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THE LITERACY PROBLEM

e 43% of adults are functionally
illiterate.”

e 33% of 8th graders read at or
below grade level.*

e Minorities and low
socioeconomic students have
significant gaps.

*National Assessment of Educational Progress



CONSEQUENCES

* Increase in high school
dropouts.
e College and career limitations.
e Economic impact.
> 3 out of 4 people on
welfare can't read.

*National Assessment of Educational Progress



SCIENCE OF READING

SCARBOROUGH'’S
LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION

BB READING ROPE

(facts, concepts, etc.) (20 01)

VOCABULARY
(breadth, precision, links, etc.)

LANGUAGE STRUCTURE
(syntax, semantics, etc.)

VERBAL REASONING N SKILLED
(inference, metaphor, etc.)
' READING

THE MANY
STRANDS
WOVEN INTO
SKILLED
READING

LITERACY KNOWLEDGE
(print concepts, genres, etc.)

Fluent execution
and coordination of

word recognition and
PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS A text Comprehension_

(syllables, phonemes, etc.)

WORD RECOGNITION

DECODING
(alphabetic principle,
spelling—sound correspondences)

SIGHT RECOGNITION
(of familiar words)



CAPSTONE PROJECT

e Teaching demo at placement
school.

e Literacy topic: Morphology.

e Strategies from EDUC358.

e 8" grade




CLASS INFORMATION

e EVSC Middle School

e 8th-grade reqular ELA class

e 29 students

e 86% of students are below reading

proficiency for 8th graders
o |EPs, ELLs, and 504s.



WHY A LESSON IN MORPHOLOGY?

Morphology

e Fundamental for reading,
spelling, and vocabulary.
e Lack of morphology
lessons in the curriculum
e Student needs

Words are made up of




LESSON
OVERVIEW
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BELLRINGER

First

Prefix and Root Words worksheet
review

Second
Kahoot (struggling)
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MORPHOLOGY MINI-LESSON

. e Mini-lesson
prefnx base  su IX\) Review of the meaning of words
€

"“prefixes” and "“root words".

k \@/ \\ \@] K@[/' Examples.
| Sorting Race
ANERVANERNAN

Morphology matfers] Sort parts of words and circle the
o prefix or root—group work

competition.
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MORPHOLOGY MINI-LESSON

Quiz
| D.\S\’L Circle the prefix/root and fill in the

blanks with the correct prefix or
root. Bonus points.

\M Reflection

What did you learn today? What did
you like about this class?
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RESULTS

95% of students did well circling the root and
prefixes

72% of students improved their grades after bonus
points (writing words with the given root)

15 students wrote a positive reflection on the lesson.



MOST COMMON MISTAKES 14




RESULTS WITHOUT BONUS POINTS'




RESULTS WITH BONUS POINTS '

Students with <60%
I

Students with <70%
5

Students with <80%
2

Students with <90%
17
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CONCLUSION

Students learn abstract concepts with short and
engaging activities.

School curriculum needs more grammar and
literacy lessons.

Incorporate short but continuous lessons.
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