-meet ritu
als.

Mr. Render always brought us a lot of food and
we pigged outl” Niki Render exclaims. “One time
he brought us cheeseburgers from McDonald's!
Everyone loved that

Through the losses and the strenuous practices,
the excitement and the victories, the experiences
the girls shared created a golf season unlike any
other

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05
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taff Photo

. Pondering over the lie of the ball, senior Abby Schmitt decides which way to aim her ball. Schmitt
as been golfing for three years and had her best performance of the season at the 2003 city meet,

vhere she placed second
taff Photo

How They
See it...

Sophomore Emily Raben was an
extra on the girls golf team and
helped them during practices and
saw their game grow. She wasn't
able to play during the actual games
because of the number of golfers.

“Jaclyn and Susan Muensterman
and | went there and practiced and
the other girls would go out and golf.
Mr. Jewell would come back and
work with us.”

The girls went to each practice to
get better and put in the same effort
the other golfers did.

"I was there to improve my own
game so when the seniors graduate,
the team would have experienced
people.”

Not being able to play in the
meets didn't stop Raben from going
back to practice day after day.

"It took determination to get a bet-
ter score. Everytime you go out, you
want to get a better score than the
last fime.”

Throughout the practices, Raben
has leamed many new things and
was helped by many of the seniors.

“Laura Schroeder, Hallie Denstorff,
and Abby Schmift were good influ-
ences on the team and very skilled.
They watched how | hit and told me
what | was doing wrong.”

Raben also leamed from watch-
ing the other members of the team
that got fo play in the meets.

"It was neat to see how natural the
swing and the game came to them.
Kasey Render had really nice form.
She really knew what she was doing.”

Overall Raben was happy with the
girls” season.

“Some of the meets the girls would
come out on top of three games and
then at some | would hear they didn’t
do as well as expected. But at every
practice they would come out with
good attitudes and work hard fo im-
prove.”




Boys Tennls
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What the boys tennis team lacked in stats they
ade up for in spirits. The 2003 tennis season was
arked with humor, competition, and overall en
jyment

The highlight of the season was by far their 3-2
Fotory over Reitz

*We may not have had the greatest season, but
e beat Reifz, so that's all that matters,” said junior
Lle Neisen, who played doubles with senior team
foptain Todd Wannemuehler

No matter what, senior Phillip Elpers could be
pounted on for a laugh or two. He helped keep the
pams'’ spirits high as the season went on
“We had two colors of shorts, one for home and
e other for away and Phil always wore the wrong
Jolor.” Neisen laughed.

Wannemuehler, a four-year veteran of the tennis

Pam, also noted that every time Phil would employ

is "god-like” serve, it was good for a few laughs.

“Two of these serves hit me in the back of the
lead,” Wannemuehler laughed.

Pre-game and post-game dinners proved fo be
xcellent bonding experiences because the social
fetting allowed the players fo become closer as a
eom and also fo relax after strenuous matches
“We went to Fazoli's once after one of the
Inatches and had a breadstick-eating contest. Pe-
er Pohiman ate thirty breadsticks,” revealed Neisen.
The tight-knit team also bonded through, as
fvannemuehler noted, “the consumption of Mrs.
Clements’ excellent snack goods.

aluable asset and a great leader.
oto by: Ashley Alles

hoto by: Ashley Alles

Photo by: Ashley Alles

feet helped him to win many matches
Photo by: Ashley Alles

Photo by: Ashley Alles

Using all of his energy, senior Kevin Hall serves during a
atch against Castle. Although Hall has been on the tennis
eam for only two years, he has proved himself to be a very

Kyle Kraft anticipates the exact moment to swing his racket
ind connect with the ball. Kraft is a four year member of the
arsity tennis team and one of five seniors on the squad

Reaching for the ball, junior Kyle Neisen volleys the ball
ack to his opponent. After last year's arm injury, Neisen had
great comeback season that helped the entire team

Kevin Hall gives the ball a nice hard whack over the net
scoring on his Castle opponent. Hall's swift moves and fast

5. Senior Todd Wannemuehler smashes a volley during a
match against Castle. Wannemuehler has played both
singles and doubles, so he shared his game experience with
the underclassmen to help them learn and understand the game.

Traveling to matches on the road was another
time for bonding.

We shared in mutual immaturity on our road
trips,” said Wannemuehler

Despite the lighthearted exterior of the team, they
are serious about tennis, and most of the players work
hard fo improve even after the season has ended.

'We began practicing in early August up through
early October,” Neisen says.

Even though the team lost more matches than
they won, many of the players progressed through:
out the season as they got more court experience.

1 got better through the year, but 1 still didn't have
a very good record,” commented Neisen. “We still
practiced together even affer the season ended,
so maybe I'll be befter next year.

One of the team’s youngest varsity players is
sophomore Branden Clements, who will more than
likely become even better as an upperclassmen.

Branden is very good. He's very natural,” says
Neisen

This season, Clements was forced fo step up fo
play the number one singles spot after regional quali
fier Lindsey Wagner graduated. Being a two-year
varsity member has given Clements the experience
needed o provide leadership in the future.

‘When | realized that I'd never experience the
Mater Dei High School tennis tradifion again, | en-
joyed every moment of the season,” Wannemuehler
concluded

Susan Muensterman ‘05
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6. As the jester of the team, senior Philip Elpers is serious on the court during a match. In between

matches and during practices, Elpers can be spotted juggling or making jokes to inspire his team-

mates.
Photo by: Ashley Alles

How They
See it...

Freshman Peter Pohiman re-
ceived the opportunity fo view boys
tennis from inside.

“Being a freshman on the team
meant doing small favors, like cary-
ing water bottles and bagging lug
gage.”

Being a member of the tennis
team not only helped him improve
his skills on the court, but also it was a
good fime and a way to meet new
people.

*l figured out my weaknesses and
tiied to improve them. | pracficed a
lot, but it was fun. | had a great time
playing with everybody. Everyone on
the team was fiiends. | leamed not
to be intimidated to play against a
senior.”

As an insider of the sport, Pohiman
got to see things that perhaps the
casual observer may not have seen.

“Iremeber the Phil shot. Phil Elpers
every once in a while had a really
lucky volley shot that would go lateral
- straight off to the side. No one
could retum it. He had several of
these, they always just come out of
nowhere.”

So what motivates someone to
notonly choose a particular sport, but
to remain motivated?

*| picked tennis because it is what
| liked and what | was good at. |
played before for a while in grade
school and as a kid | took lessons. If 1
didn't keep trying, the upperclass-
men would hurtt me. A couple of
them threatened us, in jest. Some
people got frustrated and they didn’t
play as well, but no one slacked off.”

In every sport, activity, or event
there is usually at least one moment
that stands out for everyone. Some-
times, however one particular mo-
ment cannot be pinpointed.

*| didn’t have on in a game or
anything, nothing significant hap-
pened. It was all good. The whole
season was just an up for me.”
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Determination and Devotion




Sweat dropping off a determined face and the
onstant fluid motion of legs driving fo the finish line
ejusttwo things expected at a cross country meet
awever, it takes a both physically and emotionally
ong person fo be a member of the Mater Dei gils
oss country feam. Not only does it take time and
strong work ethic to succeed, but also a strong
ith in God and in your teammates. Although the
st as a whole may not seem thiilling to fans, each
dividual runner works extremely hard to improve
ad run her best race. Each runner on the team this
30r played a part in creating a memorable sea:
n

"Each person on the team contiibuted hard work
ad determination that made this season the best
% ever been a part of,” senior Katie McKinney said

The runners’ strenuous work and dedication
siped the team end the season with a sixty-eight
) thirly-six record. Not only did the girls end their
gular season on a high note, but they also kept
eir effort up during the postseason, finishing sec
nd in the city, fourth in the SIAC, third in the sec
onal, fifth at regionals and twelfth at semi-state.

“Ithink that the preseason conditioning in the sum-
'er months helped out a lot this year,” said senior
auren Mochau. ‘It got us used fo running in the hot
eather.”

Along with the feam’s success, three-year veteran
icKinney had an outstanding season individually.
s a three-time regional and semi-state qualifier, she

finished her Mater Dei career by placing forty-ninth
at state

"I feel very lucky to have had Katie on my team
the past two years,” says sophomore Kim Spahn.
'Seeing how hard she works and how happy she is
when she wins makes me want to work towards my
goals

Of course, the girls probably wouldn't have been

as successful if it wasn't for the help and commit
ment of their coach, George Moll. Moll not only ad
vised the team on how to succeed and improve
their times, but he provided much needed inspira
tional advice as well

Coach always told us that if we were pleasing to
God, our job was done,” said junior Kathy Goebel

Though prayer and determination were key points
fo the season, the friendship and teamwork of the
runners ultimately helped the team achieve their
goals

We were very close this year,” commented

hau, "more so then the previous years.

Our feam was very supportive,” said Spahn. “We
all believed in each other and never got mad with
someone if they didn't have a good race.

Allin all, the girls overcame their hardships to run
an awesome and successful season. Their defermi
nation and devotion to the Mater Dei cross country
team created strong bonds and a season they won't
soon forget

Shanna Bush ‘04

Coach George Moll explains the route of the course to senior Lauren Mochau before the sectional
ieet. Moll encouraged and inspired his runners by leading them in prayer after every practice and

efore every meet
hoto by: Brittni Herron

. Junior Audrey Goebel and sophomore Katie Scheller high

ve after completing a race. These girls, along with the rest of
ne feam, were always supporting each other and encourag-

g their feammates.
hoto by: Briftni Herron

. Senior Katie McKinney maintains her focus as she sprints
llong the course to the finish line. McKinney defeated her
entral archrival Heather Stembridge to win the regional

rown and went on place 49th in the state meet
hoto by: Brittni Herron

. Kim Spahn, a sophomore runner, gives her all fo stay in
ront of her Reitz and Memorial opponents as they near the
nd of the course. Spahn could always be counted on to

ncourage and cheer on her feammates.
taff Photo

. At the sound of the gun, the girls take off running. At
ractice, the team works on pacing themselves so they have

nough energy fo sprint at the end of the race.
hoto by: Brittni Herron

). Sophomore Katie Scheller keeps a determined face as she
lashes past her challengers at the regional race. Scheller
vas named both All-City and All-SIAC and advanced to semi-

tate competition.
*hoto by: Brittni Herron

Giirls XC

68-36

CENTRAL 21
PiKE CENTRAL 105

Crry 51

SIAC 43

SecrioNaL g2

REGIONAL 54
SemiSTATE 811

How They
See it...

Junior Brittni Herron found herself
involved in a praiseworthy sport, the
cross-country team. This team is
praiseworthy for more than one rea-
son. Not only did Katie McKinney
qualify for state for the second year
in a row, the boys team quailified for
state for the first time in twenty-three
years. Heron gives her perspective
on the team from the inside out.

"I thought it was one of the best
seasons ever because the guys went
to state and the girs did really well
also. It was alot of fun.”

Herron also took on the role of sup-
porting her team and her team-
mates.

“Iwas on the team and everybody
supported each other and everyone
got along with each member of the
feam. You just want them all fo do
well.”

This exemplary season, having
been one of the best in Mater Dei's
history for the cross-country team,
may be due not only to the runners
themselves, but also to the coach for
all his teachings and support.

“Coach Moll really supported us
in our running. We prayed before ev-
ery practice and he was just a really
good coach. We were successful this
season because of our coaches, our
leaders, and our determination.”

After this commendable season,
Herron and the rest of the cross-coun-
try team have to keep up on their
practicing and continue to motivate
and support each other. Losing a
couple of seniors, there will certainly
be room for some of the juniors or un-
derclassmen to step up and fake the
leadership roles of the team next
year.

"We had good leaders on our
team that really went further and set
a good example for us to try and live
up fo.”







The boys cross country team set many records
d accomplished many goals this season. The
fom was the first from Evansville to advance to state
pmpetition in twenty-three years. Thisimprovement
bs been long in the making, but new additions fur
jer complemented the blend of seasoned runners.

“Coming off last year, we knew we would be bet
r with the addition of Scott Koressel, Patrick
[cKinney, and the incoming freshmen,” said junior
hdy Krack. “We knew that in order to advance to
fate, we would have to tighten up our top five.

Koressel proved to be a great addition to an al
ady talented team, placing in both the city and
JAC meets.

*The team acquired several first year runners (in-
uding Patrick McKinney and myself) that strength
Ined the top five lineup,” explained Koressel. “There
as no real off-season for our group of runners be-
lause we started running together the day after the
oys state rack meet. We all became better fiiends

Ind sfronger runners due to the extensive fraining.
he summer workouts really improved our team’s
plent and unity.”
Because most of the team ran together during
he summer, they formed friendships that camied on
to the season and helped their success.

“A team that knows each other and has cama-
bderie has the best chance at doing well,” said Sam

eason record
taff Photo

Fompetition
Photo by: Briftni Herron

en stepped up to fill leadership roles.
hoto By: Brittni Herron

taff Photo

and was able to compete in the state meet.
Staff Photo

6. Andy Krack pushes himself past a Mount Vernon opponent
on his way fo placing second at the Memorial Invitational
Krack earned first team All-City and All-SIAC honors in addition

to qualifying for regionals and semi-state.
Staff Photo

7. Freshman Sean Herron runs his hardest as he approaches
the finish line. Even though he is only a freshman, Herron had
an excellent season and was one of seven runners to compete

in the state meet
Staff Photo

Freshman Jerry Parkinson pins on his number before a
eet. Since the team had only one senior, many underclass-

Scoft Koressel, a junior runner, sprints to widen his lead at
he Memorial Invitational. Although this was Koressel's first
ear running cross country, he won the city and SIAC titles. He
as also named to the All-City and All-SIAC first teams.

Junior Andy Krack prepares for his upcoming race by putting
his spikes in. Although he contracted mononucleosis toward
he end of the season, Krack still had a very successful year

Weber, the team'’s only senior

Because the team will return six of their top seven
runners, next year appears to be looking even
brighter

This team gained a lot of experience at state,
says Weber, who was named Most Improved Run
ner. "Next year the whole team will be back except
forme, so they will be led by three seniors. Now that
everyone has experience at state, they know what
to expect and how to run.

The teammates shared their knowledge to help
each other improve

“Coming into the season, | had no clue what to
expect,” said Koressel. "My best leaming experience
was running with Andy Krack as he helped me to
become a better runner.

The honor of competing with the best of the best
was a defining moment for the team

"Making it to state was the best part of the sea:
son,” said Weber. "It was the best feeling ever being
up on the stage and knowing that we would be com-
peting with the best teams in Indiana

The feeling one gets standing at the starting line
with the best runners in the state, with thousands of
people watching, should be enough for any runner
fo work as hard as they possibly can to get back fo
that same spot,” Krack concluded.

Ashley Alles ‘04

Trying to overcome his Bosse opponent, sophomore Michael Fischer pushes himself to the finish line at the|
Memorial Invitational. The Wildcat runners defeated eight teams at the Invitational on their way to a 89-24

P. 2003 graduate Michael Weil passes on his knowledge to current sophomore runners Dustin Stoltz and
Patrick McKinney. Weil continued to run with the team to help the new runners adjust to high school

How They
See it...

Many people think of the Mullet
boys when they hear of the cross-
country teams. Junior Jeremy
Coomes was one of these mullet
boys and a was a member and
strong supporter of the boys cross-
country team

"We just wanted fo have fun and
show support to the team. Eric
Sammet and | found the mullets at
Wal-Mart and we thought it would be
funny to get them. We went fo all
post season games from sectionals
to state.”

Coomes and Sammet weren't the
only ones to show support to the
team by dressing up. At state there
was a large group of guys that
painted their bodies to show their sup-
port.

"It was me, Eric Sammet, Dustin
Stoltz, Jason Devillez, David Hertel,

Patrick Farmer, Mike Coughlin, and
Philip Fischer. Michael Fuchs went
too but he was too scared to body
paint so he didn't do anything. It was
prefty cold, but we toughed through
it.”

The mullets were very strong sup-
porters and weren't afraid to stand
out.

“Many people looked at us more
then the runners and took pictures of
us and laughed at us. We were so
energetic and it helped to pump
them up.”

Coomes had many memorable
moments and was proud of his team-
mates.

" The best was at Regionals, Katie
got first and advanced and Scott got

second and the boys team got fourth
and advanced.”

Coomes' support and the support
of the other mullets helped the boys
cross-country team advance to state

and have a very memorable year.

“We advanced seven people to
state. | think we had a really good
season”






This season for the girls soccer squad was a chal
knge because it was a year without seniors.
oupled with the loss of All-State player Jenna
bibcock, the team had no returning leadership.
hough faced with this daunting task, the girls pulled
hrough to finish the season with a record of 5-9-3

*We had no real leadership and no one to help
s through disagreements,” said sophomore Jaci
jabcock. “The captains helped, but it wasn't the

pme as having seniors on the team.
| Many MD teams have vast numbers of seniors
hnd thus have good leadership, but the girls soccer
2am is young and stil leaming from the success of
dievious teams.
*This year was basically a rebuilding year for us,
«aid sophomore forward Natalie Fleming
Although they lacked senior leadership, the team
sfil found strength and encouragement in the girls
hat stepped up to play the role of team captain
“Our team captains would push us during prac
‘ices and help us to move past the pain,” said junior
{atie Bames. “They would run with the people who
nad frouble and encourage them to keep going
Junior goalkeeper Michelle Rietman believes that
Ihe captains’ dedication to the team helped im
prove their overall success
“Even though we had no seniors, | feel that our

captains led the team well because they encour
aged us to put forth a good effort,” Rietman said

Although the team had some disagreements, the
girls worked hard to put their differences aside and
learned to play as a team

"On bus rides we would always move around and
sit next to a new person every time,” explained
Rietman. “Everyone got to know a different person
on a more personal level and it helped us to bond
and help each other out on and off the field

This year's squad had no stars, just solid players
who worked fogether to accompilish their goals.

Last year, teams would focus in on Jenna and
have two or three girls stay on her,” said Babcock

This year they were forced tfo stay with all of us.

Though their passion for soccer helped the team
fo be a success, many players believe that the key
fo frue success is friendship with teammates.

The better you get along as a team, the better
you'll work together as a team,” said junior Haley Aus:
fin. "I hope that we can forget about personal prob-
lems and just play for the love of soccer.

Although the feam was young, the effort the play:
ers put into both their game on the field and their
relationships with one another contributed to the
making of a fougher and more experienced team

Ashley Alles '04

1. Sophomore Natalie Fleming uses quick footwork to keep the ball away from her Memorial oppo-
nent. After joining the varsity team as a freshman, Fleming used her experience to help the team in

pressure situations
Staff Photo

2. Running ahead of the competition, Natalie Fleming sprints down the field as she tries to score a
goal. In addition to stepping up fo fill the scoring void left by Jenna Babcock, Fleming was named

second team All-City and All-SIAC
Staff Photo

3. Closely pursued by Harrison players, junior forward Katie Barnes dribbles down the field looking fo
find one of her teammates for an easy goal. Because there were no seniors on the team, Barnes and
the other juniors were forced to step up and lead the underclassmen

Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. Junior goalkeeper Michelle Rietman leaps to make a save against the Memorial Tigers. Riefman
proved to be a very reliable goalie, recording 115 saves and averaging 5.25 shutouts in 1,260 minutes

Staff Photo

5. After stealing the ball from a
Harrison player, sophomore
Leslie Goans dribbles the ball
down the field. Goans was
named fo the All-City team and
represented district 5 in the all-
district games.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

6. Juniors Kristin Schapker and
Allison Mesker congratulate
each other after scoring a goal
in their game against Harrison
As the team captains and
leaders, the juniors helped the
underclassmen work through
their differences to play
together as a team.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

How They
See it...

Although Madison Parkinson was
only a member of the reserve girls
soccer team this season, she felt as
though she were a member of var-
sity herself. Her support of the varsity
team, along with other reserve mem-
bers, helped tfo strengthen the mo-
rale of the overall season.

“They were my friends, and | got
along with everybody.”

When the times were tough and
the girls spirits began to fall, Parkinson
did her best fo encourage the varsity
girls.

“I was a supporter. When they
were fighting | made them get to-
gether, and | made everyone laugh
when they were unhappy.”

Parkinson has always had a love
for soccer, and even through the
rough practices and occasional ar-
guments, she saw the season as suc-
cessful

“It was long and hard because
there were no seniors, but it was
good.”

As amember of the reserve team,
Parkinson felt it was her duty fo help
the varsity team out every opportu-
nity she had.

"| always cheered for the varsity
girls and encouraged them to do
well.”

Experiencing the season firsthand,
Parkinson has leamed a great deal
about playing Mater Dei soccer and
being @ member of a'team

"| leamed from the varsity players
and became a better player this sea-
son.”

Not only has Parkinson’s soccer
skills improved this season, but she
has also grown as a person with the
help of both varsity and reserve soc-
cer team members

"I grew from being shy around
them to becoming their close
friends.”
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A Year Four Years in the Making




Four years ago, the Mater Dei soccer sectional
jhamps were inexperienced boys, many of whom
rew up playing soccer together. These young men
fad a dream in mind, but they never truly realized

st how far that dream would take them

This season was the culmination of their four years
f hard work, which made it different and more en
yable than all the other years.

There were more than two or three leaders,” said
fenior Nick Lannert, "because every senior was a
ader. In the past, we only had two or three seniors,

that's all we had to look up to.

Not only was the feam made up of seventeen
eniors, but every player improved in the offseason

“Every year prior fo this, we lost in the founament
his year we had a goal and united around it,” Reffett
Pommented

Their goal was the primary uniting factor that led

0 their sectional victory.

“Aimost all of us have worked fogether our whole
ives. This year was the completion of what we worked
for since we began,” Reffett said. “We did really well
nd were able to set several feam records and

come away with a well-deserved sectional cham-

pionship. Holding up a trophy that we worked for
and being able to be a part of something this spe-
cial was very memorable

But more important than the senior leadership
the victories, and even the sectional championship,
the boys loved their sport and had a good time

I had the time of my life for four years and that's
all that matters. These guys | grew up with are like
my brothers,” Lannert concluded

The bonding was a major part of what made
themn work so well fogether as a team

'We ate a lot, joked around, had a good time,
and knew what we had to do by the time we walked
through the fence and onto the field,” said Reffett,

The huge fan tumnout also contributed to the great
season because it inspired the players fo work even
harder for their team and school.

Playing in the regional with a big crowd was
amazing,” said senior Lee Schoolfield.

Dedication and teamwork bound the feam fo
gether, and in the end, their hard work proved that
all the time, strenuous practice, and effort they ex-
erted was well worth it

Susan Muensterman ‘05
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Boys Varsity Soccer

£33
vs. VINcENNEs LincoN 40 vs. Froynp CenTrRAL 12 SECTIONALS
vs. MEMORIAL 11 vs. Remz - 41 vs. CENTRAL, - 61

vs. PRINCETON  7-2
vs. M. VERNON 50
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vs.CASTLE 01

1. Senior Michael Pigman extends his leg fo save the ball from going out of bounds during the Mount
Vernon game. The Wildcats defeated their Posey County rival 3-0 in the regular season and 5-0 in

sectionals.
Photo by: Jill Merkel

2. Attacking the goal, senior forward Jake Oliver attempts to score as Central players try desperately to
get back on defense. Oliver was one of seventeen seniors who led the soccer ‘Cats to a 14-3-3 record

Photo by: Katie Scheller

3. Senior Kyle Messersmith, one of the co-captians of the team, corrals the ball and sprints downfield
toward the goal. Messersmith was named to the All-City and All-SIAC first teams in addition to leading

the team in scoring
Photo by: Katie Scheller

4. Leaping fo intercept the ball, senior Kyle Messersmith out jumps his Central opponent on the way to
leading the Cats to a 5-0 victory. The team later beat the Bears 6-1 during the first round of sectionals

Photo by: Katie Scheller

5. Four year varsity member Andy Barchet lunges to save the ball from going out of bounds. Barchet, a
senior, was a very aggressive and valuable member of the team because of his willingness to give his all

every time he stepped on the field
Photo by: Jill Merkel

6. The team slaps hands with its great fan base after defeating Mt. Vernon 5-0 in the final sectional

game. Having the bleachers packed with cheering fans boosted the team’s spirit and helped them go far

in the tournament.
Photo by: Jill Merkel

How They
See it...

Branden Clements was a first-
class supporter of the boys soccer
feam, and knew just as much about
it as the team members themselves.
Both of Branden'’s brothers played for
the team, letting Branden have a bit
of a more insiders look on the team
and the season.

“Both of my brothers played on the
team, and the games in general are
always fun fo watch. | thought it was
really exciting and they were really
competitive with some of the top
teams in the city.”

Clements not only enjoyed watch-
ing the team, but he also whole-
heartedly supported the team and
his brothers.

‘It gave me a chance to be
around some of my friends on the JV
soccer team.”

Clements was not the only sup-
porter of the team. At every game
the stands were crowded with par-
ents and sfudents.

“Anyone that came and cheered
for the team helped.”

Clements viewed the team as
hard-working, determined, and hav-
ing a good combination of skill and
attitude.

he team was really determined
and geared to winning sectionals
They all worked well fogether.”

As in most seasons, there is always
a particular moment that sticks out
in the minds of the observers.

"When Joe Schenk scored the
game-tying shot against Memorial.
It was a really awesome shot be-
cause it was behind the eighteen.”

Clements and the rest of the soc-
cer supporters viewed the season
and the team as one of the best in
years. Losing seventeen seniors,
there will certainly be room for under-
classmen to step up and take over
the leadership roles.




How They
See it...

Senior Jennifer Carter, nicknamed
Bob, is the Mater Dei girls basketoall
team manager. She has been
through all the ups and downs of four
seasons, but this one was unique.

“This season was different than
past years because we had a senior
dominated team, and we didn’t
have the usual ‘star go to player that
we've had in the past. Each night a
different senior stepped up to lead
the team; they didn’t have to look to
one person for leadership.”

The season, however, had its low
points as well as its high points.

“This year | missed the ‘set know-
ing that you will win a sectional fitle.”
Playing in 3A is a lot different than
oA

The most important moments of
the season are clearin Carter's mind

"The defining moment of the sea-
son was when we beat Vincennes Lin-
colnbecause after struggling fo beat
them for three years, we overcame
the odds and beat them. When the
junior varsity beat Henderson County,
it felf like we had won sectionals.”

Throughout the season, the play-
ers' hard work and teamwork showed
the overall skill of the team.

"When we went fo three overtimes
against South Spencer, it enabled the
coaching staff fo see the team'’s
character. Even though we lost, | was
so proud of the leadership of the se-
niors. Even on the bench, they never
stopped yelling. It amazed me that
we never stopped. That was a war.”

Carter's four-year run as manager
has left her with life-long memories.

"Il take the love of the players
from the senior class with me. | hope
that Il never forget what they gave

me this season. They taught me that
no matter what happens and how
people look at you, you are always
capable of reaching the next level.”

With twelve capable and talented players on the
roster, vying for playing time can become compli-
cated and controversial.

“We had eight seniors, and every one of them
was totally and completely different. Splitting up the
playing time was difficult and at times, hard feelings
arose,” says junior Jessica Dick.

But the team left their hostile feelings off the court
when the time came to play.

“The season was a roller coaster ride. Some days
were up, and others were down. But we would play
as a team, and leave any differences at the gym
door,” says senior Kristin Kissel

The team, many of whom have been playing to-
gether since grade school, began the year with new
traditions, one of which was wearing red arm bands.

“The red arm bands were worn all season in
memory of John Roberts, Katie Roberts’ dad,” says
senior Abby Schmitt. "He was the St. Philip girls coach
just about every year many of us girls played there.”

During the game against Harrison, Katie Roberts
reached a pinnacle moment in her basketoall ca-
reer, achieving her 500th rebound. For other feam-
mates, however, the little things were what made
the season memorable

"We sang on bus trips to random songs like
Grease. Somebody would start it, and everybody
would join in and sing along,” says Dick.

vs. NorrH POsEY 54-46
vs. Henperson Co." | g3.59
Vs. JASPER  46-59
vs. HARRISON . 7158

SIAC ToURNAMENT
vs. CASTLE " 4582
vs. HARRISON  62-44

Playing varsity basketoall, for others, is an ochiewj
ment in ifself.

“The first time | heard my name announced wag
special because it sunk in that | had accomplished
my goal of playing varsity,” senior Ashley Alles says;

The team also had a supportive fan base. Many
of the junior and senior guys showed their suppof
for the girls by scrimmaging them in practice and!
imitating the future feams the girls would play.

"We had the best crowd of students ever thankg
to a group of senior guys we call ‘the bomb squad,
laughs Kissel

Senior Night was yet another crowning moment
for the team. The seniors were honored by thes
coaching staff along with teammates.

"It's a great feeling fo win our last game on oug
home court,” says Schmitt

Although the team didn’'t make it as far as theyl
would've liked, the players agree that the joumney:
was well worth the work.

“The second after we lost in sectionals, | was kind
of in shock because | couldn't believe it was all over,®
says Alles. I didn't want to believe that the best five
months of my life were over and that I'd never get fo

play basketball with my teammates again. | couldn’:
have wished for better teammates to share my se-
nior season with.”

Susan Muensterman ‘05

1. Junior Audrey Goebel goes up strong for a layup!
during the Mt. Vernon game of Sectionals. Playing
for her third year on the varsity team, Goebel was
a tremendous defensive machine, averaging 3.3
steals per game

Photo by: Briftni Herron

2. Sophomore Tiffany Payton protects the ball from
a Mt. Vernon defender. As an underclassman,
Payton made her mark as the second leading
scorer on the team, averaging 9.3 points per
game

Photo by: Brittni Herron

3. Junior Jessica Dick shoots against the state-
ranked Castle Knights. As one of the two junior
starters this season, Dick averaged 2.3 rebounds
per game

Staff Photo

4. Senior Jessica Knight stands strong against a
Southridge defender. Knight won the Kiwanis
Award for her falent in basketball and her overall
attitude.

Staff Photo

5. Senior Kristin Kissel skillfully defends against a
Mt. Vernon opponent. Kissel averaged 1.8 deflec-
fions per game and was an important asset to the
team. Photo by: Briftni Herron

6. Looking for an open teammate, senior Katie
Roberts dribbles the ball down the court. Roberts
led the team in both scoring and rebounds and
pulled down 25 percent of the team’s defensive
rebounds.

Staff Photo






How They
See it...

As a first year varsity member of
the basketball team, senior Lee
Schoolfield had a unique look at their
championship season.

After playing as a freshman
Schoolfield got cut the next two years.
However, he wasn't discouraged and
decided to try out as a senior.

*l wanted fo be on the team be-
cause | love basketball and | didn't
want to regret not frying out. At the
beginning of the season Coach
Goebel told me that | wouldn't be
able fo play much. | stayed because
| just wanted to be part of the team.”

Because of Schooffield's determi-
nation and perseverance, he was a
favorite among the crowds. Many
times the students would encourage
him by chanting "We want Lee!”

“Everyone knew that | was part of

e team and | appreciated the
cheers because | know they appre-
ciated what | did and how | worked
in practice. At the assembly after
state, | was the last senior announced
and | got a standing ovation. | felt
that Zach and Halbig should have
gotten the ovation because they
were the leaders.”

Although Schoolfield did not play
a lot, he knew his role on the team
and was happy to make sacrifices.

"My job as the ‘ninth man’ is to
come in and give someone time to
rest while frying to not cause tum-
overs. Nobody thought we would
make it as far as we did. My most
memorable moment was going to
the line at state. The last shots of my
life were exciting and nerve wrack-
ing. |thought | airballed the first shot
because of the crowd, but | made
them both.”

Overall, Schooffield had the time
of his life.

“The season was unforgettable,
and | leamned that if | really want to
do something to not give up.”

If someone had fold the boys basketball team at
the beginning of the season that they would win
state, none of the players would have believed it.

*| don't think anyone thought we would win,” says
junior guard Craig Maier, “but it was one of our goals.”

To achieve their ultimate goal, the team had to
first go through three ranked feams in the post sea-
son, starting with the fifth ranked Heritage Hills Patri-
ofts. The Wildcats, who lost fo the Patriots in the regu-
lar season, ended the Patriofs’ sectional run in the
second round by three points in a tight battie.

"l always thought that if we could get out of our
tough sectional, we could win state. However, | had
doubts when we got beat by both Memorial and
Heritage Hills on back to back nights earlier in the
season,” says senior Matt Halbig

The team faced their most daunting task of the
season in fourth ranked Vincennes Lincoln in the sec-
ond game of regionals. The game was even more
difficult because MD's crowd was outnumbered al-
most three to one. However, the 'Cats stayed tough
and sow semi-state within their grasp when Craig
Maier was fouled with under ten seconds fo play.

| felt confident when | went to the line because |
knew if | wasn't, | wouldn't hit the shots. When | got
the ball I did my usual free throw routine,” says Maier.
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“When my second free throw went in, | knew we were!
going to win and it was awesome hearing their crowd
go from screaming to speechless.”

After defeating the defending state champion;
Chatard at semi-state, the boys headed fo Indy fo
face seventh-ranked Bellmont.

"I think we were all a litfle nervous the week be-
fore the championship,” adds Halbig. “But we prac-
ticed hard and watched film and read scouting re-
ports on Bellmont. Coach Goebel did an excellent;
job of preparing us defensively for Bellmont.”

The Mater Dei crowd filled Conseco Fieldhouse
to cheer the ‘Cats to victory. After a tight first quar-
fer, the tfeam outscored Bellmont 19-6 in the sec-
ond quarter to increase their lead to 17 points at
halftime. Helped by a 31-23 rebounding advan-
tage and 53% shooting from the field, the team:
never looked back to win 63-45

‘It felt great knocking off all three ranked teams:
because we were never the favorite and we proved
to be the best by bringing back the rings,” concludes
Halbig. “This season could only be described as un-
believable. It had its ups and downs, but when it
came fo the end of the season we pulled it together
to play as a team and won the ultimate goal.”

Ashley Alles '04

1. Junior Drew Alcorn closely defends
his Bellmont opponent as he prevents
him from passing or shooting the ball
during the state final game. Alcorn
was a major asset to the team, averag-
ing 4.0 points a game.
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2. Breaking through the Bellmont
defense, senior Matt Halbig makes his
way to the basket for the shot. Halbig
was the leading scorer for the team,
scoring 438 points throughout the
season.

Staff Photo

3. Junior Wacey Hall hangs on the rim
for @ moment after one of his famous
slam dunks. Hall really got the crowd
going when he dunked on the other
team. Hall was the second leading
scorer, with 399 points during the
season

Photo by: Alex Jost

4. Going for the rebound, senior Matt
Halbig and junior Wacey Hall push past
the other team to get the ball. Halbig
and Hall were also the two leading
rebounders with 218 and 202 re-
bounds, respectively.

Staff Photo

5. Sophomore Kelly Muensterman
holds tight to the ball as the other team
fries fo steal it. Muensterman was one
of the best shooters on the team, with a
51.9% average. Staff Photo
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How They
See it...

“One word to describe the season
would be competitive,” says junior
swimmer Jenny Padavic. “Alotof the
teams were on the same level, and
we had to work hard to pull out a win.
All the meets were really close, only
a couple of points difference. Every-
thing we did mattered, every win was
important.”

Padavic knows the pressure to win.

"l was the 400 free relay fourth
swimmer. The fourth swimmer is usu-
ally the person they can count on to
bring on a win or keep a lead. It is
pretty hard because everyone puts
their best swimmer in fourth. Once |
divein, I know | am up against some
really good competitors.”

Padavic, a three-year team
member, realizes how feamwork and
improvement goes hand in hand.

“We all kept each other pepped
up, but our coach really kept us to-
gether. He did our cheer in the be-
ginning and led our prayer.”

As a freshman, Padavic had an
older sister on the team for her fo look
up to. This year, her sister, Melissa, a
freshman, was given the same op-
portunity.

“I hope | was a leader. It was dif-
ferent with a younger sister. Instead
of looking up to an older sister, | was
the one looked up to. Ihad fo be a
role model in and out of the pool. In
the pool, Ihad to push others to work
as hard as they can. Outside, stay-
ing ‘close with my sister and making
sure that | understood the problems
and concerns of the freshmen.”

This year, Padavic set a time of
12:58 in the breast stroke, allowing
her to break the Mater Dei record.

“I hope that Melissa feels she has
more of an edge with me. | would
hope she doesn't feel bad about
beating my record. In fact, it would
be cool. | don'twant her o be scared
to break it and

The girls swimming season is one of great im-
provements, memorable moments, laughs, and
overall fun times. With the success of this season,
the girls show no signs of lefting up in the future.

"I thought the season was great,” says senior
Brandy Sparks. “We had a lot of fun and did very
well in the city, SIAC, and sectional meets.

Swimming takes a lot of time and involves a lot of
hard work. To avoid complications during the sea-
son, the girls have pre-season conditioning prac-
tices, which involve swimming and lifting weights

*I swim the backstroke every meet, and | worked
out to get my muscles strong so | didn't have injuries
later,” adds Sparks.

The injuries were a prime concemn for the girls at
the beginning of the season, but they still performed
remarkably well, even when not at their best

"At the beginning of the year, many of the swim-
mers had to sit out with shoulder problems. But we
worked through it and came back strong,” says jun-
ior Christina Morrow.

The meets are sometimes siow moving, but most
are infense, and the time passes quickly. The team
arives at the meets two hours early fo prepare and

strategize, which requires a considerable amount of

devotion that is shown throughout the season.

The meets are very nerve-racking. We always!
get nenvous before we swim,” says Sparks

However, the girls on the team find ways of calme !
ing themselves, from laughing to just goofing around;
With the meets provoking the girls” nerves, it is nice:
for them to take a breather.

“We all have inside jokes, and the seniors make i
a lot of fun by just goofing around,” says Morrow. |

With only fwo seniors on the team, the underclasss
men have fo step up to fill varsity posifions. The un-
derclassmen, displaying great heart throughout the:
entire season, not only tumn the hard work into fun,;
but also make their successes more worthwhile.

“The underclassmen are so much fun. They work§
hard and have a lot of potential,” adds Morrow.

The underclassmen aren't the only ones who steps
up during the season. With the juniors providing fiés
mendous help and support of the team this season, ’

they will be the leaders of the feam next year. Al
the hard work and dedication put forth will pay off:
The upperclassmen are a lot of fun, too. We all
were especially close, and I'm sure theyll be great
leaders next year,” says Sparks.
Brittni Herron '05
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1. Second team All City 200 free style relay member Jenny Padavic swims her last lap trying fo break
yet another record. Padavic, a junior, was also a member of the first team All City in the 100 breast-

stroke and second team All SIAC
Photo by: Stephanie Seibert

2. Four-year member and co-captain of the swim team senior Brandy Sparks holds up the lap marker
for one of her teammates. As co-captain, Sparks was a good motivator in helping her team succeed

Photo by: Kendra Scheller

3. Sophomore Genna Ramsbey completes her first dive at the Clty meet. Ramsbey, a two-year
member of the swim team, was one of two divers on the swim team this season

Photo By: Kendra Scheller

4. Record breaking juniors Katie Zenthoefer and Jenny Padavic calm their nerves by goofing off in the
pool before a meet. Zenthoefer, a three year member of the team, made first team All City in the 200
and 500 freestyles. She also set the record for the 500 freestyle with a time of 6:04.15

Photo by: Kendra Scheller

5. Junior Jenny Padavic, swimming in her best event, breaks the breaststroke record with the fime of
1:12.78. Padavic's sister freshman, Mallory Padavic, also swims in the 100 breaststroke and was a

member of the second team Al City
Photo by: Kendra Scheller

6. Senior co-captain Brandy Sparks competes in the backstroke event. The team’s other co-captain,
senior Hallie Denstorff, also a four year member of the team, helped the team through motivation
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Teamwork Heals Early Injuries
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How They
See it...

Sophomore swimmer Lucas
Nelson worked tirelessly with his team-
mates this season to help create a
memorable swimming season.

“"Besides our 2-11 record, it was
great. We improved greatly from last
year. Three-fourths of the records
were broken, everyone really swam
hard, and it showed.”

Before competitions, the swim-
mers prepared by themselves, but
also together as a team.

“We always had a prayer and did
some cheers to get fired up. We
each kind of prepared in our own
way.

Though the season was not all fun

and games, Nelson enjoyed being
part of the feam.

"l liked everything: the competi-
tion, the practices with our coaches,
the bus rides, all of it. Our team is like
brothers, and it's great. | think swim-
ming against better feams helped us
improve, too. We fried as hard as we
could and never gave up.”

The boys helped each other im-
prove during the season.

*We tried fo give suggestions to
each other about their strokes. If they
lost a tough race, we were there fo

With his dedication and love of the
sport, Nelson succeeded in making
an unforgeftable swimming season.

"My most memorable moment is
when | won the Consoles of the 100
back, finishing seventh. | beat my
besttime and set arecord, foo. Iwas
seeded ninth, but | pulled out the
win.”

Through the season, Nelson not
only improved in swimming, but he
also learned that practice does
make perfect.

“lleam something each practice.
Each practice my stroke becomes
better. Each new thing learned
helps, even if it's just a little.”

“This year's swinmnming season was a lot of fun. We
began practicing at our new facility and we had a
blast,” sophomore Mark Modesitt says.

The boys swim their hardest every day at a new
practice location on Mulberry Street.

‘We practice at Impact Ministries for two hours
Monday through Wednesday, and for one and a
half hours on Thursday and Friday,” sophomore
Branden Clements says.

Although practicing hours daily could be strain-
ing, the boys still enjoy the work it takes fo achieve
their goails.

“The practices are hard but fun,” Clements ex-
plains.

While practice does make perfect, success would
have been hard to come by without the help of
good coaching

"Our new coach Brad Gilbert made our season a
success because he, along with Robert Thomas,
helped us improve,” Modesitt says

The swimmers also assist in furthering the ad-
vancement of their own team.

"I think Callvin, Branden, and Luke all aided in the:
success of the team,” sophomore Adam Lambert
says

With the help of fellow teammates, the swimmers

found incentive to swim their hardest.

"When everyone fries his best, it motivates any
encourages our other teammates,” Clements sayss

Modesitt agrees with the importance of teamen:
thusiasm

"We encourage each other to do befter and to
compete at a higher opfimum level,” Modesift says)

Other factors also contribute to an enjoyable
swimming season for the boys.

"l like the camaraderie of the team, although wes
don't have any real leadership,” Modesitt says.

On the other hand, Clements finds the swim
meets most gratifying.

*l like competing. The meets are the best. | feel
good when | race and give it my all,” Clements says:

The meets aren't the only fun part of the season;
however.

“The bus rides fo and from the meets are the best
part,” Lambert said

Though the swimming season was a combina-
fion of hard work and play, for the boys, the season
was unforgettable. With the enthusiasm and encour-
agement from their feammates and the devotion
and aid of their coaches, the boys swam their way
fo the top

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05
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1. Sophomores Branden Clements, Calvin Clements, and Lucas Nelson cheer on their team at a
meet at Lloyd Pool. Branden Clements participated in the 200 medley relay, the 100 fly, the 100

breaststroke, and the 400 freestyle relay this season.

Photo by: Kendra Scheller

2. Sophomore Nick Farney races fo the end of the pool during a meet. Farney was one of the six
sophomores who helped the team grow. As a team, the boys swam three to four miles of laps every

night to help improve their times.
Photo by: Kendra Scheller

3. Ryan Marx, a sophomore, dives into the pool as fellow teammate sophomore Mark Modesitt
finishes his leg of the 200 mefer freestyle relay. Practices at Impact Ministries included races between

fteammates to incorporate fun
Photo by: Kendra Scheller

4. Sophomore Lucas Nelson competes in the backstroke during the City Meet at Lioyd Pool. During
the season Nelson improved his backstroke by lifting weights to add toughness

Photo by: Kendra Scheller

5. Lucas Nelson races backstroke during the City Meet at Lloyd pool. Nelson, who has swam
backstroke since childhood, competed in the 200 individual medley, the 100 backstroke, and two

relays
Photo by: Stephanie Seibert
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How They
See it...

Participating on the Mater Dei girls
bowling team is a great way to have
fun while improving the bowling tech-
nique. For senior Jill Merkel, joining the
bowling team is a decision she is
happy she made.

*| decided to join the bowling
team my senior year because | heard
itwas fun and a lot of guys in my class
were on the feam also. Anna Flake
and | were the only two senior girls on
the team, but it was sill a lot of fun.”

Since the only two seniors were
both first-time bowlers, the roles
seemed fo be switched because
they got to leam from the younger
members of the team.

“All the girls were really nice and
were wiling to show us ways fo im-
prove our game. | got to know
people that | wouldn't have otherwise
gotten to know.”

The coach was also a big help fo
the girls in improving their game.

"Mr. Stephens and Mr. Dippel were
very helpful. They were at every prac-
tice and every meet and they offered
alot of advice fo help us improve.”

Although the girls team didn’t end
up with an outstanding record, it was
aleaming experience for all that were
involved.

"l didn't even care when we didn't
win the meets. For the most part, we
knew we wouldn't win so it was more
about having fun. It felt good though
when | beat the girl that | was against
individually.”

The bowling tfeam is a great thing
fo join for someone who wants to be
apartof ateam, butis busy with other
activities.

"I work and participate in other
activities, but bowling didn't interfere
with any of those because the sched-
ule wasn't really intense.”

For Merkel and the rest of the girls,
it was overall a good season and
most will refurn next year.

The girls bowling team struggled and didn't have
the best season, but it didn't show in their affitude
The girls were cheerful in both victory and defeat.
This season was full of good times, inferesting memo-
fies, and great improverment.

“The season was wonderful,” says freshman
Emma Stephens. "We all had so much fun even if
we didnt get the averages that we wanted or win
many games.”

The bowling team practiced once a week at
Frankiin Lanes.  Practice helped the team fremen-
dously and gave them more one on one time with
the coaches. The coaches were always ready and
willing to help and offer advice on what they felt the
girls needed to work on.

“Practices were really laid back and a lot of fun
Mr. Dippel and Mr. Stephens helped us learn how to
bowl much better,” says senior Anna Flake.

The girls bowling team consisted of a small num-
ber of girls, so everyone had to step up. It's hard to
pick out someone who stood out as the leader. All
the girls contributed to the team and did their part
along the way to make the season better.

'We were all leaders and worked hard fogether
as a team,” says junior Aimee Fischer.

The meets, which were usually only once a wee,
like practices, were also laid back and very enjoy-
able for the girs.

“Bowling meets are organized with having five
people on each feam and each person bowling
against the person in the same position on the other
team. The highest score between the two gets the
point. So, individually you want to score higher than
the person you are against, but in the end itis a team
score,” says Flake.

Having been on the team before, many of the
upperclassmen stepped up and helped to show the
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new bowlers how the meets were organized and!
what they consisted of.

“The upperclassmen were great. They didn't freat
me like a freshman and everyone got along great,”
says Stephens. |

While the bowlers at Mater Dei worked hard dur-
ing practices to improve their game, the girls still knew:
how to have a good time and enjoy the season.

"l enjoyed bowling because | think out of every-
one in the league, we had the most fun,” adds jun-
ior Lauren Muensterman.

Being able fo have fun is a great reason to par-
ticipate on the bowling team, but there are also the!
serious moments that create everlasting memories.

My greatest memory was when | got a turkey
(three stiikes in a row) at City during the Baker's game,
recalls Fischer

The gils bowling feam was really close through-

out the entire season. All the girls got along well and!
encouraged each other during the season. Most of }
them look forward fo coming back next year to yet 3
another season of fun and enjoyment.

“It was so much fun,” says Stephens. "I can't wait
fill next year.”

Brittni Herron 05

1. Freshman Emma Stephens releases the ball
during one of their weekly practices. Perfecting
releases and follow throughs was one of the
main things the team focused on during
practices.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

2. Checking their scores on the monitor, junior
Hannah Johnson and freshman Emma
Stephens see what they have to bowl in the next
frame in order to achieve the score they want.
Because of the teams combined effort and hard
work, the girls improved greatly over the
season.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

3. Junior Lauren Muensterman prepares her
release as she bowls a frame during practice.
This is Muensterman'’s third year participating
on the girls bowling team.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. Following through after her bowl, junior
Lauren Muensterman waits fo see how she
bowled. Muensterman was one of the key
players on the team along with a leading
scorer.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

5. Freshman Emma Stephens along with her
father, the girls bowling coach, checks the
lineup for the meet. They had to check to see
which girls were bowling when in order to plug
them into the screen

Photo by: Brittni Herron






How They
See it...

The bowling team is a relatively
new sport at Mater Dei and is still
building ground and working its way
up. For senior Jon Fehrenbacher,
bowling is a way fo be involved while
having fun.

*| quit basketball and | work, but |
didn’t want to be working my whole
senior year and | wanted something
else to do.”

Although bowling may not be
taken as seriously as other sports
around Mater Dei, they still have to
practice and it can be challenging.

“Bowling was a challenge be-
cause we weren't very good and we
didn’t practice as much as the other
feams. We practiced once a week
at Franklin Lanes whereas most oth-
ers practiced every day.”

Participating on the bowling
feam, like any other commitments,
has high points and low points.

"It didn't take foo much time be-
cause it was only one meet and one
practice a week. It was expensive
because we had to pay $7 for prac-
fices, but meefs were free.”

The boys coach, Mr. Joe Dippel,
deserves a lot of credit for the suc-
cess and building of the team. He
went fo all the practices and had
meetings during activity periods.

*I was really bad at first. | would
average a 99 game, but by the end
of the season | was averaging 170
because | began to curve it instead
of a straight ball. | see a future for
bowling because Mr. Dippel is wiling
to give up his time and teach others
how to bowl.”

Taking part in the bowling feam
has been a leaming experience for
Fehrenbacher and the rest of the
boys who participated.

"I gained more respect for bowlers
now. Iwatch it on v more because |
can see how hard it is and it takes a
lot more time fo get a shot down.”

Most sports at Mater Dei are taken very seriously
by the athletes who compete, especially when it
comes fo winning and losing. However, one of MD's
newest sports, boys bowling, is played mostly for
enjoyment and for the members to improve. The
relaxed and lighthearted environment is what makes
bowling enticing for many of the members.

“"Meets are fun because most of the other teams
take bowling pretty seriously, but we usually don't,”
says senior Tommy Cervone.

Others members of the team decide to partici-
pate in bowling because it gives them something fo
do with their spare time. The bowling team doesn't
take up as much time as other sports at Mater Dei,
so even if the boys hold a job or are involved in other
things, they can sfill find time in their schedules to
bowl.

"I decided to join because | got cut from the
basketball team and | thought bowling would be
fun,” comments senior Alex Blazier. “I's been every-
thing | thought it would be and more. The team re-
ally didn't care about all the losses because we were
there to have fun and everyone else was taking things
very seriously.”

The actual bowling competition takes place dur-
ing meets, which are broken down into individual
matches. The meets are held once a week at vari-
ous bowling alleys around the city.

“"Seven people actually go to the meet and five
participate in each match,” explains Blazier. “The
wo people with the lowest scores from the first match
sit out the second match. You get a point for every
sole victory against your opponent and you get five
points if @ majority wins out of the five.”

Bowling practice is also not typical of other sports
teams because it takes place off of Mater Dei's cam-
pus and members must pay every time they prac-
fice. The boys must also drive themselves fo the
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majority of their meets, except for once when they
took a bus fo a meet in Boonville.

"We practice on Tuesdays during the season afy(
fer school,” says Cervone. "We bowl a series (thr
games) and then Mr. Dippel, our coach, picks thet
top five averages plus two substitutes to bowl in m:
week's meet.”

Although the feam struggled for the better px
of the season, things picked up when they got th
first victory against North.

“The best part of the season was when we finall
won a meet against North,” says Cervone. It was
our last meet before sectionals and it was good ft
get awin.”

Some bowlers will remember individual achieve
ments as the best part of the year.

“The highlight of this year for me was when | bed
Chris Seyffarth from Mount Vemon,” remarks Blaziel
a two-year member of the bowling team. “He wal
leading the league in average when | beat him.”

Although the year was not an outstanding oné
record wise, for the members of the team it was on
awesome season and they will never forget the funk
they had and the memories they made on the boys
bowling team. !

Ashley Alles ‘04

1. Senior Eric Reffett, a three-year member of
the boys bowling team, checks out his score on
the monitor. The team practiced at Franklin |
Lanes weekly and also had some meets there.
The boys scores improved over the season
Photo by: Katie Scheller

2. Senior Kevin Hall throws his hands up in
excitement after throwing a strike. The guys
worked hard and were proud when they threw
strikes and had good scores.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

3. Getting ready to release the ball, senior |
Jeremy Gries maintains good form as he hopes
for a strike. Form was a main thing that coach
Mr. Joe Dippel worked on with the players.
During activity periods during school, Dippel
often took the team into the gym to study videos
on form

Photo by: Brittney Kerchief

4. Helping freshman Ryan Musgrave with his
swing, senior Eric Reffett coaches him through
the motions. Reffett and the other seniors were
excellent leaders to the younger members of
the team. Photo by: Katie Scheller

5. Senior Kevin Hall follows through after
releasing the ball at a meet at Franklin Lanes
Following through on the swing is key to a good
bowl

Photo by: Katie Scheller




P B _ K"
Just for the Fun of It




How They
See it...

Although freshman Chris Emmert
is not a wrestler, he has found his
place among the wrestiers by be-
coming the team manager.

"My grandfather told me that |
should manage football before |
could play football, so when | found
out| could play football, | didn't have
to manage it, so instead | manage
the wrestiing team.”

Not many freshman have the guts
o take on an important position like
this, but Emmert seized the opportu-
nity as a result of his own initiative.

"I came and asked Coach
Goebel towards the end of football
season, and he said that | might have
to share the job at first, but Iater | was
told I had the job.”

It was a lot to learn at first for
Emmert, but it became familiar terri-
fory for him as the season went on.

“There was allittie bit of a demand
to get things ready in the beginning,
but | got the hang of it after a couple
of weeks. | leamed more of the tech-
nical stuff first, like how far the trash
can was supposed to be from the
mat or how far the official’s table was
supposed to be from the mat.”

Emmert has many responsibilities
as wrestling team manager.

"I get uniforms ready, equipment,
make sure everything is washed and
organized and everyone has what
they need.”

The job is definitely not always
easy for Emmert, but he admits that
it is a leaming process for him.

“Sometimes it's hard because I'm
not at their level because I'm not a
wrestler, and | don't know quite as
much as they do.”

As for the end of an otherwise suc-
cessful season, Emmert feels the
same as many other wrestiers.

‘It was a bit disappointing.
thought we could do it in the end,
but it just didn't tum our way.*

Mater Dei wrestling is a tradition well-known for its
success throughout the state of Indiana. This years
season was one of both great success and unfore-
seen heartache. After winning nine state fities in a row,
the streak ended during the team state semifinals
against Portage.

This year's season, by any teams’ standards, would
be rated an unqualified success; but the end resutt
did not meet our goals and expectations,” says head
coach Mike Goebel

The coaches and the team knew from the begin-
ning that the season would be tough. Lawrence North
and Portage were both ranked highly in the state, and
Mater Dei knew it would be a challenge for the titie.

Although the team as a whole was not victorious,
certain individuals were. Junior Joe Lehman placed
sixth at 140 Ibs., senior Joe Hillenbrand placed fifth at
125 Ibs., junior Matt Coughlin won the state titie at 152
Ibs., and senior Blake Maurer captured the state fitie
for the fourth year in a row at 171 Ibs.

‘After winning state, | felt like | could smile forever. |
wanted fo be a 4x state champ since grade school,
and all the time | put in and all the sacrifices | made
finally paid off,” says Maurer

As for Coughlin, capturing the state title was a dream
he had come close to the two years before, but
watched slip away in the last seconds

"Winning state felt amazing, and it was probabl
the best feeling. Of course the hard work was worlf
being awarded with a state titie,” explains Coughlin,

For the rest of the team, it wasn't all about winning
state titles; some just wanted to hold their positions of
varsity and prove that they had earned it.

“| approached this year differently only because
was my first year on varsity, and | wanted to stay of
varsity so | worked harder,” says 189 Ibs. senidf
Raymond Goebel

Others along with Raymond also felt the pressures
of maintaining their positions on varsity.

*| felt more pressure to do better overall becausd
people could wonder why someone else wasn't odf
there. Every time | stepped on the mat, it could be mj
lost,” says senior Andy Barchet, who wrestied off an
on at145 Ibs.

Even though the team'’s season ended with unex
pected disappointment, the season was not a failuref

No championship has ever been given to Matel
Dei, every itie over the years has been eamed. Maybél
that realization will be better understood and help u§
become better. | must emphasize again that fun and|
success, and the thrill of competing in front of the Matef

Dei crowds far outweighs the sadness over our loss
We will be back,” Coach Goebel declares,
Jill Merkel ‘04 and Brittni Herron ‘05

1. On his way fo an undefeated season, junior Matt Coughlin uses a reverse half nelson to pin his
opponent at individual state. Coughlin went on to win the 152 Ib. state championship and led the

team in pins with 22. Photo by: Katie Scheller

2. After throwing his opponent in a lateral drop, 140 Ib. junior Joe Lehman struggles to stay on top
during team semi-state competiton. After compiling a 39-5 record and placing sixth in his first ap-
pearance at state, Lehman was named one of Mater Dei's most improved wrestlers.

Photo by: Emily Raben

3. In his semifinal match at individual state, senior Blake Maurer turns Hamilton Southeastern’s Patrick
Turner with a turk. Maurer ended his high school career with a 187-2 record and became the sixth
four-time state champion in Indiana history. Photo by: Katie Scheller

4. After scrambling from the whizzer position, senior Bryan Williams finds himself awkwardly trying to
defeat Mike Lecuta, a state placer from Portage. After battling injuries for most of the season, Williams
came back to wrestle at 119 Ibs. during the state tournament. Photo by: Katie Scheller

5. Struggling to hold his opponent down with a headlock, senior Brian Bittner waits for the ref to call
his pin. This year Bittner moved up a weight class fo successfully wrestle at 112 Ibs. after wrestling at
103 Ibs. for the past two years. Photo by: Emily Raben
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Racing to Glory
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The girs rack team is a sport that many people
1te involved in for various reasons. Although there
e not many senior girls on the team, the ones that
e fulfill their positions as leaders.

“The seniors on the team are great. They really
nake the effort to get to know you and help you.
hey're not scary, you can actually talk to them. They
reat you like an equal, and they're really cool to
1ang out with,” says junior Brittni Herron.

The feam as a whole supports each other in ev
Ay aspect of the competition.

*We get along great. We support each other any
vay we can. We cheer each other on and encour
1ge each other. We sometimes give incentives like
Jookies,” says senior Jenna Schmitt.

There are many different reasons that the girls
dined the frack team. Some take part in order to
Jet into or stay in shape for other sports. Others join
»ecause their friends are on the team and told them
ow much fun it is, and still others join because they
>njoy the sport.

“l ran track in grade school, and | missed not do-
ng it freshman year so | joined this year,” says sopho-
nore Kendra Scheller.

Aithough the girls enjoy themselves and have fun
on the team, there is still a lot of hard work involved
N being on the track team. Practices vary for all the
nembers of the team, depending on which event
hey are participating in.

“Forme, practices are different than most. Some
days | will focus on discus and work on that the whole
ime. Other days, | will spend time on pole vault. Still
other days, Il have a workout fo run or handoffs to
dractice,” says senior Laura Schroeder.

There are many individuals on the team that
achieve great things. Having some newcomers, it is
mpressive to how well they are doing.

"It's only my first year and | got second in the city
in shot put with 33'11,” says Schmitt

For those members that have participated for
many years, they have improved and seen their
teammates improve and some plan on continuing
their track careers in college.

“I'm excited to pole vault next year for Murray State
University. | believe high school frack has prepared
me well,” says Schroeder.

While some are planning on continuing their frack
careers in college, others are just frying to focus on
this year's season and achieving personal goals that
they have set for themselves

My goal for this year is to have personal record
fimes in the 1600m run and 3200m run. | also want
to go fo state in both of them again,” says senior
Katie McKinney.

Of all things, the girls on the team agree that track
is a great sport o participate in. It's a great way to
stay in shape, make fiiends, and have fun. Hope-
fully they continue their success in the years to come.

Jill Merkel ‘04

Giirls Track
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. Looking foward the next hurdle, senior Jeanna Butler concentrates on finishing the race strong
3utler, one of the tfeam'’s senior leaders, helped the team fremendously with her skills and attitude.

hoto by: Leah Weinzapfel

2. Trying to keep perfect form, junior Michelle Farney throws shot at the SIAC, held at Castle. Farney, a
irst year member of the track team, throws shot and runs the 400 meter run

Photo by: Brittni Herron

3. Members of the team gather fo encourage sophomore Katelyn Norman as she struggles to finish
he fwo mile race. All runners will testify that fans cheering them on makes running much easier

Photo by: Leah Weinzapfel

4. Senior Laura Schroeder stretches to release the pole before going over the bar as she sets another
of her pole vault records. Schroeder led the area in this relatively new event with an 8'6” mark, but she
made her mark in the discus. After throwing her personal best in sectionals and then beating that PR
with another best throw of 133’ 4" fo win her regional, Schroeder placed third at State with yet another

personal best 133" 9"
Photo by: Leah Weinzapfel

5. Junior Aimee Fischer contorts her body in order to jump completely over the bar without knocking it
down. Fischer competes in most of the field events, including high jump, long jump, discus, and shot

put. Photo by: Leah Weinzapfel

6. Using all of her energy to generate as much speed as possible, junior Kristin Schapker competes in
the 100 meter dash. Schapker is one of the feam'’s leading sprinters and finished the season well

Photo by: Leah Weinzapfel

How They
See it...

Freshman Emily Weber, a mem-
ber of the girls frack team, ran the 100
and 300 hurdles this season. For
Weber, the 2003-2004 track season
was both successful and enjoyable.

"l really enjoyed the season be-
cause it was my first year of high
school tracl

Weber, one of the three freshmen
on the girls track team including
Rachel Buskavitz and Krista
Wildeman, found encouragement
and assistance from the upperclass-
men on the feam

“The upperclassmen help teach
us how fo do our events. Christina
Morrow taught me the hurdie form
and spent a lot of time throughout
the season helping me to improve

The feam'’s support of each other
was also very encouraging to Weber.

“Everyone on the team is friendly.
We all support each other, and ev-
eryone cheers for everybody else.”

Running is not new to Weber, how-
ever, she does realize the differences
between high school and grade
school frack.

"I've been interested in running
since seventh grade, but you have
to run a lot more in high school than
grade school. There is a lot more
competition, and everyone is a lot
better than grade school

Although she is an experienced
runner, Weber's nerves still get her
before a race.

“I was nervous before the meets
because | was scared | was not go-
ing to do well. In the 300 hurdles |
got tired and scared | wasn't going
to make it over the hurdle.”

From her first season on the girls
track team, Weber became familiar
with the Mater Dei track team, and
she enjoyed herself in the process.

"The season was great. It was hard
work, but | enjoyed it and look forward
to next year.”




Boys Track
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Although it was tough to beat previously outstand-
g track seasons, the boys track team completed
e 2003-2004 season with success. The feammates’
fedication to the sport along with the pure skill of
e runners created a season that will not soon be
igotten
“This year's frack team did better although we still
ere not the best team in the areq,” says junior Scott
rossel
The boys frack feam as a whole improved in all
reas due to the addition of new members and long
ractices
“As a feam, we came together better than in pre-
ious years. The distance feam was sfrong as ex-
pected, but with the additions of Ryan Matt and Ja-
n Devillez, the sprinters were also stronger than
pxpected,” says junior Andy Krack
The teams’ many giffed runners also helped lead

‘he team fo victory along the way throughout the
ear

"I did pretty well this year,” says Korossel, "I set the

chool record in the 800 meter run.”

Senior Brian Kuester, who ran the 800 meter and
3200 relay, greatly contributed to the success of the
ream this season also

“My personal goal for this year was fo get a PR in
he 800, which | already have done,” says Kuester

Prvceron Tevrrar

Mir. VERnow INVITATIONAL

Kuester was not the only member on the team
to set personal records, however. Otherteammates
reached their goals to set and break records this
season

'Andy Krack, Patrick McKinney, and | took 1-3 in
the mile at the city meet, all setting personal records,”
says Korossel

The boys' excellent teamwork helped create a
stronger and more improved team this season. With
each event, the boys came closer to their main goal
of success

"Our team improved this year mainly with our dis-
tance runners becoming even stronger than last
year. | think the field events and sprinters have also
given us more points than in the past,” says Kuester

It was also the distance runners that represented
Mater Dei in the state finals. The 3200 relay team of
Koresell, Farmer, McKinney and Blake Maurer went
into the state meet, finishing 17th with a time of 7:58
Krack also qualified to go fo state in the 3200 meter
run, finishing 30th with a time of 10:06.

Itwas the hard practices, healthy diets, and team-
mates encouragement that kept the boys in fop
condition to run their best, but sometimes staying
enthused could be difficutt

‘The thought that practices would benefit me and
the team got me through hard practices. Every hard
practice was kind of like a meet in itself challenging
yourself, and it felt good when you made it through,”
says Kuester. “Also my teammates doing the work-
outs with me helped to make it easier for me to keep
going.”

Krack found the motivation to run from different
sources, however.

“I run frack for the competition. If you don't come
mentally and physically prepared to race, it will
show,” says Krack. "If you go out and do everything
you can fo be the best you can, you will win.”

Jaclyn Muensterman ‘05

1. Junior Patrick Farmer stuggles to overcome his opponent during the 800 meter race. Farmer is one
of many in a strong junior class that will continue to help the frack team in the future with his devotion

and success fo the sport
Photo by: Leah Weinzapfel

2. Sophomore Daniel Langton clears the fen foot mark on his first vault at Central Stadium. The
Wildcats went on to beat both Central and Memorial, in part due to Langton’s nearly perfect form

Photo by: Paul Mindrup

3. Junior Jason Devillez stretches as he does the long jump during the SIAC finals held at Castle
Devillez, who competed in long jump and sprints, was a great asset to the team this season

Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. First year member of the boys track team, junior Ryan Matt, sprints in the meet at Castle. Matt's
joining track helped the team as a whole succeed in regular and post-season

Photo by: Brittni Herron

5. Junior Scott Koressel leads the pack, including teammates sophomore Wes Dingman, junior
Patrick Farmer, and senior Sam Weber, in the one mile race during the Memorial meet. Because the
distance is similar to the 2.5 miles run in cross country, many runners also run track in the spring.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

How They
See it...

As a varsity member of the boys
frack feam, junior Corey Rosek added
much to the team. With his positive
aftitude, sense of humor, and skill in
running, Rosek helped the team
achieve success.

"It's been a really good season,
mainly because the cross-country
team carried us by winning all
distance events.”

Rosek, who ran hurdles for the
team, knew his strengths and weak-
nesses and did his best to improve
this season.

“I've never fallen and | can't really
afford to because 'm not quite as fast
as everyone else.”

For Rosek, the practices and work
started early in preparation for the
upcoming season.

"We start conditioning in Decem-
ber. We run every day, and once
practices start, we go out to Central
and start practicing with the hurdles
and the high jump.”

Rosek, one of the many juniors on
the team, enjoys running with his fel-
low classmates. However, Rosek
agrees that the younger members of
the boys track team also are of great
assistance to the feam'’s success.

“The team is mainly composed of
juniors. The underclassmen are really
good this year because they are ac-
tually running in the meets. Fresh-
men usually never run in varsity
meets.”

Rosek agrees that the feam's ca-
maraderie is a main factor in mak-
ing the season fun and exciting for
everyone.

"We have gatherings at Fazolis the
night before most meets. We always
go out to eat after the big meefs.”

Al in all, it's his teammates that
make the sport so much fun for Rosek.

"l like fo run and the atmosphere
on the team is very fun because Matt
Feller livens it up.”







This season for the softball team has had its ups

d downs, but will still be one to remember. Al
ough the feam's record isn't as good as the girls
lould hope for, the perseverance they have showed
roughout the season is something to be proud of

"One of the best things about our team is that we
Jever give up and fight to the end,” says junior
fichelle Rietman.

Leading this year's squad were two seniors,
legan Wright and Erica Bohleber. Both had four
fears of playing experience, so they could help the
nderclassmen leam and understand the game.

“Megan and Erica have really pulled through for
s this year,” remarks Rietman. “They know how to
iing the team up when things aren’t going so well
hat's what | really admire about them
However, the maturity that the seniors add to the
feam doesn't come without the responsibility of lead:
Ing every other players and setting a good example.
1do feel some pressure to step up because | am
b senior,” says Megan Wright. “I am very disap:
pointed when | make a mistake and let my team
own, but they help pick me up. The team responds
o Erica and | really well. They respect us just as we
espect them—we are like one big family.

The juniors and underclassmen have been forced

Photo by: Brittni Herron

Photo by: Brittni Herron

score board. Photo by: Andrea Goebel

to step up and fill big roles on varsity, and they will
only improve with the experience they are gaining

I think having a young team has both helped
and hurt us,” says Rietman. “We have been hurt
because we don'thave much experience, but it also
helps us because it makes us strive that much more
for victory.

Some of the feam's highs this year came when
they performed up fo expectations and played fo
gether as a team,

I think that if we don't make any errors and ex
ecute in our hitting we can play with any team any

time. One of the best games of the year the

game where we annihilated Central be

we

o

pulled ether as a whole,” remembers Rietman

That is an unbelievable high when you beast some-

body who has a much better record that yourself

Regardless of their wins and losses, the members
of the softball team enjoyed a memorable season

‘Our theme this year was ‘Git ‘er done!’ and that
proves how determined we were,” says Wright. “We
haven't had many victories and we've struggled all
year, but we have never given up. Our team is very
close and has so much spirit that we just keep fight-
ing back

Ashley Alles ‘04

1. Squinting at the sun, sophomore catcher Sarah Scott concentrates on catching a pop up. Scottis a
two-year member of the varsity team and is a fun member to have on the team

2. First baseman Madison Parkinson bends to tag a Harrison base runner. Parkinson is one of many
underclassmen who have moved up to fill spots on the varsity team this season

3. Sophomore Tiffany Payton prepare to lay down a bunt against Central at USI. Payton, a well
rounded athlete, plays volleyball and basketball as well as softball. Photo by: Stephanie Seibert

4. After catching a long throw from the outfield, Sarah Scott hustles to tag out a Harrison Warrior
before she can score. Scott, as a catcher, is the last line of defense to keep a base runner off of the

5. Freshman Jenna Adler crashes into an opponent as she slides into home. Only a freshmen, Adler
occasionally steps up from reserve to fill a varsity spot. Photo by: Stephanie Seibert
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How They
See it...

Freshman Marie Wolf may be one
of the youngest members of the girls
softball team, but she has years of
experience to put her ahead of the
game and to give her insight on how
1o play at this level.

“I've been playing since kindergar-
ten. | just fried different things and |
liked it.”

In her first-year of varsity softoall,
Wolf distinguishes the huge differ-
ences between grade school and
high school softball

“Everyone’s a lot befter now. In
grade school, people weren't as ag-
gressive. High school is a lot harder.
Practices are different because there
is lofs of running. Every time you miss
a bal, you have to run a sprint. In
grade school, it didn't mean anything
and no one really cared. There's also
more people, and we had to tryout
in grade school there weren't try-
everyone made the team.”

Wolf knows that putting in many
long hours of practice and prepara-
tion for games has brought the girls
closer together as a team, some-
thing that every team needs in order
fo succeed.

“Everyone's really close, and they
work fogether as a team. You don't
just have one person that does ev-
enything.”

As a freshman, Wolf has three
more years of softball to look forward
to and to eventually become a
leader herself, but for now, Wolf looks
to the senior stars for leadership and
guidance.

“We only have two seniors. They're
both really good. Megan Wright
shows a lot of falent and determina-
tion, and she has a good attitude that
rubs off on everyone. | look forward
to being a senior and playing soft-
ball. | want to be a good leader like
the two seniors now are and lead our
team forward.”







This year's boys baseball season was a roller

asterride, but the boys stepped up and accepted

e challenge.

The season has been up and down,” says junior

dy Reddington. “We are a very young team and

2 are still leaming a lot every day

his team w

hallenged every step of the way
Jtthey took it allin. Each player did his part to help
e success of the team with his attitude, ability, and
stermination

The attitude of this team was great. They took a
ersonal responsibility to show up for every game
xady to play.” says head coach Darin Knight

The affitude of the feam could be attributed to
ieir success off the field, as well as on. Whether on
e field or not, the boys were a team.

"Our team gets along very well. We are more
1an a team, we are friends,” adds Reddington.

In order to do well in the games, the practices
ere a place for the feam to improve daily.

We try to create as many situations in practice

that we might see in a game,” says Coach Knight
‘We think that if you think it in practice, then it be
comes habit as the games progress

This

eason also brought about many things to
remember and wonderful memories to share.

"My most memorable moment of the season was
beating Central twice by one run,” says Reddington

With only two retuning seniors on the team, the
team truly depended on each other

“The upperclassmen have taken charge here fo-
wards the middle of the season and are leading the
team better,” says sophomore Tyler Bittner. “The un

derc

smen are leaming the program and how
important it is to give ‘it all you got’ every day.

With the team growing and changing this sea-
son, it's no doubt that the guys can look forward to
continued success in the future

Both upper and under classmen are all great
athletes,” adds Reddington. "We have a lot of tal
ent on this team,

Brittni Herron ‘05

Carefully watching the game from the dugout, junior Jared Droste keeps stats during the game
gainst Mt. Vernon. Although Droste is a part-time pitcher, he keeps stats during most of the games.

hoto by: Emily Raben

Senior first baseman Matt Halbig stretches to catch the throw and tag out the Harrison
aserunner. Halbig, a four-year member of the team, was one of the two seniors on the team

hoto by: Emily Raben

Senior third baseman Jeremy Gries prepares to tag out a baserunner at a game versus North. The
Vildcat defense lived on trying to find players that were taking careless risks like trying to steal bases

hoto by: Natalie Fleming

Kyle Grossman pitches at a Mater Dei versus North game. As only a sophomore, Grossman

ontributed to much of the team’s success this season

hoto by: Natalie Fleming

. Sophomore Matt Maijor climbs off of the ground after sliding into third base at a game against Mt
ernon. Major and the Wildcats enjoyed playing baseball as much as winning games.

hoto by: Jessica Byrley

. Senior Jeremy Gries watches intently as sophomore Joe Kelley pitches the ball to a fellow Mater
ei player in hopes of striking out a Mt. Vernon opponent. The Wildcats’ continued teamwork was a

najor factor when it came to winning games.
hoto by: Emily Raben

vs. NorTH

How They
See it...

Junior Jared Droste has the oppor-
funity to view the game through two
different perspectives, the pitcher's
mound and the stat sheets. As afirst-
year varsity player, Droste also rec-
ognizes the striking differences be-
tween reserve and varsity.

"I've been playing baseball for fen
years. It's alot more intense and a
lot more competitive playing on var-
sity. It's definitely not as laid-back as
reserve, and you play a lot more.”

The differences for Droste are not
only inthe physical side of the game,
but also in the mental aspect.

“The mental side of it is a lot differ-
ent. When you pitch, for example,
and give up a hit or walk, you can’t
fumn one mistake info two. You have
to be a ‘bulldog’ quoting Coach
Knight.”

Droste tries to be of help wherever
he is needed. He has even faken
over the job as team statistician.

"I just pitch whenever the starters
need relief. While 'm not pitching, |
keep stats for the varsity team. | just
do it because it keeps me in the
game when I'm not playing, and
nobody else wantsto do if, so | doit.”

Inside jokes make the experience
of playing varsity ball more reward-
ing and more memorable for Droste.

*It was funny when Coach Knight
called Joe Kelley King Kong' for miss-
ing the bunt sign because he struck
out swinging four times when he was
supposed to bunt.”

Droste is part of the junior class
who dominates the team this season.

“With only two seniors on the team,
the juniors kind of have to step up and
be leaders. We just take more re-
sponsibility for the mistakes of the
team. We pick each other up by not
being negative and just keep trying
to be positive. We just work as a
feam.”
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New Coach Tackles Young Team




r’ *Having a fun coach makes the tennis year fun
hd so much more worthwhile,” says the three-year
feran junior Audrey Goebel

After alternating coaches too many years before,
e girls tennis team has finally found a coach they
e and one who they believe is here fo stay.
“Anytime our coach tries to yell something at us,
r voice cracks like three times. It's hilarious, espe
jally when Hannah Wagner imitates it for the rest of
le practice,” sophomore Kayley Will laughs.

The girls tennis team is in the stages of a rebuild
jg year and teammates admit that the scores may
pt show, but the team has greatly improved. Much
anks goes fo the team’s dedicated coach, Krista
pewen. She challenges the team to take the game
priously while at the same time making practices
Ind matches fun and enjoyable.

At one practice, the ice cream fruck came to
Jrdette. I've never seen our team run as fast as we
id that day,” says Will

The ice cream truck incident is likely the most
nforgettable event for most of the team

'We held our treats in one hand and rackets in
he other and played a game to see how many fore-
ands we could get in a row,” laughs sophomore
jaura Mesker.

bnd her dedication to the sport
Photo by: Brittni Herron

Photo by: Brittni Herron

fnatch. Since the team had no seniors, many
nderclassmen were forced to step up and fill
parsity roles.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. Swinging hard, junior Audrey Goebel takes her
ime and sets up a hit. Goebel used her endur-
jance from basketball and cross country to help
improve her game on the tennis court

Photo by: Toni Solis

5. Junior Molly Couture prepares to hit an over-
head shot. Couture played doubles with junior
teammate Audrey Goebel and did extremely well
this season.

Photo by: Toni Solis

6. Returning a serve, junior Katie Barnes shows
her versatility. Barnes, a two year member of the
fennis team, played both doubles and singles this
year.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

7. Sophomore Laura Mesker moves in to return a
volley from her Bosse opponent. This year, Mesker
played mostly doubles with fellow sophomore
Hannah Wannemuehler

Photo by: Brittni Herron

For Will, tenni;

not only a team sport, but also
one of individual competition

| play tennis because not only do you play your
opponent, you compete against yourself. Tennis is
a very mental game. You have fo constantly be
thinking about what you need fo do to beat your
opponent. The team constantly motivates me and
$O does the feeling after a win,” says Will

After losing many seniors fo graduation, juniors
and underclassmen were given the chance to fil
their spots

'We didn't have any seniors this year, so we
needed some people to step up and be leaders. A
few of the juniors took charge and made sure we
had fun, but most people knew their roles,” says Will

Goebel was one of two varsity juniors to lead the
team. After just completing a strenuous basketball
season shortly before tennis started, the dedicated
junior committed herself to another sport. However,
for Goebel, tennis evokes a different atmosphere.

Tennis is more relaxed, and it's just a leisure sport
that anyone can enjoy and not be so competitive. |
don't think about winning all the time like | did with
basketball. | play tennis to have fun,” Goebel says
but | also don't mind winning.

Susan Muensterman ‘05

Freshman Hannah Wagner and junior Molly Couture listen to instructions from their coach Krista
oewen. Although this is Loewen first year coaching, the girls appreciate the new outlook she brings

. Preparing to put all of her energy into her swing, junior Molly Couture concentrates on getting the
pall over the net. Couture was one of the juniors who took over the role of leading the team

B. First year varsity member sophomore Kayley Will returns a serve during her number two singles

Giirls Tennis
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How They
See it...

For junior Molly Couture, what sets
this year apart from her two previous
years on the gis tennis team is the
lack of senior leadership.

“"Having no seniors makes it tough
for matches. We have a freshman
playing number one singles, and the
juniors have had to step up. Some
of the teams we play have been
playing their whole lives and belong
to fennis clubs so they're really good.
When we win, i's because we've
worked harder and wanted it more.”

The team is also going through ifs
third coach in as many years.

"Our new coach has really
helped. She knows what she's talk-
ing about and she works us harder
than other coaches have. The se-
niors last year were fun, but this year
is fotally different because the coach
has a different mentality. The com-
petition in the city is really serious, but
we sfill have fun. One of the most
hilarious things is when our coach
makes bird noises at us when we
make mistakes. We all get a good
laugh out of that.”

The defining moment of the sea-
son for Couture came during a regu-
lar season match against rival North.

"It was really awesome when
Audrey and | beat North. We took
them fo three sets and the match
losted about three hours. We won the
first set in a tiebreaker and then lost
the second, but we came back and
also won the third set in a tiebreaker.”

Regardless of how this season
ended for the girls, they are looking
forward to next year with all of the
feam retuning

“Everyone on the team is looking
forward fo next year. Amber Toelle

will be coming back from her injury
and more girls might fry out for the
team. When you mix that with our
retuning players, | think next season
will be the best we've had in a long
time."




Boys Golf




One of the most underrated sports today is golf
ithout the major fan support and with few wins, it
fan be hard to find players to fil an entire varsity
am. So, why would anyone want to play at all?

" live by a golf course, work on a golf course and
fn good at golf,” says senior Nick Frazer.

It's not very often one sees a feam with freshman

laying varsity, but for the boy’s golf team it seems
pprmal and works out very well.
“The under classmen have stepped up a lot this
far,” says senior Scott Modesift, “especially fresh-
pen Jared Krieg and Mitchell Eickhoff. They have
een very impressive.”

Golf may seem like a boring sport, but there are

pany things that go into a game. There are so many

bles that the players have to cany their rule book
ith them at all times during a match.

r “Golf is much easier in the physical aspect com-

bared to some other sports,” states junior Craig Maiier.

but mentally golf is much harder.

There is need for concetration, form, and focus
o succeed in a golf match, among other things,
ond these are addressed during practices.

*We practice at the Helfrich Park golf course and
blay nine holes,” says Maier. “Then after the nine
holes we stay for 45 minutes and putt and chip.

With all the practicing though, being a member
of the boys golf team is not all work and no play.
“We're a very relaxed team,” says Modesitt. “We're

not doing as well as Cracker Jack Jewell (Mr. Jeff
Jewell) would want us to, but at least we're having
fun playing golf and joking around.

Even though the team as a whole hasn't been
doing as well as they had hoped, there are some
shining members on the team

“The feam is about thiteen and forty, which is not
to good,” states Frazer, “but I've done well getting
first, second, and sixth in a few of the major
invitationals

Although the team is lacking in the score depart-
ment, there are many fond memories that have
been made during the season.

One of my favorite memories is when Craig
Macke broke a seven iron standing on the eighth
tee,” remembers Modesitt. “Also, it was hilarious
when Macke killed a goose on accident.

Maier recalls another memory as his favorite of
the season, however.

My favorite memory is when Mitchell Eickhoff
asked when the ‘Fort Knox' tournament was,” says
Maier. "What he meant was the North Knox tourna-
ment

Another memorable moment was when a team
mate accomplished an amazing feat.

‘Though | didn't see it, Mitchell Eickhoff's hole in
one was a big thing for the team, even though it
wasn't during a match,” states Frazer.

Shanna Bush ‘04

. Junior Craig Maier prepares to tee off and drive his ball off the number three tee at McDonald’s golf
course against the Memorial Tigers. Maier, a three-year member of the golf team, is a huge

contributer to the team’s score at the meets.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

2. Shading his eyes from the sun, junior Ben
Macke looks for his lost golf ball. Macke often gets
frustrated and throws his golf club when the ball
goes the wrong direction.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

3. Sophomore Matt Loehrlein observes the green
as he prepares to putt at the McDonald's course.
Though only an underclassmen, Loehrlein helps up
the team'’s score.

Photo by: Meghan Berneking

4. Senior Nick Frazer watches his ball fo see how
close it lands to the green. Frazer has improved
each season of his golf career and was medalist in
the city tournament this year.

Photo by: Meghan Berneking

5. Freshman Mitch Eickhoff swings at the ball on
the fairway to hit it towards the green. Eickhoff has
improved his eighteen whole score to seventy-six
strokes.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

6. Freshman Mitch Eickhoff's swing is aided by
Coach Jeff Jewell. Jewell often watches and
crifiques the boy’s swings, so he can then help
them to acheive perfect form

Photo by: Meghan Berneking
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How They
See it...

Junior Ben Macke, a three year
member of the boys golf team, helps
create a successful atmosphere for
the 2003-2004 season. His affitude
and sense of humor aid to the team’s
relaxation with the sport.

Although Macke already enjoys
golfing, the season is more enjoyable
because he does not have to worry,
about paying every practice.

*| like golfing because it is relax-
ing, and | can't pass up the opportu-
nity of free golf everyday.”

Golfing, for some, is a life-long
passion and something a person can
always participate in. Macke is a
three-year veteran of the golf team.

“I've been on it since freshman
year, but I've been playing longer
than that.”

For Macke, practices are a way
to have fun and prepare for golf
meets and improve golfing skills.

“We practice putting, but practice
is more laid back and not redlly seri-
ous. | threw my golf club at geese all
the time.”

With the loss of many players from
last year, Macke and the boys golf
team had to step it up to continue
the Mater Dei tradition. Many usually
sleep in on Saturday momings, but
the golf team is up and out on the
green in the early moming.

“Saturdays meets start at like 11 or
12 and lost fill 6 or 7. It varies de-
pending on who plays first.”

Macke and the team help and
support each other throughout the
entire season.

“We have good team unity, and
we help each other.”

Macke, along with the other up-
perclassmen enjoy their new leader-
ship positions as experienced mem-
bers of the boys golf team.

“The underclassmen are still leamn-
ing. It's fun having seniority over other
people.”







Everyone knows that Mater Dei students are top
notch academically.
But how many people know that we excel in other
competitions? That we are giving our time to help
others? Or that we are expressing our creativity?
We are a busy bunch, volunteering and involving
ourselves with different clubs and organizations.
From service club to Mat Cats, we are very giving
of our time outside of the classroom.
In fact, itis in these clubs and organziations that
many of us make our biggest contributions.
Not everyone is an athlete.
And even though most of the community doesn’t
see us in action, some benefit from what we do.

We don‘t have to be seen to shine.




Sophomore cheerleader Lauren
Oliver helps cheer the football
team to another victory. The
cheerleaders keep the crowd
excited by performing dances as
well as cheering.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

With ten seconds left on the clock,
fension mounts among the sea of red
and gold-clad fans. As the shot goes
up and falls perfectly into the net, the
crowd goes wild. Shouts and cheers
from the joyous fans fill the gym
However, the loyal crowd doesn't get
pumped up by itself. It takes special
people fo entertain the crowd.

Many organizations, events, and
people contribute to enfertaining the
crowd. Cheerleaders keep the
crowd alive during basketball and
football games. Meanwhile, the
Dance Cats entertain them during
home game halftimes.

*| feel that our performance gets
the crowd pumped up and more in-
volved in the game,” explains junior
Dance Cat Brittney Kerchief.

Individuals such as Kyle
Messersmith and Tyler Musgrave go
the extra mile with their outrageous
outfits to keep the crowd both en-
thused and amused

"l dress up to make people
happy, o keep their spirits high, and
to make people laugh,” remarks se-
nior Kyle Messersmith.

Entertaining the crowd is not only
important at games, but also during
the school day Band and
Winterguard keep the school spirit
going with their energizing routines.
Pep assemblies are held to get the
student body excited about upcom-
ing games.

"Without the band, the school
would have pep-less pep rallies,”
laughs sophomore Caitlyn Nemer.

Also, without the Pep Club our
school would not be decorated with
the brightly colored posters that sup-
port our teams. The Pep Club is also
responsible for organizing our pep
assemblies.

Sophomore Pep Club member
Rosanna Sartore remarks, *Pep Club
is afun way fo get involved with sports

even if you are not on the team.”

The Student Council members do
their part in entertaining the students
by creating unusual and wacky
ideas for Homecoming week.

“Homecoming week brings
everyone's spirit out and gets them
excited about the upcoming game,”
says sophomore student council
member Kendra Scheller.

The seniors are given alot of credit
for keeping the crowd entertained
By dressing up, they pump up the
crowd and show that they are not
afraid to stand out.

"My friends help me pick out what
to wear. Sometimes | look in my
closet and am like ‘Thatd be fun fo
wear,” comments Messersmith.

When rallying with the opposing
team they maintain school spirit and
get the entire crowd involved. Seniors
also lead the way by showing
younger classmen how to get in-
volved. Senior cheerleaders and
Dance Cats lead their feams and do
their part in pumping up the crowd

Many people entertain the crowd
in their own special way. Mater Dei
has always been known for the sup-
port of our loyal fans. Without them,
Mater Dei's athletic and academic
teams wouldn't be as successful.

Tiffany Schoenbachler ‘06, Rosie
Mayer ‘06, & Jessica Byrley ‘05

Senior Tyler Musgrave dresses up
as Elvis to pump up the crowd at
the Mater Dei-Memorial volleyball
sectional. Dressing up in outra-

geous outfits serves to inspire the
crowd and generate laughs.
Photo by: Jessica Knight



Junior Brittany Erkman works the
crowd during a basketball
halftime. The Dance Cats spend
many hours practicing each
routine to make it perfect

Photo by: Rosie Mayer

1. Sophomore color guard member Rachel Schenk com=
petes with the rest of the band at the Pike Central Invita=
tional. This year the marching band performed music from
the motion picture Robin Hood.

Photo by: Jill Merkel

2. Senior Todd Wannemuehler stands in for Mr. Keith-and
escorts Mrs. Haton during the announcement of the Faculiy
Homecoming Court. Students were able to vote for/queen
and king throughout football homecoming week

Photo by: Katie Scheller

3. The cheerleaders imitate the Radio City Rockette$ and
perform a kickline to entertain the crowd at a football
game. The cheering of the crowd often makes the differs
ence and inspires the team during close games.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. Freshman Michael Rhodes proudly displays his SUPPOFt:
for our football team by showing off his painted cheSESItS
rare to see a freshman show this much enthusiasm while
supporting the Wildcats

Photo by: Shanna Bush




Letting everyone know
what's goin’ on

At Mater Dei there has always been a tradifion of excel-
lence to uphold. The way we achieve this from year to
year is by word of mouth. All of the activites that students
participate in to become involved in the community and
school help the fradition to continue

Service Club works year round to serve the community
by organizing and participating in community projects. The
most common projects include working at food pantries,
collecting canned goods, and volunteering at nursing
homes and day cares.

“The Service Club rocks! We do so many things to help
others. Its a wonderful way fo get service hours and help
others at the same time,” says Ms. Joan Vickery, Service
Club sponsor.

To be considered members, students must attend regu-
lar meetings and are required to participate in at least three
community projects a semester.

"l joined Service Club because | thought it would be an
easy way to get sernvice hours while spending time with
friends. The more service projects we did, the more | real-
ized how much the community needs talented youth to
volunteer their time and efforts to help out,” remnarks sopho-
more Kelsey Mitsdarffer.

Spreading the word at Mater Dei doesn't stop with the
Senvice Club. There are many groups that do all they can
to foke a stand for what they believe in. Without and Smart
Moves are groups of students that take time to go to the
feeder schools to teach the younger students about the
effects of drugs and alcohol. Another group that informs
feeder school students about facing negative pressures is
Promise fo Keep.

Junior Haley Austin explains, "Promise to Keep is a pro-
gram to educate junior high students about abstinence
and having healthy relationships. It also teaches them
about the effects of having pre-marital sex.”

Students not only spread the word outside of Mater Dei,
but have many opportunites to bring it info the school. One
of the many ways o hear the word is fo read it. Newspa-
per and Yearbook are means of student-to-student com-
munication. Their hard work throughout the year pays off
when their classmates are able fo review and remember
events of the past year

“Newspaper and Yearbook are a good way to show
what Mater Dei is about because you can look through
the newspapers and yearbooks and see the year through
pictures and stories,” says senior yearbook editor Katie
Scheller.

Another major part of the tradition is the spiritual aspect.
Mass helps fo spread the word of God and fulfill the lives of
the student body and staff

The tradition of excellence fouches every student and
everything Mater Dei is about. With a variety of things of
happening in and outside the building it is clear the tradi
fion is upheld through the voice of the students.

Leslie Goans ‘06, Andrea Schnur ‘06, Toni Solis ‘06

The editor of the Hi-Lights News-
paper, senior Laura Schroeder,
passes out the latest edition of the
paper to junior Dustin Slaton. A
new paper is printed every five
weeks to keep the students
updated on the happenings
around school —
Photo by: Jessica Knight

During one of his more memo- ‘
rable Masses, Fr. Kenny Steckler P

fries fo get the student body
“pumped up” by acting like Hans
and Franz. He used gestures and
facial expressions to draw people
info his homily.

Photo by: Meghan Berneking
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Senior Lucas Kirsch is one of many
who participate in the religious-re-
lated activities that the school has fo
offer. Both Liturgical ensemble and
Teens For Life give him the chance
to take a stand on issues he believes
are important.

“l wanted to spread what | thought
about the topics,” says Kirsch. “In
Teens for Life, we leamn different views
on the death penalty and abortion,
which helps us o find out how we feel
about the topics.”

Participating in these activities
gives students the opportunity to
share their activities with those outside
the student body.

“We are more active on the pub-
lic level and the community than in
the schoolitself. Liturgical ensemble
helps us fo worship and praise God
in ways that are inferesting to you
people. We also go out info feeder
school and parishes to sing and shé
them what we are all about,” s<°
Kirsch. “Seeing the faces of the ki
when we sing in Mass encoura
me to continue doing all | can fo py
mote liturgical ensemble.”

Teens for Life, however, ventures
much further than the feeder schog)

“Every year we go to Washington,
D.C. for the March for Life. This gi
us a chance to see firsthand wi
goes onin the capital and leam wt
we can do to help make abortior

legal.” <
Belonging to a religious group

helps foster a sense of community.

“Belonging to Teens for Life mal
me feel like | am making a differen@g
because | am standing up for wh
believe in.”

Like any other activity, Teens ﬁ
Life and Liturgical Ensemble requl
dedication and work, but this is not
always evident to those who are
participants. o

“From the outside, most people
do not see the time and thought 1H@t
are put into these organizations.” @

Religious groups also help to gf-
hance Kirsch’s faith.

“Being involved with these groups
gives me something positive fo do
with my time. They help me fo grow
inmy walk with God and develop my
values.”

These religious activities will leave
an impression on their members
even after they depart from the halls
of Mater Dei. Because they are full
of meaning, the values the
member's can acquire through these
groups will hopefully follow them
throughout their lives.

"l would advise all underclassmen
to get involved in something now
because high school goes by much
faster than you think it does. If you
are involved with an activity you are
passionate about, high school will be
a much more meaningful experi-
ence for you.”

Yoplaus caf

1. Senior Becky Parkinson, a member of the student council,
hangs a sign promoting teacher appreciation day. To show|
their gratitude, the student council baked snacks for the
teachers to eat throughout the day.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

2. Two year member of the service club, sophomore Wes
Dingman helps unload a truck delivering food to the St
Vincent de Paul food bank.

Photo by: Toni Solis

3. Seniors Jessica Knight, Laura Schroeder, Michele Lewis,
and Hallie Denstorff walk in the annual Race For the Cure at
Eastland Mall. This event benefits breast cancer research
and awareness

Photo by: Shanna Bush

4. Ms. Marie Williams gives her time for an inferview with
senior yearbook editor Katie Scheller. The yearbook staff
spends much of their time and energy getting quotes in
order to record the events of the past year.

Photo by: Shanna Bush

5. Senior Student Ambassador Jeanna Butler posts Honor
Roll results on a bulletin board at Corpus Christi. The
students return to feeder schools to inform the school of
how their past graduates are doing at MD.

Photo by: Kristi Wilsman




Students are finding
new ways to compete

Mater Dei is made up of far more than athletics. Stu:
dents compete in activities ranging from band to aca:
demic super bowl. Many of these activities lack the fan
support and acknowledgment they deserve.

The efficiency car team starts from scratch, using bi:
cycle tires and aluminum tubing to build an engine. The
team spends numerous hours working on their invention,
and when complete, their car competes in Indianapolis

‘The parents are their main supporters. We don't get
many students that can go up because the competition
is on a school day,” explains Mr. Robert Schieter, faculty
advisor of the efficiency car team. *This year we are do
ing two cars, one of which is a stock car,” says Schieter.

The Academic Bowl teams compete in subjects such
as fine arts, math, science, history, and English. Members
who compete on two feams are able fo compete on the
interdisciplinary squad, where questions are taken from all
five areas of study.

"We have meetings once a week for history. | study
three nights a week for all three teams and do online re
search,” says sophomore Ellen Weinzapfel, @ member of
the history, science, and interdisciplinary squad.

Many people wonder how the students participating in
Academic Bowl can enjoy having the extra homework
However, for many members they view the issue in a dif
ferent light

It fills up my time but it enhances my appreciation for
math and the arts,” explains junior Natalie Wolf, @ mem:
ber of the math and fine arts squads.

Winterguard is a breakoff of marching band in which
girls spend hours of practice perfecting a routine. Prac
fices, usually held three times a week for three hours, help
the girls to become better acquainted with their routine.

“The whole purpose of guard is to express a musical
selection using flags, sabers, rifles, and other various equip:
ment. Essentially, we perform the musical selection fo in:
terpret it kind of like a poem,” says senior Katie Reising

The winterguard team journeys throughout Indiana to
compete against schools out of the Evansville area.

Many competitions are away from home, so there are
rarely any fans from Mater Dei aftending the meets,” says
freshman Krista Wildeman

These teams, offen unrecognized, play an important
part in making Mater Dei unique. With a little help and a lot
of self-support, these teams are making themselves known

We bring the car in on May Day, and are mentioned
in announcements, newsletters, newspaper, and the
alumni newsletter,” says Schieter.

The winterguard team also appreciates the small
amount of recognition they receive.

| think that we are recognized much more than we
usedto be,” says Reising. “We still don't receive the recog:
nition that wrestiing or football does, but then again we
haven't won state yet

Caitlyn Nemer ‘06 and Leah Weinzapfel ‘06

Juniors Kyle Neisen and Drew
Jenkins, along with sophomore
Corey Lannert, work on updating
the efficiency car. The team has
high hopes for this year's compe-
fition after achieving 989.01 miles
per gallon last year

Photo by: Caitlyn Nemer

Senior Katie Kemmerlin performs
at the winterguard prelims
competition in Mooresville,
Indiana. On their way to their
best season in many years, the
guard placed third out of fourteen
in the state.

Photo by: Ashley Alles



1. Sophomore color guard member Rachel Schenk pre-
pares for the Central Marching Band Invitational by apply-
ing her makeup. The band ended its season by advancing
fo regional competition for the first time in three years
Photo by: Ashley Alles

2. Sophomore Amanda Cox and freshman Rachel
Buskavitz read over a speech before choosing their duo
The speech feam sent 13 members to state competition
Photo by: Rosanna Sartore

3. During the math round of the Mater Dei Academic Super
Bowl Invitational, senior Ashley Alles whispers her answer
fo senior teammate Derek Herrmann. The academic
competitions give students an opportunity to show off their
knowledge of various subjects.

Photo by: Jaclyn Muensterman

4. Sophomore band member Tegan Rush tunes his timpani
before a.competition at Central High School.. The marching
band is judged on a variety of areas, including music fone
and marching form. Photo by: Ashley Alles

5. Freshman Sam Raben shows his school spirit by voting
for Ms. Williams to be crowned Faculty Homecoming
Queen. The fundraiser was a friendly competition between
the staff and gave the students an opportunity to laugh at
their teachers. Photo by: Brittni Herron

Competing is common around
Mater Dei in more ways than one. As
a sophomore, Rosanna Sartore par-
ticipates on the speech team and
competes using her theatrical falent.

*l really enjoy being in speech.
The important part of being in an
activity is not the recognition you re-
ceive, but it's what you get out of it.
I've made a lot of friends that | would
not have talked to except for the fact
| am on the team with them.”

Even if speech isn't always looked
at as the “cool” thing to do, there are
many benefits one can gain from the
speech team.

“It's a lot like theatre because you
perform, but it is not a huge audi-
ence. You leamn a lot about express-
ing yourself. When | talk to others |
can see body language that | didn't
notice until | joined the speech
team.”

From the outside view of t
speech team, there are many thiny

that would be missed or not undeg
sfood. As an insider, Sartore see!
and understands it all.

“Someone outside of the spee
team doesn't get to see our compe™
fitions. They show what we've been
working on and practicing. No one

goes 1o the speech meets and scESH

what is it all about. There are fi
'when we are goofing off, or just (g5
laxing and having fun, but we w =
hard t00.” 3
Although speech is not a y
cally challenging team, the work

fintense and the competitions are

mentally testing.

“A lot of people don't understafid &
that the competition is about brain:
They also don't understand what i
like to go through a competition i
speech.”

The speech feam’s success is due
mainly to the participants the!
selves, buf the team wouldn't
where it's at if it wasn't for Mrs. Donl
Lefler, the speech coach. The whdle
speech program has improved drgs:
tically with Lefler's input. &

“She works really hard and puts her
heart and soul into the team. Some
of them mirror her efforts.”

Lefler's guidance proved fo be a
key part of the feam and many didn’t
know what o do without her.

“When she was sick, many
dropped off because she wasn't
there to keep it going. She knows
when fo tell it to you like it is or when
she needs to let you think about
things. She knows when fo push and
when not to. She puts in long hours
at practice and goes home and pufs
in more hours.”

Although the speech team is not
an athletic competition, it is still very
competiive and requires the same
hard work and dedication other
feams need




Mr. Dennis Thomas, Mr. Robert
Schleter, Mrs. Becky Hemmer,
and Mr. Jason Gries participate in
a faculty homecoming basketball
game. The faculty also played in
the band and led the crowd as
cheerleaders.

Photo by: Meghan Berneking

The groups that spread school
spirit at MD boost the morale of the
fans and encourage athletic teams
These sfudents do their best to spread
spirit around Mater Dei in their own
ways. They put much time and ef-
fort into keeping students interested
and enthusiastic about extracurricu-
lor activities and athletic events. Al-
though this is no simple task, students
enjoy the effect they have on the stu-
dent body.

“The role of a cheerleader is to
lead the team to a victory through
support and encouragement and to
lead the crowd in doing the same.
Our enthusiasm shows through our
chants and cheers and hopefully
rubs off on the crowd,” says junior
cheerleader Amber Ferrari.

The pep club’s role is also similar
fo the cheerleaders’ because of the
support they show for the MD teams.
The pep club supports the feams by
creating posters for lockers and as-
semblies and by making and selling
buttons.

"It makes people more aware of
how well the teams are doing and
encourages people to go and sup-
port the teams at their games,” says
junior Britiney Kerchief.

The hard work and time the pep
club and cheerleaders spend does
not go unappreciated.

“The most rewarding thing about
cheering is when the entfire fan sec-
tion for Mater Dei joins along and
leads the team through an outstand-
ing game,” says Ferrari

Sophomore Sondra Wildeman
also agrees that all the hard work they
put into their cheers is worth it.

"Getting the bumps on the logs to
stand up and cheer is the most re-
warding aspect of cheering,”
Wildeman says.

Invoking the spirit in students dur-
ing school Masses is the mission of
the liturgical ensemble. These stu-
dents’ falents do not go unnoticed
when many students enthusiastically

join in their worship during Mass. Ac-
tively participating in Mass gives the
students the chance to express them-
selves fo God with each other.

“Seeing others sing gives people
the courage to sing and participate
in Mass,” says junior liturgical en-
semble member. "It's also fun being
able fo be the leader and really get-
ting info Mass makes it more fun and
real fo us.”

The senior class has a responsibil-
ity fo get crowds pumped up at as-
semblies, games, and Masses. Their
participation often sefs the founda-
tion for how much others actively
participate. Underclassmen often
look fo seniors as an example of how
fo act and join in the festivities.

“They make it more interesting so
freshmen want to join in the fun”, says
freshman Sarah Schnieder. “This
year's senior class has taken up their
leadership role well. The freshmen
want fo participate in pep assemblies
and Mass because they look at the
seniors and see how much fun they're
having and want to join in. The se-
niors aren't afraid to go all out and
have lots of fun.”

No matter which group of students
is spreading the spirt at Mater Dei,
the student body has no problem
getting pepped up. Mater Dei s for-
funate fo have a spirited student
body.

Meghan Berneking ‘06, Paul
Mindrup ‘06, & Jessie Seib ‘06

Spirit

The Mater Dei crowd cheers on
sophomore Kelly Muensterman
during a basketball game. The
student body plays a huge part in
encourgaging the team to victory.
Photo by: Paul Mindrup




Senior Brian Kuester does twenty
push-ups to celebrate the boys
basketball regional victory

Photo by: Ashley Alles

1. The senior male cheerleaders attempt to make o
pyramid in order to show the student body their great
school spirit. They dressed up for many basketball games
to inspire the players and entertain the crowd

Photo by: Jill Merkel

2. Ben Paciorkowski looks on as senior Logan Millefand
his mom play a “Newlywed” type game at a footballpep
assembly. Many groups try fo think up fun and creative:
ideas to entertain the crowd at pep assemblies

Photo by: Katie Scheller

3. Dance Cat Robin Fehrenbacher performs a routine af
one of the home basketball games. The Dance CaiS show:
their efforts at each home basketball and football games
Photo by: Meghan Berneking

4. Sophomore pep club member Rosanna Sartore Begins
hanging signs on athletes’ lockers. One of the pep Elub’s
maijor projects is making signs to hang around the sehool
to keep spirits high.

Photo by: Meghan Berneking




“A leader is one who knows the way,
shows the way, and Qoes the way.”

Mater Dei has many different groups that encourage
students fo stand up and be leaders fo the rest of the stu-
dent body. Leadership is one aspect that makes Mater
Dei a sfrong school and community. The senior class is
looked upon for leadership by the rest of the school be-
cause they are the oldest and have the most experience.
It is their responsibility to encourage and inspire the rest of
the student body.

“As a senior, | feel we have more responsibility because
we must make sure everyone is doing what they are sup-
posed fo be doing,” says senior Katie Frank.

Besides the senior class, being a part of Student Coun-
cilis an excellent way to lead the way. Some of the ways
council members help the school include deciding what
spirit themes will be used during Homecoming week, set-
ting dates for the dances to be held, and organizing
canned food drives as well as the Adopt-A-Family program.

“When you're in Student Council, you need to watch
what you do because others are always looking up to you
and you need fo eam respect,” comments senior Laura
Schroeder, the Clerk of Mater Dei-ville.

Senior homeroom representative Hallie Denstorff
agrees saying, "It takes a lot of responsibility because un-
derclassmen and other peers look up to us. Especially the
freshmen, because they look up to all of the upperclass-
men.”

Another group who leads by example are the students
who share their experiences and choices with grade school
children. Smart Moves, Without, and Promise to Keep are
only a few examples of students that take the leadership
role to anew level. They fake time out of their classes and
lunch periods to go fo the elementary schools and talk to
the children.

"If you know people are looking up to you, it makes you
want to set a better example and giving up time after
school is worth it,” junior Mallory Morrow replies.

Service Club is another example of students who go
out of their way fo help the school and the community.
They volunteer themselves in many activities around the
city that display leadership. A few examples of what the
service club does are going to St. Vincent De Paul's food
pantry and unloading trucks of food, making cards for the
patients at Pine Haven nursing home during the holidays,
and volunteering their time to work at White Cane Day at
Mesker Park Zoo.

It's rewarding fo know that | am helping fo make some-
one else’s life easier. I's amazing that | can make a differ-
ence just by volunteering a little bit of my time,” says junior
Susan Muensterman,

These are just a few groups of people who lead the
way at Mater Dei. Leadership is an important part of our
pride and fradition

Andrea Goebel ‘06, Brittney Kerchief ‘05, & Kendra
Scheller '06
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Principal Marie Williams swears in
Mater Dei-ville’s clerk Laura
Schroeder on Innaguration Day.

In the afternoon assembly, the
clerk swears in the mayor and the
judge to begin their duties

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Senior Smart Moves members
Shane Provost, Jenna Schmitt,
and Derek Herrmann perform at
the Red Ribbon Week assembly.
The skit performed gave insight
on how drugs affect the lives of
others. .. S5 ~ / 4
Photo by: Andrea Schnur | e R



1. Senior police officer Eric Stoltz gives a ficket to an illegally
parked car. Police officers not only enforce the school laws
in the parking lot, but around the hallways as well

Photo by: Stephanie Seibert

2. Faculty and students meet around the flag pole on the
National Day of Prayer. This is a way for the students and
faculty to gather and pray together

Photo by: Briftni Herron

3. Senior girls offer their advice on different situations to the|
sophomore girls at the sophomore retreat that was held at
Mater Dei. They discussed many topics, from religion to
peer pressure. Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. Brandy Sparks and Brian Kuester recycle papers used by,
the Mater Dei departments. Sparks and Kuester recycle
papers to help out the school and the environment.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

5. Mater Dei-ville Mayor Todd Wannemuehler pauses for a
moment to consider an option suggested by one of the
other student government members. Wannemuehler
encourages everyone to voice their opinions and concerns.
Photo by: Ashley Alles

Senior Todd Wannemuehler is well
on his way in leading the way. As
mayor of Mater Dei-ville,
Wannemuehler is definitely seen as
a leader to the rest of the student
body and even the faculty. The
mayor has many duties and requires
much fime and commitment.

"My position is important fo me
because it allows me to develop my
leadership ability while | help improve
our student city. One half of my job
involves the behind-the-scenes orga-
nization and the other part involves
delegating responsibility fo the other
council members.”

As the mayor, Wannemuehler
must devote his time and talent fo
the student body, but he must also
be wiling to hear the opinions ar
concerns of the other council meﬂ
bers and the whole student box
One of his main duties is fo relay
students’ questions, statements, ai
concems back fo the faculty mer
bers or the principal.

"I feel the student body respor
well to me because | am part of the
student body. The students know and
frust that | have their interests in mi
because we share the same inft
ests.”

Portraying a leader is a hard r«

fo fill. There are many fimes wh
Wannemuehler must be a \ech
outside of the mayor role

“Outside of being mayor, | c‘

headed the prom-planning commit-

tee as junior class president. Whil

this responsibility proved difficulf!

also filed me with a greater appre-
ciation and understanding of Iezm
ership.”

As head of student counm
Wannemuehler interacts with a
evaluates the other council mem-
bers. He knows that the job of mayEuil
is very important and requires specij
qualities that he feels many of i
council members possess. Altho
he personally will not be the on
choose next year's mayor, he still
a vote and that means he neex
pick the person he think will be most
quadilified to take his place and lead
the school

“In my opinion, leadership requires
passion, perseverance, empathy,
honesty, listening skills, patience, and
most importantly self-sacrifice. Dur-
ing my mayoral term, I've been
blessed with the opportunity fo work
with numerous other Mater Dei-vile
student leaders. These individuals
have both made my job much sim-
pler and increased the overall effec-
tiveness of the Student Government.”

Wannemuehler really stepped up
and fufiled his duty as mayor from
day one when he was elected. Next
year, we can only hope that some-
one as dedicated as Wannemuehler
will be elected for the position of
mayor of Mater Dei-ville



Mater Dei's Creative Minds
Think for themselves

Creativity can be shown through artistic expression, and
each student's perspective of creativity is unique. With
classes such as creative writing, art, yearbook, and news-
paper, students find enjoyment in their own way of dis-
playing creativity.

Art classes are a common way for Mater Dei students
to express their creative minds teach students the skill to
approach art from a different perspective.

“Everybody has a different style of creativity. In art you
have to find ways fo catch everyone's eye,” says sopho-
more art Il student Madison Parkinson

Creative wiiting class is an excellent outlet for students
to put their creative minds to work. The different writing
techniques taught in creative wiiting, from poetry to short
stories, allow students to put their pen to paper.

“We are working on poetry and it helps us to work on
grammar as well as expressing thoughts and feelings on
paper. Some poetry is even published in a Creative Com-
munications contest,” says sophomore Jessica Grabert

Outside the classroom, the yearbook and newspaper
staff works fo show the school and community the every-
day life of students. Staff members attend athletic events
and extracurricular activiies fo photograph and interview
students. It takes time and effort to photograph an en-
gaging picture, just as it does to wiite a poem that will
catch the reader's aftention and stick out in their minds.

“Yearbook is a big scrapbook of your friends, school,
and life in high school. There's a point to it, it feels like
you've accomplished something for yourself and for oth-
ers,” says senior 2003-04 yearbook editor Katie Scheller.

To improve their work, staff members invite guests fo
their classes to criique their work. They aftend a Media
Day workshop af USl in order fo leam new techniques, from
photography to writing, they can incorporate into their
newspaper or yearbook. Though the classes are enjoy-
able, they are still hard and require a large amount of time
and effort from the sfudents.

“I's very stressful because its based on deadlines and
you want it fo do a good job because it reflects on you,”
explains Scheller.

Some students use their imaginative minds to deliver
important messages to the present and future wildcats.
Groups such as Smart Moves, Without, and Promise to Keep
explain the importance of good decision making skills.

"We have to add style to all of our skits and programs in
order to make it exciting but still informative,” says junior
Promise to Keep member Brittney Kerchief.

Creative classes at Mater Dei provide a unique envi-
ronment in which students express themselves freely. Ar-
fistic classes are an important aspect of students' lives and
support them in their abilities beyond math and history.
These classes provide students an alternative way to pro-
ductively express their creative minds.

Kelsey Mitsdarffer ‘06, Emily Raben '06, & Rosanna
Sarfore ‘06

Senior Shanna Bush begins
yearbook class by checking the
assignments in her mailbox. The
staff uses their mailboxes to
communicate with each other and
store information on articles.
Photo by: Jill Merkel

Junior Ryan Perkins paints
intensely in Mrs. Jewel Joffray’s
advanced art class. Students
enjoy taking art because it gives
them a creative outlet and a
chance to get away from the
books.

Photo by: Susan Muensterman



1. Junior Brittany Erkman and sophomore Rachel Schenk
rehearse with senior Kristi Wilsman playing the collapsed
victim. An essential aspect of theater is being able to act in
many different genres. Photo by: Brittni Herron

2. Junior mat cat member Ashley Muensterman prepares

coach Kelly Maurer's scrapbook. Along with many other
responsibilities, the mat cats create scrapbooks for the
varsity wrestlers and coaches. Photo by: Brittni Herron

3. Freshman speech team members Emily Mandel and
Danielle Ritter search for this season’s piece. Since the
team recieved a grant, the speech team was able to
purchase new materials for upcoming competitions

Photo by: Jessica Grabert

4. Sophomore Kelsey Mitsdarffer photographs the Mater
Dei cafeteria ladies as part of a journalism assignment. An
important part of journailsm class is getting familiar with. the|
camera and how to capture creative photos.

Photo by: Rosanna Sartore

5. Play director Mr. Chris Drew applies gray hair fo senior
Tim Miller, who was cast as Mr. VanSchtop in the fall
production of “Spirator City. Hours are spent applying
makeup to transform the actors into their characters.

Photo by: Rosie Mayer

Around Mater Dei, there are many
creative minds. Many classes and
groups display creativity in certain in-
dividuals. Creative wiiting, art, inte-
rior design, journalism, drama, year-
book, and newspaper are some ex-
amples. Sophomore Caitlyn Nemer
is one of many who chose to enroll
in these creative classes.

*l am in journalism so | can be in
yearbook next year and start to de-
velop the skills | will need in reporting
for different things. In the future |
hope to work for a magazine or news-
paper.”

Joumnalism is one of many classes
offered at Mater Dei that requires cre-
ativity. It differs from other required
classes because it allows students to
express themselves in ways that oth-
ers don't by challenging the students
to look at things from different per-
spectives and fo create new id
that can be used in the newspa
and yearbook.

“This class is different from m
because the things we do are so
ferent than a regular class such
making layouts, taking pictures, in
viewing people, and wiiting stori
It takes creativity because you have
to have some ability to think outside ]
the box and show others what 1t
can't normally see.”

There are many different assigpa.
ments and duties to be complete
in the journalism classes, whi
leaves open a wide area for sty
to find a favorite area in which
choose to excell.

“We work with others to develoy
better sense of knowledge regardi
journalism. | most liked the phol
assignments where we had fo e
cise creativity because it gave u:
chance fo be different and get
of the normal routine.”

Whereas the journalism clas: [
are based upon credtivity, there
still guidelines the school requ%s
them to follow and that includes tie
routines of taking notes and tests. gy

“We take tests weekly on the cu-
rent events and A.P. style book.”

Journalism classes give many
people a different view on journalism
and yearbook and on possibly pur-
suing a career in one or the other.

"It has made me see how much
work the yearbook and newspaper
staff members put in writing stories
and ftaking the extra effort to help out
and know more about what's going
on around them. It sets us up for
being better in college and opens
out minds to different experiences.”

If someone is considering going
info a field of creativity, journalism is
only one of many classes that stu-
dents can take fo further their edu-
cation on the subject and gain some:
first hand experience in the field of
study.






From bell to bell, we are learning.
But a great deal of learning goes on outside of the
90-minute block and not all of it comes from a
traditional lecture.
Everyone hears about our SAT scores and sees our
Lilly scholars, but they don’t have the chance to
see our classrooms. They don‘t know the dedica-
tion of our teachers or their creativity.
Unfortunately, many think that these students are
naturally brilliant and that they just do well automati-
cally, which is not the case. It is the continuous efforts
of the entire faculty; making learning fun, meaningful
and relevant, as well as informative.
Everyone needs to see the whole picture to truly

understand why Mater Dei Students succeed.



Many Mater Dei teachers like to
incorporate hands-on projects info
their classes to help students leam.
Senior Andy Schenk shares some in-
sight into why he enjoys participat-
ing in projects that teach.

“During my four years at Mater
Dei, | have been involved in many
projects that feach. Some of my
favorites were the senior English Iit-
erature project and the Econ Stock
Market Game.”

Most students enjoy projects that
getthem out of their desks because
presentations and projects make
leamning more fun than if a teacher
lectures for ninety minutes. Some
students also enjoy getting to take
the stage and stand up in front while
sharing their ideas with the rest of
thé*Class, such as the projects the
seniors had fo do in Mrs. Donofrio’s
English 12 class.

“The English power point presen-
tation was fun because | led a
group of three other students and
we taught the class the story of
Morte dArthur. | like projects like
Power point and other hands-on
prejects because they help me
Understand what's being taught.
I'm a really visual person.”

Other projects, however, are
unlike the power point presentations
@nd do not involve teaching a
class, but remain very hands-on
@nd visual. One example of this is
theé marniage game in Economics.

"It helps you leamn the pros and
cons of how a good marriage works
ond the finances that are involved
inevery economic decision. I've
Probably gotten the most out of this
preject because it made me real-
izeshow fough it can be to finance
and budget a mariage and possi-
Bly'even a family.”

Another project that Schenk has
been heavily involved with is de-
signing the school's web page in his
advanced web class.

*| took web design as a junior
@nd leamned the basics of making
QaWweb page. This yearin advanced
web, | used what | learned last year
fomake a web page about the stu-
dént council. The website is set up
fo kind of show off Mater Dei-ville
and the surrounding community.
My group felt that the Mater Dei-ville
government should be recognized
because it is unique and modeled
after a real city government. The
group of Erin Harpenau, Rhen
Koester, Drew Nurrenbern, Craig
Maier, and | won first place in the
district for the site.”

Whether or not someone is a vi-
sual leamer, projects that teach are
important fo break up the routine
of ninety minute lectures. Whether
being the teacher or being the lis-
fener, everyone can learn from
these projects, and some may
even one day grow fo enjoy them,

ing homes, and food mo\md
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at working w ymms is like,” says se
irlessons fo help such  nior Liz Kirsch. “Fe and putting them
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Senior Nick Frazer is mobbed by the
children he works with as a part of
Ministry class. Frazer spends his time
volunteering at St. Vincent de Paul's
daycare center while other class-
mates help out at nursing homes a
food shelters.

Photo by: Laura Schroeder

Reaching over a senior student, Mrs. Donna
Lefler gives her advice on which stock would
be best to buy. The Stock Market Game
simulates real world stock trading, which
may become a valuable skill later in life.
Photo by: Jill Merkel

During their group projects in English 12,
seniors Dan Euler and Jeanna Butler teach
the class about Morte D’ Arthur. To make the
project more interesting the group decided to
add a little flavor by wearing a crown and
using a sword

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Before receiving their mechanical
baby, seniors Christina Devault
and Chris Niemeier listen to
instructions from Jackie Richards,
a representative from St. Mary’s
Hospital, about the
responsiblities of becoming a
parent.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Freshmen Mitch Funke, Laura Hall,and
Marie Wolf measure the height of a free
using a protractor during biology class.
The biology classes rely heavily on the
outdoors for projects and experiments
Photo by: Katie Scheller




How T

Sophomore Meghan Berneking
enjoys participating in many of the
hands-on projects that are offered at
Mater Dei. Many students feel that
participating in hands-on projects is
a good opportunity to lean things
othewise not taught inside a class-
room. These projects help make
each school day unique and more
interesting.

Berneking's schedule consists of

Junior Dana Mueller gets her lamprey
ready for dissection in anatomy and
physiology. Students in the second

4
4

many classes that allow hands-on
creativity. These classes do not only
require the usual note taking, boring
lectures, and assignments, but also
require the abilility to interact with oth-
ers. To succeed with these projects,
one must be able fo connect the
leaming and the fun.

*l am in advanced biology where
we dissect things alot. |am also tak-
ing creative wiiting and journalism. In

Semester class also dissect a fetal pig and

study various skeletal structures
Photo by: Stephanie Seibert

Sophomores Jessie Seib and Leslie Goans
review the pictures they took for an
assignment in journalism class. The
students were given many photo assign-
ts that allowed them to get a hands
experience on how the cameras work.
Photo by: Tiffany Floyd

| g

creative wrifing, we write stories and
poetry. In journalism we do Mr. Wells'
dirty work while leaming the basics of
writing and taking pictures.”
Berneking, although only a
sophomore, has already experi-
enced many creative classes that
incorporate hands-on projects into
everyday leamning. However difficult
hands-on projects may seem to stu-
dents, most of the time the goal of

these projects is to aid students wh
leam visually.

"In Advanced Biology, it's easier
leam when you can see the animal
instead of just looking at a picture
Mr. Voegel often tests us on a cam
era so you have to know what he's
talking about.”

Many students enjoy hands-on
leaming because it breaks up a day
of teachers lecturing and studenis
faling asleep. It allows them to get
out of the hard desk chairs and
stretch their weary limbs.

"If's a nice to fake a break from
taking notes and reading textbooks.”



the students

hance fo have fun with

ing and also helps the students
nber the things they leamed in

e fs teach
s you more into the real w
| think these methods are
e because you remember
etter, especially in journalism
stuff on the computer.”
ds-on projects are a great
vay fo interact and leam while pro-
ing lessons that won't be soon for-
Jotten.

Every student leams in his or her own way.
At Mater Dei, teachers foster students’ learn-
ing methods with projects and Hands-on
activites. Classes from marketing to anatomy
and child care to T& bring a new classroom
experience everyday.

“Dissecting in Biology makes it easier to
leamn because you're able to see what the
animals look like on the inside,” says sopho-
more Amanda Cox. 'If's easier fo memorize
the parts when you see the real thing.”
Economics, a required class for seniors,
helps prepare students for the world. - Students
enrolled in this class participate in the mariage
game and the Stock Market Game, two main
hands-on activities the class offers

“l try to pick stocks that everyone uses,” re-
marks senior Zach Zirkelbach, whose team has
been ranked as high as number one in the
sfate. “The sfocks | choose are medical re-
lated because every person needs medicine.”
The mariage game gives students an op-
portunity fo work with other people while leamn-
ing tasks that are common for most aduls.

"It was a lot easier for me because | worked
by myself and | didn't have some of the prob-
lems that married couples had,” explains se-
nior Lindsey Schenk.

pants, aprons, and pillows.
Photo by: Jessica Knight

“HANDS™ ON

A different approach to learning

Marketing class also gives students a
chance fo experience the buisness world. For
one hands-on project, students design a prod-
uct they intend on selling fo the student body.
Stocks are then sold fo fund the creation of
theiridea. After the product is finally created,
students sell the finished product to the stu-
dent body. This hands-on project gives stu-
dents experience in the process of producing
and selling their own product.

“The puppy chow project made the class
more fun because it broke up the lectures and
gave us a chance to see how the business
world works,” says sophomore Kendra Scheller.

Adult roles is another class offered at Mater
Dei that helps students in life beyond the class-
room. The class involves learning formal eti-
quette and helpful tips that can be used in
real life situations.

"One project that we do involves staining
cloth and then finding the best way to remove
the stain,” says senior Katie Kemmerlin.

Most students agree that hands-on classes
make the day more enjoyable and go by
fasfer, With the variety of ways o lengthen edu-
cation, it is no wonder hands-on leaming is a
big part of Mater Dei

Tiffany Floyd ‘06 and Stephanie Seibert '06

Seniors Jenjer Elpers and Kevin
Tepool cook stir-fry in Mrs.
Larson’s senior home economics
class. This isn‘t the only class one
can take to learn valuable life
skills. Textiles and designs,
orientation to life and careers,
and child care are other classes
one can fake to further his or her
preparation for life.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Junior Emily Shetler puts some finishing touches on her project
in Mrs. Larson’s fashion design class. In this class students
learn the basics of sewing. Many sewing projects include




How 1§
Rare are the sfudents who are will-
ing to join everything possible and
work hard to achieve excellence. A
model example of this effortis sopho-
more Mark Modesitt. While maintain-
ing a 4.0 GPA, Modesitt participates
in numerous activities and sports.
"I am a council person-at-large,
a member of the reserve football
team, the varsity swimming team, a
drama participant, a theatre club

B
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member, a speech team member,
a member of liturgical ensemble, a
member of Without/Smart Moves,
Service Club, and Academic Super
Bowl. | am also a boy scout and a
published poet.”

There are many factors that can
encourage someone to become in-
volved and excel in all areas. Many
people do not have the motivation
or the dedication that is needed in

Senior Lindsey Schenk receives help from
Mrs. Robin Sitzman during a Wednesday
tutoring session. Schenk takes time out of
her schedule to go to the sessions in order
fo improve her grades. Many students
take advantage of after-school tutoring to

bring their grades up.
Photo by: Hannah Wannemuehler

Sophomore Derek Lappe puts his answer
fo Mrs. Mitchell's history contest in the
answer box. Mitchell offers the contest to
her classes to expand their knowledge of
history while giving an opportunity for
extra points.

Photo by: Katie Scheller
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order fo achieve success.

"l really started to get involved in
high school because | knew it really
mattered. |joined all these activities
50 I'd become more diverse, and it
gives me opportunities o meet new
people and explore new things.”

Numerous activities not only allow
students o meet new people and fry
new things, but they teach valuable
lessons such as time management

and organizational skills.

Not only does an overachieve;
need to be motivated, and acqui
allthe necessary skills, they must lear
to balance their time so they don
become fired and unfocused.

*| organize my schedule and cu
back on social time. | really don
know what I'd do with more free time
but | keep doing it so | can be more
prepared for a better future.”

Of course, being involved i
countless activities, things are boun
to get hectic, especially if the activi
ties begin to overlap.

“Most of my activites are on dif



metimes my

e day | had

speech, and swimming prac:

> all meeting at the same time

school. | someh manage
y fime and made it fo all three a

example of

dra effort in more ways than one.

to attend Notre Dame and

 in political science or pre-law.
are some very hi

the future.

XTRAEFFORT

Proof that hard work

pays off

Students who are willing to take time out of
their busy schedules and give extra effort are
not hard to find at MD. These students, often
rare, make up a large portion of the student
body.

Many students like to go the extra mile and
put in extra time in order to achieve a good
grade, reach a certain goal, or receive a pres
figious award.

Hard work definitely pays off in the end
says senior Blake Maurer, a four-time wrestiing
state champion and honor roll student. *1am
living proof.

Improving grades and maintaining GPAs
are main priorities that many students work ex-
tra hard for. Staying after school on Wednes-
days for Ms. Williams' study hall is one way that
students can try to improve their grades. Extra
credit, such as volunteering at Recycle Day
for Mr. Voegel, is another way for students to
raise their grades.

Students aren't the only ones making extra
effort. Many teachers also give the effort to
help their students improve their grades or get
recognized for their hard work. Ms. Rogge
encourages her students o enter their wiiting
into various contests in order to get published
"I think we have very talented students who

Sophomore Kayley Will lights the candles that will inflate her
hot air balloon. The balloon, a project for chemistry class,

should get credit for their talent. It looks good
on aresume. Itis also good attention for our
school and good for our reputation,” says
Rogge

Through her history contest, Mrs. Mitchell
also challenges her students. Each day be-
fore class, students have the opportunity fo an-
swer a review question for bonus points. Points
accumulate throughout the quarter and the
student with the most points wins a prize.

It gets students focused before class starts.
Its @ good review, and it can help students
who don't do very well on tests to gain some
extra points,” explains Mitchell

One way for chemistry students to earn ex-
fra credit is o demonstrate experiments at
open houses and at eighth grade visitation.

“The experiment | did was called 'Old
Foamy,” says junior Anna Reckelhoff. | mixed
hydrogen peroxide, soap, and sodium iodide
in a graduated cylinder, and the reaction
caused foam to explode out of the top.”

Putting in extra effort is a great way to
achieve recognition and greatness. It shows
that students want to be successful, both in
school and out.

Brittney Miller ‘06, Katie Funke ‘06, Jessica
Grabert ‘06, & Kayley Wil '06

study blocks.
Photo by: Shanna Bush

could earn students up to twenty-five extra credit points.

Photo by: Ashley Alles

Juniors Briftni Herron and Allison
Mesker get to school early to
study together in the hallways
before the start of the day. Many
students use the early morning
hours to get help from teachers
and study in groups since the
new schedule has eliminated



Senior Nick Frazer is one of many
students at Mater Dei that trades
places for a small portion of his
school day. Frazer trades places
by participating in ministry class,
where he and the seven other stu-
dents in the class go fo places like
daycare centers, homeless shelters,
and nursing homes to help out.
Ministry class is one of many ways
that students take on leadership
roles and become teachers.

*In ministry class, | go to St.
Vincent's Day Care and volunteer
in a classroom with about fifteen
kids. | help out the teachers and
do allthe fun activiies with the kids.”

Participating in ministry Class has
many benefits and is not only for
students hoping fo pursue a career
in feligion or the church, but it is also
away to become involved with the
greater ministry of the church,

“Ihave leamed alot of patience
with dealing with the kids there and
I'véleamed how to deal with com-
plaining and crying children. | like
it because i's something different
ffom the usual every day going to
sehool and sifting in a classroom.
IS fun because there is no routine
and you never know what's going
folhappen.”

Ministry class definitely gives stu-
dents a feel for feaching and even
shines a different light on leaming
and the way sfudents understand
'the work that teachers do and what
is being taught fo them.

“I've gotten more respect for
#ecchers and what they put up with.
Jhey deal with a lot more stuff than
We'think. It's hard fo be a teacher.”

Even if someone isn't necessar-
#yshoping fo pursue a profession in
education, ministry class gives stu-
dents a chance to experience
leading a group and what it means
to make a difference in children’s
lives

1 think I've made a difference
Pecause every time | walk in the
elassroom, the kids run up to me
yeling my name and give me a
Bug. 1like it because it's nice to be
Oppreciated.”

For Frazer, enrolling in ministry
class appears to be a very wise
decision, one that he will remem-
ber for a long time.

I initially joined ministry class
because | didn't want to take an-
other art class and David Wolf told
me that I should do ministry. Now, |
would definitely recommend  that
people take this class and get out
and help others because it's fun to
help and you are able to get away
from Mater Dei for alittle bit of time.”

Ministry is not just a class in which
astudent receives a grade and will
easily be forgoften when the se-
mester ends. If is a class that will
allow for the development of o
person’s faith.
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Senior Katie Scheller helps a Westside Catholic student
through the Student Ambassador program. As student
ambassadors, seniors travel to the different grade
schools around the city to help younger students with
their classwork.

Photo by: Jessica Knight

Junior Nikki Sheridan helps classmate Amber
Ferrari with her homework. Students often
refer to other students for help in classes
because they can’t always find time for the
teachers to help them

Photo by: David Hudson

When teachers finish their lesson plans early,
students often tutor each other when they
need help. Juniors Jason Devillez, Michael
Fuchs, and Greg Ambrose work together on
homework in Mr. Wathen’s classroom

Photo by: David Hudson

Geometry teacher
Mrs. Angela Strehl
studies for her
master’s degree at
the local
McDonalds. After
three years of work,
it finally paid off
and Strehl received
her well-earned
degree in second-
ary education in
mathematics in
December from
usl

Sophomore Brittney Miller adds a Photo by: David
creative touch to her phonics tutoring Hudson
session. She enjoys tutoring a five year

old boy once a week for a little extra

money.

Photo by: Hannah Wannemuehler



Leaming typically takes place in-
doors. Sitting inside classrooms
normally takes up the majority of the
day at Mater Dei. However, some
teachers take the inifiative to bring
their classes outside the classroom
and info a different, more inferest-
ing leaming environment. Fresh-
men experience this method of
teaching most often in Mr. Voegel's
freshman biology class. Chris
DeWitt is one of many freshman
who enjoys taking the learming out-
side the classroom.

"I's almost like a break because
you'e not in school, and it doesn't
seem like you are in class, and it
makes the class go faster.”

Leaming outside the classroom
is similar to hands-on leaming be-
cause students literally have their
hands on the material that they are
stugying. Many students find this
méthod of leaming easier because
théy can visually comprehend the
m@ferial instead of looking at a pic-
ture. Actually seeing the lesson also
™dkes it easier fo remember the

gminfermation.

“Hands on and close contact
with what you are talking about

\.definitely helps you understand it

mere. | recognize what we are
wstudying when | am walking around

eutside and when I'm outside on
My, own around my house.”

Mr. Voegel takes his biology
classes outside and engages them
in phany different projectsin his “out-
door classroom.”

¥Depending on what we are
‘sttictying, we go and we might look

SféPspecific types of plants or fun-

‘gUs. Mr. Voegel will talk fo us about

what we are looking at and what

‘We' found and explain to us what

they are. We might take them in

and look at them in the micro-
pes or just look at them out there
d talk about them. Once we had
Scavenger hunt and we were
gllegking for leaves when we were
“sibdying dicot and monocot
plants.”

“eaming outside the classroom
‘€an sometimes be a messy activ-
ity and for this reason, Mr. Voegel
requires his students fo bring extra
clothes and shoes so that they do
not dirty their uniforms and frack
mud info the hallways.

"We bring in old pairs of shoes
flom home, and we keep them in
his room and when we go outside
we change info them and take
them back off before we go info his
room.”

There's something exciting about
taking a lesson taught inside the
classroom and incorporating it info
the world outside of lab fables and
goggles. Not only does outdoor
leaming break up the routine of the
school day, but it also makes learmn-
ing more interesting and easier for
the students fo understand.
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At a field trip to the Evansville Museum, sophomores
Nicole Hinderliter and Hailey Kempf sketch a work for
later discussion in class. Viewing the artwork gives
students ideas for improving their own works.

Photo by: Laura Mesker

Sophomore Brittney Miller snaps pictures at
Howell Park during the Walk-A-Thon. The
pictures were shot for a publication assign-
ment in the Introduction to Journalism class
Photo by: Laura Mesker

Senior Andy Wathen landscapes the court-
yard during Mr. Carl Voegel's Advanced
Biology class. This project helps to keep the
courtyard looking neat and presentable
Photo by: Stephanie Seibert

As part of Mr. Roger Sills*
computer graphics class, Ron
Cole from Inland Container
came to Mater Dei to talk
about how his business makes
packaging. He then gave the
students the chance to try their
hand at his job, package
designing, where they de-
signed a box for a chair.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Sophomore Laura Mesker uses her extra
time to finish a wire sculpture to be
entered in the high school art show. With
so many art projects that have to be
completed, students often take their
pieces home to stay on schedule.

Photo by: Brittney Miller




Junior Kourtney Scott has a talent
for balancing. Not only must she
balance her drumsticks while per-
forming in the band, but she also bal-
ances her time between the many
activities she has joined.

“Aregular day for me during band
season is: | go to school, have band
for two or three hours after school, go
fo dance for an hourand a half, then
drive a half hour home and then work

on homework. Usually | fry to get five
or six hours of sleep.”

Scott is involved in cheerleading,
liturgical ensemble, dance, aca-
demic super bowl, while also main-
taining the titles of drum maior, jun-
ior councilperson at large, finance
head of the efficiency car team, and
backstage and choreographer for
the musical. She does all of this while
maintaining a 3.7 GPA.

Signing his letter of intent to wrestle at Ohio
State, Senior Blake Maurer is surrounded by
students and teammates that support him
Blake achieved this schlorship by maintaining
high academics while becoming Mater Dei’s

first four-time state champion
Photo by: Brittni Herron

Sophomore Laura Mesker makes weekend
plans with her friends while transferring cookies
fo a tray while working at the Donut Bank.

Many students involved in school activities work
on the side to make extra money
Photo by: Kim Spahn

"With all these activities, | have
friends from every group. | enjoy
doing everything that | am involved
in, and | wouldn't want fo give any-
thing up. | would actually like to do
more than | do now, but it really
wouldn't be possible.”

Scottisn't the first generation of her
family to be involved in many things.
Infact, it was hermom and sister that
motivated her to become involved

"My mom wanted me to get in
volved in high school because she
was very involved when she was in
high school. One main reason | got
inband is because of my sister who
did it all through high school and
college, and | just saw how much
fun it was and | realized it really is
that much fun. All of my best friends
are in band and that gives us a lot
of time to hang out and be stupid

Involving oneself in numerous
activities, balancing time, and
sometimes choosing between ac-
fivities can become very stressful
How a person deals with stress plays




g in his or her attitude.

There seems always to be an-
b activity that's going on at the
ame time as something more im-
corfant. | always have to choose

~hich activity is more important. My

s reliever is when I'm driv-

~g home; | listen to music, and what

sten to depends on my mood. It

ally calms me down.”

The balancing act is a hard one

le and perfect. Scottisamong

ew that have the dedication and

nce which are necessary in

2rder to keep involved with Mater Dei
surrounding communiy.
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PALANCING

Managing time when you're

involved

When it comes to Mater Dei students, get-
ting involved is not a question. It seems like
everyone is in something, but the real ques-
tion is how do we balance it all. Some stu
dents have practice every night, a job, club
meetings, and still manage to maintain a high
GPA. Students can be in anything they want
they just need to be able to balance their
schedules and know what's really important to
them. One thing that really seems to help is
planning ahead.

Ashley Hoffmann, a sophomore, has two
part time jobs, is @ member of the volleyball
team, and somehow finds time fo maintain a
high GPA.

"When I'm not in volleyball, | work extra so
that way when the season starts, | won't have
to work as much,” Hoffrann says.

Handling all the stress of school and sports
with two affer-school jobs is far from an easy
fask.

| got frustrated at first, but | got used o it.
It really taught me how to work with others and
plan ahead,” says Hoffmann.

Another good way to balance activities is
for students to set goals for themselves to
achieve. Blake Maurer, a four time state
champ in wrestiing, is a perfect example of

this. Maurer has maintained a 3.5 GPA and
earmed a full-ride scholarship to Ohio State.

"My main goal at the beginning of this year
was fo win my fourth state fitie, and it feels great
to say that | accomplished that,” comments
Maurer.

Involvernent in activities forces students to
evaluate their priorifies and make sure that their
schoolwork and other more important activi-
ties come first.

Sophomore Tiffany Payton goes from vol-
leyball to basketball to softoall year after year.
Going from season fo season in a strenuous
sport proves fo be stressful at times.

“There are nights when | get home from a
game, and | am exhausted. | just want fo talk
on the phone, but | have fo force myself to do
homework,” Payton remarks

It's amazing that students can balance
everything and still manage to have lives.
Sometimes students are in so much that they
get bumnt out. This is when it comes time to
decide what is important

“If you're working so much you can't get
everything done, it's just not worth it,” Hoffmann
agrees.

Courtney Adler '06, Lauren Oliver ‘06, & Kim
Spahn '06

Junior Kourtney Scott, along with
sophomore David Learned, leads
the students at a pep assembly
by playing the school song.
Along with participating in the
band, Scott is involved in cheer,
student government, dance, and
still maintains academic honors
Photo by: Katie Funke

Sophomore Tiffany Payton uses a spare moment in class to
study ahead for a test. Maintaining good grades is manda-
tory to participate in extra-curricular activities and sports.
Photo by: Kim Spahn
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When the last bell of the day rings, we are off and

%

on our own.
After the long hours of lectures, the countless updates
and the seemingly ever-present pop-quizzes, we
need some time to unwind and enjoy ourselves.
We have interests that we pursue and talents that
we are developing. We use our time wisely . . . for
the most part.

We are constantly searching for fun and new things
todo. Schoolis the central focus of our lives, and
although it gives us much to do, on our own we find
activities to occupy our time.

This is our life and this is how we spend our time.




Shining in the Limelight

Performing isn't for everyone. Performers of-
ten have a certain star quality or charisma about
them that gives them the edge and extra some-
thing it takes to enterfain an audience. It is a
competiive process that requires skill, concen-
fration, talent, and overall, passion

Junior Briftany Erkman establishes that there is
nothing quite like taking the stage, and that it can
actually become quite addicting

“There’s an amazing adrenaline rush that the
crowd gives off,” says Erkman. “Ever since | was
liftie, stepping onstage has just been my comfort
zone. | love singing.”

Erkman has performed in the West Side Nut
Club Fall Festival Talent Show in addition fo tak-
ing the stage in musicals and plays.

“I's just a feeling of sheer bliss,” says Erkman,
who has sung in front of over 5000 people.

Performing comes in forms other than singing
and acting, however. Junior Ben Weber, a mem-
ber of the MD Speech Team, teamed up with
Rosanna Sartore in humorous duo to perform
“Variations on the Death of Trotsky.”

“I'm a very competitive person, and, oddly
enough, speech is very competitive,” Weber says.

Speech feam members put in hours of work
each work preparing for the competitive meets
The hard work, however, is compromised with fun.

“But people don't know that it's actually fun
and you don't have to do a serious piece. You
can do funny things,” explains Weber

Performances are even taken inside the class-
room. For Ms. Rogge’s AP English class, Junior
Craig Schutz composed and performed an origi-
nal song for his Hamlet presentation,

“I thought the idea to write a ballad was origi-
nal,” says Schufz. "It took about eight hours to
write the music and lyrics for the song. It takes
quite a lot of time and energy to write music.”

Performing is a skill that takes time to get used
to and becomes beneficial when developed

“Performing in front of people does get you
prepared for speaking in front of people because
that's what you have to doin real life,” says Schutz.

Performing is also an area that requires thick
skin fo succeed.

‘The stage can be your best fiiend or your
worst enemy. If you fall down, you have to get
back up and keep moving. That's all you can do
really,” says Erkman. “Most the time, the audi-
ence only notices the big mistakes, except for a
select few,” she laughs.

Susan Muensterman '05

Seniors Shane Provost,
Philip Elpers, and Ben
Paciorkowski “speak
no evil, hear no evil,
see no evil and hide
from the queen during
the musical. Their frio
of the Minstrel, the
Jester, and the King
was the subject of
many laughs and
created a humorous
storyline

Photo by: Tiffany
Schoenbachler




1. Acting out “Four Guys, a Camera, and a Dream,”
seniors Sam Weber, Joe Hillenbrand, and B.J
Griese entertain the audience at the talent show
The fourth member of the group, senior Kevin
Tepool, received many laughs as he comically kept
the beat on a cowbell

Photo by: Katie Scheller

2. Carefully watching for the time to expire, senior
Tim Miller awaits the queen’s decision on the fate
of the princess. This year's musical retold the
classic story “The Princess and the Pea.”

Photo by: Tiffany Schoenbachler

3. Siblings senior Shane and junior Emma Provost
serenade the crowd with their rendition of “The First
Cut is the Deepest” during the annual talent show.
Photo by: Katie Scheller

4. Senior Katie Frank preforms both original and
cover songs at the Wadi. The Wadi Cafe is a haven
where many high school students relax in a
tranquil atmosphere

Photo by: Caitlyn Nemer

5. Senior Kristi Wilsman shows her star quality
during her talent show performance of Reba
McEntire’s “Fancy.” Wilsman also starred as Lady
Larken in the musical “Once Upon a Mattress.”
Photo by: Katie Scheller

6. Ladies-in-waiting freshman Alex Bigge, junior
Brittany Erkman, sophomore Robin Fehrenbacher,
and junior Jaclyn Muensterman sing as part of the
chorus during the opening song of this year's
musical.

Photo by: Tiffany Schoenbachler

How Tuey SeE

Being a star is somethi

people, others prefer to be solo.

“I am more comfortable with my
brother because with his personality I can
mess up and he can play it off. But I also
like playing solo because I can be myself
and do the best that I can do and I only
have to rely on mysel

Provost, taking a bigger step towards

hat some
people dream of their entire lives. For a
talented few, the opportunity 1o live out
their dream comes early. For junior

ally hear the music and project the mean-
ing through song. My biggest fears when
on stage are my voice not hit-
ting the right note, or being flat.”

feel totally relieved after a perfor-
mance because I'm always hoping for a
good performance. It feels great know-
ing that people enjoyed my talent.”
Dreams of stardom involve fantasies

Emma Provost, being a star is something
that she is already experienci

“I've always loved si
always been told I have

before a crowd

Performing on a s

can be unnerving and even stressful.
“It’s really nerve racking, but when

you are on stage long enough you start to

et comfortable. I have a tendency to re-

Before performing, most people usu-
ally prepare in some way. Others find
they don’t need to prepare a whole lot.

“I don’t really prepare. For the talent
show I didn’t even practice with Shane,
but it usually all pans out in the end.”
After having a great performance, it
iis a relief knowing that they did well and

left the crowd satisfied.

of one day being famous. However, Pro-
vost does not feel famous these days,
“Inmy own right I have my own fans,
but I don’t really feel famous.”
Feeling comfortable performing is
something that every future star hopes to
achieve. While some performers feel
most comfortable on stage with other

her singing career, tried out in Atlanta,
GA for American Idol.

“I got a good response, the people
enjoyed my voice but I felt they were
looking for someone born in Georgia.”

For Provost and other young star
gazers, experience and practice seem to
be a must in furthering their career in
performing.
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The music blares deafeningly as the crowd
surges fo the beat and laughs 0 over the din.
Surrounded by friends, you can't help but join in

ular song. Wel-

floor, | don't care
le think and | let myself have a bla
senior Eric Reffett. “Even though | am re-
quired to be at dances because of student coun-
cil, | would go anyway because all the students
get together and have a good time.”

The Christmas Dance ¢ gives underclass-
men a chance fo attend a formal dan
Prom is limited to juni and seniors.

"l liked going to the Christras Dan
| got to dress up,” remarks freshman
“It was fun shopping for my dress and
hair done. | can't wait until next year.”

though li
0 n bring a good time,
most students agree that dances are fun be-
themn fun.

“"Dances have goften better since my fresh-
man year, but only because | realized that they
wouldn't be fun unless | made them fun,” says
senior Tyler Musgrave

Dances are also just another excuse to have
something to do and hang out with fiends:

"lgotodances because |
and dancing,” says sophomo

It also gives the girls a chance to primp and
get dressed up for their date

| especially like the Christmas Dance be-
use it's formal and it makes you feel pretty,
plains Elsner
Many people enjoy going fo the dances
1 they are affer sporting events and clothing
isn't important.
The first dar

Juniors Phillip Fischer,
Jenna Denstorff, and
Haley Austin enjoy
themselves at the
Christmas Dance.
Four inches of snow
did not slow down the
excitement of the
evening. The snowy
night was filled with
laughter, dancing,
and good times
Photo by: Stephanie
Seibert




1. Junior Kourtney Scott performs at the talent
show as host Eric Reffet watches on. Scoft, an
experienced dancer, has been performing since
she was young

Photo by: Katie Scheller

2. Senior Kyle Messersmith dances with the

cheerleading team at a pep assembly held for the
assemblies provided a good
ow support for school teams

soccer feam. The

way to

Photo by: Katie Scheller
3. Spinning around on the dance floor, junior

Jeremy Coomes entertains the crowd that formed
around him

Coomes was a member of the

basketball homecoming court

Photo by: Brittni Herron

4. Senior Hallie Denstorff busts a move affer
winning basketball state. Denstorff, one of the
many who attended basketball state held at

Conseco Fieldhouse, stopped filming to celebrate

with her friends.
Photo by: Jill Merkel

5. Junior Brittni Herron dances during yearbook
class to Tim McGraw's “Real Good Man.” Herron's
daily dancing makes yearbook class more enter-
taining

Photo by: Shanna Bush

6. Seniors Katie Frank and Tony Raben get their
groove on at the Christmas Dance. Many Mater
Dei students attended the dance that was put on
by the student council and held at The Centre.
Photo by: Tiffany Schoenbachler

How T

Dances are one way for students to
et loose and have fun with their friends.
For a while, dance participation was be-
nning to suffer, however the music has

swayed people back to the dance floor.
Junior Greg Ambrose is a prime ex-
imple of what dances are all about.
Ambrose can very regularly be seen at
the dances shaking his tailfeather and

having a good time.
“I think they are fun. It’s a good way
for kids to get to know each other. I re-

ally enjoy it.”

REY PEE

For most of the dances during the year
it is not important as to whether or not
everyone has a date or goes solo.

“Usually T go if someone asks me. I'll
mostly dance with my date, but T some-
times dance with someone else.”

Whel Ambrose says that most of
have been very enjoyable, he
still can pick out certain moments that he
considers his favorite.

“My favorite song to dance to is ‘Hot
in Here’ because I'm a Nelly fan. My
favorite dance in my high school career

the dances

my sophomore basketball homecom-
g dance because I was elected to the
court. It made me feel like I was really
liked by all my fellow classmates.™

The people that put together the
dances, whether it be student council or
the cheerleaders, try to get a good DJ that
is willing to play a mix of songs so as to
keep everyone happy.

“I think it’s good music. The music
selections that they have are fast paced
and you can really get into them. When |
dance, we just hang out with a group of

girls and guys and have fun. Iam pretty
much happy with the way the dances are.”

Ambrose, being an upperclassmen,
knows that it is mainly the older students
that are willing to let loose and really get
into the music.

“I think it’s more the upper classmen
dancing because the underclassmen are
sometimes nervous.”

Most everyone enjoys music and
dancing. Even for those few that don’t
like to dance, or at least not in public, the
dances can still be fun. As everyone
grows up and their high school years fly
by, they learn to realize that it doesn’t
matter if they look stupid dancing, it’s
about having fun.




Reaching Out to Lend a Helping Hand

Many people at Mater Dei volunteer with dif-
ferent activities around the community. Part of
strengthening our relationship with God is help-
ing others in service, and the Mater Dei commu-
nity is well known for our efforts in doing so.

Volunteering doesn't just help the community
or school, but it is also a very fulfiling experience
for the volunteers. Volunteers use their talents for
the greater good of helping those less fortunate.

"Volunteering makes me feel good because |
am helping others and doing something to bet-
ter the community,” says junior Jenna Denstorff

Many of the Mater Dei students may help out
with a particular sports team by sharing their knowl-
edge of the sport. Junior Matt Coughlin, a 2004
wrestiing state champion, helps coach the feeder
school teams at their freestyle practices. His pres-
ence there definitely helps to motivate and in-
spire the young children who may someday want
to be just like him

| feel like | am helping the future of the Mater
Dei wrestiing team,” says Coughlin.

Unlike a job, volunteering is something many
people want and like to do. They do it because it
is a good cause and a worthwhile experience.

“I enjoy volunteering,” adds Coughlin. I like
to be around the kids and help teach them the
things | know.”

Those who volunteer know how rewarding their
experiences can be, from coaching to unload-
ing trucks at the food pantry. Each project helps
someone different but their are none more im-
portant then the other.

"When | was coaching the WCCS volleyball
team, the parents came up to me and told me
how good | was coaching,” recalls Denstorff

They supported me and | really liked that.”

Volunteering may end up meaning more fo
ofhers than anyone could possibly imagine. Just
spending time with children may shape their lives
for the befter and give them something to look
forward to.

"I was a participate in the Buddy walk fresh-
man year, and it really meant a lot o the families
of the children with down syndrome,” says junior
Mallory Morrow.

Volunteering is a worthwhile experience and
a must at Mater Dei. Each year the students are
expected to aquire a set number of serivce hours
and normally these stardards are met with ease.

Brittni Herron, 05

Junior Kasey Kollker
models her prom
dress for the residents
at the Pine Haven
nursing home while
seniors Jessica Knight
and Jon Fehrenbacher
wait for their turn. The
service club visits Pine
Haven on many
occasions fo entertain
the residents

Photo by: Jaclyn
Muensterman



1. As a member of Promise to Keep, senior Derek
Herrmann acts out a skit for the eighth graders at
Corpus Christi. Promise to Keep travels o grade
schools around the city to promote abstinence
from sex, drugs, and alcohol

Photo by: Ashley Alles

2. Junior Matt Coughlin assists a grade school
wrestler climbing the rope in the wrestling gym
Coughlin, along with other varsity wrestlers,
teaches the kids moves and helps them improve
their wrestling skills.

Photo by: Brittni Herron

3. Seniors Michele Lewis, Hallie Denstorff, Abby
Schmitt, and Katie Roberts stretch in preparation
for the 5K Race for the Cure. The Mater Dei team
participated in the High School Challenge, which
involved getting volunteers to walk in the race
Photo by: Shanna Bush

4. Student council members, seniors Todd
Wannemuehler and Derek Herrmann unload cans
to form the May Flower for the Thanksgiving prayer
service. The student council collected cans to
donate to the local food banks.

Photo by: Rosanna Sartore

5. Junior Jacob Herrmann places mulch into a
flower bed around the side of the school. Many
students and adults particpated in the campus
clean-up to make the school more presentable.
Staff Photo

6. Senior Derek Herrmann braces himself as the
technician inserts a needle to draw blood. Mater
Dei holds bi-annual blood drive to support the Red
Cross and give back to the community.

Photo by: Briftni Herron
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More important than athletics and

“Atfirst, I get nervous right before I
0 up. but once I start reading, I'm fine.
T don't really think about it. And I don’t
a 9 get so nervous because I read through it
experience because I felt like I was do-  once or twice before I have to read it over

T would say that it helps you to get

en academics for many students is their
faith. Sophomore Hannah Wannemuehler
s heavily involved with her church com-
munity of Sacred Heart parish.

“I sing in the choir and read, and
sometimes I help out at vacation bible
school at Sacred Heart Parish. I like to
be involved in my church.”

Wannemuehler realizes how much
more meaningful faith can become be-
cause she has put herself into situations
to become more involved with her church

involved and really become a member of
your church instead of just going to mass
every week. It’s been a positive experi-
ence and I plan on continuing to do it.”

Vacation bible school requires many
volunteers to be successful in teaching the
children more about God and their faith

“I help watch the kids and take them
around to different activities. I have just
done it one year, and I would like to do it

again because it was a fun time, and some
of my friends were there. It was positive

ing something good for someone else.”

Being active in the church is impor-
tant to Wannemuehler

“I think if you have the time, you are
obligated to do it. I do it because I not
only enjoy it, but I feel it is my obli
tion, too.

It means doing things other than what
the average Christian does.

The benefits of being active in the
church extend for Wannemuehler beyond
the deepening of her faith

it. It would be more difficult to read her
at Mater Dei because you are in front of
your peers, and you are more scared of
messing up when you are in front of peers.
But it is easier to talk about my faith now
because I am more involved in

Wannemuehler s one out of many stu-
dents who devotes time to helping others
and improving the community around
her. Not only does it help others, it of-
fers her benefits as well. Everyone should
take her lead and help out.




second semester, senior out-fo-
lunch has been reduced fo half the
time. Seniors are now finding
themselves rushing for fast-food
because there’s no time to eat ot
sit-down restaurants.

“I have my ways,” laughs senior
Erica Bohleber. ‘It takes like two
minutes to get somewhere. The key
is fo plan ahead of time where
you'e going.”

An all-ime favorite restaurant
among many MD students is Ha-
cienda

“Most people go to Hacienda
after movies because if's right there
by Stadium 16,” says junior Beth
Groves. lt's mostly cheap, foo,
and it has great food.”

It's not only about the location
andthe food, however. The atmo:
sphere contiibutes to the quality
that Hacienda offers.

Hacienda'sthe place o be. It's
fun fo tell them it's your bithday
because they sing to you,” laughs
junior Kyle Neisen. “It's also funny
fo sneak hot sauce in your friends’
food.”

While many students spend
time in restaurants waiting for their
food to be cooked, six junior girls
bake their own feast. The “cook
ing party” idea transpired when the
girls, bored in homeroom study.
started surfing the intemnet and
found some interesting recipes

Senior Kristin Kissel dives head

first into a Valentine’s Day cake
On Valentine’s Day, the seniors

girls held a girls’ night that was
surprisingly raided by the senior
boys.

Photo by: Jill Merkel

i everyone's

and the cooking parfies evolved.

“The cooking parties get out o
hand,” laughs Hannah Johnson.
“We make food that looks like
things. At Halloween, we made
spiders using twizzlers for the legs.
We also made witches' fingers by
dipping pretzel sticks in chocolate.”

The girls rotate houses for each
cooking party, which they hold
roughly once every semester, usu
ally on the last day of finals

"At one party, we made Toilet
Bowl Punch. We poured Kool-Aid
ina punch bowl and foze Hershey
Kisses inside of ice cubes that
would float in the punch. Then we
smeared chocolate on the rim of
the bowl,” Johnson laughs.

The parties give the girls some-
thing to look forward to at the end
of the semester.

| really like coming to the par:
ties together. It's fun to make food
and laugh at all the stupid recipes
we can come up with,” says junior
Rachel Ketfzner.

Susan Muensterman ‘05

Seniors Kristi Wilsman and Jessica Knight pig out on
cheeseburgers at the failgating party before the state
basketball game. The student body showed up in full
force tailgating before each game and brought their
grills to cook hotdogs and hamburgers. Photo by: Jill
Merkel
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Pigging out is not just something
that people do during Spanish fies-
tas, parties, and special events. For
some it is an everyday occurrence,
especially if certain circumstances
come into play. One such instance
is the wrestling team, which senior
Brian Bittner is a member of. Wres-
tling at 112 pounds, he knows what
it is like to lose weight and also to
pig out.

“The first two weeks after wres-
tling are awesome. We went to
Golden Corral as a team and I ate a
bunch of pizza. I also ate
McDonald’s eleven days in a row.”

LRGP |
HEY PEE

During wrestling season, Bittner
and the other lower weights have to
watch closely to what they eat. This
can be very challenging and have
many different effects on people.

“I get anti-social. I don’t talk at
all during classes. I pretty much just
sleep all the time. During lunch I'd
sit in the training room because
people would bring it up that I
couldn’t eat.”

Near the end of the season, they
20 crazy and have no limits to what
they eat or the money they spend.

“We went on a shopping spree
before team state. I picked out what-

Mrs. Sitzman serves pizza fo the sophomores at their
ISTEP pizza party. The annual pizza party rewards
sophomores for their hard work during the long week
of testing required by the state.

Photo by: Shanna Bush

Sophomores Jaci Babcock, Alyssa
Edwards, and Scott Schmitt, along
with senior Katie Reising, put the
finishing touches on their fiesta food
before digging in. Each Spanish
class holds a fiesta once a year so
students can experience a taste of
traditional Spanish culture.

Photo by: Katie Scheller

Senior Laura Schroeder feasts on
noodles during Spring Break on the
Dauphin Islands. Since it was her
last day on the island with her
friends, the girls had to eat the
leftovers from the past week.

Photo by: Jill Merkel
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ever food I saw. T spent about forty
dollars and ate half of it that night.”
After the season finishes, they

never miss an opportunity (o pig out

‘Sometimes | get up during the
night and eat. Tam always full now
and I weigh 141. Afier the season
my dad made a big
Thanksgiving meal.

Having to lose weight and keep
it off, food is often on the mind of
the wrestlers. They g0 to extremes

was over,

to lose the weight and it takes dedi-
cation to continue on with it

“At the beginning, I kind of ease
into not eating. I just know I will

make it harder on myself if I eat
because I will still have to run it off
to make weight. But I had to do it
to get a spot on the team.”™

Often times, he found himself
daydreaming and thinking about
food.

“On the sides of my notebooks,
I had doodles of food and drink.™

Although it takes self-control
and is difficult to stick with, it is

something they know they have to
do in order to keep a position on the
team. For the wrestlers, it is just a
way of life for those five or so
months.



graders, students move on into
high school and as seniors, stu-
dents move on into college. Mov-
ing on is something that everyone
must experience and each person
has away of dealing with changes.

"Coming into freshman year at
Mater Dei, | was a littie nervous, but
happy fo be here,” says freshman
Jemy Parkinson.

The transition period is probably
the scariest fime for students. Not
knowing what fo expect going into
a new school can cause anxiefy
for some students. However, after
seftiing into the new surroundings,
it usually becomes enjoyable and
even comfortable for the students.
High school opens many doors of
opportunities and offers activities
not ovailable in grade school

"Il always remember the as-
semblies because they are always
either funny or so crazy that you re-
ally don't know what's going on,”
recalls Parkinson. I will never for-
get the freshman lockers because
they are so small. On my first day |
was worried that | would get lost or
I would forget my locker combina-
fion, but that never happened.”

As the year comes to an end,
the seniors also experience a pe-
fiod of anxiety. Where some may
be happy fo see their high school
years come fo an end, others may
be sad to see them go. No mat
ter the feelings of moving on, ev-
eryone experiences nervousness
about the uncertain future,

| feel like | am the only senior
who is sad about leaving,” says
senior Kristi Wilsman. "l am sad be-
cause | won't see my friends until
breaks which are only a couple
times a year and I'l miss my family
because | know | have to leave.”

Being a senior, most students

We just don't finish
5chool We move on up

feel they have the upper hand af
school. They have been through
four years at Mater Dei and feel as
if they know how things work and
what to do and what not to do
Some offer advice for the fresh-
man classes of future years,

“Just get involved in everything
without overloading yourself. Be
proud of yourself no matter what
anyone else says,” states Wilsman.

Whereas freshmen may feel like
their high school years will be
never-ending, the seniors know that
they fly by.

“As the years went on, | got
more and more anxious fo get out.
People always told me how fast
high school goes and | believe it
now,” says senior Ashley Adler.

But no matter what stage of life
people are in, there are always
transitions they have to make;
moving on is just an element of life
that everyone must accept and
make the best of.

Jill Merkel ‘04

Bishop Gerald Gettlefinger
makes his annual visit to
Mater Dei fo speak to the
senior class. The seniors
took the opportunity to ask
him questions about various
topics ranging from movies
fo spiritual matters.

Staff Photo

Freshman Emily Mandel fries to sort through the
mess in her locker in order to find whatever she is
looking for. Struggling with the tiny lockers was
something all the freshman had to deal with
Photo by: Kim Spahn



Senior guys line up behind Mater Dei
lalumni for the annual senior breakfast
The senior breakfast is put on by the
alumni to send off the seniors and to
make them aware of the alumni a:
tion

Photo by: Brittni Herron

Mater Dei graduate Kevin Tooke talks with potential
Notre Dame students inside the college room at Mater

Dei. The college room is often used for college
representatives to talk to students interested in
attending their colleges
Photo by: Brittni Herron

Senior Blake Maurer passes the ink
pen to his father, Kelly Maurer, while
younger brother Dane Maurer
watches. Blake is attending Ohio
State in the fall on a full ride for
wrestling

Photo by: Brittni Herron

Mrs. Shea Reneer measures senior
Rebecca Kelley for her graduation
cap. All the seniors had to be fitted
for their caps and gowns so the
school could order the correct sizes.
Photo by: Katie Scheller
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For seniors, moving on after high
school is a transformation that can

For

most, attending college is the next
step, but for some, things come be-

Pigman plans on attending basic

lead to many opportunities.

fore college. Senior Michael

training for the Army National

Guard the summer before college.
“Iam going to basic training for

the Army National Guard and then
starting my freshman year at U."
Pigman is pursuing his dreams
that he has had for as long as he can
remember.
“I am doing the Army National

Guard because I have always wanted
to be in the army and I have always
wanted to go to IU and it is a good
way to do both.”

Attending basic training, Pigman
hopes to learn lessons that will help
him in the rest of his life. He also
has goals set for college.

“Hopefully basic will prepare me
to be on my own and handle pretty
much anything. 1 am a little ner-
vous about basic. I am studying pre-
law at IU so I can either be a police
officer or a lawyer which is some-
thing I have always wanted to do.”

Transition periods throughout

ones life can lud to Ieelmﬂsul anxi-
ety and excitement at the same time.

“Coming into high school, I was
scared that the big kids would give
me wedgies and swirlies. I am
pumped about going to college and
I wasn’t really too excited about
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